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From  the  aisles  of  Cook  Library,  to 
the  music  practice  rooms  of  Marsh  Hall, 
to  the  laboratories  of  the  Polymer  Science 
Center,  Southern  Miss  students  work  every 
day  to  advance  their  knowledge  and  prepare 
themselves  for  the  future.  And  throughout  the 
year,  alumni,  students,  and  fans  come  together 
to  support  Golden  Eagle  athletics,  from  the 
Green  House  to  the  Rock. 

The  2006-2007  school  year  was  no 
different.  A  large  freshman  class  entered  a 
university  still  recovering  from  the  ravages 
of  Hurricane  Katrina,  much  like  the  state  that 
it  calls  home.  They  became  Golden  Eagles  at 
a  time  of  revolutionary  change  on  campus; 
perhaps  the  most  obvious  of  all  being  the  new 
addition  to  the  student  union,  the  Thad  Cochran 
Center.  The  "TC"  as  some  students  began  to 
call  the  new  union,  alongside  several  other 
nicknames,  quickly  became  a  campus  favorite. 
In  the  university  administration,  Dr.  Shelby 
Thames  announced  his  intention  to  step  down 
as  president  in  May  2007  and  return  to  the 
polymer  science  laboratory,  prompting  the  start 
of  a  new  presidential  search.  Sadly,  during  the 
spring  semester  the  College  of  Arts  and  Letters 
mourned  the  sudden  death  of  its  dean,  Dr.  Elliot 
Pood.  But  despite  this  and  other  challenges,  the 
university  kept  moving  forward.  Construction 
continued  on  the  new  Trent  Lott  Economic 
Development  Center,  and  students  watched  as 
roads  were  roped  off  to  prepare  for  an  addition 
to  M.M.  Roberts  Stadium.  Progress,  from 
athletic  improvements  on  the  football  field  and 
basketball  court  to  new  buildings  and  more, 
was  the  buzz-word  this  year. 

In  the  end  Southern  Miss  remains  what 
it  has  always  been:  more  than  a  university. 
We  are  a  close-knit  community  comprised  of 
a  diverse  group  of  individuals,  learning  more 
about  ourselves  and  our  place  in  the  world. 
People,  united  under  a  singular  banner,  coming 
together  to  form  one  spectrum. 
Story  by  Bradley  Warshauer 
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student  life 


Photo  by  Elizabeth  Keenan 


rteto  by  Elizabeth  Maloy 


Photo  by  Emily  Sheckells 

The  words  "student  life"  hold  different 
meanings  to  a  lot  of  people.  To  some,  these 
words  represent  a  simple  set  of  activities,  and 
for  others,  a  right  of  passage.  The  activities 
at  Southern  Miss  span  from  surviving 
Golden  Eagle  Welcome  Week  as  freshmen, 
to  witnessing  the  opening  of  the  Thad 
Cochran  Center,  to  tailgating  and  attending 
Eaglepalooza.  Throughout  busy  semesters, 
students  are  immersed  in  a  spectrum  of 
experiences,  even  including  the  opening  of 
the  Powerhouse  restaurant  and  a  visit  from 
Tibetan  Lamas.  Ultimately,  the  spectrum  of 
opportunities  here  at  Southern  Miss  enriches 
the  daily  experiences  that  we  call  "student 
life."  Story  by  Joseph  Ezell 
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As  it  does  every  year  Golden  Eagle 
Welcome  Week  kicked  off  the  fall  semester  for 
entering  Southern  Miss  freshmen.  This  year  the 
GEWW  theme  was  Survivor — that  is,  surviving 
the  transition  from  high  school  to  college. 

Day  one  began  with  a  meeting  in  the 
ballroom  of  the  new  Thad  Cochran  Center,  which 
left  many  freshmen  in  awe.  "It's  amazing,"  said 
Jeffrey  Guillot  of  Slidell,  Louisiana.  "When  you 
enter  it  looks  like  a  five-star  hotel  lobby.  Having 
|been  to  several  schools  across  the  region  during 
my  college  search,  I  can  say  this  might  be  the 
^Tiost  impressive  student  union  I've  seen." 

After  breaking  into  smaller  GEWW  Groups, 
the  freshmen  spent  a  few  hours  getting  to  know 
each  other  and  learned  various  Southern  Miss 
theers  before  setting  off  to  tour  facilities  like  MM 
Roberts  Stadium  and  Reed  Green  Coliseum.  That 


night,  Chad  Crittendon  from  the  hit  CBS  reality 
show  Survivor  met  with  students  in  the  Cochran 
Center.  He  delivered  a  positive  message  about 
perseverance  and  dedication  to  your  goals.  The 
first  day  ended  with  the  annual  painting  of  the 
Eagle  Walk.  Students  cheered  while  splattering 
the  road — and  one  another — with  gold  paint. 
Finally  the  freshmen  moved  to  the  fountain  in 
front  of  the  Administration  Building,  mingling 
with  other  students  for  the  first  Friday  Night  at 
the  Fountain  pep  rally  of  the  year. 

The  next  morning,  Sunday,  brought  a  respite 
from  the  activities  and  gave  students  a  chance 
to  relax,  to  attend  church,  or  tour  Hattiesburg. 
Later,  they  met  to  discuss  their  summer  reading 
assignment.  Nickel  and  Dimed  by  Barbara 
Ehrenreich. 

On    Monday,    Southern   Miss   treated   the 


students  to  the  hilarious  antics  of  a  professional 
hypnotist,  who  led  volunteers  through  many 
ridiculous  scenarios,  marching  them  up  and 
down  the  aisles  and  entertaining  the  audience. 
Finally,  on  Tuesday,  the  ultimate  survivor 
challenge  arrived.  The  freshmen  made  the  trek 
over  to  the  intramural  fields  and  participated  in 
a  giant  relay  race.  The  winner  from  each  team 
then  took  part  in  a  competition  for  the  overall 
prize;  bragging  rights  as  the  ultimate  Survivor 
team. 

Adapting  to  college  can  be  one  of  life's  big 
challenges,  but  with  the  help  of  GEWW.  this 
year's  freshman  class  learned  how  to  survive 
the  change,  and  truly  become  Southern  Miss 
Golden  Eagles. 
Story  by  William  Hatten 


Top    Lett     A    member 
of  the  of  the  drum  line 
helps    get    the    crowd 
pumped  up  during   the 
first  Friday  Might  at  the 
Fountain  during  GEWW 
Photo  by  Chris  Payne 
Right      Bethany      \  ent 
a     sophomore     in     the 
GEWW   CreA-    passes 
out  water  to  the  thirsty 
freshman  class 
Photo  by  Chris  Payne 
Bottom      Left      Oman 
Pittman  sophomore 

GEWW  Crew  Leader 
happily  straps  into  the 
sumo  suit  to  wrestle  at 
the  UAC's  Eagle  After 
Hours 
Photo  by  Bethany  Kent 
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The  Luckyday  Program  welcomes 
their  incoming  freshman  class 
with  a  social  event  at  Hub  Lanes 
during  Golden  Eagle  Welcome 
Weekend  New  Luckyday 
Scholars  also  enpyed  a  laser  tag 
adventure  and  a  conoe  trip  on 
the  Okatoma  River  during  the 
welcome  week 
All  Photos  submitted  by  Luck  yday  Program 


fiiiiw 


■rUb 


h£*} 


c   ~ 

_: ._  /         :    — 

• 

18 


student  life 


TO 


BONDING 

SERVE 


uchydey  scho  3rs  prepare 

Each  year,  Southern  Miss  welcomes  students 
with  a  combination  of  leadership  and  community 
service  backgrounds  to  the  prestigious  Luckyday 
Scholars.  These  freshmen  are  a  select  group  of 
local  Mississippians  committed  to  public  service 
and  good  deeds  for  the  community.  For  the  first 
year,  the  women  live  in  Bolton  Hall,  and  the 
men  live  in  Hickman.  By  setting  aside  dorms 
for  Luckyday  Scholars,  the  university  creates 
a  close-knit  group  and  allows  students  to  bond 
and  make  connections. 

During  Golden  Eagle  Welcome  Week, 
while  the  rest  of  the  freshmen  run  around 
campus  following  the  year's  theme,  the 
Luckyday  scholars  enjoy  special  bonding 
activities  engineered  specifically  for  them.  This 
year,  the  Luckyday  group  went  canoeing  and 


or  commun 


y  eedership 


bowling,  and  played  laser  tag.  The  students  even 
enjoyed  icebreakers  where  they  met  their  fellow 
scholars. 

"I  have  already  made  lots  of  friends  because 
of  the  great  Luckyday  welcome  activities," 
said  Shelby  Cade,  a  freshman  theatre  major 
from  Greenwood,  Mississippi.  The  Luckyday 
Program  has  encouraged  Cade  to  join  the  Baptist 
Student  Union  and  participate  in  co-curricular 
theatre  activities. 

Although  they  enjoyed  the  Luckyday 
activities  during  GEWW.  the  focus  for  these 
super  involved  students  come  back  to  one  goal, 
"helping  the  community  through  volunteerism." 
Story  by  William  Hatten 
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President  Thames  cuts  the 
ribbon  with  two  Southern 
"1  B  Miss  alumni:  to  the  left,  Phil 
Bryant  State  Auditor;  and 
on  the  right  Robin  Robinson 
IHL  Representative  Photo 
by  Christopher  Bosfick 


On  September  5th,  2006.  Southern  Miss 
celebrated  the  opening  of  the  new  Thad  Cochran 
Center.  Grand  Opening  events  included  student 
led  tours  of  the  new  building  and  multiple  book 
signings  at  the  bookstore,  the  second  largest 
collegiate  Barnes  and  Noble  in  the  southeast. 
The  new  Union  was  the  largest  construction 
project  in  the  history  of  the  Hattiesburg  campus 
and  in  addition  to  the  bookstore,  includes  a 
grand  ballroom  that  seats  nearly  one  thousand, 
ten  meeting  rooms,  and  a  presidential  suite  for 
conferences  and  receptions. 

With  the  opening  of  the  new  Thad  Cochran 
Center  also  came  a  new  dining  establishment  for 
students.  The  Fresh  Food  Company.  It  replaced 
the  Commons  and  is  a  major  update  on  campus. 

The  Fresh  Food  Company  is  a  brand  name 
of  Aramark,  which  manages  every  aspect  of 
dining  on  campus,  from  Starbucks  to  Elam  Arms 


Diner.  But,  the  real  question  is  whether  the  Fresh 
Food  Company  is  better  than  the  Commons. 

"1  like  the  Commons  more,  but  I  have  to 
admit  that  the  Fresh  Food  Company  is  nicer  and 
more  open."  said  cook  Coriece  Baker. 

The  new  facility  in  the  Thad  Cochran 
Center  is  larger  and  more  modern  than  the 
Commons,  which  had  become  a  bit  outdated. 
"The  Commons  was  not  performing  as  well  and 
it  had  become  too  old,"  said  Theresa  Stevenson, 
marketing  director  of  Eagle  Dining. 

Head  Chef  Julie  Clay  said  that  the  new 
facility  has  better  equipment  and  is  more 
modern  than  the  Commons,  giving  the  Fresh 
Food  Company  a  more  diverse  menu. 

In  addition,  students  are  now  able  to  give 
input  on  what  they  want  to  see  on  the  menu.  "I 
think  that  it  will  help  make  students  feel  more 
at  home  and  it  makes  me  feel  more  like  a  chef," 


said  Coriece  Baker. 

Location  manager  Rob  Webster  said  that 
he  really  enjoys  working  in  the  Fresh  Food 
Company,  but  that  one  thing  is  still  missing  for 
him.  "The  music  is  missing!  They're  working 
on  fixing  the  bugs  with  the  speaker  system." 

In  the  end,  the  Commons  may  not  be  better 
than  the  Fresh  Food  Company  or  vice  versa,  but 
it  is  really  just  a  matter  of  opinion.  Overall,  the 
staff  at  the  Fresh  Food  Company  likes  the  new 
facility  and  its  nice  open  atmosphere,  "it  has 
more  life  to  it!  It  feels  better  than  scooping  food 
onto  plates  from  a  dark  kitchen,"  said  Julie  Clay. 
Story  by  Bradley  Glasco 
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and    the 
Nobles 
Bool  store     the    Thad 
Cochran  Center 

serves  as  the  center  of 
campues   for    students 
and  guests 
Photo  by  Matthew  Bmion 


Scaffolding  masked 

one  side  of  the  Thad 
Cochran  Center  atrium 
for  several  months  after 
its  opening  as  Southern 
Miss  professor  William 
Baggett  painted  a  murial 
which  now  brightens 
the  new  building  with  its 
many  colors  Photo  by 
Matthew  Bin/on 
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The  Lamas,  Venerable  Lama 
Pema  Wangdak  and  Lama  Guru 
Gysalstan,  visited  Southern  Miss 
hosted  by  Amnesty  International. 
Lama  Wangdak  talked  for 
nearly  two  hours  on  Thursday 
November  13  Photo  by  Elizabeth 
Malloy 
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The  drummer  for  the  Gnffenz 
rods  out  the  Thirsty  Hippo 
during  the  Tibetan  Benefit  The 
band  enpyed  the  opportunity 
to  entertain  while  supporting 
a  good  cause  Photo  by  Chris 
Payne 


Three  students  enpy  the  Tibetan 
Benefit  Concert  while  The 
Gnffenz  played  at  the  Thirsty 
Hippo  The  concert  followed 
a  pad  ed  audience  where 
the  Lamas  spoke  in  Gonzales 
auditorium 
Photo  by  Chris  Payne 


The  audience  packed  Gonzales  Auditorium 
and  sat  quietly  in  anticipation,  not  knowing  what  to 
expect  from  the  Venerable  Lama  Pema  Wangdak. 
When  Lama  Pema  took  the  stage,  he  spoke  about 
his  nation's  struggle  to  preserve  its  culture  since 
the  Chinese  invasion  of  Tibet.  Accompanying 
Lama  Pema  was  Lama  Guru  Gysalstan,  director 
of  the  Pema  Ts'al  School  in  Mundgod.  India.  The 
school's  goal  is  to  teach  refugees  living  in  India 
about  Tibetan  history,  language,  and  Buddhism. 

"Our  struggle  is  in  living  the  way  we  want. 
with  our  faith  and  our  traditions."  said  Lama  Pema. 
"Everything  we  have  is  invested  in  our  language." 

The  presentation  opened  with  a  news  report 
showing  Chinese  soldiers  attacking  Tibetan  people 
as  they  fled  to  India  through  the  Himalayas.  Lama 
Pema  said  that  violence  is  not  the  way  to  fix  the 
problem,  though,  and  the  Tibetan  government 
does  not  endorse   any  armed  retaliation.   The 


Chinese  have  taken  over  the  monasteries  and 
teach  new  generations  of  Tibetans  Chinese  as 
their  first  language.  Still.  Lama  Pema  feels  that 
education  is  the  only  true  way  for  his  country  to 
be  preserved. 

"Tibet's  isolation  has  been  its  biggest  mistake," 
he  said.  "We  cannot  do  that  anymore  because  times 
have  changed.  We  are  working  to  catch  up  with  the 
rest  of  the  world  in  many  areas." 

The  Lamas  held  a  question  and  answer  session 
after  their  presentation;  the  topics  covered  ranged 
from  queries  about  Buddhism  and  spirituality  to  in- 
depth  questions  about  Tibet's  struggles.  Lama  Pema 
explained  the  principles  of  Buddhism  and  its  locus 
on  peace  and  discipline. 

"Just  for  people  to  listen  is  worth  so  much  to 
us."  he  said.  "For  people  to  know  about  Tibet,  that 
it  exists,  is  important.  My  joy  is  in  the  freedom 
that  Americans  have." 


In  addition  to  Lama  Pema  Wangdak's 
presentation,  the  Southern  Miss  chapter  o\ 
Amnesty  International  held  a  benefit  lor  the  Pema  Ts'al 
School  at  the  Thirsty  Hippo  in  downtown  Hattiesburg. 
Local  musicians,  including  The  Griffenz.  The  Squimis. 
and  Chance  Fisher,  performed  at  the  event. 

All  of  the  proceeds  from  the  event  went 
to  the  Pema  Ts'al  School,  with  over  seventeen 
hundred  dollars  being  raised  from  the  benefit  and 
from  Lama  Pema's  appearance  at  the  Unitarian 
church  in  Hattiesburg . 

Junior  International  Studies  major  Lisa  Reed, 
a  student  leader  with  Amnesty  International, 
helped  with  the  events.  "We  are  incredibly 
honored  to  have  Lama  Pema  here."  she  said, 
"to  provide  people  with  some  knowledge  about 
spirituality,  travel,  and  human  rights." 
Story  by  Bradley  Glasco 
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Top  Southern  Miss 
cheerleaders  ride 

through  The  District  on 
a  Golden  Eagle  golf 
cart  as  they  pump  peo- 
ple up  for  the  game 
Eagle  pride  is  always 
widespread  during 

tailgating 
Fhob  by  Hxhel 'Uxkrwaxl 


Above  Chad  Bush  a 
Sophomore  from  Hurley, 
Mississippi  smiles  for  a 
picture  with  Jake  Meek 
a  Sophomore  from 
Jacl  son  Mississippi  in 
The  District  Bush  and 
Meek  are  both  mem- 
bers of  Pi  \  appa  Phi 
fraternity  and  suppor 
their  favorite  team  by 
tailgating  Fhoh by Ifodei 
Lhchwud 


24      h     student  life 


hi 
Phi's  coot  ing  1 
they  grill  chid  ei 
burgers    There    is    o  ■.  ■  i . 
enough  food  to  go  1 1         I 
in  The  District 
Photo  by  Chris  Payne 
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ts     rush     through     Friday 
afternoon  classes  and  move  th 
for 
parkin 


A  sign  posted  in  The 
District  states  the  rules  and 
regulations  for  tailgatmg 
The  place  to  be  before 
the  game  according  to 
many  students  many  or- 
ganizations set  up  tents  at 
exactly  100  p.m  the  day 
before  the  game 
Photo  by  Rachel  Underwood 

lingering  smell  of  barbeque  and  the  drawl  of 


While     students 

eir  cars  off  campus      southern  hospitality.    "The  District  just  lias  a 
r   game   day.   dominating   RVs   till   emptied      lot  more  people.    It's  a  great  place  to  meet  new 


lots.    Within  seconds,  motorized  tents 
sprout   from   the   sides   of  the 
signaling    the    beginning 
tailgating.     However,  the  comforts  of  the  RV 
differ  greatly   from  the  social   atmosph 
student  tailgating  in  the  district. 

"I   loved  it.     The  people,  the 
smells  and  colors.    All 


irge   vehicles. 
of    Southern     Miss 
the  RV 
lere  ot 


sounds,  the 
of  it  was  just  fun,  and 
intensely  exciting,*'  said  Chad  Bush,  a  so] 


phomore 

biochemistry  major  from  Hurley.  Mississippi 
when  he  recalled  his  first  tailgating  experience. 
Since  his  freshman  year,  the  District 
in  particular  has  undergone  some  changes. 
University  officials  decided  to  add  more  parking. 
to  help  accommodate  the  masses  that  migrate 
onto  campus.  "We  need  the  parking  spaces,  but 
I  don't  like  how  they  have  made  the  streets  one 
way,"  Bush  said. 


Fortunately,  the   one   way   streets  do   not      by  Samantha  Ni 


friends,  especially  those  who  cook  well,"  Bush 
said. 

He's  not  the  only  one  who  likes  good 
cooking.  The  School  of  Music  created  a  buffet 
line  for  students,  family  and  friends.  They  also 
placed  a  small  stage  amid  the  picnic  blankets  and 
host  small  performances  from  jazz  ensembles  to 
the  Bravo!  Musical  Theatre  Group.  Between 
various  other  exhibitions  like  the  Fagle  Walk, 
the  Pride  stops  at  the  School  of  Music's  tailgating 
spot  to  grab  their  favorite  foods  and  pe 
Fight  Song. 

The  sounds  o(  "Go  Eagles! 
tumbling  drum  beats  across  campus,  even  before 
the  football  players  hit  the  field  on  Saturdays 
this  fall.  When  we  asked  Bush  about  Saturdays 
to  come,  lie  said  "Maybe  one  day.  I'll  have  an 
RV.  But  for  now 


perform  the 
"ol lowed  the 


ronunaieiy,   me   one   way   streets  uo  not 
detract   from   the   District,   which   includes  the 


.  1  just  have  the  District."  Story 

tailgating     ■      25 
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lies 


FOUNTAIN 


September  8th  kicked  off  the  first  home 
football  game  of  the  season,  against  Southeastern 
Louisiana,  and  as  Southern  Miss  students  know, 
the  university  community  greets  every  home 
game  with  a  Friday  Night  at  the  Fountain  pep 
rally.  From  the  music  of  exciting  regional  bands 
to  the  dancing  of  the  Dixie  Darlings  and  the 
Southern  Misses,  Friday  Night  at  the  Fountain 
has  become  a  popular  event. 

Senior  political  science  major  Neil 
Kirby  thought  the  highlight  of  his  night  was 
experiencing  the  diversity  of  the  crowd.  "This  is 
the  first  time  we  ever  had  this  much  diversity  at 
a  pep  rally,"  he  said.  Even  Southern  Miss  alumni 
were  there  to  share  in  the  excitement  of  the  first 
home  game.  "I  always  loved  Friday  Night  at  the 


Fountain,"  said  alumni  Marilyn  Parker. 

Freshman  international  business  major, 
Chad  Byrd,  attended  his  first  Friday  Night  at  the 
Fountain  during  Golden  Eagle  Welcome  Week. 
"It  was  a  good  show  of  school  spirit,"  he  said.  A 
passionate  fan  of  Southern  Miss  football,  Byrd 
continues  to  enjoy  the  outdoor  concerts  with  his 
friends. 

A  group  of  surprise  visitors  attended  the 
pep  rally  before  the  Southeastern  game:  the  men 
of  Kappa  Alpha  Psi.  Chapter  members  from 
Arkansas,  Louisiana,  Texas,  and  other  parts  of 
Mississippi  were  attending  a  conference  on  the 
Southern  Miss  campus,  and  decided  to  join  in 
the  fun.  The  visitors  agreed  that  their  schools 
should  have  more  events  like  Friday  Night  at  the 


Fountain. 

After  the  traditional  pep  rally  section  of 
the  event,  a  local  Hattiesburg  band.  Hillcrest, 
provided  music  for  the  concert  section.  The 
crowd  greeted  the  band  with  cheers  and  the 
group  of  Southern  Miss  students  and  alumni 
performed  until  the  clock  passed  midnight. 
Student  Government  Association  Vice  President 
and  junior  tourism  management  major,  Gray 
Weinacker,  enjoyed  hearing  Hillcrest  perform. 
"I  like  how  they  got  Hillcrest  out  there,"  he 
said.  Weinacker  also  said  that  he  liked  the  event 
because  it  gave  students  something  to  do  and 
helped  get  them,  "pepped  up  before  a  big  game." 
Story  by  Erica  Ware  and  Joseph  Ezell 


The  Freshmen  enpy  their 
very  first  Friday  Night  at 
the  Fountain  The  UAC 
and  the  Alumni  Association 
brought  in  pizza  hotdogs 
and  hamburgers  for  the 
Frehsman  who  had  |ust 
finished  painting  the  Eagle 
Waif  Photo  by  Chris 
Payne 
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The  drumline  of  The  Pride 
provide  a  steady  cadence 
to  pump  up  the  crowd 
Photo    submitted   by    First 
Year  Experience 


Seymour  steps  onto  a 
podium  during  Friday 
Night  at  the  Fountain  to 
gain  the  crowd's  attention 
and  entertain  them 
Photo  submitted  by  First 
Year  Experience 


friday  night  at  the  fountain 
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NOTYaGE  BEAUTY 

miss  uarsity  pageant  d 


D 


"The  Phi  Mus  gave  me  a  dress,  did  my 
hair  with  extensions,  and  put  makeup  on  my  face," 
said  Southern  Miss  student  Chris  Famo.  "The  dress 
was  too  small.  If  I  had  taken  a  deep  breath,  I  would 
have  ripped  it." 

Famo  represented  Sigma  Alpha  Epsilon 
fraternity  in  the  Miss  Varsity  competition,  a 
homecoming  tradition  at  Southern  Miss.  The 
womanless  beauty  pageant,  held  on  October  1  lth, 
allowed  young  men  to  represent  different  groups 
and  organizations  for  the  sole  purpose  of  having 
fun. 

The  event  began  with  the  "beautiful" 
men  escorted  onto  the  stage.  They  entered  the 
room  wearing  their  dresses  and  the  announcer 
introduced  them  by  their  stage  names.  As  they 
walked  across  the  stage,  the  announcer  read  their 
interests  and  hobbies,  such  as  reading,  talking 
about  boys,  exercising,  and  having  fun  being  a 
girl.  Next,  the  judges  questioned  them.  "My  name 
was  Mercedes,"  said  Famo.  "The  judges  asked  me 
to  list  and  describe  the  characteristics  of  a  good 
friend."  He  had  a  great  time  entertaining  the  crowd. 
"I  enjoy  being  involved  in  campus  events,  even  if 
that  means  dressing  up  like  a  chick  and  dancing  to 
Bon  Jovi." 

Sean  Peters,  the  first  runner  up.  represented 
the  University  Activity  Council.  "I  got  asked  to  join 
a  day  before  the  pageant,"  he  said.  "I  had  to  get  an 
outfit  and  talent  in  one  day."  He  wore  a  strapless 


floral  dress,  a  diamond  ring,  bronze  accessories, 
three-inch  wedges,  and  a  five-dollar  blonde  wig 
from  Wal-Mart. 

After  the  question  and  answer  session,  the 
participants  went  backstage  where  they  prepared 
to  show  their  talent.  They  changed  into  their 
costumes  and  waited  patiently  as  other  contestants 
performed.  Sean  perfomied  a  jump  rope  dance  as 
his  talent,  since  his  stage  name  was  Active  Ashley. 
He  intended  to  exercise  with  a  hula-hoop,  but  forgot 
it  in  his  car.  Most  of  the  guys  lip-synced  to  popular 
songs  or  danced. 

All  the  young  men  performed  with 
enthusiasm  and  charisma  on  stage.  "The  hardest  part 
was  leaving  my  apartment  and  driving  to  campus 
with  my  fake  nails,"  said  Sean.  Once  the  actual 
event  started,  all  the  young  men  got  into  character 
and  entertained  the  supportive  crowd.  Their  groups 
and  organizations  motivated  them  throughout  the 
pageant  with  posters  and  cheers. 

Wynde  Fitts,  director  of  the  First- 
Year  Experience,  judged  the  pageant  with  two 
other  people.  They  judged  individually  by  how 
comfortable  and  entertaining  the  young  men  acted 
on  stage.  She  recalled  laughing  at  the  one  of  the  guys 
who  did  a  Dallas  Cowboys  Cheerleader  routine.  "I 
enjoyed  seeing  the  spirit  of  all  the  different  groups," 
said  Fitts.  "It  reassures  me  that  not  all  people  take 
themselves  too  seriously."  Story  by  Jennifer  Vital 


Andrew  Hillenbrand,  a 
freshman  from  Bay  St 
Louis  Mississippi  stops 
to  smile  for  the  camera 
after  he  is  crowned  Miss 
Varsity  2006  Andrew  is 
a  member  of  Pi  Kappa 
Phi  fraternity 

All  Photos  by  Rachel 
Underwood 
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Kappa  Delta  sorority  shows 
their  spirit  as  their  fraternity 
representative  walks  onto 
stage  During  Homecoming 
week  each  sorority  is 
paired  with  a  fraternity 
to  work  together  during 
competitions  promoting 

Homecoming  spirit 


Right  Vmce  Fabra 
stumbles  to  offer  a 
guestion  to  the  muscular 
contestant  to  his  right 
after  receiving  a 
welcoming  kiss  on  his 
cheel 


Stunning  the  packed  out 
audience  this  contestant 
gives  the  judges  a  walk 
to  remember  him  by 


This  contestant  stni  es  a 
pose  in  the  midst  of  his 
dramatic  show  for  the 
audience 


miss  varsity  pageant 


29 


Near  Right  Gray  Weinacker 
Junior  tourism  managment  major 
smiles  over  at  Student  Body 
maid,  Monesha  Hayes 

Far  Right-  Senior  maid  Grace 
Allen  walks  down  the  field 
escorted  by  senior  Tim  Bennet 


Near  Right  Alicia  Lane  a 
graduate  student  and  Graduate 
Maid  glows  as  she  glides  across 
the  field.  Junior  David  Meigs 
escorts  her  happily 
Far  Right  Junior  music  and 
psychology  mapr  Ronnie  Hebert 
escorts  the  radiant  Jillian  Harper 
a  purnalism  and  psychology 
mapr 


Below  Luckyday  Scholar  Samone 
Faulkner  Freshman  Maid  beams 
infront  of  the  crowd  as  sophomore 
Oman  Pittman  escorts  her  over 
the  field 

Farther  Below.  Senior  mass 
communications  mapr  Vince 
Fabra  escots  the  Sophomore 
Maid  Katie  Christiansen 
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Senior  Leslie  Holder  smiles 
exuberantly  as  last  year's  Queen 
Erin  Lambert  fixes  the  crown  in 
her  hair  Holder  thinks  she  could 
not  have  received  a  greater 
honor  than  being  crowned 
Queen 
All  Photos  by  Chris  Payne 


HANDING 

OFF  THE 


nomecommg  court  presented  and  crouunec 


The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
announced  its  Homecoming  Queen  and  Court 
at  the  football  game  against  the  University  of 
Houston  on  October  14th.  The  court  included 
Leslie  Holder,  Queen,  Monesca  Smith,  Student 
Body  Maid,  Alicia  Lane,  Graduate  Maid,  Grace 
Allen,  Senior  Maid,  Jillian  Harper,  Junior  Maid. 
Katie  Christiansen,  Sophomore  Maid,  and 
LaDarian  Faulkner,  Freshman  Maid.  The  ladies 
took  the  field  for  their  presentation  during  the 
game's  halftime  show  as  well  and  participated 
in  the  Homecoming  Parade,  which  took  place  on 
Hardy  Street  earlier  in  the  day. 

When  asked  what  made  her  want  to  run 
for  the  Homecoming  Court,  junior  maid  Jillian 
Harper  smiled.  "  It  was  something  that  I  wanted 
to  do,"  she  said.  "I  wanted  to  represent  the  black 


community  here,  and  I  love  Southern  Miss." 
Senior  Maid  Grace  Allen  first  campaigned  for 
Homecoming  Court  during  her  freshman  year. 
"I'm  so  excited,"  she  said.  "I'm  honored  that  I 
finally  get  to  represent  my  class." 

Sophomore  Katie  Christiansen  said  that 
her  sorority.  Kappa  Delta,  nominated  her  to  take 
part  in  the  election.  "When  I  found  out  I  was  on 
the  court  I  was  really  shocked,"  she  said. 
Freshman  maid  Samone  Faulkner  was  on  the 
Homecoming  Court  throughout  high  school, 
and  was  excited  to  begin  her  college  career  by 
continuing  the  tradition.  "Being  on  Court  is 
wonderful.  It's  a  good  way  to  be  involved  on 
campus,"  she  said.  Story  by  Kayla  Burge 


homecoming  court 
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s  enjoy  the  homecoming  parade 
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Above  The  Air  Force  Officer's 
Training  Corp  sargeant  leads  the 
group  on  his  miniature  motorcycle 
He  pops  valliantly  makes  way  for 
his  troops  marching  behind  him 

Right  Seymour  dCampus  wheels 
own  the  road  on  his  scooter  He 
lets  out  a  mighty  Golden  Eagle 
Roar  accompanied  by  a  fist  pump 
to  get  the  crowd  to  rally  and 
cheer  for  the  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi. 
All  Photos  by  Elizabeth  Keenan 
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Left  The  Junior  Varsity 
Cheerleading  Squad  rides 
atop  one  of  Hattiesburgs  finest 
fire  engines  at  the  end  of  the 
parade  They  wave  to  the  fans 
and  encourage  them  to  come 
pumped  up  to  the  game  that 
follows  the  parade 

Below  Some  of  the  Dixie  Darlings 
alumni  ride  in  the  parade  reliving 
their  glory  days  They  cannot 
woit  to  take  the  field  of  the 
Rod  ogam  to  get  bad  into  the 
fame 


Students  and  fans  alike  lined  Hardy 
Street  as  Southern  Miss's  homecoming  parade 
marched  toward  campus,  showcasing  different 
groups  and  the  homecoming  court.  The  ROTC. 
Dixie  Darlings,  and  several  fraternities  and 
sororities  participated  in  this  annual  procession. 
Seymour  and  the  Pride  pumped  up  the  crowd 
as  it  made  its  way  to  campus  before  the  start  of 
the  football  game. 

When  asked  what  she  most  enjoyed  about 
the  homecoming  parade,  sophomore  Tiffany 
Skrmetti  said,  "Seeing  all  the  people  come  out 
for  the  parade  and  seeing  all  the  school  spirit 
was  really  great."  Skrmetti  is  Homecoming 


Director  for  SGA. 

Junior  criminal  justice  major  Jonathon 
McQueen  added,  "The  homecoming  parade 
was  absolutely  fantastic.  My  favorite  part  was 
by  far  the  Pride.  They  just  brought  a  great  feel 
to  the  parade." 

Sophomore  Brandy  Strahan  talked  about 
how  the  parade  and  festivities  set  up  the  crowd 
for  the  game.  "The  participants  on  the  court 
and  all  of  the  festivities  boosted  the  spirit  of  the 
fans  and  got  everyone  ready  for  the  game  that 
night,"  she  said. 

There  were  many  groups  involved  in  the 
parade.  "I  love  doing  parades."  said  Dixie 


Darling  Katie  Piddington.  "I've  done  them  ever 
since  I  was  a  kid  involved  with  dancing  and 
stuff.   It's  a  great  experience  and  just  a  fun  time 
in  general."  Color  guard  member  Kelly  Breland 
added,  "It  was  a  great  experience  to  add  to  m\ 
college  memories.  It's  something  I'll  never 
forget." 

Whether  one  attended  the  parade  as  a 
viewer  or  a  performer  it  was  a  great  experience 
and  a  great  time  to  have  before  the  game  began. 
Tiffany  Skrmetti  put  it  perfectly  when  she  said, 
"it  was  a  great  time,  and  a  great  wa\  to  end  a 
successful  week  of  homecoming  events." 
Story  by  Alan  Wheat 
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While  it's  no  secret  that  there  are  thousands 
of  students  working  across  American  college 
campuses,  it  may  be  surprising  to  some  to  learn 
how  difficult  it  can  be  for  students  to  balance 
school  and  work. 

Southern  Miss  students  carry  on  this 
balancing  act  daily.  Some  have  the  dilemma 
of  supporting  themselves  through  school 
by  working  dozens  of  hours  a  week  while 
maintaining  their  grades.  Others,  like  Austin 
Smith,  a  junior  information  and  technology 
major,  work  for  pocket  money.  "My  parents  are 
paying  for  school,"  he  said.  "I  work  to  pay  for 
my  gas  and  some  other  expenses." 

Caitlin  Donohoe  a  senior  hospitality 
management  major,  enjoys  her  job  as  a 
supervisor  at  the  Power  House  restaurant  on 
campus  because  she  it  allows  her  to  see  her 
friends  at  work  and  gain  experience  in  a  field 
related  to  her  major.  "Mainly,"  she  said,  "I 
need  my  job  for  extra  money  related  to  things 
involving  school." 

"I  chose  to  work  because  I  have  to  pay 
my  bills,"  said  Russell  Banner,  a  junior  from 
Hattiesburg.  "I  need  spending  money  to  do 
things  like  attend  homecoming."  Banner  also 
said  that  he  loves  his  job  as  a  personal  trainer 
at  the  Payne  Center  where  he  works  twenty-two 
hours  a  week  because  it  allows  him  to  work  with 
people. 

"I  work  to  get  through  school."  said  Zach 
Hendry,  a  junior  construction  engineering  major 
who  works  as  a  carpenter  at  Hanco  Construction. 
"If  I  didn't  work.  1  wouldn't  be  going  to  school. 
1  couldn't  make  it." 

Austin  said  it  is  sometimes  hard  to  balance 
work  and  school.  "It  can  be  difficult,"  he  said. 


"Especially  when  exams  are  coming  up  or  when 
there's  a  big  project  due."  Smith  said. 

Caitlin  agreed  with  Smith.  "1  do  find  it 
hard  sometimes,"  she  said.  "Sometimes  I  have 
to  sacrifice  some  sleep,  or  hanging  out  with  my 
friends  or  something  else  because  I'm  working 
a  lot  more  than  I'm  used  to." 

Zach  also  thought  working  and  going  to 
school  can  be  hard  on  students,  "Sometimes  I'll 
get  home  from  work  and  I'll  be  too  tired  and  I 
don't  want  to  do  homework,"  he  said. 

Then  there  are  times  when  some  students 
feel  that  their  responsibilities  at  school  and  work 
collide. 

"It  seems  like  school  will  be  pulling  me  one 
way  and  work  the  other,"  Zach  said.  "They're 
both  demanding  and  take  up  a  lot  of  time  and 
energy." 

Though  students  may  find  balancing  work 
and  school  hard  sometimes,  they  disagree  on 
whether  or  not  Southern  Miss  helps  meet  their 
needs  as  working  students. 

"The  school  offers  plenty  of  different  class 
times,"  said  Drew  Stanford,  a  senior  marine 
biology  major.  "I  would  say  they  cater  pretty 
well  to  the  needs  of  students." 

Zach  disagreed.  "Students  pretty  much 
have  to  schedule  for  themselves.  The  school  is 
not  going  to  work  with  them  a  whole  lot." 

In  the  end.  though,  Zach  thought  that  having 
a  job  and  attending  school  is  worth  the  effort. 

"I  think  that  students  should  look  at  it  as  a 
positive  experience,"  Zach  said.  "It's  something 
that  they're  going  to  end  up  doing  with  their 
lives  anyway,  so  why  not  get  something  small     Danielle  Baygents.  a  senior 

elementary  education  mapr 
and  Hattiesburg  native 
works  in  the  new  Barnes  and 
Noble  as  a  sales  clerk 


now  and  learn  the  routine?' 
Story  by  Joseph  Ezell 
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Stephanie  Smith,  a  Sophomore 
Spanish  mapr  from  Waynes- 
boro Mississippi  prepares  a 
(rappucino  at  Starbucks 


Nicole  Moffet 
o  make  a  little  extra 
spending  money  as 
a  card  swiper  in  the 
Fresh  Food  Company 
She  is  a  computer 
technology  mapr  and 
a  Hattiesburg  native 
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Top  Though  it  looks  as  if  she  is 
in  danger  Grayson  Baird  a 
freshman  from  Macon  Georgia 
truly  does  have  fun  volunteering 
Far  right  Nit  f  i  Beech,  a  freshman 
lumps  into  the  praire  dog  pin  to 
pitch  her  shovel  into  the  dirt 
Right  A      pelican     at 

Hattiesburg  Zoo  does  his  own 
service  by  catching  a  fish  to  eat 
All  photos  submitted  by  William 
Hatten 
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Prairie  dogs  darted  across  the  ground, 
entertaining  the  hard-working  group  of  Southern 
Miss  students  as  they  helled  their  shovels  and 
laughed.  The  students,  primarily  Leadership 
Scholars,  were  participating  in  a  volunteer  day 
at  the  Hattiesburg  Zoo,  helping  the  staff  care  for 
their  animals  and  clean  various  exhibits. 

"It  was  a  good  experience,"  said 
freshman  Jeffrey  Guillot,  a  history  major  from 
Slidell,  Louisiana.  "In  addition  to  the  satisfaction 
that  comes  with  volunteer  work,  we  learned 
just  how  in-depth  working  to  keep  care  of  zoo 
animals  is.  And  of  course  we  all  had  a  fun  time,  too." 

Leadership  Scholars,  of  course,  aren't 
the  only  students  who  take  part  in  volunteer 
activities.  Sophomore  nursing  major  Denise 
Dickerson  is  a  part  of  the  Luckyday  scholarship 


program,  which  is  service-oriented.  "The 
Luckyday  program  allows  me  to  meet  so  man) 
amazing  people  and  provides  me  a  chance  to 
continue  my  community  service  endeavors,"  she 
said.  Denise  was  active  during  her  high  school 
career,  helping  raise  money  for  her  town's 
volunteer  lire  department  and  participating  in 
a  local  Relay  for  Life,  and  has  remained  so  at 
Southern  Miss.  "I'm  currentlj  doing  volunteer 
work  at  Pine  Meadow  Alzheimer  Special  Care 
Center."  she  said.  "I  play  games  and  socialize 
with  residents." 

Joseph  Forbes,  a  student  who  works 
through  a  network  called  Volunteers  Impacting 
Society  through  Individual  Outreach  Now.  or 
VISION,  believes  that  volunteering  can  change 
lives.  "Volunteering  can  have  a  bia  effect  on 


society,  but  also  on  the  person  who  volunteers." 
he  said.  He  pointed  out  studies  that  show  most 
students  who  participate  in  volunteer  networks 
have  higher  grade  point  averages  than  those  who 
don't,  and  said:  "Volunteer  work  has  molded  me 
into  a  well-rounded  person.  I  love  helping  people, 
and  seeing  the  jo)  on  their  laces  is  priceless." 

The  Leadership  Scholars  trimming 
plants  and  cleaning  animal  exhibits  at  the 
Hattiesburg  Zoo  agreed.  "Even  doing  something 
as  simple  as  helping  around  a  ZOO  gives  you  new 
experiences."  Jeffrey  Guillot  said.  "And  it's  your 
experiences  that  help  mold  you  into  the  person 
sou  will  become." 
Story  by  Tyler  Meador  and  Bradley  Warshauer 


This  class  of  Leadership  Scholar:, 
visited  the  zoo  to  qi  /e  t 
the  Hattiesburg  community 


Far     left     Daloda     Dauner     a 
sophomore    vocal    pert-.' 
majoi   helps  the  prarie  d< 
shovelling  dirt  for  them 
Lett      A  very  plume   pram 

:    outside  of  his  I       i      md 
stares  at  the  volunteers 
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A  student  tal  es  time  off 
from  his  studies  to  focus 
on  shooting  pool  during 
the  wee!  end  He  shows 
little  surprise  as  he  si  illfully 
manipulates  the  5-ball  to 
lump  over  the  3-ball 
Photo  by  Alicia  Cocker 
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The  city  of  Hattiesburg  provides  a  nightlife 
that  can  be  relaxing,  thrilling,  and  everything  in 
between.  Whether  students  are  searching  for  a 
crowded  place  or  an  intimate  setting,  the  city 
manages  to  please  all. 

Establishments  like  Fat  O'Harry's  and 
the  Walnut  Circle  Grill  provide  live  music. 
Fat  O'Harry's  primarily  invites  rock  bands  to 
perform,  while  Walnut  Circle  Grill  focuses  more 
on  jazz  and  blues. 

Mugshots.  a  popular  bar  and  grill  for  people 
twenty-one  and  older,  draws  crowds  mainly 
Tuesday  through  Saturday.  "I  prefer  going  to 
Mugshots  with  my  friends  on  weeknights." 
said  senior  Miranda  Street.  "The  atmosphere  is 
more  laid  back,  and  the  place  is  less  crowded." 
Mugshots  supports  Southern  Miss  football  and 
caters  to  many  students  after  home  games. 


Buffalo  Wild  Wings  also  supports  Golden 
Eagles  football,  showing  many  away  games 
on  their  assorted  televisions,  as  well  as  other 
major  sporting  events  from  the  NBA  to  the 
NFL,  and  even  other  college  football  events. 
Most  Southern  Miss  students  visit  Buffalo  Wild 
Wings  on  Tuesday  nights  due  to  the  restaurant's 
popular  thirty-five  cent  wing  special.  Karaoke 
lovers  show  up  on  Wednesday  nights. 

The  bar  and  dance  hall.  Ropers,  mainly 
focuses  on  country  music.  "I  enjoy  the  karaoke 
nights  and  dancing,"  said  sophomore  Elizabeth 
Funk.  "But  I  spend  the  majority  of  my  time  at 
the  pool  tables.  After  studying  hard.  I  just  want 
to  hang  out  and  shoot  some  pool,  while  listening 
to  good  music." 

Hattiesburg  also  offers  other  laid-back 
places  with  mellow  atmospheres,  such  as  Keg 


and  Barrel,  a  unique  bar  that  invites  students  with 
calm  music  and  a  cozy  setting.  Keg  and  Barrel 
looks  like  a  house  with  a  patio,  filled  with  tables 
and  chairs,  and  serves  both  food  and  alcoholic 
beverages.  "It  is  a  wonderful  place  to  sit  and  talk 
to  friends  without  having  to  scream  over  loud 
music,"  said  sophomore  Holland  McCandless. 

Clubs  and  bars  create  most  of  the  nightlife 
in  Hattiesburg,  yet  other  establishments  provide 
entertainment  for  students,  too.  Movie  theaters 
such  as  The  Grand  and  the  theater  in  the 
Turtle  Creek  Mall  show  films  late  at  night.  "I 
love  watching  movies  at  the  theater  with  my 
boyfriend,"  said  junior  Crystal  Gordon.  "It's 
how  I  find  my  escape  from  school." 
Story  by  Jennifer  Vital 
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Calling  his  friends  to  join 
him  at  Buffalo  Wild  Wings 
this  student  watches  a  TV 
ntently  waiting  for 
an  aw  a.  Southern  Miss 
football  game  to  begin 
Photo  by  Alicia  Cocker 
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Omari         Piftman  a 

sophomore  from  Jacl  son 
Mississippi  studies  in 
Bond's  seating  area 


I 

to    build 

brighten     resident       ; 
by   decorating   their   halls 
according  to  theme 
third  floor  of  Scotl 
dec!  ed  out  for  Ha        i  i 
in  this  photo 


Freshman  Stutzen  Pemig 
recieves  help  with  her 
finances  from  Rosie 
Edwards  who  wort  s  with 
accounting  in  Residence 
Life 


1 


The  ten  residence  halls  on  campus 
provide  thousands  of  Southern  Miss  students 
with  easy  access  to  both  necessary  amenities 
and  life  building  experiences. 

Angel  Watson  and  Whitney  Johnson, 
freshmen  residents  of  Scott  Hall,  and  natives 
of  Canton.  Mississippi,  both  agreed  that  living 
on  campus  provides  better  access  to  activities 
and  meetings.  "'I  like  the  advantage  of  getting  to 
class  quicker,  rather  than  park  hunting."  Angel 
said. 

Whitney  Johnson  enjoys  campus  life  for 
a  different  reason.  "Most  of  all."  said  Whitney,  a 
biological  science  major.  "I  mainly  enjoy  having 
absolute  freedom  and  being  independent." 

While  Whitney  enjoys  her  new.  adult 
life,  she  has  encountered  the  stark  reality  o\' 


shared  bathrooms.  "I  just  wish  I  had  control 
over  the  cleanliness,"  she  said.  Whitney  also 
said  that  she  dislikes  the  visiting  hours. 

Jordan     Ivrin.    a    freshman    physical 


dorms,  and  said.  "The  best  thing  about  li\mg  in 
Pulley  is  having  elevators  because  some  of  the 
other  dorms  don't  have  them." 

Through    the    varied    experiences    o\' 


therapy    major    from    Senatobia    agreed    with  campus  life,  students  learn   that   living  at  the 

Angel.  "The  best  thing  about  living  on  campus."  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  campus  is  not 

she  said,  "is  being  close  to  classes  and  avoiding  something  to  dread.  The  campus  residents  adore 

traffic  and  parking  conflicts."  Jordan  also  shared  the  new  Fresh  Food  Company,  w  here  the)  meet 

her  first  college  experience:  trying  to  find  a  bed  with  friends  to  eat  even  day.  The\  also  enjoy 

compatible  with  her  roommate's  so  they  could  the  option  of  eating  in  the  Fresh  \:ood  Companj 

bunk.  or  spending  dining  dollars  and   Bonus   Bucks 

Aaron   Magger,  a  native  of  Virginia  at  the  Power  House.  Seymour's  Food  Court. 

Beach  and  resident  of  McCart)  Hall,  said  "The  the  Agora,  or  Stone's  Throw.  Although  some 

worst  thing  about  living  on  campus  is  not  having  residents  do  plan  on  moving  into  an  apartment 

enough  space  or  freedom  to  throw  parties."  later  on,  the)  plan  to  make  use  oi  the  dorms  for 

Natasha   Dixon,   a   resident   of  Pulley  as  long  as  possible. 

Hall,  expressed  happiness  about  living  in  the  Story  by  Alexandria  Smith 


dorm  life 


41 


Above  The  lead  guitarist  of  Sister 
Hazel  Ryan  Newell  strokes  his 
frets  infront  of  a  huge  crowd  at 
Eaglepalooza  The  band  played 
at  Southern  Miss  several  years 
ago    Photo  by  Chris  Payne 

Right  A  student  in  the  crowd 
smiles  as  she  watches  the 
performance  of  AAya  and  the 
Pep  Rally  and  waits  for  Sister 
Hazel  to  take  the  stage  Photo 
by  Elizabeth  Maloy 

Far    Right     kead    vocalist    Vasti 

Jad  son    entertains    the    crowd 

at  Eaglepalooza  Vasti  made  his 

Eaglepalooza    debut    this    year 

and    the    crowd    enpyed    the 

interaction 

Photo  by  Christopher  Boshck 
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Southern  Miss  students  tilled  the  streets 
in  Downtown  Hattiesburg  on  November  17. 
2006  to  experience  Eaglepalooza.  For  the  past 
three  years,  the  University  Student  Government 
Association  has  sponsored  this  musical  festival, 
which  attracts  thousands  of  students,  alumni  and 
Hattiesburg  area  residents.  The  show  brings 
nationally  known  acts  to  Hattiesburg  and  lets 
students  enjoy  them  tree  of  cost. 

On  September  1  1.  2006.  the  Eaglepalooza 
website  confirmed  that  the  show  would  be 
headlined  by  the  pop-rock  band  Sister  Ha/el 
and  rapper  Chingy.  Unfortunately.  Chingy  had 
to  cancel  due  to  obligations  overseas.  Mya,  a 
Grammy  Award-winning  R&B  singer,  replaced 
the  multi-platinum  rap  artist. 

The  show  opened  at  six  o'clock  with  the 
performance  of  local  blues  artist  Vasti  Jackson. 
Their  performance  was  entertaining  and  \er\ 
crowd-oriented. 

Afterwards.  Mya  performed  her  own  songs. 
and  songs  by  other  artists.  She  was  the  first  female 
solo  artist  to  perform  at  Eaglepalooza.  and  was 
also  the  first  nationally  known  R&B  singer  to 
appear  at  the  event.  She  accepted  her  invitation 
to  perform  at  the  show  on  short  notice — which 
the  Student  Government  Association  greatly 
appreciated. 

"I  definitely  liked  the  variety  of  performers." 
said  Tiffany  Wood,  a  junior  at  Southern  Miss. 
"It  reaches  different  people  that  go  to  or  went  to 
Southern  Miss." 

Besides  performances  by  famous  singers. 
Eaglepalooza  held  a  pep  rally  for  the  November 
1 8th  football  game  between  Southern  Miss  and 
UAB.  Both  the  cheerleaders  and  the  Dixie 
Darlings  performed  on  stage.  "It  was  extremely 
cold,  yet  the  energy  that  the  crowd  had  made  it 
all  worth  it."  said  student  Jonathan  Edwards. 

Around  ten  o'clock,  the  last  performers. 
Sister  I  la/el.  took  the  stage.  "They  had  the 
best  performance  and  kept  the  energy  high  on 
the  crowd  throughout  their  entire  performance." 
said  student  Case}  Clingan. 

The  show  ended  at  midnight,  and  a  diverse 
and    extremely    satisfied    group    o\    Southern 
Miss    students    left    the    streets    of   Downtown 
Hattiesburg.  on  their  way  home. 
Story  by  Jenny  Vital 

Above:      Sister      Hazel      artist 

Ken     Block     as     lead     vocals 

performs   lo   a   packed   crowd 

at    Eaglepalooza     in    downton 

Hattiesburg 

Photo  by  Chris  Payne 
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The  Barnes  and  Noble  Boot  store 
at  Southern  Miss  represents  the 
crowning  jewel  of  the  new  Thad 
Cochran  Center  Here  students 
moy  purchase  their  te-tboots 
school  memorobelia  apparel, 
and  many  other  entertainiment 
products  and  gitts 
All  Photos  by  William  Hatten 
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From  hoodies  to  shirts.  Southern  Miss  has 
many  things  that  represent  the  true  spirit  of  the 
Golden  Eagles.  According  to  Barnes  and  Noble 
at  Southern  Miss,  "There  are  many  things  the 
students  can  purchase  with  the  Southern  Miss 
logo."  Looking  through  the  bookstore  you  will 
find  not  only  shirts  with  the  Southern  Miss  logo 
but  other  items  as  well,  such  as  mugs,  pencils, 
baseball  caps.  Polo's,  and  money  clips. 

Though  fashion  changes  constantly.  Southern 
Miss  provides  students  with  memorabilia  that 
stays  up  to  date.  For  instance,  the  past  decade 
has  seen  fashion  and  comfort  conscious  students 
use  messenger  bags  over  the  more  traditional 
back  pack.  Barnes  and  Noble  at  Southern  Miss 
has  responded  to  this  trend  by  providing  a  wide 
variety  of  messenger  bags,  including  bags  with 
the  Southern  Miss  logo.  Southern  Miss  also 
distributes  a  small,  drawstring  bag  to  all  students 
attending  Freshman  Preview  days  during  the 
summer,  as  well  as  providing  more  traditional 
bags  for  students. 

Barnes  and  Noble  staff  has  also  recognized 
the  changes  in  clothing  trends  when  dealing  with 
Southern   Miss  memorabilia.  "We're  noticing 


that  girls  prefer  colors  other  than  Southern  Miss 
black  and  gold.  They  like  to  pick  the  colors 
of  that  particular  year,  like  green,  red,  pink,  or 
whatever  other  color  they  choose.  These  shirts 
still  possess  the  Southern  Miss  logo  but  are  not 
the  traditional  black  and  gold."  T-shirts  aren't 
the  only  pieces  of  clothing  that  have  veered 
off  of  the  standard  black  and  gold.  Hoodies, 
wallets,  and  sandals  have  also  made  the  change 
to  brighter,  spring-like  colors. 

"My  favorite  piece  of  Southern  Miss  usually 
helps  me  walk  on  campus  through  hot.  South 
Mississippi  days,"  said  Jessica  Shackleford, 
a  sophomore  chemistry  major.  She  gestured 
towards  her  black  Southern  Miss  sandals  and 
said.  "I  didn't  even  like  flip  flops  until  1  tried 
these  things  on.  While  they  can  be  expensive, 
they're  the  most  comfortable  foot  wear  for  the 
summer." 

Parents  and  alumni  also  benefit  from  Southern 
Miss  memorabilia.  Sporting  a  "Southern  Miss 
Mom!"  bumper  sticker  on  the  back  of  her  white 
minivan,  Jessica's  mother,  Darlene  Shackleford, 
said,  "Just  you  wait  until  her  graduation  rolls 
around.    I've  been  scoping  out  those  frames  in 


the  bookstore,  and  that  cute  little  Southern  Miss 
graduation  bear!" 

Most  Students  enjoy  the  fact  that  they 
can  buy  Southern  Miss  merchandise  and  charge 
it  to  their  student  accounts.  While  text  book 
shopping  on  the  second  floor,  students  can 
pick  up  a  wide  variety  of  binders,  planners, 
and  pronged  folders,  all  with  the  Southern  Miss 
emblem.  Even  water  sold  at  all  of  the  Dining 
Services  locations  come  with  the  Golden 
Eagle's  seal  of  approval.  "Golden  Eagle  Spring 
Water"  sells  for  only  $0.89  a  bottle,  and  benefits 
the  university  through  both  cheap  water  and  a 
financial  contribution  back  from  the  bottling 
company. 

Though  Southern  Miss  supports  a  spectrum 
of  students  on  campus,   it  provides  different 
opportunities    to    deck    out    in    school    pride, 
supporting  our  Golden  Eagles. 
Story  by  Tyler  Meador 
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Left  A  mannequin  models 
the  latest  Southern  Miss 
apparel  in  the  Bornes  and 
Noble  Bool- store 

Top:  Rebecca  Chapman  a 
sophomore  from  Chalmette 
Louisiana,  reviews  a  handout 
before  her  next  class  while 
sporting  a  vibrant  yellow 
Southern  Miss  shirt 


Bottom  This  Southern  Miss 
student  loudly  declares  that 
this  pink  is  this  years  Black 
and  Gold  when  it  comes 
to  university  colors  As  the 
university  apparel  begins 
to  more  adequaely  reflect 
fashion,  students  can  explore 
new  fashion  horizons 
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Above  The  girls  of  the 
flag  football  team  come 
together  before  the 
tournament  The  teams 
pump  each  other  up  by 
cheering  and  posing 
the  camera  All  photos 
submitted  by  Recreational 
Sports 


Above  The  Chi  Omega 
volleyball  team  reigned 
supreme  in  the  ladies 
division  this  intramural 
season.  The  Chi  Omegas 
believed  that  their 
participation  definitely 
made  them  closer  with 
their  sisters 


lC\ 
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Above  The  International 
Team  composed  of 
international  students 

graduate  students  and 
even  one  faculty  member, 
won  the  co-ed  division  of 
the  volleyball  tournament. 
The  International  team 
also  garnered  the  status 
of  being  the  most  diverse 
team  to  play  this  season 
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Intramural  sports  at  Southern  Miss  is  an 
activity  open  to  all  students.  There  are  many 
positive  experiences  that  can  be  obtained 
through  the  rigorous  activities  offered  through 
intramural  sports.  With  students  interacting 
with  other  teammates,  the  students  get  a 
chance  to  create  friendship  through  the  bond 
of  sportsmanship. 

There  are  a  variety  of  sports  that  are 
offered  through  intramural  sports  at  Southern 
Miss.  The  40  major  sports  offered  include 
flag-football,  Softball,  racquetball,  basketball, 
volleyball,  tennis,  and  many  more.  Offered 
through  the  Payne  Center  under  the  department 


of  Recreational  Sports,  intramural  sports  are  a 
great  way  of  not  only  obtaining  exercise,  but 
to  meet  new  people.  While  enjoying  the  game 
with  a  slight  competitive  edge,  a  student  can 
interact  with  other  students  to  win  and  even 
create  new  relationships. 

Intramural  sports  are  arguably  very 
important  to  undergraduate  students,  as  well 
as  graduate  students  during  academic-heavy 
semesters  at  Southern  Miss.  The  activities 
give  typically  inactive  students  a  chance  to 
experience  sports  at  Southern  Miss.  Beau 
Roberts,  a  freshman  that  played  intramural 
flae-football  and  dodtie  ball  said.  "Southern 


Left  Pi  I  appa  Alpha  and 
the  Girl's  A  Team  won  the 
co-ed  I.  id  ball  tournament 
this  year  with  the  help  of 
their  lucl  y  dog  mascot 
The  dog  attended  all 
of  their  matches  and  as 
one  member  of  the  team 
recounted  that  they  could 
not  have  won  without  him 


Miss's  intramural  program  is  a  great,  especially 
to  a  sorts  player  like  myself.  I  believe  that 
intramural  sports  at  Southern  Miss  promote 
teamwork  and  bonding  throughout  the  student 
body.  Through  sportsmanship,  students  meet 
each  other  and  obtain  valuable  relationships." 
Roberts  also  stated  that,  while  attending 
intramural  sports,  he  was  also  able  to  meet 
students  that  would  otherw ise  be  strangers  to 
him.  Story  by  Kenneth  Legg 
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Top  Left  One  of  The 
Powerhouse  waitresses  takes 
an  order  from  a  customer  at 
the  bar.  Students  enpy  the 
option  of  the  self-seating  bar 
for  quid  lunches  between 
classes.  Photo  by  Christopher 
Bostick 

Top  Right.  For  entertainment 
The  Powerhouse  hosts  local 
and  student  bands  on  certain 
live  entertainment  nights 
They  play  on  the  elevated 
platform  in  the  center  of  the 
restaurant  so  everyone  can 
see  and  hear  them  Photo  by 
Rachel  Underwood 

Below  The  newly  renovated 

Powerhouse     maintains     the 

original    industrial   feel    while 

balancing     a     modern     feel 

perfect    for    an    on-campus 

restaurant 

Photo  by  Chris  Payne 
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Far  Left:  Students  enpymg 
the  32  oz  dnnl  s  "Screamin" 
Eagle"  Hot  Wings  and  sweet 
potatoe  fries  taLe  time  to 
rela/  from  classes  by  eating 
at  The  Powerhouse  Phofo  by 
Christopher  Bostick 

Left  Many  students  taLe 
advantage  of  The  Powerhouse 
for  more  than  eating  great 
food  by  worLing  as  servers 
and  cooLs  WorLing  at  The 
Powerhouse  gives  students 
the  chance  to  meet  a  variety 
of  people  on  campus. 
Photo  by  Chris  Payne 
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The  new  Powerhouse  restaurant  has  excited 
he  university  community,  not  only  for  it's  casual 
JSfiining  atmosphere,  but  its  loyalty  to  Southern 
vliss  tradition  that  embraces  every  student, 
taff,  or  faculty  walking  through  its  large  metal 
loors. 

According  to  a  recent  article  in  Food  Service 
Director  magazine,  the  restaurant  offers  signature 
lishes  that  honor  Southern  Miss  history  such  as 

'?$  he  "Hey  Daze"  Tomato,  Mozzarella  and  French 

ii 

Dressing  Trio,  which  is  named  after  a  three  act 
nusical  that  produced  the  university's  fight  song 
md  The  "Nasty  Bunch"  Barbeque  Shrimp  which 
■omes  from  the  cheer  developed  in  the  1970s. 

Yet  for  Robin  White,  a  junior  English  major 
t  just  doesn't  get  any  better  than  the  appetizers. 
The  cheese  sticks  are  only  four  dollars  and  are 
o  die  for." 

The  Powerhouse  restaurant  features  twenty 
elevision  monitors  that  showcase  a  variety  of 
ports  and  news  casts,  an  elevated  stage  for 
pecial  events,  a  courtyard  for  outside  dining, 
md  a  top  level  that  can  be  rented  out  for  free. 
However,  the  Powerhouse  did  not  always 


serve  food,  as  it  was  previously  a  power  plant  for 
the  university.  Constructed  in  1934,  the  brick 
building  featured  a  massive,  one  hundred  foot, 
circular,  brick  smoke  stack  and  two  250  pound 
gas-filled  boilers.  These  boilers  were  installed 
to  produce  steam  to  heat  the  university's  many 
dormitories  and  classrooms. 

However,  the  university  out  grew  its  power 
plant  and  the  building  was  left  dormant  for 
decades,  being  used  for  storage  space.  Things 
soon  changed  in  2004  when  the  food  services 
company,  Aramark,  became  the  university's 
food  services  provider.  "Aramark  was  then 
asked  by  the  university  to  propose  what  kind  of 
restaurant  should  be  in  the  location  of  the  old 
power  plant,"  said  Pat  Foley,  Regional  District 
Manager  for  Aramark. 

"We  talked  to  a  lot  of  people  and  we  wanted 
to  create  a  destination  that  was  unique  to 
Southern  Miss  that  nobody  else  had  and  that's 
what  we  came  up  with,"  said  Foley.  "We  wanted 
something  that  was  kind  of  themed  around  the 
university  that  would  build  school  spirit  and 
would  give  alumni  a  place  to  come  back  to." 


Tony  Meek,  Powerhouse  restaurant  manager 
said  the  Powerhouse  has  also  hosted  a  wide 
variety  of  events  throughout  the  fall  semester, 
such  as  the  Southern  Jazz  Vocal  Ensemble. 
The  Powerhouse  also  accomodates  students 
wishing  to  watch  Southern  Miss  away  games 
by  televising  the  games  which  are  broadcasted 
nationally. 

Overall,  Meek  thinks  the  restaurant  has  come 
a  long  way.  "The  renovation  has  been  spectacular 
and  the  response  has  too,"  said  Meek.  "A  lot  of 
people  watch  Southern  Miss  football  games, 
then  walk  through  our  restaurant  and  they're 
really  impressed  with  how  the  building  turned 
out." 

Others  like  Rodney  Harvey  enjoy  working 
at  the  Powerhouse  restaurant.  "Working  here  is 
so  fun  because  I've  made  so  many  friends."  said 
Harvey,  a  junior  advertising  major. 

Stephen  Abadie.  a  music  education  major, 
thinks.  "If  a  person  wants  a  good  meal,  this  is 
the  place  to  go." 
Story  by  Joseph  Ezell 
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Top  Left  Program  in  hand,  this 
graduate  wals  to  her  seat  as 
the  ceremony  begins 


Top  Right  This  graduate  wearing 
his  honors  ribbon  stands  awaiting 
his  diploma 

Bottom    Right    Several    students 

shout  happily  as  they  begin  thi 

ceremony 

All  Photos  by  Chris  Payne 
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One  graduate  assists 
another  with  her  hat 
before  the  cerernoney 
begins 
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There  comes  a  point  in  every  student's 
life  when  he  or  she  opens  their  wings  and 
continues  their  life  guided  by  the  teachings  of 
their  professors.  This  is  a  critical  point  when  the 
education  ends  and  a  new  life  begins,  leaving  the 
role  of  university  student  behind.  Graduation 
marked  this  monumental  point  in  the  diverse 
population  that  graduated  this  year. 

While  attending  Southern  Miss,  many 
students  not  only  acquire  an  education,  they 
collect  memories  that  will  stick  with  them  for 
the  rest  of  their  lives.  Kagan  Britt.  a  business 
administration  major  said,  "My  favorite  times 
on  the  Southern  Miss  campus  was  attending 
the  tailgating  parties."  At  such  social  events 
sponsored  by  the  university,  Britt  met  friends  and 
built  moments  that  she  will  cherish.  Using  the 
degree  she  acquired  from  Southern  Miss.  Britt 
plans  on  moving  to  North  Carolina  to  acquire  a 
management  position  at  a  local  business. 

Another    person    soon    to    graduate    from 


Southern  Miss  is  Tom  Lumas.  He  plans  to  get 
his  degree  in  Latin  and  Spanish.  His  favorite 
memories  include  the  football  games  and  various 
events  around  campus.  Tom  came  to  Southern 
Miss  after  attending  school  in  Las  Vegas, 
Nevada.  He  said,  "Not  only  did  I  have  to  adjust 
to  the  "southern  way  of  life,'  I  also  had  to  adjust 
to  the  campus  as  well."  Tom  said.  "At  first  the 
campus  looks  big  but  then  things  start  falling 
into  place."  After  graduating  with  his  degree 
in  Spanish  and  Latin,  he  plans  on  returning  to 
Las  Vegas  with  his  new  wife,  whom  he  met  on 
campus. 

For  these  students.  Southern  Miss  has 
not  only  given  them  an  education,  it  has  also 
provided  them  with  unforgettable  memories 
and  endless  oppotunites.  The  life  lessons  they 
have  learned  at  Southern  Miss  will  help  our 
new  graduates  continue  through  their  lives  and 
careers. 
Story  by  Tyler  Meador 
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Top:  Kellie  St  Cyr  the  Student 
Government  Association 

Director  of  the  Miss  University 
Southern  Mississippi  Pageant 
chooses  dancers  every  year  to 
help  entertain  the  crowd  This 
year,  the  dancers  performed  to 
live  music  from  six  decades 

Near  Right:  Ashley  Jefferson 
composes  an  eloquent  display 
of  fitness  in  her  tasteful  white 
one-piece  swimsuit  Jefferson 
is  a  freshman  Leadership 
Scholar  mapring  in  speech 
communication 

Far  Right  Katelyn  Ellzey,  a 
freshman  whose  platform  focused 
on  detecting  early  depression  in 
children,  poured  her  heart  into 
both  her  talent  performance  ond 
evening  gown  wall  Katelyn 
was  awarded  for  her  efforts  by 
winning  the  title  of  Miss  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi 
All  photos  by  Chris  Payne 
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Left  Former  Miss  University 
of  Southern  Ml 
Laura  Giles  helped  in 
the  beaut/  pageant 
Before  giving  her  fare  well 
speech  Laura  performed 
the  piece  that  tool  her 
to  the  Miss  Mississippi 
Pageant  in  a  dress  that 
her  mother  designed  and 
sewed  for  her 
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Preparations  tor  the  Miss  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  Pageant  started  in  the 
spring  of  2006.  when  Kellie  St.  Cyr,  a  senior 
dance  major,  was  selected  as  the  director.  Kellie 
participated  in  two  Miss  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  Pageants  as  a  dancer  before  taking 
her  post  as  the  director.  Kellie  planned  her  theme 
around  the  60th  year  anniversary  of  the  pageant  at 
Southern  Miss. 

Nine  girls  of  various  backgrounds  competed 

in  the  pageant,  each  excited,  but  not  overwhelmed 

at  the  prospect   of  winning   the   title.      Emily 

Gadilhe,  a  pre-med  major  said,  "It  was  important 

to  me  to  remember  not  to  sweat  the  small  stuff.  I 

i  just  had  to  remember  that  things  would  happen 

J  that  I  couldn't  control,  and  that  I  just  needed  to 

i  enjoy  myself." 

The  Miss  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Pageant  started  the  morning  of  Saturday,  February 
24,  2007.  Each  contestant  met  with  the  judges 
for  a  personal  interview.  Letasia  Poyadou,  a 
freshman  from  Waveland,  Mississippi,  said 
"When  it  comes  to  the  interviews,  staying  Lip  to 
date  is  really  important,  but  keeping  a  health) 
spirit  and  a  calm  mind  helps  out  a  lot." 


The  product  ion  itself  included  many  elements. 
First,  each  contestant  participated  in  the  opening 
number,  before  facing  an  onstage  interview  from 
the  host  and  hostess,  Dr.  Reginald  Houze  and 
Shea  Houze.  After  her  on-stage  interview,  each 
girl  quickly  changed  into  her  outfit  for  the  bathing 
suit  competition.  The  judges  take  this  portion  of 
the  production  to  judge  poise  and  athleticism. 
The  evening  gown  section  of  the  production  came 
next,  with  each  contestant  escorted  by  a  male 
official  of  the  Student  Government  Association. 
Diana  Smith,  a  senior  English  major  said.  "I  can't 
remember  my  escort's  name,  but  he  was  very 
friendly  and  cracked  jokes.  That  made  me  feel  a 
lot  more  comfortable." 

The  talent  portion  of  the  pageant  featured  a 
three-minute  performance  from  each  contestant. 
The  talents  ranged  from  dancing  to  acting,  to 
singing  to  poetry  recitation.  Kathryn  Jade  White 
said.  "I  performed  a  dance  from  Broadway,  and 
I  was  thrilled  that  I  hit  a  triple  lutz,  because  hall 
way  through  the  dance.  1  already  felt  exhausted." 

Two  awards  were  given  to  contestants 
for  reasons  outside  of  their  performance  in  the 
pageant.     Diana  received  the  Director's  Award 


for  her  prompt  and  positive  attitude.  The  Spirit  oi 
the  Miss  Southern  award,  which  is  voted  on  by  all 
of  the  contestants,  went  to  Ashelee  Jefferson  from 
Madison.  Mississippi. 

Finally,  Dr.  and  Shea  Houze  announced  the 
four  preliminary  winners,  the  alternates,  and  the 
newest  Miss  University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 
Third  alternate,  Kathryn  Jade  White,  tied  for 
the  talent  award  and  won  the  highest  grade 
point  average  award.  She  received  flowers,  a 
tropin,  and  a  S200  scholarship.  Emily  Gahilde 
received  second  alternate  and  recognition  as  die 
private  interview  winner,  which  gave  her  a  $500 
scholarship,  trophy,  and  flowers.  First  alternate 
and  the  physical  fitness  award  went  to  Ectasia 
Poyadou,  who  received  trophy,  flowers,  and  a 
$700  scholarship.  Finally,  Katelyn  Elizabeth 
Ellzey  won  the  evening  gown  award,  highest 
number  oi  ads  sold  award,  and  tied  lor  the  talent 
award,  before  being  crowned  as  the  newest  Miss 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 

Ellzey  said.  "I  am  very  fortunate  and  honored 
to  have  received  this  title.  I  can't  wait  to  take  m\ 
platform  into  action  and  then  move  on  to  the  Miss 
Mississippi  pageant!"  Story  by  Samantha  Nix 
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Right:  Shelby  Cade  a  freshman 
Leadership  Scholar,  spends 
Below  Sarah  Davis  works  on  her  afternoon  cooling  down 
her  abs  through  various  exercises  after  classes  in  a  yoga  session 
Davis  is  a  senior  psychology  mapr  Cade  is  a  theatre  mapr  from 
from  Columbus  Mississippi  Greenwood  Mississippi 
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Far  Right:  Keshaun  Fudge 
a  graduate  student  in  the 
marketing  program  concentrates 
on  his  upper-body  strength 
Fudge  is  a  native  of  Hattiesburg, 
Mississippi 

Right:  Lauren  Waldrop.  a  business 
technology  and  education 
mapr  tries  to  stay  in  shape 
by  evcercising  regularly  This 
Brandon,  Mississippi  native 
never  misses  a  chance  to  work 
out  in  the  state-of-the-art  Payne 
Center 
All  Photos  by  Rachel  Underwood 
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Left  Mitch  Hembree 
regularly  when  not  busy  with 
his  studies  os  an  architectural 
engineer  This  senior  from 
Vancleave  Mississippi  cannot 
wait  to  graduate 

Bottom  Left  The  weathered- 
looking  weights  in  the  Worf  Out 
Zone  display  their  years  of  tough 
love  Anyone  is  welcome  in  the 
Work-  Out  Zone  to  get  tit 

ottom  Right    The   indoor   trad 
in  the  Payne  Center      beckons 
students    and    faculty    a  ■ 
walk    |og    or   run  their   way   to 

tness  The  track  is  equipped  with 
water  fountains  to  quench  your 
thirst  and  make  running  inside 
more  convenient  than  running 
outside 


This  year.  Southern  Miss  hosted  its  annual 
fitness  incentive  program.  No  Payne,  No  Gain. 
The  program  resides  at  the  Payne  Workout 
Center,  and  falls  under  the  Department  of 
Recreational  Sports.  No  Payne,  No  Gain  runs 
under  the  direction  of  Fitness  Manager  Brad 
Holt,  and  the  aid  of  Graduate  Assistant  Ashley 
Rureay.  This  is  the  program's  second  year.  It 
j  was  going  to  be  held  last  year,  but  Hurricane 
Katrina  caused  complications. 

No  Payne,   No  Gain   is  a  semester  long 

,    program  that  has  no  charge  and   is  open   to 

all  students,  faculty  and  staff,  as  well  as  any 

I  member  of  the  Payne  Center.  The  program  tries 

j  to  change  its  members*  lifestyles  by  changing 

their    attitudes    through    time    and    rewards. 

Members    continually    receive    support    from 

trainers  and  other  members.    "We  are  here  to 

motivate   participants   to   keep   working   out," 


said  Brad  Holt,  "yet  we  hope  that  by  the  end  of 
the  program,  they  will  have  self-motivation  to 
continue  having  a  healthier  lifestyle." 

No  Payne.  No  Gain  rewards  consistent 
patrons  for  their  attendance  and  efforts 
throughout  the  semester.  It  is  a  computer-based 
program  that  encourages  attendance,  as  it  keeps 
track  of  its  members  log  in  dates  and  times.  The 
participants  receive  a  point  for  every  day  they  log 
in.  The  program  offers  three  priz.es  as  participants 
show  effort  and  progress.  As  participants  join 
No  Payne,  No  Gain,  they  immediately  earn  a 
wrist-band.  After  twenty  visits,  they  receive  a 
water  bottle.  As  participants  reach  level  three, 
which  equals  forty  visits,  they  earn  a  t-shirt. 
"This  is  my  second  year  as  a  participant,"  said 
polymer  science  graduate  Andy  Magenau,  "it 
helps  to  motivate  me  to  maintain  my  health." 

Visits   to  the   Payne  Center  do  not   only 


revolve  around  the  Work  Out  Zone.  Log  in 
time  can  be  done  by  working  out  in  the  Circuit 
Training  Room  that  has  recently  acquired  new 
equipment.  Members  of  No  Payne.  No  Gain 
may  also  participate  in  group  exercise,  such  as 
aerobics  or  martial  arts.  "1  do  Yoga  twice  a  week 
at  six  thirty  in  the  morning.  In  the  afternoon  I  try 
to  do  weight  lifting  and  cardio,"  said  graduate 
student  Sam  Tucker. 

Participants  may  also  get  involved  in 
recreational  sports,  such  as  basketball  or 
racquetball.  The  walking  trail  is  another  option 
for  participants  that  prefer  open-air  activities. 
The  trail  covers  a  mile  of  nice  scenery  and  fresh 
air.  "Our  main  goal  tor  the  program."  said 
Brad  Holt,  "is  to  promote  active  and  health) 
individuals  here  at  Southern  Miss."  Story  by 
Jennifer  Vital 
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From  polymer  science  to  drama,  Southern 
Miss  prides  itself  in  offering  a  wide  variety 
of  majors,  allowing  almost  anyone  to  study 
something  they  enjoy.  Southern  Miss  not  only 
boasts  an  excellent  College  of  Business;  but 
a  College  of  Education  and  Psychology  that 
has  been  the  masthead  since  its  conception; 
a  competitive  College  of  Health;  a  multi- 
million  dollar  grant-driven  College  of  Science 
and  Technology;  and  the  only  College  of 
Arts  and  Letters  with  all  five  art  programs  in 
Mississippi.  Founded  in  1910,  Southern  Miss 
began  as  Mississippi  Normal  College;  a  college 
focusing  on  the  instruction  of  future  educators. 
For  nearly  one  hundred  years  and  through  four 
name  changes,  Southern  Miss  continues  to  offer 
a  wide  array  of  scholarship,  constantly  encoding 
the  pride  of  excellent  academic  performance 
within  its  unique  spectrum  of  students. 
Story  by  Hannah  Mclnnis 
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President  Thames'  last  year 


As  he  nears  the  end  of  his  term  as 
University  President,  Dr.  Shelby  Freland 
Thames  looks  back  on  the  last  four  years 
only  briefly.  His  focus  is  on  the  future  of  a 
university  he  loves.  "I  want  people  to  know  at 
least  one  thing,"  he  said,  standing  outside  the 
Administration  Building  one  chilly  day  during 
the  fall  semester:  "This  is  a  fine  academic 
institution.  I  am  a  firm  believer  in  the  value 
of  a  good  education,  and  I  was  never  hesitant 
when  my  own  children  attended  the  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi." 

His  presidency  has  sometimes  been 
marked  by  controversy,  but  when  asked  about 
his  legacy.  Dr.  Thames  smiled.  "I  want  people 
to  think  that  I  made  a  positive  difference  for 
our  university."  he  said.  "My  intent  has  been 
to  stay  progressive,  to  work  hard  for  something 
better,  to  keep  Southern  Miss  financially  sound 
and  always  moving  forward.  I  hope  we  can 
look  back  and  say  we  are  better  off  today  than 
we  were  four  years  ago.  And  we  always  want 
the  focus  to  be  on  our  students.  Our  university 
has  a  broad  spectrum  of  people,  and  one  of 
our  keys  here  is  to  always  stay  centered  on 
the  individual.  You  can  see  on  our  banners  the 
slogan  'freeing  the  power  of  the  individual," 
and  that's  something  we  try  to  practice  as  much 
as  we  preach  it.  We  must  always  consider  how 
decisions  will  affect  our  students,  and  the 
best  thing  we  can  do  for  them  is  to  maintain 
a  progressive,  creative  and  sound  academic 
institution  through  which  their  individuality 
can  shine  through." 

Dr.  Thames  has  few  regrets,  though  there 
are  issues  he  views  as  unfinished  business, 
things  he  hopes  the  next  president  will  push  to 
completion.  "First  thing  that  comes  to  mind," 
Thames  said,  "I  wish  we  had  been  able  to  raise 


our  faculty  salaries  to  at  least  the  southeastern 
regional  average.  I  also  had  hoped  to  see  the 
Coast  Campus  even  further  developed  by  now, 
but  unfortunately  Hurricane  Katrina  really 
set  us  back.  And  of  course  we  always  want  to 
expand  our  scholarship  programs.  We  have 
greatly  increased  the  number  of  presidential 
scholars,  for  example,  and  1  know  the  next 
president  will  try  and  continue  to  do  so."  Dr. 
Thames  also  mentioned  several  major  projects 
he  hopes  will  soon  become  realities,  including 
the  renovation  of  the  old  Commons  building 
into  new,  high-tech  classroom  space.  "Imagine 
it  as  a  centralized,  general  class  center,"  he 
said.  "Instead  of  having  to  cross  campus 
from  the  residence  halls  to,  say.  the  Liberal 
Arts  Building  for  a  freshman-level  history  or 
English  class,  you  could  simply  walk  over  to 
the  Commons  building,  and  remain  only  steps 
away  from  the  student  union,  the  library,  the 
Power  House,  and  so  on." 

As  for  his  own  future.  Dr.  Thames  was 
adamant:  "I  am  not  retiring,"  he  said.  "I'm 
just  changing  jobs,  going  back  to  the  polymer 
science  department.  My  goal  there  will  be 
to  expand  our  research  programs,  bringing 
additional  revenue  sources  to  the  university  as 
a  whole." 

Finally,  with  the  Dome  of  the 
Administration  Building,  one  of  the  most 
visible  symbols  of  Southern  Miss,  silhouetted 
against  the  sky  behind  him,  Dr.  Thames  offered 
parting  words  of  advice  to  the  student  body: 
"You  can  be  anything  you  want  to  be  if  you 
focus,"  he  said.  "Study  hard  and  maintain  your 
focus."  He  smiled  again.  "But  most  important 
of  all,  never,  ever  quit." 
Story  by  Bradley  Warshauer 
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President  Thames  flrsf 
entered  the  Adm,n,sfraf,on 
gilding    as    Pres,dent    of 

he  University  ot  Southern 
AAtssissipp,  h  2002  He 
ends  his  term  os  president 
,n  May  of  2007  All 
Photos  by  Elizabeth 
Moby 
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Right  The  Libera!  Arts 
Building,  with  its  sprawling 
marble  staircase  houses 
the  College  of  Arts  and 
Letters  Photo  by  Elliott 
Freeman 

Bottom  Students  chat  with 
their  professor  over  lunch 
on  the  bad  patio  of  the 
Liberal  Arts  Building  Photo 
by  Franklin  Williams 
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With  books  in  tow 
students  flow  through  the 
lobby  of  the  Liberal  Arts 
Building  towards  their 
afternoon  class 
Photo  by  Franklin  Williams 


the  College  of  Arts  &  Letters 


The  College  of  Arts  and  Letters  at  Southern 
Miss  doesn't  just  contain  majors  in  art  and 
literature,  but  also  history,  mass  communications 
and  journalism,  foreign  language,  and  theatre 
and  dance.  There  is  no  college  at  Southern  Miss 
that  covers  a  wider  spectrum. 

"We  have  an  abundance  of  arts  offerings 
in  the  coming  months,  including  choral  ami 
jazz  concerts,  art  exhibits  and  major  theatre 
and  dance  productions,"  said  Dr.  Elliot  Pood, 
Dean  of  the  College  of  Arts  and  Letters.  The 
Theatre  Department  presented  the  Broadway 
hit  "Little  Shop  of  Horrors"  in  November. 
"The  dance  area  will  present  its  annual  Fall 
Dance  Concert,  featuring  the  best  in  student 
dancers  and  choreography."  said  Dr.  Pood.  The 


concert  should  provide  for  some  interesting 
entertainment,  with  the  set  including  office 
chairs  and  cleaning  supplies. 

The  School  of  Mass  Communications 
and  Journalism  hosted  a  fundraiser  for  the  Dr. 
Robert  Gene  Wiggins  Endowment,  in  honor 
of  long-time  faculty  member  Gene  Wiggins. 
"This  is  a  fitting  way  to  recognize  Dr.  Wiggins" 
long  and  distinguished  efforts,"  said  Chris 
Campbell,  director  o\  the  school.  In  addition. 
the  National  Association  of  Broadcasters 
Educational  Foundation  awarded  students 
Jana  Hicks,  Trea'mone  Hicks.  Eadie  Kolbo, 
Courtney  Lewis,  and  Sylvia  Pinegar  with  $5000 
scholarships  because  o\  their  experiences  with 
Hurricane  Katrina. 


Activism  is  the  focus  for  the  new  Center  for 
Human  Rights  and  Civil  Liberties  at  Southern 
Miss.  "The  center  was  founded  to  advance  the 
principle  of  'liberty  and  justice  for  all.'"  said 
Dr.  Bob  Press,  faculty  sponsor  and  political 
science  professor  at  Southern  Miss.  The  center 
is  not  onlj  designed  to  serve  the  university,  but 
it  also  collaborates  with  communit)  partners  on 
projects  that  address  social  justice  and  public 
policj  issues. 

"The  College  of  Arts  and  Letters  continues 
to  present  qualit)  educational  experiences  for 
both  its  students  and  the  community  at  large" 
said  Dr.  Pood.  Story  by  Alan  Wheat 
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Kallie  Graham  a 

Microbiology  mapr 

from     Waynesboro     Miss 
takes   notes   at   the   Glass 
Exhibit    this    year    for    an 
appreciation  class 
Photo  by  Elizabeth  Moby 


Esther  Dollar  from  Mobile 

Ala     admires    pieces    of 

the    Glass    Exhibit    Dollar 

appreciates  the  variety  of 

artworl    presented  at  the 

show. 

Photo  by  Elizabeth  Maloy 


With    a    steady    grip,     this 
faculty  member  lifts  a  drum 
for  the  public  iron  pour 
Photo  by  Chris  Payne 
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have 


INNOVATIVE 

MOTIVATION 

the  college  of  arts 


"You  cannot  use  art  as  a  means  to  an  end," 
said  Jim  Meade,  a  department  of  Art  and  Design 
professor.  "It  is  an  end  in  itself."  Being  a 
student  in  the  art  department  at  the  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi  is  an  experience  that 
leads  students  down  a  path  to  success  in  the  art 
world. 

While  the  process  of  education  in  the  art 
department  is  very  rewarding,  students  are 
constantly  tested  to  their  limits.  Every  studio 
art  class  requires  at  least  one  hour  of  homework 
a  night,  though  most  students  say  that  number 
is  usually  closer  to  three  or  four.  This  year, 
janitors  have  started  to  complain  about  students 
sleeping  in  the  studios,  but  somehow  Art  majors 
have  still  learned  to  stick  around  during  all 
hours  of  the  day.  In  the  Fine  Arts  building,  one 
can  usually  catch  students  intensely  focused  on 
computer  screens  for  graphic  design  projects,  or 
drawing  and  design  students  finishing  up  their 
homework  for  the  night. 

"The  work-load  is  very  intense,"  said  Jessie 
Lang,  a  junior  double-major  in  graphic  design 
and  sculpture.  "You  have  to  be  careful  about 
how  many  studio  classes  you  take  at  once." 


Students  and  community 
members  attended  the  public 
iron  pour  hosted  by  the  Art 
Department  to  promote 
diverse  art  awareness 
Photo  by  Chris  Payne 


There  are  fourareasof  emphasis  in  the  department: 
Painting  and  Drawing.  Sculpture.  Art  Education, 
and  Graphic  Communication,  which  are  taught 
by  diverse  faculty  members  who  are  experts  in 
their  field.  The  Art  Department  faculty  possesses 
a  unique  set  of  skills,  knowledge  and  experience 
to  help  students  achieve  their  career  goals. 
Mark  Beer,  a  junior  from  Brandon.  Mississippi, 
is  thankful  his  professors  are  so  knowledgeable 
and  caring.  Beer  said.  "I  feel  like  my  teachers 
will  do  whatever  it  takes  to  help  me  succeed." 

The  Department  of  Art  and  Design  also 
offers  programs  such  as  receptions,  lectures, 
workshops,  symposia,  and  other  events  which 
give  students  an  opportunity  to  learn  outside 
the  classroom  from  professional  artists  and 
designers.  These  events  give  students  the  chance 
to  truly  experience  art  firsthand.  In  the  beginning 
of  the  fall  semester,  the  Museum  of  Art  held  the 
opening  reception  for  the  Mitchell  Gaudet  Glass 
Exhibition  titled  "Myth  of  Romance"  as  well  as 
"Silent  Witness."  an  exhibition  showing  photos 
of  Post-Katrina  Mississippi.  Dr.  Jan  Siesling, 
from  the  Southern  Miss  Abbey  Program,  also 
gives  a  monthly  lecture  on  Vincent  van  Gogh. 


Additionally,  there  are  many  student  shows  in 
the  spring  which  will  feature  art  from  all  areas 
of  emphasis. 

Before  art  students  can  declare  their  major, 
they  have  to  go  through  a  foundation  program 
which  consists  o\'  taking  core  classes  and 
eventually  passing  a  review  process.  Amanda 
Oakes,  a  foundation  student  from  Monticello. 
Mississippi,  intends  to  major  in  Graphic  Design. 
Oakes  says  that  her  favorite  part  o\  being  an  Art 
major  is  becoming  close  with  her  classmates  and 
building  relationships  with  her  professors.  "I 
have  already  learned  so  much  from  m\  friends 
and  teachers."  Oakes  said.  "Right  now  these  basic 
classes  like  Drawing  and  Design  are  essential  to 
build  my  skills  as  a  graphic  designer." 

While  Oakes  is  interested  in  graphic  design. 
Monica  Smith,  a  sophomore  from  Gulfport 
Mississippi,  is  interested  m  painting.  After  being 
asked  why.  Smith  answered  that  n  is  because 
o\'  the  constant  education  and  the  fact  that 
something  is  always  waiting  to  be  discovered.  "1 
paint  because  I  love  it."  Smith  said. 


Story  by  Elizabeth  Maloy 
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the  arts,  dance 


Right  Shelly  Manry  performs 
in  "Misery  Love  Company " 

Bottom  Sarah  Latza,  Lauren 
Sautullo  Dylan  Kirksey  and 
Kristin  Jones  peet  out  from 
their  paper  towel  rolls 
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Allison  Beler  knew  at  a  very  young  age  that 
she  wanted  to  dance.  "I  have  been  dancing  since 
I  was  three  years  old,  performing  in  recitals,"  she 
said.  "Sleeping  Beauty  and  Cinderella  to  name 
a  few."  Most  Southern  Miss  dance  students, 
like  Beler,  have  been  performing  since  they 
were  very  young.  "I've  been  dancing  since  I 
was  two,"  said  sophomore  dance  major  Jeanette 
Pecot,  "My  favorite  was  a  piece  called  'Look  At 
Me.'" 

On  November  7"'.  they  put  their  skills 
to  the  test  in  their  Fall  Dance  Concert.  Beler 
performed  in  "Kindred  Comfort,"  while  Jeanette 
was  an  apprentice  in  "Postango." 

"It  was  great  to  finally  see  it  all  come 
together,"  said  Pecot,  "the  lights  and  the 
choreography  and  everything  else.  It  was  really 
great."  Beler's  favorite  part,  outside  of  the 
performance,  was  the  rehearsals  leading  up  to 
the  performance.  "Having  everyone  there  and 
really  being  able  to  be  there  as  a  family  was  just 
an  amazing  time." 

The  students  performed  many  other 
pieces,    including    "Skinny    Dippin"   by    Julie 


Hammond  and  "Contaminated"  by  Carrie 
Brueck.  The  students  weren't  just  responsible 
for  choreography,  though — the  musical  piece 
"Falso  Movemento"  was  rearranged  for  the 
performance  by  Elizabeth  Keenan  and  student." 
Christopher  Grant  and  Shelly  Manry  designed 
their  own  costumes. 

Even  though  the  students  were  busy,  they 
still  made  time  to  audition  and  appear  in  othei 
performances.  Shelley  Manry,  along  with 
Jermaine  Johnson,  appeared  in  Chandler':- 
piece  "Postango."  Johnson  also  appeared  in 
"Contaminated"  along  with  Christopher  Grant, 
who  choreographed  "Staple  Me." 

These  students  not  only  dance  for  the 
grade  but  also  in  an  attempt  to  gain  the  attention 
of  dance  companies  who  attend  various  dance 
showcases  at  Studio  115  in  the  Theatre  anc 
Dance  Building.  But  the  most  important  thing  tc 
the  dancers  is  their  simple  love  of  dance. 

"I  started  dancing  because  my  mom  stuck 
me  in  it  to  get  involved,"  Beler  said.  "I'm  still  ir 
it  because  I  fell  in  love  with  dancing." 
Story  by  Kayla  Burge  and  Alan  Wheat. 


Ifll      Kathleen     Stansell     uses     a 
computer    chair    as    an    intersting 
prop  in  "Staple  Me" 
All  photos  by  Chris  Payne 
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TIME  and  DEDICATION! 

the  arts,  theatre. 


Right  Joe  Styron  as  the 
character  Seymour  cradles 
Ashleigh  Hoppe  while  she 
fast-talks  him  into  fame  for  his 
mysterious  plant. 
All  photos  by  Emily  Sheckells 


Above  The  Doo-wop  girls 
Je'Nae  Howard  Mary  Lee 
Harris,  and  Susan  Met  ay 
sing  along  in  the  Theatre 
Department's  production  of 
little  Shop  of  Horrors 


The  theatre  department  at  Southern 
Miss  offers  Broadway  entertainment  transposed 
to  the  university  scale.  The  department  produces 
and  performs  various  plays  each  semester  just 
like  any  other  theatre.  The  plays  take  all  of  the 
same  steps  and  procedures  that  are  expected  of 
bigger  theatres,  and  actors,  producers,  and  the 
many  designers  that  assist  in  production  of  the 
play  all  take  their  jobs  very  seriously. 

Among  the  works  that  the  department 
has  produced  this  past  fall  are  Flaming  Guns 
of  the  Purple  Sage,  a  western  with  a  tingly  twist 
of  horror,  A  Lesson  from  Aloes,  a  story  written 
by  the  playwright  Athol  Fugard,  and  the  quite 
famous  and  funny  Little  Shop  of  Horrors. 

Students  instill  an  intense  amount  of 
time  and  dedication  to  these  productions.  "The 
theatre  department  holds  communication  on 
all  levels  an  art  form  itself,"  said  theatre  major 
Kayla  Blackwell. 

The  student  actors  are  backed  by 
the  production  crew  and  their  technical  work. 


The  production  crew  consists  of  students  who 
construct  vivid  backgrounds,  shine  bright  lights, 
and  control  sound.  Life-like  stage  presence  is 
a  key  in  production.  "Theatre  is  an  imitation 
of  life,"  said  theatre  major  Mark  Red.  "It  has 
aspects  of  certain  characteristics  of  everyday 
life." 

Students  dedicate  their  time  and 
energy  to  the  department,  and  they  participate 
in  "practicum,"  a  class  that  encourages  the 
students  to  be  dedicated  to  the  technicalities  of 
theatre  production.  Students  also  hand  out  flyers 
for  shows,  run  the  box  office  where  tickets  are 
sold,  and  act  as  ushers  to  help  the  audience  find 
their  seats. 

The  theatre  department  may  be  a  busy 
place  during  production  time,  but  with  the  entire 
crew's  participation.  Southern  Miss  theatre  fans 
are  sure  to  be  treated  to  productions  that  will 
"bring  down  the  house." 
Story  by  Bradley  Warshauer. 
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Above:  Susan  Mel  ay  Mary 
Lee  Harris  and  Je'Nae 
Howard  present  clones  of 
Audrey  II  in  the  closing  act  of 
Little  Shop  of  Horrors. 

Right:  Joe  Styron  and  Courtney 
Brown  act  out  a  scene  in  the 
thriving  flower  shop  on  the  set 
of  the  musical  Little  Shop  of 
Horrors 
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COMMITTED  to 

PERFECTION 


the  arts,  music. 


A  culmination  of  hundreds 
of  hours  in  practice  rooms 
private  lessons,  and  ensemble 
rehersals,  these  Southern 
Miss  students  exhibit  their 
stills  in  this  Symphony 
Orchastra  performance 
All  Photos  by  Kellie  Lindsay 
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Being  a  Southern  Miss  music  major 
often  means  a  lot  of  work.  Between  practice 
time  and  one-hour  performance  credits, 
students  can  find  themselves  scurrying  across 
campus  between  classes,  trying  to  fulfill  their 
music  requirements  while  also  working  on 
their  core  curriculum. 

"While  it  may  seem  easy  to  have 
many  classes  that  consist  of  only  one  or  two 
hours,"  said  sophomore  vocal  performance 
major  Dakoda  Dauner,  "What  people  fail  to 
realize  is  that  the  college  adage  of  studying 
three  hours  for  every  one  hour  of  class  is 
something  that  music  majors  have  to  take 
seriously,  because  practice  and  homework 
are  everything  in  music.  If  you  don't  practice 
you're  not  going  to  improve;  in  music  you 


can't  just  slide  by." 

"Sliding  by"  is  most  certainly  not 
an  option  in  the  Southern  Miss  School  oi 
Music,  which  is  one  of  the  more  respected 
such  institutions  in  the  region.  "Knowing 
about  the  School  of  Music's  reputation 
was  instrumental  factor  in  my  decision  to 
attend  Southern  Miss,  and  the  faculty  is  very 
competent  and  always  interested  in  helping 
you  better  yourself,"  Dauner  said. 

From  music  education  to  jazz 
studies  to  various  methods  of  performance, 
the  School  of  Music  offers  many  options  for 
students.  "I  was  impressed  with  the  variety  of 
specialty  programs  that  music  majors  have 
available  to  them."  said  Dauner.  "Not  only 
basic  education  and  performance,  but  also 


degrees  in  specific  areas  like  chorals,  or  jazz 
studies — and  even  people  using  an  instrument 
they've  played  for  a  long  time  can  choose 
from  different  forms  of  music,  from  classical 
to  contemporary." 

Finally,  under  the  School  of  Music's 
watch  are  popular  Southern  Miss  traditions 
and  attractions  like  the  Pride  of  Mississippi 
band,  or  the  Southern  Mississippi  Symphon) 
Orchestra.  Whether  offering  performances  lor 
the  regional  population  or  educating  our  next 
generation  of  music  instructors,  the  School 
of  Music  is  an  integral  part  of  the  university 
community. 
Story  by  Bradley  Warshauer 
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In  order  to  stay  updated 
on    current    events     many 

osse        eq 
students  to  read   through 
the    Wall    Street    Journal 
daily    All  Photos  by  Elliott 
Freeman 


^ADDITIONS 


The  College  of  Business,  along  with  offering 
a  slew  of  majors  pertaining  to  the  vast  field  of 
business,  is  approaching  an  overhaul.  As  a  whole, 
the  College  of  Business,  from  the  classroom  to 
a  new  brick  building,  is  preparing  for  updates 
and  additions  in  specific  areas.  Improvements 
in  areas  like  classroom  technology  could  lead 
to  more  internship  opportunities,  and  a  more 
comfortable  atmosphere  will  help  students  and 
teachers  alike  in  their  work,  studies,  or  research. 
Most  importantly,  the  College  of  Business  has 
the  opportunity  to  become  nationally  accredited, 
which  will  attract  students  from  around  the 
country. 

With  the  help  of  the  College's  Business 
Advisement  Council,  the  College  is  able  to 
offer  students  numerous  commodities  and 
communal  resources  to  further  their  education 
inside  the  business  field.  "With  the  Business 
Advisory  Council  on  hand  just  for  Southern 
Miss,  the  College  of  Business  is  enriched  witli 
many  things  in  many  different  areas,"  said  Jan 
May.  Areas  such  as  scholarships,  internships. 


and  education   itself,   are   all   brought   out   by     fl^^v 

the   Business   Advisory   Council.   With   prime 

scholarships  available,  students  are  able  to  enter     CoIIG^G    Of   BUSJUGSS 

and  choose  a  business  major  with  ease.  With 
such  selective  internships,  students  are  able  to 
gather  valuable  understanding  of  certain  areas 
of  business.  Finally,  with  students  enrolled  at 
Southern  Miss  in  the  College  of  Business  and 
with  students  gaining  the  highest  quality  of 
business  education  offered,  the  countenance  of 
the  College  of  Business  will  be  elevated  and  will 
be  trusted  when  national  accreditation  is  placed 
on  the  College. 

With  so  many  interesting  studies  and 
classes  happening  in  the  College  of  Business,  it 
is  obvious  that  the  College  is  deserving  of  the 
renovations  and  updates  that  will  take  place 
as  early  as  next  semester.  As  the  College  of 
Business  grows  and  expands,  it  gains  strength 
from  students  and  teachers  alike.  Story  by 
Kenneth  Legg 
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with  Jeri  Boren  ^  A  -**-  ^  XilVlXil  NJ    1 


As  a  wide-eyed  eight  year-old,  the  vibe  of 
New  York  City  paired  with  her  love  of  shopping 
indicated  early  on  to  Jeri  Boren  that  she  would 
need  creativity  when  choosing  a  major  here  at 
Southern  Miss.  "1  thought  it  would  be  great 
to  shop  for  a  living,"  Jeri,  a  senior  fashion 
merchandising  major  said,  "and  you  can,  with 
someone  else's  money." 

As  a  fashion  merchandising  major,  Jeri 
has  the  opportunity  to  participate  in  a  variety 
of  different  projects.  But  first,  she  has  to  field 
questions.  "No,  this  isn't  like  Project  Runway!" 
she  said.  "Fashion  merchandising  runs  along 
the  design,  as  the  business  side  of  things.  First 
of  all,  we  must  have  a  minor  in  marketing  so 
we  can  not  only  watch  the  evolving  changes  in 
fashion,  but  look  at  our  target  audience,  price 
range,  and  store  image." 

After  understanding  the  basics  of  fashion 
merchandising  and  marketing,  Jeri  and  her 
classmates  participate  in  highly  interactive 
projects.  Her  merchandising  math  class,  Jeri 
worked  with  a  budget  and  a  particular  company 
to  create  a  six  month  plan.  "That's  about  the 
time   limit   of  a  season.      Basically,   we   were 


the  buyers,  and  we  had  to  stock  the  store  with 
wardrobe,"  she  said. 

Sometimes,  however,  it's  all  about 
observation.  Jeri  explained  and  said,  "Fashion  is 
cyclical.  For  one  of  my  classes,  we  were  asked 
to  just  sit  and  take  note  of  one  aspect  of  clothing. 
I  chose  skirts,  and  for  hours,  I  would  just  sit  and 
record  the  types  of  skirts  people  would  wear  not 
only  to  school,  but  to  church  and  work.  This 
way,  I  could  project  some  new  trends." 

Jeri  has  become  passionate  about  her  field, 
and  works  as  the  president  of  the  -Fashion 
Merchandising  Club.  The  Club  participates  in 
activities  like  creating  a  fashion  show  with  the 
College  of  Business  and  Career  Services,  as 
well  as  helping  to  decorate  Joseph  Greene  Hall 
for  Breast  Cancer  Awareness  Month.  "There's 
always  something  more  to  learn,"  Jeri  said,  when 
asked  about  why  she  enjoyed  the  Club.  "Fashion 
is  change,  because  people  are  constantly  wanting 
the  new  thing.  That's  exciting  to  me,  because 
there's  always  something  to  look  forward  to." 

When  asked  about  her  plans  in  the  future, 
Jeri  said,  "I  don't  have  a  particular  company  in 
mind,  but  New  York  City  would  be  nice."   But 


then,  after  a  short  beat,  "Well,  maybe  Sachs 
would  be  nice,  because  they  own  so  many 
different  types  of  businesses." 

"The  thing  is.  fashion  merchandising  is  a 
young  business.  So  many  people  burn  out  after 
just  a  few  years.  I  think  I  would  like  to  eventually 
come  back  to  school  and  be  a  professor,  after 
having  my  own  fun  in  the  industry." 

Jeri  has  good  reasons  for  wanting  to 
become  a  professor.  Her  own  professor,  Dr. 
Kozar,  inspired  her  to  continue  her  education. 
"She  pushed  the  whole  class,  and  I  could  tell 
she  really  wanted  all  of  us  to  succeed.  She  kept 
telling  us  that  we  were  good  enough  to  reach  our 
goals,  and  that  meant  a  lot." 

Jeri 's  own  goals,  which  started  off  in  the  Big 
Apple,  don't  seem  that  far  away.  Bright-eyed 
and  intellectual,  she  definitely  is  not  your  typical 
business  student.  However,  she  possesses  the 
knowledge  and  savvy  to  take  her  dreams,  and 
run  far.  Story  by  Samantha  Nix 
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Jen  Boren  a  senior  fashion 
merchandising  student 
sorts  through  clothes  at  Eva 
Maria's  a  local  boutique 
in  preparation  for  the 
upcoming  make-over 

event  with  the  Fashion 
Merchandising  Club 

Boren  serves  as  president 
for  the  club  All  Photos  by 
Rachel  Underwood 


business  student  highlight 
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OPPORTUNITIES 


the  College  of  Education  and  Psychology 


The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
is  often  rendered  as  a  wonderful  college 
campus  to  "gain  an  education  in  education." 
The  College  of  Education  and  Psychology 
at  Southern  Mississippi  stands  out  as  one  of 
the  finest  in  all  of  the  southern  United  States. 
With  education  opportunities  in  technology, 
psychology,  education,  child  and  family  studies 
and  library  sciences,  the  College  of  Education 
and  Psychology  offers  opportunities  that  stand 
out  amongst  other  college  programs  that  pertain 
to  the  broad  field  of  education  and  psychology. 
Degree  programs  are  also  prominent  features  that 
the  College  of  Education  and  Psychology  chooses 
to  maintain;  especially  for  the  endowment  of 
graduate  students.  These  degree  programs  are 
offered  in  each  specific  area  of  study  mentioned 


above,  and  give  each  undergraduate  student 
adequate  challenges  and  rigorous  training  for 
the  specific  area  of  study. 

Dr.  W.  Lee  Pierce,  the  Dean  and  fellow 
professor  of  Southern  Mississippi's  College 
of  Education  and  Psychology  said.  "Other 
than  the  department  of  psychology,  which 
is  APA  (American  Psychology  Association) 
accredited  in  three  programs,  we  have  a  library 
sciences  program  that  is  ALA  (American 
Library  Association)  accredited.  We  also  offer 
fabulous  Degree  programs  for  teachers  that 
allow  them  to  teach  on  a  K-12  grade  level, 
programs  that  license  counselors,  programs  that 
educate  in  the  field  of  family  and  child  studies, 
and  comprehensive  programs  in  the  field  of 
psychology."    Research  among  the  psychology 


department  ranges  through  an  assortment  ol 
subjects.  Varying  from  the  cognitive  brain 
pattern  of  dolphins  to  comprehensive  studies 
with  humans  and  die  effects  of  drugs  on  the 
brain,  the  psychology  department  is  simply 
exhaustive.  The  education  department  is  also 
extensive.  With  degree  opportunities  varying 
from  curriculum,  instruction,  and  special 
education,  teaching  and  education  skills  are 
implemented  by  graduate  students  b\  teaching 
future  generations  effectively. 
Story  by  Kenneth  Legg 
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concrete  benches  outside 
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Holl  to  before 
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psychology  with 
Gates  Crisler 


The  extensive  involvement  of  a  college 
student  not  only  reflects  his  or  her  passions,  but 
also  benefits  others.  Gates  Crisler,  a  twenty-one 
year  old  student,  will  graduate  from  Southern 
Miss  with  a  Psychology  major  next  year. 
Gates*  involvement  with  the  university  and 
the  community  have  helped  him  mature  as  an 
individual,  and  make  connections  with  different 
people  that  will  help  him  succeed  in  his  education 
and  career.  "I  chose  Southern  Miss  because  of 
the  people."  Gates  said.  "The  students,  faculty, 
and  staff  are  the  lifeblood  of  this  university." 

This  year.  Gates  was  a  member  of 
Southern  Style,  which  is  a  diverse  group  of 
student  leaders  that  serve  as  orientation  leaders, 
as  well  as  hosts  for  prestigious  university 
events.  "My  most  fun  memory  at  Southern 
Miss  is  my  Southern  Style  experience."  he  said. 
His  involvement  at  the  university  also  includes 
being  a  Senator  for  the  College  of  Education 
and  Psychology,  a  member  of  the  SGA  Cabinet, 
Psychology  Club,  GEWW  Crew,  and  Reformed 
University  Fellowship.  He  was  also  selected  as 
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a  member  of  Golden  Key  and  Psi  Chi  Honor 
Societies  and  a  Chi  Omega  Big  Brother. 

Gates  also  helped  out  the  community 
through  various  volunteer  programs.  He 
volunteered  for  the  Civitan  Camp,  Relay  for 
Life,  the  Make-A-Wish  Foundation  ,  and 
the  Hattiesburg  Zoo.  On  most  weekends,  he 
traveled  choreographing  for  school  show  choirs 
in  Alabama,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Mississippi. 
Nebraska,  Ohio  and  Wisconsin. 

"My  experiences  here  at  Southern  Miss 
have  molded  my  academic,  social,  creative,  and 
service  endeavors,"  he  said.  As  an  undergraduate, 
he  has  been  heavily  involved  in  research  through 
Dr.  Chris  Barry's  Youth  Personality  and  Behavior 
Lab.  The  research  focuses  on  risk  and  protective 
factors  concerning  youth  conduct  problems 
with  delinquency.  It  investigates  the  role  of 
intrapersonal  variables  in  the  development  and 
maintenance  of  problem  behavior.  Gates  studied 
the  cognitive  and  narcissism  traits  in  the  face  of 
negative  or  threatening  events. 

He  took  part  in  conducting  an  extensive 


data  collection  at  the  Youth  Challenge  Program 
at  Camp  Shelby,  which  houses  over  two  hundred 
at-risk  adolescents  every  six  months.  "Working 
under  Dr.  Barry's  leadership  has  allowed  me  to 
focus  and  pursue  my  research  interests,"  he  said. 
Besides  research,  he  also  submitted  a  poster  for 
the  Southeastern  Psychological  Association's 
annual  conference.  The  poster  focused  on  the 
research  done  at  the  camp. 

Upon  graduation  from  Southern  Miss, 
he  wishes  to  pursue  a  Master's  Degree  in 
Human  Development  and  Psychology,  followed 
by  a  Doctorate  in  Clinical  Psychology.  He 
received  invitations  to  interviews  at  the  graduate 
schools  of  Harvard.  Pepperdine.  The  University 
of  Pennsylvania,  The  College  of  William  and 
Mary,  and  Vanderbilt.  "My  research  interests 
were  spawned  at  Southern,"  he  said,  "and  I  hope 
to  live  a  life  of  discovery  through  research  and 
of  service  through  clinical  practice." 
Story  by  Jennifer  Vital 
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The  Elizabeth  C  Harl  ins 
Hall  houses  the  School 
of       Nursing.  Among 

its      resources      are      the 
Learning  Resource  Center, 
a  computer   lab.   and   the 
Clinical  Simulation  Lab. 
Photo  by  Alicia  Coker 


MOVING 


"The  College  of  Health  possesses 
a  tradition,  not  a  past,"  said  Dr.  Peter  Fos,  its 
dean.  "And  today  we  are  involved  with  every 
healthcare  discipline  on  campus." 

There  are  several  disciplines  associated 
with  the  College  of  Health,  and  although 
Southern  Miss  does  not  possess  a  medical 
school,  the  university  can  prepare  an  individual 
for  further  education  in  that  field.  For  example, 
a  student  can  get  a  degree  in  medical  technology 
and  then  go  on  to  medical  school.  But  the 
College  of  Health  does  far  more  than  simply 
prepare  students  for  their  doctorates;  among  its 
many  fields  are  social  work,  community  health 
sciences,  speech,  hearing,  human  performance. 


and  recreational  sciences.  The  College  designs 
its  programs  to  help  ensure  the  success  of  its 
students. 

"We  spend  many  hours  figuring  out 
ways  to  help  students  succeed,"  Dr.  Fos  said. 
"For  example,  we  recently  held  a  fundraiser 
to  help  students  with  the  financial  burden  of 
school." 

As  for  the  future  of  the  College  of 
Health,  Foss  said  there  is  much  to  which  students 
can  look  forward.  "Soon  the  College  of  Health 
will  be  under  one  roof  with  a  new  building 
here  on  campus,"  he  said  "We  have  grown  for 
many  years,  and  hope  to  continue  that  trend." 
Story  by  Tyler  Meador 


College 
of  Health 


Two  nursing  students 
study  in  the  Learning 
Resource  Center  The 
LRC  is  a  place  for 
nursing  students  to  study 
and  do  labs 
Photo  by  Alicia  Coker 
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Latara  Leggett  gains  field  experience  in  social  work 
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Latara  Leggctt  is  a  student  who  knows 
how  to  maintain  a  balance  on  both  ends  of  the 
spectrum  of  school  and  work.  A  senior  from 
Petal,  Mississippi,  Leggett  works  hard  to  do  well 
in  school  and  to  be  a  great  help  in  the  Hattiesburg 
community. 

A  student  in  the  College  of  Health,  Legget 
focuses  on  the  social  work  area,  and  is  devoted 
to  her  line  of  work.  Leggett  is  currently  on  the 
Dean's  List  and  she  is  a  member  of  Phi  Theta 
Kappa,  the  social  work  honors  society.  Leggett 
will  graduate  in  May,  but  plans  to  return  for  her 
Master's  degree. 

"I  have  had  a  great  experience  at  Southern 
Miss,"  she  said.  "I  have  learned  so  much  about 
leadership  and  I  have  grown  so  much.  I've 
learned  to  come  out  of  my  shell  a  bit  and  I  got  in 
a  izroove." 


Aside  from  her  academic  endeavors. 
Leggett  is  the  president  of  the  Bachelor  of  Social 
Workers  (BSW).  Also,  Latanya  works  with  the 
Family  Network  Partnership  to  provide  lor  the 
less  fortunate  citizens  in  the  Hattiesburg  area. 
The  BSW  and  the  Family  Network  Partnership 
both  perform  community  service  and  work  w  ith 
the  Red  Cross  to  raise  money  to  help  feed  hungry 
families  during  the  holidays. 

In  addition  to  her  work  with  charities  and 
community  service  oriented  groups.  Leggett 
finds  time  to  act  as  a  basketball  coach  with 
the  Petal  Youth  Sports  Association  and  to  be  a 
children's  minister  at  the  Piney  Grove  Church  in 
Petal.  Miss.  It  is  clear  that  Leggett  is  dedicated 
to  creating  a  better  standard  of  living  lor  the 
community.  Story  by  Bradley  Glasco 
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Dr  Alma  Gearba  |unior 
physics  rnqor  Greg  Carson 
and  graduate  physics  mapr. 
Brad  Crochet  attempt  to 
isolate  atoms  with  a  high 
powered  laser  The  research 
team  produced  the  coldest 
spot  in  the  Southeast  as  a 
result  of  their  experiments  this 
fall  Photo  by  Tracy  Thomas 
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Lett  Johnson  Science  Tower 
houses  many  of  Southern  Miss's 
biology  reasearch  labs  while 
most  of  the  chemistry  labs  are 
in  the  Bobby  Cham  Technology 
Center  Photo  by  Tracy  Thomas 

Below:  Stuart  Neal,  a  Freshmen 
music  education  mapr  studies 
with  Stuart  Lovinggood  a 
freshmen  polymer  science  mapr 
before  their  Introduction  to 
Polymers  class  begins 
Photo  by  Christy  Dyess 


"The  students,  staff  and  faculty  of  the 
College  of  Science  and  Technology  work  as  a 
team  to  create  knowledge  and  promote  economic 
development  in  the  state,  the  nation,  and  the 
world,"  said  the  college's  dean,  Dr.  Rex  Gandy. 
whose  College  of  Science  and  Technology 
enrolls  approximately  three  thousand  students, 
about  five  hundred  of  whom  are  pursuing 
graduate  degrees. 

The  college  offers  a  wide  selection  of 
departments.  Students  may  get  a  bachelors, 
masters,  or  doctoral  degree  in  everything  from 
administration  of  justice  to  forensic  science. 
Students  can  also  take  classes  that  will  give 
them  credits  at  Southern  Miss  while  completing 
basic  law  enforcement  training. 

The  Department  of  Geography  and  Geology- 
provides  students  with  research  opportunities 
at  the  Gulf  Park  Campus  in  Long  Beach  and 
at  Stennis  Space  Center.  The  Department  of 
Marine    Science    focuses    on    the    four    major 


fields:  physical  oceanography,  geological 
oceanography,  biological  oceanography,  and 
marine  chemistry. 

The  School  of  Polymers  and  High 
Performance  Materials  educates  students  in  the 
theory  and  practice  of  polymer  science,  which 
is  changing  the  face  of  our  society.  Polymer 
Science  faculty  members  come  from  various 
disciplines,  including  chemistry,  physics,  and 
chemical  engineering. 

The  Biological  Sciences  department  offers 
programs  of  instruction  and  research  at  multiple 
teaching  sites  within  the  Southern  Miss  network 
of  campuses.  Chemistry  and  Biochemistry, 
established  in  1959.  maintains  a  highly  respected 
faculty,  not  to  mention  well-funded  research 
programs.  Coastal  Sciences  leads  students 
into  investigations  of  marine  fisheries,  marine 
aquaculture.  environmental  and  animal  health. 
marine  biology,  coastal  chemistry,  coastal 
geology,  and  marine  science  teacher  education. 


"The  College  o(  Science  and  Technology 
provides  an  outstanding  education  and 
opportunities  to  conduct  world  class  research 
alongside  its  students."  said  Gand\ .  "'Students 
have  the  opportunity  to  conduct  research  at  sites 
from  Hattiesburg  to  Ocean  Springs." 

The  College  also  provides  pre-professional 
students  with  the  Premedical  and  Health 
Professions  Office,  which  helps  students  prepare 
for  careers  in  medical  fields  b\  assisting  with 
the  application  process  and  course  selection. 
The  office  administers  programs  ranging  from 
medicine  and  dentistry  to  occupational  therapy. 

The  College  o\  Science  and  Technology 
hopes  to  inspire  the  next  generation  o\  students, 
with  its  focus  on  implementing  Southern  Miss's 
mission  through  education,  research,  economic 
development  ami  service. 
Story  by  Jennifer  Vital 
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Ashley  Co*  proves  there 
is  more  to  research  than 
bubbling  beal  ers  and 
hot  bunsen  burners  She 
must  also  record  results 
and  create  calculations  as 
well  as  use  the  assistance 
of  several  computer 
programs  to  run  her 
experiments  All  Photos 
by  Tracy  Thomas 
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polymer  science 
with  Ashley  Cox 


Southern  Miss  has  a  nationally-renowned 
polymer  science  program,  and  sophomore  Ashley 
Cox  is  heavily  involved  with  the  program's 
research.  Cox,  a  graduate  of  West  Jones  High 
School  in  Laurel,  Mississippi  actually  began  her 
venture  into  this  cutting-edge  field  during  high 
school,  two  summers  before  her  first  year  at  the 
university. 

"That's  how  1  decided  that  I  really  enjoyed 
the  field  of  polymer  science,  by  working  in  the 
lab  and  getting  experience,"  she  said.  "Plus,  it 
combines  three  of  my  favorite  subjects:  math, 
chemistry,  and  physics." 

Cox's  research  focuses  specifically  on 
rheology  modifiers.  According  to  Cox,  rheology 
can  be  described  as  the  thickness  or  viscosity 


of  a  substance.  Her  research  is  designed  to  find 
out  what  substances  can  modify,  increase,  or 
decrease  the  rheology  of  another  substance. 

"We  get  to  use  a  liquid  handler,"  Cox  said. 
"It's  a  large  robotic  machine  that  fills  all  of 
the  samples  for  us.  It's  much  faster  than  doing 
it  by  hand,  which  would  take  about  forty-five 
minutes.  This  way,  we  can  test  larger  amounts 
of  substances." 

The  field  of  polymer  science  has  opened  up 
many  opportunities  for  Cox.  She  has  been  able 
to  present  her  research  at  conventions  across  the 
country,  in  cities  like  San  Francisco,  Atlanta,  and 
Las  Vegas.  Furthermore,  prestigious  companies 
like  DuPont.  GE  Plastics  and  Proctor  &  Gamble, 
among  others,  provide  career  opportunities  in 


polymer  research. 

Along  with  her  dedication  to  polymer 
science.  Cox  is  a  member  of  the  Pi  Beta  Phi 
sorority,  an  Honors  College  student,  and  a 
Luckyday  Scholar  mentor.  "Right  now,  I  am 
in  the  freshman  girls'  Honors  dorm,"  she  said.; 
"I  act  as  a  mentor  to  the  freshman  Lucky  Day 
scholars.  Basically,  I  make  sure  their  experience 
goes  well,  and  I  keep  them  on  track." 

As  for  her  future,  Cox  said  she  will  continue 
to  work  in  the  research  lab  until  graduation  to 
gain  experience,  completing  her  major  to  prepare 
her  for  what  she  sees  as  a  very  exciting  future  in 
polymer  science.  Story  by  Bradley  Glasco 
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A  wide  range  of  sudents  came 
to  listen  to  Robert  Kennedy  Jr's 
lecture  Among  them  are  Brittain 
Heindl,  Sam  Zeanah,  Madison 
Wall  er  and  Ty  McCleery 
all  Honors  students  who  were 
invited  to  have  dinner  with 
Kennedy 


Right  Amanda  Trulock. 
Brennen  Hancock  Breanne 
Hancod  and  Denk  Wood 
talk  to  Mr  Kennedy  about 
some  of  the  political  and 
environmental  issues  he 
brought  up  in  his  speach 
Far  Right  Chandler  Stapleton 
from  Daphne  Alabama 
entertains  the  guests  All 
Photos  by  Elizabeth  Maloy 
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On  October  4,  2006,  Robert  Kennedy 
Jr.  presented  his  lecture  "Our  Environmental 
Destiny"  at  Bennett  Auditorium.  Kennedy 
spoke  about  America's  duty  to  preserve  the 
environment  and  about  his  twenty  years  of 
experience  in  environmental  activism,  including 
his  work  in  New  York  to  restore  the  Hudson 
River  with  the  Riverkeeper  organization,  which 
has  spawned  more  than  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  other  such  organizations  around  the  globe. 
Kennedy  emphasized  the  importance 
of  nature  by  portraying  its  links  to  our 
history  and  national  identity,  saying  that  the 
environment  is  not  only  crucial  to  our  physical 
health  but  also  our  country.  The  diverse  terrain, 
abundant  wildlife,  and  fertile  soil  are  what 
make    our    nation    one    of   great    opportunity. 

"It's  not  so  much  for  the  fish  or  the 
birds,  but  for  our  own  sake,"  Kennedy  said. 
"When  we  destroy  nature,  we  diminish  ourselves." 
Throughout  his  presentation,  Kennedy 
stressed  that  the  work  of  saving  the  environment 
is  "Not  the  province  of  any  one  political  party." 
He  said  that  the  effects  of  pollution  are  important 
to  everyone  in  the  nation.  Kennedy  cited 
dangerous  levels  of  mercury  contamination  in 
fish  and  a  record  number  of  fatal  asthma  cases  in 
the  United  States  as  evidence  of  what  pollution 


is  doing  to  our  environment. 

"He  talked  about  issues  that  were  relevant 
to  everyone,"   said   sophomore    Derik   Wood,   a   Robert   Kennedy  Jl 
Presidential  Scholar  from   Hamilton,  Mississippi   vjojto 
who  is  double-majoring  in  history  and  political 
science.  "It  was  a  great  opportunity  to  meet  someone   <3"U  II  lei  I 
who  has  influenced  government  policies." 

Aside  from  pointing  out  the  effects  of 
pollution.  Kennedy  gave  his  opinion  on  how 
it  is  occurring.  He  said  that  most  pollution  is 
a  result  of  corporate  influences  on  lawmakers, 
which  undermines  the  goal  of  enacting  stricter 
environmental  regulations  by  lowering  standards 
or  changing  the  wording  of  legislation.  "This 
enables  companies  to  continue  polluting  the 
environment  while  cutting  costs,"  he  said. 
"The  lecture  was  an  excellent  opportunity 
for  students  to  experience  views  about  a  wide 
range  of  the  political  and  environmental 
spectrum."  said  freshman  Jeffrey  Guillot,  a 
history  major  from  Slidell,  Louisiana.  "It  helped 
inspire  critical  thinking.  Even  if  you  didn't  agree 
with  what  Mr.  Kennedy  said,  you  still  learned 
something."  Story  by  Bradley  Glasco 
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Right  Angle  Pardee, 
Kaycie  Hall,  Kathy  Minor 
and  Denise  Dickerson  help 
prepare  the  ingredients 
for  the  fennel  salad  by 
washing  basil  leaves  and 
chopping  green  onions 


I 


Above  Sophomore  Taylor 
Randal!  and  freshman 
Courtney  Simon  discuss  the 
night's  cooking  at  Nicholl's 
State  University  while  taking 
a  water  break  The  class 
assisted  culinary  students  in 
preparing  a  menu  to  include 
vegetable  |ambalaya  gumbo 
fennel  salad  and  white 
chocolate  banana  pudding 

Right  As  an  active  component 
for  the  Honors  Food  and 
World  Literature  course  the 
Honors  College  sponsored 
the  class  to  travel  to  Nicholl's 
State  University  to  experience 
a  food  and  wine  pairing 
class  taught  by  a  published 
author  and  former  student  of 
Southern  Miss 


!   lift 
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Left  Freshman  Duncan 
Lutz  whisks  together  a 
mi  •  ture  a  seasonings 
lemon  |uice  and  olive 
oil  for  the  said  dressing 
All  Photos  submitted  by 
Christy  Dyess 


ENHANCEMENT 


benefits  of  the  Honors  College 


The  Honors  College  at  Southern  Miss 
is- one  of  the  oldest  in  the  nation  with  the  first 
classes  being  taught  in  1965  and  the  college 
being  formally  inaugurated  in  1976.  The  Honors 
College  program  offers  great  opportunities 
for  those  excelling  in  academic  achievement. 
Some  of  those  opportunities  come  in  the  form 
of  active  learning  classes  which  allows  Honors 
College  students  to  take  trips,  enhancing  their 
educational  experience. 

General  Honors  students  take  the  same 
curriculum  as  other  Southern  Miss  students,  but 
must  complete  22  hours  in  Honors  sections.  In 
those  sections,  professors  promote  discussion 
and  writing  to  train  students  in  communication 
skills. 


As  juniors,  students  enter  the  Senior 
Honors  program,  where  they  focus  on  their  senior 
thesis.  Students  choose  a  thesis  topic  from  within 
their  major  held,  and  it  often  replaces  capstone 
classes  or  a  McNair  Scholarship  thesis. 

"Honors  College  has  been  very 
beneficial  to  me."  said  sophomore  education 
major  Brandy  Strahan.  "It  has  allowed  me  to 
broaden  my  horizons  and  travel  to  places  around 
the  United  States  while  having  fun  learning  in 
the  process."  Strahan  also  said  that  her  favorite 
part  of  being  in  the  Honors  College  is  the  people 
around  her.  "I  would  have  to  say  that  the  people 
that  I  get  to  work  and  study  with  arc  all  trying 
their  hardest  to  achieve  academic  success  here 
and  that  is  truly  motivational  and  inspiring." 


Sophomore  biochemistry  major  Leland 
Davis  said  that  his  favorite  part  of  the  Honors 
College  is  the  environment.  "The  people  in  the 
college  are  so  friendly  and  great  and  it  creates 
such  a  comfortable  environment.  The  smaller 
classes  are  really  helpful.  It  provides  a  more 
close  atmosphere  among  both  the  students  and 
professors." 

Whether  they  are  taking  pail  in 
unique  active  learning  classes,  traveling  across 
the  country,  or  simply  socializing  with  other 
Honors  College  students,  students  enjoy  the 
overall  environment.  The  Honors  College  is  an 
institution  at  Southern  Miss  that  is  respected, 
appreciated,  and  enjoyed.  Story  by  Alan  Wfteaf 
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Photo  by  Bethany  Kent 


Photo  by  Elizabeth  Keenan 


Photo  by  Alicia  Coker 


Southern  Miss  identifies  itself  in 
different  ways:  the  golden  eagle,  exceptional 
academics,  a  new  copper  dome,  a  large 
athletic  department,  award-winning  theatre 
productions,  and  a  diverse  student  body. 
Most  of  all,  however,  Southern  Miss  identifies 
itself  with  its  surrounding  community  and 
sister  campuses.  The  Hattiesburg  and  Gulf 
Coast  campuses  have  formed  their  own 
unique  communities,  moving  forward  through 
difficulties  that  the  years  have  thrown  at  them. 
Despite  the  roadblocks,  both  campuses  have 
grown  to  share  a  common  identity  under  the 
name  of  Southern  Miss,  while  maintaining 
their  own  versions  of  student  life.  In  support 
of  the  spectrum  of  locations  offered  at 
Southern  Miss,  the  surrounding  community 
colors  the  lives  of  students  off  campus. 
From  hometown  cafes,  to  the  convenience 
of  brand  new  shopping  centers,  diverse  food 
choices,  and  gorgeous  downtown  niches, 
students  enjoy  the  enrichment  of  different 
academic  locations  as  well  as  the  style  of  their 
surrounding  communities. 
Story  by  Hannah  Mclnnis 
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Thoughts  about  Southern  Miss  usually 
invite  images  of  the  Administration  Building's 
dome  in  Hattiesburg.  Certainly  we  could  expect 
this;  most  students  enrolled  in  the  university 
attend  classes  in  the  Hub  City.  But  other  Golden 
Eagles  call  a  number  of  campuses  home,  from 
Gulf  Park  on  the  Mississippi  coast  to  the  Abbey 
in  Pontlevoy,  France. 

The  university  maintains  a  school 
of  nursing  in  Meridian,  Mississippi,  granting 
bachelors  and  masters  degrees  to  a  student 
body  numbering  in  the  hundreds.  In  Ocean 
Springs,  the  Gulf  Coast  Research  Laboratory 
has  been  "dedicated  to  working  toward  a  future 
of  sustainable  marine  and  coastal  resources" 
since  its  first  summer  field  program  in  ll)47. 
The  Jackson  County  campus  of  Mississippi 
Gull  Coast  Community  College  offers  an 
exclusive  Industrial  Engineering  Technology 
degree  program,  as  well  as  many  other  classes 
connected  to  the  Hattiesburg  and  Gulf  Park 
campuses  through  an  interactive  video  network. 
At    Keesler   Air   Force    Base,    Southern    Miss 


Scientific  research  occurs 
daily  al  Stennis  Space 
Center  in  Bay  St.  Louis. 
Miss  during  all  academic 
semesters  This  student 
measures  a  sample  through 
his  pipette 
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offers  a  "teaching  site"  catering  to  the  needs  of 
the  Keesler  Community.  Finally,  the  university 
headquarters  its  Department  of  Marine  Science 
at  Stennis  Space  Center,  NASA's  premier 
installation  for  rocketry  and  earth  sciences. 
Along  with  Marine  Science,  the  university 
maintains  a  Center  for  Higher  Learning,  which 
"provides  higher  learning  and  advanced  degrees 
to  the  employees  of  Stennis  Space  Center  and 
the  general  public  surrounding  the  complex." 

Not  all  Southern  Miss  students 
have  the  opportunity  to  view  the  picturesque 
Administration  Building  Dome  on  a  daily  basis, 
but  they  remain  an  important  part  of  the  Golden 
Eagle  community.  Story  by  Bradley  Warshauer 


Much  indoor  lab  research 
occurs  in  the  Marine 
Science  Building  of 
Stennis  Space  Center  as 
this  student  demonstrates 
through  his  daily  lab 
routine  All  Photos 
Submitted  by  USM  Public 
Relations 
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Right  Sophomore  Laura 
Beth  Moore  passes  by 
the  Leaning  Tower  of  Pisa 
in  Italy  Laura  Beth  is  an 
Honors  College  student 
and  a  Luckyday  Scholar 
majoring  in  chemistry 
and  biochemistry  Photo 
Submitted  by  Laura  Beth 
Moore 

Far  Right  The  bluffs  found 
in  Rhossilli  South  Wales 
catch  the  attention  of 
Brian  Williams  while  he 
travels  through  his  host 
country  Photo  Submitted 
by  Brian  Williams 

Below  Brian  Williams 
an  anthropology  mapr 
currently  studying  abroad 
in  Wales  explores  the 
French  Alps  in  Grenoble 
with  Andrew  Bartran  who 
is  studmg  in  Orleans  on 
exchange  Photo  Submitted 
by  Brian  Williams 
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"One  of  the  top  reasons  why  I  came 
to  Southern  was  their  study  abroad  program," 
said  Laura  Beth  Moore.  She  spent  a  semester  at 
the  Abbey  in  France.  "I  really  enjoyed  the  fact 
that  I  could  go  anywhere  on  the  weekends.  It 
taught  me  how  independent  and  self-sufficient 
I  actually  am,  which  reflects  from  the  great 
maturing  experience."  Through  the  unique 
experiences  of  study  abroad,  students  obtain 
the  confidence  to  know  that  they  can  handle 
anything  that  comes  their  way.  Students  manage 
to  negotiate  anything  from  train  systems  to  a 
successful  interaction  with  locals. 

The  many  experiences  give  students 
in  study  abroad  programs  a  wider  view  of  the 
world.  Students  get  the  opportunity  to  visit 
historic  landmarks,  while  participating  in  another 
culture  as  they  learn  about  local  traditions. 
Students  may  improve  their  foreign  language 
skills,  or  learn  a  variation  of  their  native  tongue. 
Southern  Miss  students  currently  study  abroad 
in  Australia,  Britain,  Canada,  France,  Germany, 
Honduras,  Jamaica,  Mexico,  Spain,  and  Tibet. 

Southern  Miss  Honors  College 
students  are  strongly  encouraged  to  take  part 


i    ^ 
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in  study  abroad  opportunities  and  can  apply  for 
a  travel  award  to  help  defray  the  cost  of  their 
travel.  Luckyday  students,  also,  have  a  chance 
to  win  an  award  of  $4,000  for  study  abroad 
opportunities.  Southern  Miss  offers  an  extensive 
variety  of  programs  that  allows  virtually  any 
student  to  study  abroad,  regardless  of  their  major 
or  minor.  "My  college  experience  has  benefited 
tremendously  from  the  unique  perspective  on  life 
that  I  have  gained  from  studying  in  Wales,"  said 
Brian  Williams.  "My  study  abroad  experience 
has  allowed  me  to  look  at  the  United  States 
politically  and  socially  from  more  of  an  outsiders 
perspective  than  I  could  have  otherwise." 

Southern  Miss  believes  studying 
abroad  provides  opportunities  for  intellectual 
growth,  intercultural  development,  and  self- 
discovery.  By  studying  abroad,  students  obtain 
a  learning  experience  in  an  academic,  cultural, 
and  professional  level.  Students  also  come  back 
more  culturally  aware.  "As  an  anthropology 
major,  studying  in  the  UK  has  been  a  great 
experience  for  me,  since  British  anthropology 
is  considerably  different  than  American 
anthropology,"  said  Brian  Williams. 


Left  and  For  Left  During 
her  semester  at  the 
Abbey  in  Pontlvoy  France 
Laura  Beth  Moore  tool 
advantage  of  free  time 
to  tal  e  wee!  end  trips  to 
many  locations  such  as 
Pans  France  and  London 
England  Photos  Submitted 
by  Laura  Beth  Moore 


Security,  health,  and  finances  are 
important  factors  that  the  university  considers 
and  discusses  with  students  and  parents. 
Through  the  study  abroad  program,  Southern 
Miss  prepares  all  graduates  for  success  in 
today's  interdependent  world.  International 
experience  also  enhances  a  student's  resume. 
Employers  place  a  high  value  on  international 
experience  because  of  the  skills  and  characters 
acquired,  such  as  creativity,  resourcefulness. 
and  flexibility. 

Students  who  study  abroad  not  only 
learn  more  about  themselves,  but  also  about  their 
culture  as  they  interact  with  citizens  o\  another. 
Southern  Miss  students  return  home  with  a  deep 
respect  and  appreciation  of  their  host  country 
and  their  homeland.  "Studying  abroad  led  me  to 
appreciate  things  about  where  I  live,  particularly 
the  tremendous  warmth  of  Mississippians  and 
Southern  cuisine."  said  Brian. 

Most  students  that  study  abroad  resolve 
to  see  and  experience  more  of  the  world.  Laura 
Beth  said.  "\1\   plans  for  the  future  definitely 
involve  more  international  travel." 
Story  by  Jennifer  Vital 
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Trie  Loasi  Lampus  resumes  classes 


Post-Katrina  classes  have  served  as  a  bright 
symbol  of  hope  for  some  coastal  students,  and 
have  granted  them  the  courage  to  pursue  an 
education  while  pursuing  the  reconstruction  of 
the  Coast. 

"After  what  Katrina  did  to  the  Coast.  1  am 
excited  to  see  that  Southern  Miss  still  has  an 
interest  in  coastal  students."  said  student  David 
Bodiford.  "One  class  that  I  attended  this  past 
semester  had  so  many  students  we  didn't  have 
enough  chairs.  That  goes  to  show  how  many 
students  are  still  attending  class  on  campus." 

Erica  Thomas,  who  will  graduate  in  May, 
feels  like  the  students  need  more  places  to  study 
and  to  just  hang  out.  "I  think  that  the  campus 
should  consider  designating  some  place  students 
are  able  to  study,"  she  said.  "Though  the 
temporary  campus  has  new  classrooms  set  up, 
I  think  that  students  also  need  things  like  a  cafe 


and  a  cafeteria  to  enjoy."  Thomas  concluded, 
though,  that  the  makeshift  campus  has  done  well, 
offering  amenities  such  as  security  at  night. 

Another  student,  Clifford  Miller,  attended 
the  Gulf  Park  campus  after  Katrina,  and  was 
there  when  the  construction  of  the  new  campus 
commenced.  "I  think  that  the  workers  did  a 
really  great  job  in  setting  the  campus  up,"  Miller 
said.  "The  classes  that  I  have  attended  all  seem 
close  to  normal,  and  I  think  with  teachers  and 
students  each  doing  their  part,  the  classes  should 
be  like  new.  " 

The  students  all  seemed  to  regard  the  new 
temporary  Southern  Miss  campus  with  a  hopeful 
outlook.  Every  day  they  still  strive  to  obtain 
an  education  worthy  enough  to  overcome  the 
challenge  of  the  not-so-forgotten  devastation  of 
the  Gulf  Coast.  Story  by  Kenneth  Legg 
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Below  While  handling  the 
sting  rays  this  student  is 
careful  not  to  harm  the 
animals 
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The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi's 
main  campus  is  in  Hattiesburg,  yet  it  is  not  the  only 
center  of  technology,  education  and  research.  The 
Southern  Miss  Gulf  Coast  Research  Laboratory 
(GCRL)  in  Ocean  Springs,  MS,  is  a  research 
facility  dedicated  to  working  toward  a  future  of 
sustainable  marine  and  coastal  resources.  The 
campus  accomplishes  this  through  scientific 
discovery,  development  of  new  technology,  and 
the  proper  education  of  future  scientists  and 
citizens.  Research  ranges  from  determining  the 
impacts  of  pollution  on  marine  organisms  at  the 
most  basic  molecular  level,  to  experimenting 
with  the  use  of  satellites  to  develop  fast,  accurate 
methods  of  monitoring  oyster  beds  for  public 
health  and  safety. 

There  are  approximately  fifty  graduate 
students  that  work  year-round  on  their  doctoral 
and  master's  degrees  through  the  Department 
of  Coastal  Sciences  at  the  GCRL.  During  the 
summer,  undergraduates  from  around  the  nation 
come  to  the  Lab  for  the  GCRL  Summer  Field 
Program.  The  courses  are  all  hands-on.  taking 
them  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  study  living 
marine  resources  and  habitats. 

"When  it  came  to  the  lab.  we  had  to  know  all 
the  different  whales  and  dolphins.  The  highlight 
of  the  class  was  seeing  all  that  stuff  we  had  been 
studying  about,"  said  Dustin  Garrett,  a  senior  at 
the  Gulf  Coast  Campus.  "One  of  the  most  fun 
classes  I  have  ever  had."   He  said  the  class  went 


mit  I  20  miles  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  aboard  the 
Gulf  Coast  Research  Laboratory's  97-foot  research 
vessel,  the  R/V  Tommy  Munro  where  he  cataloged 
some  of  the  marine  mammals  that  he  observed. 

Hurricane  Katrina  destroyed  five  buildings 
and  Hooded  all  but  one  of  the  remaining  buildings 
at  the  52-acre  campus.  Yet  that  did  not  stop 
productivity.  Faculty,  students  and  staff  came 
back  to  work  September  12th.  |ust  weeks  after 
the  storm  and  started  cleaning  up.  Classrooms 
and  laboratories  for  the  summer  program  were 
destroyed,  yet  the  program  continued  as  scheduled 
lor  the  59th  year  using  modular  classrooms. 
Thankfully,  the  GCRL's  224-acre  Cedar  Point 
expansion  site  in  Ocean  Springs  did  not  suffer  as 
much  damage  as  the  main  campus. 

On  August  17.  2006,  ceremonies  with  Senator 
Thad  Cochran  and  Southern  Miss  President  Shelby 
F.  Thames  marked  the  start  of  construction  of  a 
marine  aquaculture  visitors'  center  at  Cedar  Point. 
The  center  is  currently  under  construction  and 
will  be  the  first  of  seven  buildings  to  expand  the 
research,  development,  and  technology  transfer 
activities  of  GCRL's  saltwater  aquaculture 
program.  Five  buildings  are  already  in  use  at  the 
expansion  site. 

Though  the  GCRL  suffered  some  damages 
this  year,  they  continue  an  excellence  of  education 
driven  by  dedicated  faculty  and  stall,  and  their 
intellectual  students. 
Story  by  Jennifer  Vital 


Left:  This  experienced 
student  dives  for  samples 
of  marine  plants.  All  Photos 
Submitted  by  USM  Public 
Relations 


Above.  Research  student 
spends  extra  time  to  recheck 
calculations  for  the  project 

Right:  A  research  diver 
breaks  from  observations 
to  gain  some  oxygen  and 
on  idea  of  distance  from 
the  boat 


gulf  coast  research  laboratory 
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Most  college  freshmen  are  eighteen 
or  nineteen,  right  out  of  their  senior  year  of 
high  school,  but  not  Frank  Mimzo.  At  the 
age  of  seventy  he  decided  to  pursue  a  degree 
in  Industrial  Science  at  Southern  Miss's  Gulf 
Coast  campus.  Even  though  most  people 
around  this  age  tend  to  look  towards  retirement. 
Mimzo  decided  to  better  himself  by  getting  a 
higher  education. 

"My  inspiration  comes  from  the  fact 
that  when  1  was  twenty-four  I  was  married  and 
had  children."  Mimzo  said.  "Back  then  I  just 
couldn't  afford  to  go  to  college."  He  credits 
his  determination  to  both  his  grandmother 
and  mother.  Native  Americans  who  could  not 


speak  any  English  and  wanted  a  better  future 
for  him.  They  forced  him  to  go  to  class  every 
day  through  high  school. 

As  one  might  expect,  it  took  Mimzo  a 
while  to  get  used  to  the  college  environment,  not 
only  because  he  had  been  away  from  school  for 
so  long,  but  also  because  he  was  attending  classes 
with  people  more  than  forty  years  his  junior. 

"I  do  not  have  that  much  trouble 
learning  the  material,  because  my  mind  is 
active,"  Mimzo  said,  and  laughed.  "I  just  have 
to  keep  up  with  all  the  twenty  year-olds." 

Yet  this  did  not  hold  him  back 
from  enjoying  college  life,  and  neither  did 
Hurricane  Katrina.  He  lost  both  his  car  and  his 


truck  to  the  storm.  Without  a  consistent  form 
of  transportation,  most  people  would  put  their 
plans  on  hold  until  they  put  everything  back 
together,  but  Mimzo  was  persistent.  He  rented 
a  car  every  day  that  he  had  a  class.  His  goaf 
of  becoming  qualified  for  the  title  of  electrical 
superintendent  would  not  let  him  lose  any 
footing. 

And  as  for  that  future,  Mimzo  plans 
on  going  through  the  Masters  program  in  a 
year  or  two,  after  getting  his  Bachelors  degree, 
so  that  he  can  be  what  he  knows  he  deserves 
to  be.  Through  hard  work  and  continued 
determination,  each  semester  carries  him  a 
step  closer  to  his  goal.  Story  by  Kayla  Burge 
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Above:  Frank  Mimzo  travels 
between  the  Gulf  Park  site 
and  the  Jackson  County  site 
of  Southern  Miss  in  order 
to  attend  his  classes  Photo 
submitted  by  USM  Public 
Relations 
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Left  &  Above-  Fran!  Mimzo 
looks  forward  to  finishing 
his  undergraduate  degree 
in  Industrial  Science  and 
beginning  his  Masters 
shortly  after 
Photos  by  Chris  Payne 


Frank  Mimzo 
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Right:    Dustin     Garrett 

senior      Marine 

from   Henderson,   Kentucky, 

reviews  his  spring  semester 

schedule  with  Christy  Bjork 

the  coordinator  for  College 

of  Arts  and  Letters 

All  Photos  by  Chris  Payne 


Robert  Kline  a  senior  criminal 
lustice  mapr  from  Jackson 
County  Miss  gets  help 
from  coordinator  Michelle 
Fleming 


Every  Southern  Miss  students  on 
the  Gulf  Coast  is  assigned  a  Student  Service 
Coordinator  according  to  their  major.  The 
Student  Service  Coordinator  helps  out  with 
all  the  administrative  needs  of  the  student, 
such  as  registering  for  classes,  "We  are  not 
counselors,"  said  coordinator  Mary  Funk,  "but 
we  help  our  students  get  to  them  if  needed." 
Even  though  the  Student  Service  Coordinators' 
main  purpose  involves  the  administrative  part 
of  school,  they  also  help  out  with  any  needs 
their  assigned  student  might  have. 

The  Student  Service  Coordinators 
serve  under  the  Department  of  Customer 
Services  on  the  Gulf  Coast  campus.  "The 
department  is  committed  to  serve  and  support 
students  in  the  pursuit  of  their  education  and 
career  goals."  said  Ann  Billings,  director 
of  the  department  and  head  of  the  Student 
Service  Coordinators.  The  department  focuses 
on   making  the  right  connections  to  benefit 


each  individual  student.  "The  Student  Service 
Coordinators  communicate  information 
that  fosters  the  development  of  the  learning 
community,"  she  said. 

The  Coast  campus  lacks  a  formal 
orientation  day  like  Preview  at  the  Hattiesburg 
campus,  but  the  Student  Service  Coordinators 
help  acquaint  new  students  to  the  university's 
resources  and  services.  "As  the  students 
are  admitted.  I  contact  them  for  their  initial 
advisement  and  orientation,"  said  Michelle 
Fleming,  who  assists  College  of  Health 
students.  The  Student  Service  Coordinators 
show  new  students  around  campus  and  inform 
them  of  the  many  services  that  the  Southern 
Miss  Gulf  Coast  campus  offers. 

The  majority  of  the  students  that  attend 
the  Gulf  Coast  campus  are  transfer  students  or 
nontraditional  students.  The  students  balance 
careers,  family,  and  education.  "Most  of  our 
students  are  working  people  that  only  come  to 


school  part  time,"  said  Mary  Funk. 

The  Student  Service  Coordinators 
help  these  students  so  that  they  do  not  waste 
their  time  in  lines  or  trying  to  figure  out 
how  to  drop  or  add  a  class.  "Our  focus  is  on 
enhancing  the  students'  academic  performance 
by  minimizing  their  efforts  on  administrative 
issues,"  said  Ann  Billings. 

As  the  Gulf  Coast  campus  rebuilds  and 
grows,  it  tries  to  make  the  students'  learning 
experience  powerful  and  rewarding.  Its  faculty 
members  are  among  the  best,  and  the  Student 
Service  Coordinators  add  to  the  impressive 
staff  at  Southern  Miss.  "It  is  our  responsibility 
to  assist  all  students  outside  of  the  academic 
classroom,"  said  Ann  Billings.  The  Student 
Service  Coordinators  serve  as  the  single  point 
of  contact  for  the  student  from  admission  until 
graduation. Story  by  Jennifer  Vital 
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Scrodia  Ridgle  prepares  for 
her  next  student  meeting  by 
looking  over  the  material 
they  will  discuss. 


Pat  Papania  helps  Ering 
Hannah  a  junior  business 
mapr  from  Biloxi  Miss  with 
the  undergraduate  bulletin 


student  service  coordinators 
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Left.  Ashley  Windham 
a  senior  from  Ocean 
Sprngs  Miss  studies  her 
mathematics  before  class 


PROGRESS  for 

STUDENTttfe 


I,,-! 


academic 

Though  they  exist  as  sister  institutions, 
the  student  life  at  the  Gulf  Coast  campus  differs 
greatly  from  the  Hattiesburg  campus.  Student 
Services  Coordinator  for  The  College  of  Arts 
and  Letters  on  the  Gulf  Coast,  Christy  Bjork, 
highlights  one  particular  aspect  of  student 
motivation.  "The  students  come  here  with 
a  common  purpose,"  Bjork  said,  "They  are 
dedicated  to  their  studies  and  driven  to  finish 
their  education." 

This  common  purpose  unites  the 
diversity  of  the  student  population  at  the  Gulf 
Coast  campus.  Using  their  aspirations  for  a 
higher  education,  students  gather  together  to 
study,  occasionally  breaking  for  conversations 
well  outside  of  classroom  topics.  Dustin  Garrent, 

104  community 


tuden 


empnasis  as  sTuoenr  n 

a  senior  marine  biology  major  from  Henderson, 
Kentucky  said,  "When  I  study  with  my  friends, 
we  get  off  topic  a  lot,  depending  on  what's  going 
on." 

Dr.  Pat  Joachim,  Southern  Miss 
Associate  Provost,  recognized  the  importance 
of  normality  in  Gulf  Coast  student  life.  "After 
Hurricane  Katrina,  he  ensured  that  the  students 
really  didn't  miss  a  beat,"  Bjork  said. 

Ann  Billings,  Director  of  Customer 
Services  for  the  Gulf  Coast  campus,  highlights 
the  Gulf  Coast  Lecture  Series.  The  Series  is  open 
to  faculty,  staff,  students,  and  the  surrounding 
community,  and  has  changed  with  the  molding 
of  different  campus  locations.  "Each  college 
hosts  a  night  with  a  lecture  on  an  issue  important 


e  re 


build: 


for  the  community,"  Billings  said.  Billings  also 
noted  that  she  expected  more  student-centered 
events  to  occur  as  more  classes  move  back  to  the 
Gulf  Park  campus,  which  is  expected  to  begin  in 
the  spring. 

Students  not  only  look  forward  to  the 
new  component  of  the  lecture  series.  Garret 
said,  "A  lot  of  us  missed  the  library,  that's  where 
we  used  to  study.  Right  now,  we're  either  all 
sitting  in  the  hallway,  or  most  of  the  time 
hanging  out  in  the  bookstore."  Through  their 
love  of  knowledge,  the  people  attending  school 
at  the  Gulf  Coast  have  created  their  own  unique 
form  of  student  life. Story  by  Samantha  Nix 
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student  life  on  the  Gulf  Coast 


Above  Anna  Cagle  co 
owner  of  The  New  Yoke 
Market  and  its  adjacen' 
Side  Door  Cafe  prepare' 
an  espresso  shot  to  be 
mixed  with  vanilla  soy  mi 
one  of  the  many  popula 
drinks  available  at  the  Sidi 
Door  Cafe 

Right  Bluegrass  appears  as 
a  mam  staple  for  the  Roots 
Reunion  which  is  held  at  the 
historic  Saenger  Theatre  in 
the  heart  of  downtown 
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Below:  Customers  have  the 
convenience  of  eating  at 
the  Side  Door  Cafe  after 
shopping  in  The  New  Yokel 
Market  The  market  can  be 
found  on  Main  Street 
All  Photos  by  Christy  Dyess 


HISTORIC 

STREETS 

douunTouLin  booms  as  business  reemerges 

Coffee  shops  and  bookstores  usually  invite      restaurants  with  life  music,  and  unique  shops,  an  organic  farm  near  Lumberton  and  the  store 

the    average   college    student,   yet    Downtown      Dining  includes  the  South   Bound  Bagel,  206  opens  Monday  through  Saturday  form  10am  till 

Hattiesburg  offers  an  experience  like  no  other.      Front,  the  Oak's  Cafe,  the  Coney  Island  Lunch  6pm.    Most  of  the  store's  costumers  are  older 


Dr  John  Green  and  his 
wife  Gloria  Green  review 
boo! :.  with  photos  of  historic 
Hattiesburg  as  they  browse 
the  shelves  of  Mam  Street 
Boots 


families  with  children.  By  opening  The  Side 
Cafe.  New  Yokel  owners  are  trying  to  attract 
Southern  Miss  students. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  historical  building 
m  downtown  Hattiesburg,  the  Saenger  Theatre 
faces  Front  Street,  with  its   1920s  reminiscent 


"The  places  here  are  off  the  norm;  they  aren't  Stand,  the  Thirsty  Hippo  Pub,  and  Brownstone's 

corporate  garbage.  They  are  all  local  businesses,"  Bourbon  Street  Bistro  and  Bar.     In  particular. 

said  twenty-seven  year  old  Chris   Hackbarth.  the  Walnut  Circle  Grill  is  known  for  its  light 

Chris  owns  South  Bound  Bagel,  which  is  open  atmosphere  and  delectable  dishes.    On  weekend 

Monday  through  Saturday  from  7am  till  2pm.  nights,  the  Grill  entertains  dinner  guests  with 

They  sell  bagels,  coffee,  and  sandwiches,  as  well  various  blues  and  jazz  musicians  on  the  patio. 

as  offering  warm  soup  during  the  wintertime.  The  variety  of  stores  makes  Downtown  a      display  sticking  out  from  its  side.    Designed  by 

Chris    commented    that    most    Southern    Miss  very  interesting  place.     The  shops  include  A      New  Orleans  architect  Emile  Weile,  it  opened  on 

students  go  there  on  Saturdays,  and  he  likes  to  Gallery,  Calico  Antique   Mall,   Forrest  Paper      Thanksgiving  Day  in  1929.  The  Saenger  still  has 

hire  students  with  great  attitudes.  To  help  better  Co.,  Go  Young  Fashion,  and  Robinson  Studio      its  original  778-pipe  Robert  Morton  Pipe  Organ. 

serve  their  young  demographic,  South  Bound  of  Photography,  among  others.  though  the  theater  was  renovated  in  2000  and 

Bagel  tries  to  play  Indie  Rock.  One  shop.  Main  Street  Books,  possesses  the      entertains  modem-day  audiences.    The  Saenger 

Downtown's  favorite  bagel  shop  will  have  logo,  "Fostering  a  Love  for  Reading."  and  invites      Theater  Box  office   is  open   Monday  through 

its  two  year  anniversary  in  December.  "We  are  people  of  all  ages  to  wander  their  shelves.  They      Friday  form  X  a.m.  until  3  p.m..  and  two  hours 

trying  to  keep  it  like  it  used  to  be  when  the  train  specialize  in  signed  local,  state  and  regional      prior  to  all  ticketed  performances, 

station  was  still  operating,"  said  Chris  when  editions  and  have  new  and  old  books,  talks,  and  A  highly  packed,  eclectic  area,  downtown 

asked  why  he  opened  his  store.  workshops.   Main  Street  Books  owned  by  Jerry      offers     man)      opportunities      for     rest      and 

Captain  William  Hardy  founded  Hattiesburg  and  Diane  Shepherd,  operates  Monday  through      entertainment.      For  a   full  experience  of  this 

in  1884  as  a  railroad  junction.    Now,  however.  Friday  from  10  a.m.  till  5  p.m..  and  on  Saturday      beautiful  area.  Southern  Miss  students  only  need 

restaurants,   universities,  hospitals,  clinics,   and  form  10  a.m.  till  4  p.m.  to  take  a  short  trip  down  Hardy  Street,  and  see 

more  fill  the  "Hub  City."    Downtown  residents  A  shop  specializing  in  all-natural   items,      for  themselves  the  restaurants  and  stores  that  add 

and  business  owners  have  attempted  to  keep  its  The  New  Yokel   Market  sells  products  from 

chic  attitude  by  restoring  much  of  the  orginial  groceries — such  as  eggs  and  milk — to  organic 

architecture.  products — such  as  deodorant,  makeup,  cat  litter. 

The    downtown    area    contains    galleries,  and  candles.   Their  products  are  obtained  from 


to  the  spectrum  dial  makes  Hattiesburg  unique. 
Story  by  Jennifer  Vital 
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Komeron  Smith  a  freshman 
business  mopr  reqests 
her  movie  ticket  for  o  late 

showing  at  The  Grand 
movie  theater 


BUILDINGnew 

FAVORITES 


Downtown  Hattiesburg  has  always  been 
known  for  its  attractions  that  pull  USM  students 
out  ot'hiding.  Whether  it's  a  club,  new  restaurant, 
or  the  premiere  of  an  anticipated  movie,  students 
always  find  something  to  do  in  Hattiesburg. 

Two  recent  additions  to  the  scene  are  The 
Grand  Theatre  and  Newk's.  They  are  both 
located  in  appealing  parts  of  the  city  where 
students  can  go  to  relax  and  forget  about  classes. 
Newk's  management  even  expressed  interest  in 
opening  on  campus  in  the  long-run. 

Both  Newk's  and  The  Grand  offer  a 
relaxing,  laid  back  atmosphere.  They  strive  to 
have  competitively  low  prices,  so  it  will  come 
as  no  surprise  when  at  the  end  of  the  month, 
one  has  extra  money  in  the  bank  after  visiting 
them.  The  Grand's  manager  reported  that  before 
he  came,  the  prices  were  at  least  a  dollar  or  twit 
higher,  and  that  was  with  the  college  discount. 
The  theater  provides  a  family-friendly  ambience, 
and  its  plethora  of  screens  ensures  that  there  is 
a  film  for  every  type  of  fan.  Recently  the  Grand 


added  four  new  screens  to  accommodate  the 
growing  demand  for  entertainment  by  not  only 
college  students,  but  by  the  city  as  a  whole. 

Newks,  as  reported  by  various  regular 
visitors  and  its  manager,  specializes  in  making 
good  food  for  less.  The  staff  is  expected  to  give 
professional,  friendly  service,  upholding  the 
reputation  of  the  restaurant.  While  it.  like  the 
Grand,  dues  not  target  college  students  alone. 
Newks  tries  to  be  affordable  for  the  average 
working  student  while  still  staying  in  business. 
They  understand  that  students  want  more  bang 
for  their  buck,  and  are  prepared  to  deliver. 

Newks  and  the  Grand  are  only  two  of  the 
many  Hattiesburg  businesses  that  take  pride 
in  being  a  part  of  the  community.  Combining 
great  service  with  deals  lor  everyone,  they  have 
ensured  that  their  crouds  are  filled  with  satisfied 
Golden  Eagles.  Story  by  Hannah  Mclnnis 


Hattiesburg  growth 
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Stretching  across  the  longest 
couch  in  Jovawerls  Serena 
Williamson  Priscilla  Dul  e 
and  Jason  Beasley,  all  senior 
nursing  ma|ors  study  tor 
nearmg  a  exom 


A  previous  student  of 
Southern  Miss,  Willis  Coulis 
continues  his  interest  in 
eclectic  music  by  browsing 
through  the  used  cd  collection 
at  T-Bone  Records 
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In  a  college  town  like  Hattiesburg,  local 
businesses  are  as  much  a  part  of  the  campus  as 
classrooms  and  dorms.  Javawerks  and  T-Bone 
Records  serve  as  great  examples  by  providing 
a  plethora  of  resources  and  opportunities  for 
students  at  the  university. 

Javawerks  is  located  on  Hardy  Street  right 
across  from  campus,  so  the  staff  there  has 
contact  with  students  every  day.  They  offer 
reduced  prices  on  coffee  for  students  and  during 
exam  week  they  stay  open  all  night.  They  also 
hire  students  and  people  of  college  age. 

"There's  a  community  atmosphere  and 
people  really  like  to  hang  out  and  study,  or  just 
meet  up  with  their  friends,"  said  senior  barista 
Susan  Quaife.  "For  example,  I  have  a  group  of 
nursing  majors  sitting  on  the  couches,  studying 
right  now." 

Javawerks  has  an  event  called  Second 
Saturday  in  November,  in  which  orchestra 
students  provide  a  free  concert.  "Some  people 
just  come  in  and  want  to  play,  and  are  free  to 
set  up  at  any  time,"  said  Quiafe.  "Catering  to 
students  gives  a  different  perspective.  We  have 


such  a  diverse  selection  of  people  coming  in." 

Over  at  T-Bone  Records,  students  can  find 
a  wide  variety  of  CD's,  movies,  DVD's,  and 
vinyl  records. 

"We  try  to  provide  a  selection  of  music  that 
students  might  have  a  harder  time  finding  if  we 
were  not  here,"  said  manager  Harry  dumpier. 
"It's  not  always  music  that  you  would  find  at 
a  corporate  record  store;  it's  more  college 
oriented." 

T-Bone  Records  has  a  lounge  area  in  the 
store,  and  likes  to  hire  students.  The  store  also 
plans  to  open  a  coffee  shop,  which  will  stay 
open  late  for  students.  "It  will  be  really  geared 
towards  students,  providing  a  place  to  hang  out, 
study,  and  listen  to  music,"  said  dumpier. 

dumpier  said  that  the  record  store  and  its 
staff  are  constantly  learning  about  music.  "I  like 
to  view  it  as  learning  a  craft  or  a  skill,  which  is 
what  a  college  student  does.  We're  constantly 
discovering  new  musicians  and  we  like  to  tell 
people  about  them.  Hopefully  we  can  provide 
the  soundtrack  to  a  student's  college  life." 
Story  by  Bradley  Glasco 
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Southern  Miss's  rich  fan  support  goes 
beyond  wildly  popular  sports  like  football, 
basketball,  and  baseball.  With  different 
sporting  activities  like  tennis,  track,  rugby,  golf, 
softball,  soccer,  and  cheerleading,  students 
have  the  opportunity  to  not  only  represent  their 
university,  but  support  their  favorite  team. 
The  atheletic  department  boasted  a  successful 
2006-2007  season  for  three  of  its  largests 
programs.  For  instance,  the  football  team 
participated  in  the  Conference  Championship 
game,  the  GMAC  Bowl  in  Mobile,  Alabama, 
and  became  the  only  Conference  USA  team  to 
win  a  bowl  game  this  post-season.  Led  by  a 
freshman  phenomenon,  the  men's  basketball 
team  had  a  resurgent  season  with  a  young 
team  that  will  develop  into  quality  playing 
for  years  to  come.  Despite  their  various 
accomplishments,  the  true  worth  of  sports  at 
Southern  Miss  lies  in  the  fan  experience.  This 
shared  experience  of  competition  shapes  the 
relationships  of  the  diverse  student  population 
at  Southern  Miss,  coloring  the  spectrum  with 
new  friends  and  new  victories. 
Story  by  Alan  Wheat 
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The  2006  Southern  Miss  football  season 
was  full  of  surprises,  perhaps  the  most  exciting 
of  which  was  the  emergence  of  true  freshman 
running  back  Damion  Fletcher  as  a  star.  Fletcher 
beat  out  two  returning  starters  and  proceeded  to 
set  team  freshman  rushing  records,  impressing 
both  coaches  and  fans. 

"Everybody  loves  the  guy,"  said  sophomore 
philosophy  and  religion  major  Evan  Jones. 
"You  just  can't  help  it." 

During  the  season,  the  Golden  Eagles 
experienced  highs  as  well  as  lows.  After  their 
opening  loss  against  the  University  of  Florida,  a 
team  that  would  later  compete  against  Ohio  State 
for  the  college  football  national  championship. 
Southern  Miss  bounced  back  with  dominant 
victories  over  Southeastern  Louisiana  and 
Atlantic  Coast  Conference  member  North 
Carolina  State  in  Hattiesburg. 

"The  NC  State  game  was  awesome," 
said  freshman  history  major  Jeffrey  Guillot  of 
Sliclel  1.  Louisiana.  "Just  beating  an  ACC  team 
would  have  been  nice,  but  we  didn't  just  beat 


them;  we  destroyed  them." 

After  a  nationally  televised  19-14  win  over 
Central  Florida,  though,  the  Golden  Eagles 
suffered  their  first  real  setback  of  the  2006 
campaign,  falling  to  Tulsa  for  the  second  year 
in  a  row  by  a  score  of  20-6.  Southern  Miss 
rebounded  with  an  exciting  homecoming  win 
over  Houston,  but  then  lost  consecutive  contests 
against  Virginia  Tech  and  East  Carolina,  which 
had  fans  murmuring  their  disapproval. 

"The  ECU  game  was  ugly,"  Guillot  said. 
"What's  worse  is,  we  hardly  ever  lose  to  that 
team." 

The  loss  put  the  Golden  Eagles  behind  East 
Carolina  in  the  race  for  the  Conference  USA 
East  Division  championship,  but  the  team  didn't 
let  that  get  them  down.  Instead,  they  rallied 
behind  Fletcher  and  a  rejuvenated  Nasty  Bunch 
and  won  four  games  in  a  row,  including  a  42-7 
contest  against  Marshall  to  close  out  the  regular 
season  with  an  8-4  record,  an  improvement 
over  the  6-5  records  that  ended  both  the  2004 
and  2005  regular  seasons. 


"The  blocked  punt  against  Marshall  was 
my  favorite  moment  of  the  season,"  said  student 
Pat  Fries.  "I  knew  then  we  were  going  to  win; 
there  was  no  way  they  could  come  back  with 
that  big  of  a  lead  that  early." 

As  it  turned  out,  an  ECU  loss  to  Rice, 
coupled  with  the  Golden  Eagle  wins  to  end  the 
season  put  Southern  Miss  in  the  Conference 
USA  championship  game  despite  their  earlier 
setback.  There,  they  would  once  again  face  the 
Houston  Cougars  for  a  chance  to  earn  their  fifth 
conference  title  in  eleven  years.  Unfortunately 
the  Cougars  pulled  out  a  34-20  win  in  Houston, 
earning  a  spot  in  the  Liberty  Bowl  while  the 
Golden  Eagles  were  forced  to  settle  for  a  spot 
in  the  GMAC  Bowl  in  Mobile,  Alabama. 

Despite  this  disappointment,  Head  Coach 
Jeff  Bower  remained  relatively  upbeat.  "I'm 
proud  of  our  effort  and  proud  of  our  guys," 
he  said.  "Bottom  line,  we  just  didn't  play  well 
enough,  but  we're  excited  about  going  to  the 
GMAC  Bowl."  Story  by  Bradley  Warshauer 


The  Southern  Miss  special 
team  swarms  over  a 
Southeastern  Louisiana  return 
man  during  their  September 
9th  game  at  the  Rock  The 
Golden     Eagles     defeated 

SLU  45-0 


Southern  Miss  sophomore 
punter  Bntt  Barefoot  receives 
the  snap  in  preparation  for 
a  Darren  McCaleb  field 
goal  attempt  Barefoot 
who  also  kicks  off  had  four 
touchbacks  in  the  game 


114     a     sports 


Above  The  Southern  Miss 
defense  anticipates  the 
play  a  matchup  at  the  Rod 
with  direction  from  Jeremy 
Young  Young  is  a  |unior  from 
Jad  son  Miss 

Left  Senior  Josh  Barnes, 
a  native  of  Hattiesburg 
Miss  lumps  to  catch  the 
ball  during  a  home  game 
Southern  Miss  averaged 
more  than  25  points  per 
game  in  2006  and  their 
rushing  offense  was  rani  ed 
among  the  nation's  leaders 
All  Photos  by  Chris  Payne 


football 


115 


Gaining  ground  in  the  game 
against  Marshall  Dahiion 
Fletcher  adds  to  his  yards 
for  the  season  Fletcher 
ended  the  regular  season 
with  1240  yards 


IMPRESSIVE 

FRESHMAN 

Damion  Fletcher  exceeds  EXPECTOTions 


On  September  13,  2005,  Southern  Miss 
students  began  to  return  to  campus  following 
Hurricane  Katrina.  The  Golden  Eagles  had  just 
lost  a  close  game  to  an  Alabama  squad  that 
would  finish  their  season  ranked  among  the 
top  teams  in  the  nation,  and  on  that  day,  Biloxi 
athlete  Damion  Fletcher  declared  his  intention 
to  play  football  for  Southern  Miss. 

Fletcher  was  a  rather  unheralded  part  of 
the  Golden  Eagles'  class  of  2006  freshmen. 
He  was  just  another  name  among  nearly  thirty 
other  young  players  joining  the  Southern  Miss 
football  tradition,  an  athlete  considered  "too 
small"  and  "too  slow"  to  have  much  success. 
But  Damion  Fletcher  proved  the  doubters 
wrong,  and  he  didn't  wait  long  to  do  so. 

He  earned  the  starting  position  as  running 
back  thanks  to  a  solid  performance  during 
the  Golden  Eagles'  opening  game  against  the 


University  of  Florida  on  September  2nd,  less 
than  a  year  after  committing  to  the  university. 
Over  the  next  two  weeks  he  tore  through  the 
defenses  of  Southeastern  Louisiana  and  North 
Carolina  State,  rushing  for  over  a  hundred 
yards  in  each  game,  shocking  fans  and  coaches 
alike. 

Head  Coach  Jeff  Bower  summed  up  the 
feelings  of  everyone.  "I  didn't  expect  this,"  he 
said. 

Over  the  course  of  the  2006  football 
season,  Fletcher  was  the  centerpiece  of  the 
Southern  Miss  offensive  attack.  Behind  his 
consistent  production,  the  Golden  Eagles  saw 
their  rushing  offense  improve  from  among  the 
worst  in  college  football  to  among  some  of 
the  best.  Fletcher  broke  the  school  freshman 
rushing  record,  set  by  current  Southern  Miss 
runningbacks  coach   and   former  star  player 


Derrick  Nix  in  1998.  Fletcher  compiled  1240 
yards  during  the  regular  season  despite  missing 
the  game  against  Virginia  Tech  thanks  to 
minor  knee  surgery,  then  added  90  more  in 
the  conference  championship  game  against  the 
University  of  Houston. 

With  his  early  success,  Fletcher  has  a 
chance  to  go  from  unheralded  high  school 
recruit  to  Southern  Miss  football  legend,  but 
he  has  remained  humble  and  kept  everything  in 
perspective. 

"There  is  no  way  that  I  thought  that  all  this 
would  come  true,"  he  said.  "To  come  in  as  a  true 
freshman,  play  for  a  conference  championship, 
and  do  some  of  the  things  that  I  have  done.  It's 
all  like  a  dream  come  true  for  me,  and  I  just 
want  to  continue  doing  that." 

Story  by  Bradley  Warshauer 
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Left  Freshmen  Damion 
Fletcher  runs  the  ball 
towards  the  golden 
eagle  end  zone 


football 
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AGAINSTall  odds 


s  prevoil  in  GITIOC  BOWL 


Damian  Fletcher  a 
freshman  from  Biloxi 
Mississippi,  dives  into  the 
endzone  scoring 

touchdown. 
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Southern  Miss  football  kicked  off  2007 
with  their  third  bowl  win  in  a  row,  and  their 
ninth  bowl  appearance  in  ten  years,  defeating 
the  University  of  Ohio  2S-7  on  January  7"1. 

Ohio  proved  to  be  no  match  for  the  Golden 
Eagles.  After  a  scoreless  first  quarter.  Southern 
Miss  backup  runningback  Tory  Harrison,  a 
freshman  from  Leesburg,  Florida,  broke  through 
the  Ohio  defense,  exciting  the  38,751  fans  in 
attendance  by  scoring  from  43  yards  out.  Star 
freshman  runningback  Damion  Fletcher  added 
a  short  touchdown  run  of  his  own,  and  then 
linebacker  James  Denley  intercepted  a  pass 
by  Ohio  quarterback  Brad  Bower,  returning  it 


for  a  score  as  well.  That  left  the  Golden  Eagles 
ahead.  21-0  at  halftime,  but  head  coach  Jeff 
Bower  wasn't  quite  satisfied  yet. 

"Even  though  we  were  up  2  I -Oat  halftime," 
Bower  said,  "We  talked  about  going  out  there 
and  really  making  a  statement  in  the  second 
half." 

Southern  Miss  did  just  that,  opening  the 
third  quarter  by  marching  down  the  field  on 
a  seventeen-play  drive  that  covered  eighty 
yards  and  took  nearly  ten  minutes  off  the 
clock.  Fletcher  capped  off  the  drive  by  taking 
a  handoff,  running  into  a  pile  of  blockers  and 
tacklers,  reversing  his  field  and  dashing  into 


the  end  /one  for  the  score.  While  Ohio  would 
score  once  later  in  the  game,  the  Golden  Eagles 
defense  was  suffocating,  never  allowing  them  a 
chance  to  make  a  comeback. 

"We  played  one  of  the  best  defensive  games 
we've  played  all  year,"  said  James  Denley. 

Fletcher  was  named  the  game's  most 
valuable  player,  and  Southern  Miss  quarterback 
Jeremy  Young  was  named  the  offensive  player 
of  die  game.  Southern  Miss  finished  the  season 
9-5,  their  first  nine-win  season  since  2003. 
Story  by  Bradley  Warshauer 


Britt  Barefoot  Jeremy 
Young,  Damian  Fletcher 
James  Denley  and  head 
coach  Jeff  Bower  stand 
with  their  trophies  after 
the  victory  The  game  was 
played  against  Ohio  State 
in  Mobile,  Alabama 
All  Photos  Submitted  by 
USM  Athletics 
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CH6GRLEODER5  QnD  SEYmOUR 


Right    Cheerleaders    interact 
with  the  stand  prompting  a 
solid  "GOLD"  in  response  to 
their  BLACK." 
Photo  by  Elizabeth  Keenan 
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Seymour    huddles    with    the 
cheerleaders    to    pump    up 
the  crowd  with  The  Nasty 
Bunch  cheer 
Photo  by  Elizabeth  Keenan 


We  see  them  at  Friday  night  pep  rallies 
and  at  the  Rock  on  football  game  day.  They 
pump  up  the  crowd  in  Reed  Green  Coliseum 
during  basketball  season  and  cheer  for  the 
Lady  Eagles  on  the  volleyball  court.  With  so 
much  emphasis  on  our  athletes,  it  is  easy  to 
forget  the  men  and  women  who  continually 
support  them. 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Cheerleaders  work  hard  to  focus  the  excitement 
of  the  students  and  fans  into  motivating  cheers. 
However,  the  work  does  not  stop  on  Saturday 
nights.  The  three  squads — varsity,  junior 
varsity,  and  all-girls — practice  several  times 
per  week  perfecting  routines  for  competitions, 
like  the  University  Cheerleading  Association 
College  Nationals  in  Disney  World  in  January. 
The  squads  also  host  College  Prep  Clinics 
at  the  end  of  the  school  year  for  prospective 


cheerleaders.  They  even  attended  the  grand 
opening  of  the  Power  House  Restaurant  during 
the  fall  of  this  year,  and  participated  in  various 
community  functions. 

"My  favorite  functions  are  with  little 
kids,'*  Kelleigh  Guidroz  said,  when  asked 
about  her  community  involvement  as  a 
cheerleader.  "Knowing  someone  is  looking  up 
to  you  is  amazing.  I  feel  like  a  role  model."  The 
cheerleaders'  work  with  children  extends  even 
to  football  games,  after  which  cheerleaders 
stay  to  sign  autographs  and  take  pictures. 

"At  first  it's  a  little  embarrassing."  said 
Angela  McDonald,  a  senior  accounting  and 
information  systems  major  from  Quitman. 
Mississippi  referring  lo  the  attention  she 
receives  from  her  peers  in  the  student  section, 
"but  it  makes  me  feel  good  and  pumps  me 
up."    Angela  appreciates  the  encouragement 


especially  when  the  boys  on  the  co-ed  squad 
toss  her  high  into  the  air.  "Once  I  started  to 
trust  them,  everything  just  worked."  Angela 
said. 

This  fall.  Seymour  learned  to  trust  the 
boys  too.  Just  like  the  girls  on  the  squad. 
Seymour  participated  in  stunts  including  a 
daring  modified  backflip  with  the  help  ol'  the 
whole  group  of  male  cheerleaders,  drawing 
wild  cheers  from  the  crowd.  Seymour's  stunts 
have  become  a  new  tradition  at  every  football 
game. 

While  ESPN  ma\  not  feature  them,  the 
Southern  Miss  cheerleaders  dedicate  their 
time  and  effort  to  not  onl\  to  our  athletes,  but 
to  the  universit)  as  a  whole. 
Story  by  Jennifer  Vital,  Bradley  Warshauer, 
and  Samantha  Nix 
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While  a  soccer  match  lasts  only 
ninety  minutes  on  regular  time,  the  outcome 
of  the  game  depends  mostly  on  the  preparation 
before  the  game  itself.  "Division  I  college 
soccer  requires  more  speed  and  higher  athletic 
and  technical  ability  out  of  the  players,"  said 
Head  Soccer  Coach  Gail  Macklin.  "Physically 
and  mentally,  it  is  a  big  step  from  high  school 
soccer." 

A  soccer  game  is  divided  into  two 
halves.  During  each  half,  the  player  constantly 
runs  trying  to  score  a  goal  against  the  opposite 
team.  The  team  is  divided  into  three  sections: 
offense,  mid-held,  and  defense,  that  must  work 
in  unison  to  beat  the  competition. 

"Through  this  sport  you  get  to 
meet  people  you  can  trust,"  said  sophomore 
goalkeeper  Christina  Duvaul.  "It's  good  to 
know  they  have  your  back  on  and  off  the 
held." 

The  Lady  Eagles  began  their  pre- 
season training  ten  days  before  their  hist  match. 


The  training  consisted  of  three  sessions.  The 
first  two  involved  conditioning.  During  the 
third  one.  the  players  showed  their  abilities 
through  scrimmages. 

"The  practices  were  intense,  yet  they 
built  character  and  helped  me  become  a  stronger 
person,"  said  Duvaul.  During  practice,  the 
players  improved  their  physical  conditioning 
through  many  intense  drills.  The  players  also 
watched  films  from  previous  games  to  build 
new  strategies  for  their  upcoming  games. 

The  Lady  Eagles  fought  their  way 
through  a  tough  2006  regular  season,  failing  to 
win  a  single  conference  game,  but  playing  hard 
and  falling  in  many  close  games.  For  example, 
their  season-ending  loss  to  conference  leader 
Southern  Methodist  was  decided  by  a  single 
goal.  "There's  stuff  to  build  on,"  said  Coach 
Macklin.  "We're  a  young  squad.  Hopefully, 
we  can  regroup  and  get  going  again  in  the 
spring."  Story  by  Jenny  Vital 


Goalkeeper  Christiana  Du- 
vall  makes  a  save  during  a 
match  Duvall  is  a  sophomore 
kinesiotherapy  mapr  from 
Pascagoula.  Mississippi. 


^ 


Above:     Senior     midfielder   || 
Melissa        Planells        from 
Mandeville,  Louisiana,  goes 
for  the  ball 

Right:  Sophomore  midfielder 
Eric    Hamrick    prepares    to 
strike  the  ball 
All  Photos  by  Chris  Payne 
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men  nriD  women's  trqck 


Ashley  Reyer  a  senior 
from  Petal  Mississippi 
glides  over  the  bar  at  a 
trad  meet 

All  photos  by  Athletic 
Media  Relations 


Southern  Miss  has  numerous  athletic 
programs,  but  the  one  program  that  has  endured 
many  hardships  is  the  track  and  field  program. 
Even  alter  being  discontinued  for  a  number  of 
years,  the  track  and  field  program  has  found  a 
way  to  come  back  and  prove  that  it's  not  the 
length  of  the  journey,  but  the  steps  along  the 
way. 

The  Southern  Miss  track  team  is  a  combined 
program  consisting  of  approximately  55  athletes 
from  various  home  cities,  both  locally  and 
internationally.  The  team  participates  in  both 
indoor  and  outdoor  events.  Hurdles,  sprints, 
mid-distance,  long  distance,  and  relays  are 
among  the  many  areas  addressed  by  the  team. 

Members  are  not  only  expected  to  perform 
well  on  the  field,  but  also  academically.  Hana 
Prudilova,  a  junior  javelin  thrower  from  the 
Czech  Republic,  not  only  maintains  her  status 
on  the  field  but  proves  that  her  brain  power 
is  just  as  strong  as  her  arm.  Prudilova,  an 
international  business  major,  has  many  academic 
accomplishments  including  making  the  dean's 
and  president's  lists  a  number  of  times. 


"I  want  to  go  to  nationals."  Prudilova,  a 
Conference  USA  champion,  said  when  talking 
about  her  goals  for  the  upcoming  year. 

Prudilova  is  not  the  only  person  who  shares 
the  dream  of  nationals.  Tanika  Liburd,  a  senior 
from  St.  Kitts  Nevis,  a  small  island  community  in 
the  Caribbean,  shares  Prudilova's  ambitions  for 
nationals.  Liburd  is  a  current  Conference  USA 
champion  as  well  as  record  long  jump  holder  for 
Southern  Miss.  Liburd,  who  is  described  by  her 
coach  as  an  "outstanding  jumper,"  said  "every 
experience  is  what  you  make  it." 

Dedication  and  endurance  is  the  key  when 
it  comes  to  maintaining  the  skills  within  a  team. 
The  track  and  field  athletes  practice  sometimes 
twice  a  day  and  approximately  eight  hours  a 
week  in  the  fall,  and  can  go  up  to  20  hours  per 
week  once  the  season  opens.  Cross-country 
participants  also  run  4  to  5  miles  in  the  morning 
prior  to  their  afternoon  practice. 

People  who  are  capable  of  performing  well 
in  both  track  and  cross-country  are  a  major  asset 
to  the  team  according  to  head  coach  Wayne 
Williams.   Coach   Williams,   in   his  tenth   year 


coaching  at  Southern  Miss,  said  "this  year's 
team  is  just  as  talented  as  last  year,  though  it  is 
not  as  upper  class  orientated." 

From  down  the  street  to  as  far  away  as 
Kenya,  recruitment  is  a  major  focus  for  the  team. 
High  school  and  regional  students  are  recruited 
first  then  the  internet  is  used  as  an  international 
recruiting  tool. 

"I  found  out  about  the  track  program  over 
the  internet,"  Ahemd  Abdelzaher,  a  computer 
science  major  from  Egypt  said.  Abdelzaher,  a 
second  year  high  jumper,  said  that  he  ultimately 
just  wanted  to  run  track  somewhere,  but  he  felt 
confident  in  the  track  team  at  Southern  Miss  as  a 
whole. 

There  is  no  shortage  when  it  comes  to  talent 
within  the  Southern  Miss  track  program.  From 
players  being  named  to  NCAA's  All-American 
Team,  to  qualifying  for  nationals,  the  track  and 
field  program  has  proven  that  it's  not  just  about 
running,  jumping,  or  throwing,  but  ascribing  to 
soar  to  new  heights.  Story  by  Tonya  Jenkins 
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Ken  Watson  a  |umor  from 
Potts       Camp       Mi        ;  : 
tal  es   to   the   air    durn 
lump 


i\    \ 


Above  Two  members  of  the 
relay  team  make  their  final 
pass  for  the  race  Though 
most  students  thinf  trad  is 
an  individual  sport  trad 
members  must  use  teamwork 
to  compete 

Left  Aaliyah  Shareef  a 
senior  from  Denver. 
Colorado  races  to  take  her 
lump 
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Tennis  involves  more  than  hitting  a 
rubber  ball  with  a  string  racquet  over  a  net.  As 
an  Olympic  sport,  it  requires  a  high  level  of 
discipline,  physical  conditioning,  concentration, 
and  learn  effort.  The  game  of  tennis  can  be 
played  between  two  players,  called  singles,  or 
between  two  teams  of  two,  called  doubles. 

Tennis  has  been  alive  at  Southern  Miss 
since  lL)51  when  the  men's  tennis  team  was 
initiated.  It  wasn't  until  lc)76  that  the  women's 
team  started.  This  year  the  men's  team  was 
led  by  Head  Coach  Teddy  Viator  and  Graduate 
Assistant  Marc  Lux.  Out  of  the  ten  members  in 
the  team,  six  of  them  played  for  the  first  time  at 
Southern  Miss  as  freshmen.  Most  of  the  players 
came  from  different  countries,  such  as  Germany, 
Ecuador,  and  South  Africa.  Besides  their 
background  differences,  the  players  excelled  in 


their  performance  mostly  due  to  their  team  effort 
shown  at  every  practice  and  game. 

The  Southern  Miss  women's  tennis  team 
consisted  of  eight  players  this  year.  The  team 
had  only  one  senior,  Grace  Kammerer.  The 
women's  team  also  showed  a  high  level  of 
quality  in  their  performances  as  team  members 
and  as  individuals.  "Out  of  the  four  years  I 
have  been  coaching  at  Southern  Miss,  this  is  the 
best  team  as  far  as  talent  and  team  camaraderie 
is  concerned,"  said  women's  Head  Coach 
Randy  Rowley.  Coach  Rowley  was  assisted 
by  Graduate  Assistant  Martha  Montano  and 
Manager  Jared  Hill. 

The  tennis  teams  practice  daily  for  two  and 
a  half  hours  and  condition  by  weight  lifting  for 
an  hour.  Many  players  suffered  injuries  during 
the  fall  season;  therefore,  the  spring  training  also 


became  full  of  strengthening  exercises  to  secure 
the  healing  of  injuries  and  prevent  players  from 
getting  hurt  during  spring  games.  Besides  group 
practices,  every  member  receives  individual 
lessons  by  their  coach  once  a  week.  During  these 
lessons,  the  coaches  instruct  the  players  on  how 
to  better  their  technique  in  serves  and  strokes, 
such  as  forehand  and  backhand.  These  private 
lessons  also  improve  each  player's  partner  skills 
while  playing  doubles.  "Our  biggest  focus  this 
year  was  to  play  better  as  doubles,"  said  Coach 
Randy  Rowley. 

The  Southern  Miss  tennis  teams  play  during 
the  fall  and  spring,  as  they  try  to  obtain  a  spot  on 
Conference  USA  Championship.  The  rigorous 
efforts  this  year's  tennis  teams  demonstrated  the . 
high  quality  of  Southern  Miss  student  athletes. 
Story  by  Jennifer  Vital 


Right  Andrew  Poole  a 
sophomore  from  Cape 
Town  South  Africa  tafes  a 
powerful  swing  ot  the  ball 
Photo  Submitted  by  Athletic 
Medio  Relations 


Above:  Grace  Kammerer,  a 
senior  from  Cincinnati  Ohio, 
waits  for  the  perfect  time  to 
take  the  shot. 
Photo  by  Chris  Payne 
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Above  Tyler  Spar!  s  a 
freshman  from  Belmont 
Mississippi  prepares  to  take 
an  iron  shot  from  the  fairway 
to  the  green 

Right:  Helena  Backlund  a 

lunior         from        Bollebygd 

Sweden,    prepares    to    tee 

off 

All    Photos     Submitted    by 

Athletic  Media  Relations 


Right  A  sophomore  from 
Leesburg  Virginia  Kate  Burns 
has  just  teed  off,  and  follows 
through  with  her  swing,  trying 
to  keep  her  head  down 
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In  a  season  that  can  onl>  be  described 
as  electric,  both  the  men's  and  women's  golf 
teams  at  Southern  Miss  overcame  all  that 
stood  in  their  way  to  achieve  strong  results  by 
the  season's  end. 

The  Southern  Miss  men's  golf  team  kicked 
off  their  season  scoring  a  total  of  946  points 
shooting  82  over  par  in  the  season  opener  at 
the  Scenic  City  International  in  Ooltewah, 
Tennessee  and  placing  15"'.  However,  the 
team  would  rally  back  from  that  performance 
midway  through  the  season  at  the  Sam  Hall 
Intercollegiate  with  a  score  of  88?  points 
shootnig  33  over  par  coming  in  at  12"'  place. 

The  season  also  produced  some  stellar 
performances  from  some  of  the  team's  top 
athletes.  One  of  those  outstanding  athletes 
was  senior  Joel  Myrick  who  began  the  season 
shooting  33  over  par  and  earning  a  team  score 
of  233  points.  Myrick  finished  39"'  and  b\ 
mid-season  was  shooting  an  average  of  75.9. 
Another  stand  out  player  .  according  to  the 
men's  golf  coach,  Jerry  Weeks,  was  freshman 
Alex  Park.  "It's  always  good  to  see  people 
go  out  there  and  work."  said  Park.  Alex  is  a 
business  real  estate  major  from  Ithaca.  New 


York.  The  freshman  stand  out  was  shooting  a 
75.1  average  at  mid-season. 

As  for  the  women's  golf  team.  Assistant 
Women's  Golf  Coach  Ofelia  Lopez  was  fairly 
excited  about  their  season.  "It  was  a  great  time 
and  a  learning  experience  for  all.  We  tried  our 
hearts  out  and  didn't  give  up.  which  was  one 
of  our  strengths." 

Lopez  also  said  that  despite  being  a 
young  team  they  did  really  well  and  had 
many  challenges  to  overcome  such  as  getting 
everyone  in  sync.  "We  had  a  whole  new  group 
of  girls  coming  in  so  we  had  eight  different 
personalities  that  had  to  be  adjusted  all  over 
again.  St)  with  everything  set  we  united  as  a 
team  and  played  well,"  Lopez  said. 

For  Kate  Burns,  there  were  many 
memorable  experiences  this  past  season. 
She  remembered  her  experiences  playing  in 
Cincinnati,  "The  weather  was  awful,  like  a 
hurricane.  We  played  36  holes,  but  the  weather 
hadn't  let  up  so  we  turned  to  (our  coach)  and 
said.  "We're  not  going  to  give  up."  We  really 
showed  how  we  were  going  to  light  for  those 
last  three  or  lour  holes."  Burns  is  a  business 
administration    major   and    sophomore    from 


For  Left  Jennifer  Bodermonn 
struggles  to  follow  through  on 
her  swing.  Jennifer  is  o  |unior 
from  Palm  City  Florida 

Left:  f  yle  Ramey  a  |unior 
from  Paducah  K  entucf  y 
attempts  a  difficult  uphill 
chip  towards  the  green 


Leesburg.  Virginia. 

The  women's  golf  team  started  the  season 
at  the  season  opener  at  the  Napa  River  Grill 
Cardinal  Cup  held  in  Simpsonville,  Kentucky 
averaging  994  points  scoring  a  130  over  par 
and  finishing  in  13"'  place.  They  continued 
strong  through  the  season  at  the  LAB  Fall 
Beach  Bash  in  Gulf  Shores.  Alabama  finishing 
with  a  score  of  672  points  with  a  score  of  96 
over  par.  in  4"'  place. 

The  season  wasn't  without  its  share  of 
key  players  such  as  Rebecka  Nilsson  who  b\ 
October  scored  an  average  of  82  strokes  and 
and  was,  "a  strong  player  that  never  gives  up. " 
according  to  Lopez.  Another  great  player  of 
the  season  was  Kate  Burns  who  came  in  as  a 
walk-on.  "She  has  the  passion  for  the  sport  and 
has  earned  her  spot  on  the  team."  said  Lopez. 
Burns  averaged  85.3  strokes  per  round  b\ 
mid-season.  Yet  another  valuable  player  was 
Samantha  Holt,  who  Lopez  said  was.  "just  a 
fighter."  and  that,  "stayed  in  there  the  whole 
time."  Overall  the  teams  were  happj  with  their 
performances  and  look  forward  to  success  next 
season.  Story  by  Joseph  Ezell 
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Nicole  Brown  a  senior  from 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi, 
puts  the  ball  in  (or  Southern 
Miss's  scrum  down  against 
the  opposing  team. 
All  Photos  by  Chris  Payne 


"We're  really  more  than  just  buff,  big 
women,  you  know,"  said  Laura  Ingram,  the 
president  of  the  Southern  Miss  Women's 
Rugby  Club,  "we  even  have  sorority  girls." 
This  diverse  group  of  women  practice  three 
times  a  week  for  two  hours,  working  together 
to  achieve  their  goals  and  create  friendships. 
A  part  of  Southern  Miss  club  sports  for  almost 
nine  years  now,  the  Women's  Rugby  team  must 
raise  their  own  funds,  set  their  own  schedules, 
and  create  ways  to  visit  or  host  other  teams  for 
competitions. 

Laura  said,  "It's  been  a  little  tough  lately, 
to  recruit  girls,  but  we're  trying  to  implement 
some  new  methods  to  help  build  our  team 
up."  Other  than  working  at  a  booth  for  every 
Activity  Fair,  the  women  exhibit  some  rugby 
moves  outside  of  the  Thad  Cochran  Center  to 
raise  interest.  Additionally,  the  women  have  t- 
shirts  with  their  pre-game  chant,  "Toast!  Toast, 


friend!  To  your  heart!  To  your  soul!  To  your 
love  life!" 

Outside  of  recruiting  at  Southern  Miss,  the 
Women's  Rugby  Club  participates  in  national 
socials  designed  to  raise  interest  around  the 
nation  for  the  sport.  "Rugby  is  much  more 
popular  in  England,  its  birthplace,"  Laura  said. 
Part  myth,  the  story  of  the  birth  of  the  sport 
starts  in  Rugby,  England.  The  legend  says 
that  a  soccer  player  got  frustrated  and  decided 
to  pick  up  the  ball  and  run.  Another  player 
got  angry  and  tackled  him,  "thus,  the  start  of 
rugby,"  Laura  said.  In  the  spirit  of  sharing 
their  culture,  at  least  three  international 
students  from  England  have  participated  with 
the  Women's  Rugby  Club  here  at  Southern 
Miss. 

This  year,  the  Women's  Rugby  team 
participated  in  many  tournaments.  In  the  fall, 
the  women  traveled  to  Huntsville.  Alabama  for 


a  tournament  that  lasted  a  weekend,  where  they 
were  able  to  camp  out  and  socialize  with  other 
team  members.  Then,  they  participated  in  the 
Battleship  Tournament  in  Mobile,  Alabama, 
where  they  played  against  the  backdrop  of  the 
USS  Alabama.  Finally,  Southern  Miss  hosted  a 
tournament  at  the  intramural  field.  The  Baton 
Rouge  Women's  Club  team  and  the  Georgia 
Tech  Women's  Club  team  visited  Southern 
Miss  for  the  tournament. 

In  the  spring,  the  Women's  Rugby  Club 
team  suffered  a  loss  to  Tulane,  but  they  set 
their  sights  on  the  largest  rugby  tournament  in 
the  nation:  the  Nashbash  Rugby  Tournament  in 
Nashville,  Tennessee.  In  2005,  Southern  Miss 
earned  second  place  at  this  tournament,  and 
they  hope  to  repeat  such  a  victory  in  2007. 
Story  by  Samantha  Nix 
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ma  I  Nguyen  a  junior 
human  performance  and 
recreation  major  and  a 
Southern  Miss  lock  support 
Tabitha  Davis  he 
up  the  ball  Tabitha  is  a 
lunior  history  mapr 


the     Southern 

members  huddle  together  and 
chant  in  German  This  has 
been  a  tradition  of  the  rugby 
team  since  its  inception 
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Junior  Amanda  Huntoon 
jumps  for  a  far  reach 
to  spike  the  volleybal 
across  the  net  Huntoon  is 
from  Encinitas  Calif 
Photo  by  Chris  Payne 
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Amy  Flarity  concenti 
the  action  on  the  opponent's 
side  of  the  net  to  be  n 
Photo  by  Elizabeth  Maloy 


A  great  volleyball  team  consists  of  the 
right  players,  perfect  formations,  good  hits, 
outstanding  motivation,  and  mental  toughness. 
From  the  beginning  of  this  year's  season.  Head 
Coach  Ricci  Luyties  set  a  goal:  to  develop 
team  chemistry.  "We  need  to  believe  in  one 
goal,"  Luyties  said,  "Being  a  team." 

The  Southern  Miss  volleyball  team 
consists  of  fourteen  ladies,  only  two  of  whom 
are  seniors.  Only  five  players  returned  from 
last  year,  leaving  the  team  with  nine  new 
players. 

The  Lady  Eagles  worked  hard  during 
preseason  conditioning.  The  team  required 
practices,  games,  weight  training  and 
conditioning  drills  from  its  players  on  a  w  eekh 
basis.  They  played  and  practiced  at  the  Payne 
Center,  which  has  been  the  home  of  Lad) 


ie  Lavery  a  sophomore 
I     from  Arma   Kansa 
volleyball  into  th 
Photo  by  Elizabeth  Maloy 


Eagles  Volleyball  since  2001. 

The  Lady  Eagles  competed  in  the  Sam 
Houston  State  Tournament,  the  Colorado 
Tournament,  the  Southern  MissTri-Match  and 
Conference  USA  Tournament.  According  to 
Coach  Luyties.  the  Conference  Tournament  is 
the  most  important  part  of  the  season,  because 
during  it.  the  Conference  members  compete 
for  the  league  championship. 

The  Lady  Eagles  strive  duih  to  balance 
their  time-consuming  sport  w  ith  classes,  work, 
.aid  recreational  time.  "We  did  much  better 
than  previous  years."  said  Coach  Luyties. 
"We  had  a  young  team  with  main  new  faces 
and  finished  ninth  in  the  conference.  That's 
noticeable  improvement  that  we  hope  to  build 
on."  Ston  b\  Jennifer  Vital 


Amy  Flarity    a  freshmen 
from  Mobile  Ala.  keeps 
her  focus  on  the  volley- 
ball as  it  crosses  the  net 
Photo  by  Chris  Payne 
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Freshman  Andre  Stephens, 
a  native  of  Heidelberg 
Mississippi  blod  s         the 

Savannah  State  player 
All  Photos  by  Chris  Payne 


Iii  the  past  decade,  every  year  has 
seemed  to  be  a  replay  of  the  previous  season  for 
men's  basketball  at  Southern  Miss.  Head  coach 
Larry  Eustachy  inherited  a  struggling  program 
which  he  has  spent  a  few  seasons  reconstructing, 
finding  new  players  who  buy  into  the  system 
that  led  to  Eustachy's  previous  teams  advancing 
deep  into  the  NCAA  basketball  tournament. 

The  Golden  Eagles  finished  10-21  overall 
during  the  2005-2006  season,  including  only 
three  conference  victories  in  fourteen  games. 
With  a  roster  primarily  made  up  of  new  additions, 
including  multiple  freshmen,  experts  anticipated 
a  similar  performance  for  2006-2007,  but  as 
Southern  Miss  students  began  spring  semester 


classes,  the  Golden  Eagles  won  their  I  1"'  game 
of  a  young  season,  surpassing  the  previous  year's 
total  with  many  more  contests  still  to  play. 

With  freshman  Jeremy  Wise  of  Jackson, 
Mississippi  leading  the  team  in  scoring,  the 
Golden  Eagles  reeled  off  seven  straight  wins  to 
open  the  season,  an  exciting  feat  even  if  some 
of  those  wins  came  against  universities  like 
Belhaven  and  Southern-New  Orleans — teams 
Southern  Miss  was  expected  to  defeat.  But  on 
January  2nd  at  Reed  Green  Coliseum,  the  young 
Golden  Eagles  squad  defeated  a  strong  Auburn 
team  56-54,  thrilling  the  home  crowd. 

"It  was  the  best  win  we  have  had  here  since 
I've  been  the  coach,"  Coach  Eustachy  said. 


Jeremy  Wise  led  the  team  in  scoring  once 
again,  with  22  points  during  the  game.  "I  thought 
Wise  was  terrific,"  said  Auburn  coach  Jeff  Lebo. 
"He's  ...  a  very  good  perimeter  shooter." 

Though  their  Conference  USA  schedule 
threatened  to  be  a  real  challenge,  Eustachy  was 
optimistic  and  hoped  his  team's  early  success 
would  carry  through  the  year. 

"I  was  pleased  with  our  team  as  I've  liked 
these  guys  from  day  one,"  he  said  after  one 
victory.  "We're  very  young  and  the  only  thing 
that  we  can  do  is  get  better  and  better." 
Story  by  Bradley  Warshauer 
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Left'  Courtney  Beasley  a 
sophomore  from  Huntsville 
Alabama  |umps  for  the  shot 
Beasley  is  majoring  in  coaching 
and  sport  administration 

Below  Junior  Dewayne 
Green  from  Saginaw 
Michigan  stands  in  guarding 
position  waiting  for  the 
opponent 


Above  Sai'Ouon  Stone 
a  freshman  from  Brooklyn 
New  York  |umps  to  gain 
control  of  the  ball  Stone  is 
mapring  in  coaching  and 
sport  administration 

Left-  Junior  G|io  Bam 
native  to  Nassau,  Bahamas 
prepares  for  his  free  throw 
Bain  is  majoring  in  biological 
sciences 
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The  2005-2006  women's  basketball 
season  brought  surprising  success  to  Southern 
Miss,  as  the  Lady  Eagles  finished  the  year  with 
a  10-6  conference  record  and  advanced  to  the 
semi-finals  of  the  Conference  USA  women's 
basketball  tournament  before  falling  to  Tulsa. 
The  Lady  Eagles'  challenge  for  2006-2007  was 
to  sustain  their  success  and  build  off  the  previous 
year's  momentum,  and  head  coach  Joyce  Lee- 
McNelis  was  optimistic. 

"We  are  excited  about  our  women's 
basketball  team."  she  said  at  the  team's  media 
day.  "We've  already  had  some  challenges,  and 
we  have  not  even  tipped  it  off.  We  believe  in 
what  we  are  doing.  We  believe  in  this  team  and 
can  overcome  any  challenges  that  we  face." 

And  they  did  face  challenges,  losing  some 
key  contributors  early  on  and  then  losing  three 
of  their  first  four  games  and  seven  of  their  first 
eleven.  But  after  losing  63-48  to  Centenary 
College,  the  Lady  Eagles  won  six  of  seven 
games,  including  four  wins  against  Conference 
USA  opponents.  At  the  beginning  of  the  spring 
semester  the  Lady  Eagles  had  the  second-best 
record  in  the  conference. 

With  their  success.  Southern  Miss  women's 
basketball  has  become  more  and  more  respected. 
"We  got  people  talking  and  that  is  good,"  said 
senior  guard  Kristin  Chaney.  "We  are  not 
hunting  anymore;  now,  we  are  the  ones  with  the 
target  on  our  back." 

That  attitude  is  exactly  what  Coach 
Lee-McNelis  wants  to  hear  from  her  players. 
"I'm  very  proud  of  this  group,"  she  said.  "Again, 
we  faced  some  obstacles,  but  their  attitudes  have 
remained  positive  and  their  work  ethic  has  been 
very  good.  I  believe  if  we  can  maintain  that,  then 
no  matter  what  we  face,  we  know  that  we  will  be 
able  to  give  it  our  all  no  matter  what  the  outcome 
may  be."  Story  by  Bradley  Warshauer 
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Lauren  Pittman,  a  freshman 
from  Waynesboro, 

Mississippi,  jumps  high  for 
control   of   the   basketball. 
Pittman  is  pursuing  a  degree 
in  biological  sciences. 
All  Photos  by  Chris  Payne 


ft'      The      team      huddles 
gether    deciding    on    the 
play 


Left  Senior  Kristin  Chaney 
from  Little  Pod  Mississippi 
storms  down  the  court 
towards  the  goal  Chaney  is 
a  sport  administration  major 
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Below  Ryan  Belanger  a 
enior  from  Houma,  Louisiana 
prepares  to  throw  the  ball  to 
in-field  hoping  to  catch  the 
opposing  team  off  one  of  the 


Below:  Drew  Carson,  a  junior 
from  Monroe,  Louisiana  slides 
into  home  plate    creating  a 
cloud  of  dust 
All  Photos  by  Chris  Payne 


\ 
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Right:  Barry  Bowden  a  junior 
from  Vidalia  Louisiana 
prepares   to   pitch    hoping   to 
strike  out 
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Near  Left:  Brian  Dozier  a 
sophomore  from  Fulton 
Mississippi  quid  ly  makes  his 
way  across  field  to  his  short 
stop  position 

Far  Left  A  sophormore 
James  Ewig  from  Beaumont 
Texas  tales  a  moment  to 
concentrate  against  the  roar 
of  the  crowd 

ottorrv  Trey  Sutton  a  |unior 

rom  Hattiesburg 
Mississippi  tal  es  a  swing  for 
a  homerun 
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Right:  A  player  from  thi 
opposing  team  lunges  at  < 
Golden  Eagle  as  he  slide 
into  a  safe  position  on  thi 
first  base 
All  Photos  by  Chris  Payne 


Above  Despite  the  danger 
a  member  of  Southern  Miss's 
baseball  team  slides  to 
safety  on  a  base  right  under 
the  opposing  team  member 


Above       Bo       Davis,       a 
sophomore  from  Meridian 
Mississippi     pulls     his     bat 
before  swiftly  attempting  to 
hit  a  homerun. 
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Left:  Playing  as  shortstop, 
Bailey  Hartel  of  Hattiesburg 
Mississippi  waits  patiently 
for  the  ball  to  bounce  into 
his  mitt 


~J  NEW  AND 

IMPROVED 


ODDinons  on  the  Tenm 

oriD  in  THE  PORK 


Baseball  at  Southern  Miss  has  grown 
into  a  dominant  force.  Indeed,  over  the  last 
few  years  Golden  Eagle  baseball  has  been 
among  the  most  successful  team  sports  in  the 
athletic  department  and  has  taken  its  place  as  a 
perpetual  contender  in  Conference  USA.  Willi 
four  straight  NCAA  tournament  appearances 
and  multiple  consecutive  seasons  with  at  least 
39  wins  including  last  season's  39-23  overall 
record.  Head  Coach  Corky  Palmer's  team  has 
seen  its  goals  rise  even  higher. 

As  the  team  opened  practice  early  in 
the  spring  semester.  Palmer  pointed  out  the 
excitement  surrounding  them.  "Everyone  has 
been  active  in  practice,"  he  said.  "They  seem 
to  be  excited  to  be  out  here." 

A  preseason  poll  picked  the  Golden  Eagles 


Far  Left  A  sophomore  from 
Nettleton  Mississippi  L  J  e 
Adams  to!  es  his  place  at 
home  plate  and  concentrates 
intently  on  the  ball 

Left  Eddie  Burger  a  senior 
from  Long  Beach  Mississppi 
closely  watches  his 
teammates  on  the  field 
The  men  of  the  Southern 
Miss  baseball  team  creates 
friendships  that  will  last 
beyond  college 


to   finish   fourth   in   the   highly   competitive  structures,  including  twelve  new  luxury  suites 

Conference    USA.    behind    Rice,    a    school  and  a  new  press  box.  The  renovations  were 

coming  in  fresh  off  a  College  World  Series  also  made  necessary  by  exploding  attendance. 

appearance.       always-competitive      Tulane,  as  the  crowds  coming  to  see  Golden  Eagle 

and  Houston.  "We  always  try   to  play   the  baseball  have  ranked  among  the  top  twent)  in 

best  competition."  Coach  Palmer  said.  "The  the  nation  for  several  years  in  a  row. 
conference  continues  to  be  one  of  the  best  Southern      Miss      baseball      is      seeing 

in  the  nation,  after  sending  tour  teams  to  the  unprecedented       progress       under       Coach 

NCAA  tournament  last  year."  Palmer's  watch,  and  the  future  remains  bright. 

Now   that   Southern    Miss   baseball    has  Before  beginning  spring  practice  earl)  in  the 

taken  its  place  annually  as  one  of  the  most  semester.  Palmer  addressed  the  media  about 

competitive  teams  in  the  nation,  the  athletic  his  team.  "The  players  worked  hard  during 

department  has  begun  the  process  of  upgrading  the  conditioning  period  and  now  everyone  is 

Pete  Taylor  Park  to  make  it  one  o\  the  elite  ready  to  get  started,"  he  said.  "The  season  will 

venues  in  the  area.  As  part  ol  its  overall  plan  to  be  here  before  yon  know  it." 

improve  campus  sports  venues,  the  department  Story  by  Bradley  Warshauer 
is  renovating  "the  Pete"  and  building  new 
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Below      Jennifer     Fox  Right   Head  Loach   Oay 

a  |unior   from  Jad  son  Mel  lutt    speal  s  with  her 

Mississippi      taf  es     a  team  about  their  strategy 

breal     from    the   dug-  for  the  game    All  Photos 

out  by  Chris  Payne 


Right'  Brittany  Wright  a 
freshman  from  Madison 
Mississippi,  prepares  to 
sling  the  ball  back  to  the 
first  baseman 
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Left  Logan  James,  a 
freshman  Hattiesburg, 

Mississippi  native  prepares 
to  catch  the  ball  from  her 
first  base  position 


Left  Batting  for  Southern 
Miss  this  Lady  Eagle 
prepares  to  hit  a  home 
run  Her  team  cheers  her 
on  leaning  over  the  fence 
to  help  motivate  their 
teammate 


Below  Melissa  Prouty 
a  senior  from  Jacl  son 
Mississippi  slides  to  safety 
at  the  home  base 


For  the  Southern  Miss  Lady  Eagles, 
2007  looks  to  be  a  strong  year  for  Softball. 
Head  Coach  Gay  McNutt  led  last  year's  Lady 
Eagles  to  an  11-13  Conference  USA  finish, 
with  an  overall  record  of  29-38.  This  year. 
Coach  McNutt  considered  the  team  promising. 
"I'm  extremely  excited  about  this  team."  said 
McNutt.  Coach  McNutt  had  a  great  deal  of 
young  talent  to  work  with,  according  to  a 
Southern  Miss  press  release.  "We'll  probably 
have  five  or  six  freshmen  starting,"  McNutt 
said.  "There  is  going  to  be  a  lot  of  heart  out 
there.  That  can  carry  you  a  long  way." 

A  pre-season  coaches'  poll  picked  the 
Lady  Eagles  to  finish  7"1  overall  in  Conference 
USA.  However,  McNutt  relished  the 
competition.  "By  no  means  am  I  going  to  say 
that  Conference  USA  is  an  easy  conference." 
McNutt  said.  "I  play  a  harder  schedule  because 
when  it's  regional  time,  that's  what  those 
people  look  at." 

Indeed,  the  Lady  Eagles  played  a  strong 


schedule  this  year,  matching  up  against 
opponents  such  as  Louisiana  State  University, 
Ole  Miss,  and  Conference  USA  preseason 
coaches'  poll  favorite.  Houston.  Yet  after  the 
first  practice  of  the  season,  McNutt  believed 
the  team  got  off  on  the  right  foot  to  tackle  the 
tough  schedule  they  face.  "For  our  first  da)  I 
was  very  pleased."  Coach  McNutt  stated  in  a 
Southern  Miss  press  release.  "We  are  young, 
and  we  are  going  to  make  some  mistakes  early. 
Overall  we  had  a  good  first  day." 

Some  might  see  the  youth  of  the  Lady 
Eagles  as  a  disadvantage.  Coach  McNutt  said. 
"I'm  sure  you've  heard  other  coaches  say 
the  best  thing  about  freshmen  is  thai  they're 
going  to  be  sophomores."  McNutt.  however, 
doesn't  see  it  that  way.  Rather,  she  looks  at  the 
team's  potential.  "Right  now.  we're  focusing 
on  getting  them  to  come  together."  McNutt 
said.  "I  think  once  they're  seasoned  and  know 
what  to  do.  when  to  do  it  and  how  to  do  it. 
we're  going  to  have  a  complete  package."  The 


Lady  Eagles  hoped  to  work  through  several 
injuries  and  make  a  strong  start  to  the  season. 
and  Coach  McNutt  is  confident  that  the)  can 
do  so  with  strong  team  leadership. 

Senior  Melissa  Prouty.  junior  Allison 
Bullard.  and  junior  Team  Captain  Jennifer 
Fox  have.  McNutt  said  in  a  recent  press 
release,  "stepped  up  as  leaders  on  the  team." 
In  McNutt's  view,  leadership  is  not  limited 
to  the  veteran  players.  Because  the  team  is 
young.  Coach  McNutt  will  be  counting  on  her 
new  players  to  drive  the  team  to  success.  In 
McNutt's  words,  "Everyone  on  the  team  has 
the  abilit)  to  be  a  leader."  Ultimately,  it  is  a 
combination  o\  team  unity,  leadership,  and 
hard  work  that  will  bring  the  Lad)  Eagles 
success  in  the  2007  season. 
Story  by  Jeffery  Gulliot 
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Right  Heather  Goldman 
recovers  from  a  spin  while 
enteraining  crowds  with  other 
Southern  Misses  at  the  game 
against  Savanah  State 

Bottom  Emily  Pettus.  a  speech 

and    hearing    sciences    mapr 

raises    her    pom    pom    high    in 

the  air   to  draw   the  crowd's 

attention 

All  Photos  by  Chris  Payne 


The  Southern  Misses  displayed  their 
technical  skills,  good  attitude,  and  high  energy 
through  a  self-choreographed  dance  during  their 
tryouts  on  April.  Sixteen  ladies  made  the  squad 
and  immediately  began  preparing  for  summer 
camp.  The  University  of  Alabama  hosted  a 
dancing  camp,  sponsored  by  the  Universal 
Dancing  Association,  where  the  Southern 
Misses  competed  and  learned  various  routines. 

"Our  routines  are  full  of  hip  hop 
and  creative  moves,  while  maintaining  high 
quality  dance,"  said  junior  Alyse  Stephens. 
The  Southern  Misses  perforin  at  football  pep 
rallies  and  at  the  Eagle  Walk  before  every  home 


football  game.  After  football  season,  the  ladies 
continue  their  hard  work  at  basketball  games. 
They  perform  at  both  men's  and  women's  home 
games,  and  they  travel  to  conference  games. 
Besides  performing  at  half  time,  the  Southern 
Misses  act  as  a  spirit  squad  as  they  cheer  on  the 
sidelines  during  the  entire  game. 

The  Southern  Misses  practice  twice 
a  week  for  two  hours  at  the  Thad  Cochran 
Center.  They  spend  thirty  minutes  working 
on  technique,  which  is  necessary  to  keep  the 
squad  synchronized  at  every  performance.  In 
addition  to  their  twice  weekly  practices,  the) 
also  exercise  during  required  workouts  three 


times  a  week. 

"The  ladies  are  also  encouraged  to  tak 
other  dance  classes  to  maintain  and  better  theii 
technique  and  physical  condition,"  said  tearr 
coordinator  Bridgett  Hunt.  "Their  dedicatior 
and  effort  is  greatly  appreciated  and  rewardec 
with  partial  scholarships." 

The  Southern  Misses  practiced  anc 
performed  for  almost  the  entire  year,  and  all  ol 
the  ladies  demonstrated  their  passion  for  what 
they  do  at  every  performance  and  every  game 
Alyse  Stephens  explained  her  enthusiasrr 
simply:  "I  just  love  dancing." 
Story  by  Jennifer  Vital 
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Above  Gabby  Olivier  a 
marketing  mapr  stands  in  front 
of  Jennifer  Anpli  Johnson  a 
freshman  dance  choreography 
mapr  as  the  Southern  Misses 
syncopate  their  movements 

Left  Sophomores  Ashley 
Torjunsen  and  Lauren  Parr  snap 
into  position  in  the  middle  of 
smooth  hip-hop  movements 

Bottom  Holly  Allen  a  freshman 
from  VicL  sburg  Mississippi 
whips  her  shoulders  and 
hips  around  glancing  at  the 
crowd  Allen  performs  with 
the  Southern  Misses  at  every 
home  basketball  game 


southern  misses 
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Photo  by  Chris  Payne 


Photo  by  Rachel  Underwood 


College  students  that  join  groups  or 
organizations  tend  to  have  a  more  successful 
future  andamoreenjoyablecollegeexperience. 
Southern  Miss  offers  a  wide  spectrum  of 
organizations  for  any  kind  of  person.  Some 
organizations  are  major-oriented,  like  the 
American  Marketing  Association,  which 
is  open  to  marketing  and  business  majors. 
Other  groups  include  Alpha  Kappa  Psi  which 
focuses  on  business  majors,  yet  is  open  for 
anyone  who  wants  to  learn  about  running  a 
successful  business.  Some  organizations  focus 
on  meeting  the  needs  of  a  specific  group,  like 
the  Afro-American  Student  Organization, 
which  works  to  meet  the  needs  of  minority 
students.  Each  organization  at  Southern  Miss 
contains  its  own  function,  administration, 
purpose,  and  history,  enabling  it  to  become  a 
very  important  part  of  each  member  and  the 
greater  university  community. 
Story  by  Jennifer  Vital 
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Evan  Coffey,  a  junio  I 
music  ma|or,  performs  or  j 
the  field.   Photo  by 


The  Pride  of  Southern  Mississippi  is  the 
underlying  sound  of  Southern  Miss.  Whether 
attending  a  home  game  at  the  Rock,  or  being 
invited  to  the  historic  Lambeau  Field  in  Green 
Bay,  Wisconsin,  The  Pride  carries  the  Golden 
Eagle  banner  on  the  shoulders  of  its  members. 
As  practice  commences  daily,  one  can  hear  The 
Pride's  various  instruments  boom  across  the 
vast  campus. 

Each  member  of  The  Pride  instills  an 
excruciating  amount  of  mental  and  physical 
work  into  each  practice  session.  Though  some 
members  do  not  receive  a  scholarship  for  their 
participation,  the  amount  of  effort  and  patience 
that  goes  into  The  Pride  is  amazing. 

Dr.  Reginald  Houze,  co-director  of  The 
Pride  said,  "Each  student  is  under  a  somewhat 
large  amount  of  a  pressure.  Sometimes  the 
mental  ability  to  learn  a  part  can  only  expand 
so  much  that,  often  times,  the  students  actually 
learn  the  routine  while  playing  on  the  held." 

Besides  the  students'  mental  and  physical 
outlook  on  practicing  for  perfection,  the 
directors  are  under  plenty  of  stress.  "After 
practicing,  after  the  preparation,  after  designing 
and  obtaining  the  music,  we  are  basically  worn 
out.  Even  though  there  is  plenty  of  work  that 
is  put  into  directing  The  Pride,  the  students  are 
our  main  concern.  Often  times,  we  wonder  if 
they  really  pick  it  up.  It  never  fails  though;  they 
always  rise  to  the  occasion.  We  are  extremely 
proud  of  our  students.  They  make  it  happen," 
said  Jaime  Strandland,  another  director. 

After  the  dirt  and  grass  settles,  The  Pride  of 
Mississippi  takes  the  held.  The  Pride  performs 
at  all  home  football  games,  and  also  some  of  the 
away  games.  After  the  game.  The  Pride  even 
performs  a  "Fifth  Quarter"  show,  in  which  The 


Pride  performs  one  last  time. 

The  Pride  performs  at  various  places, 
including  the  university's  own  Powerhouse 
Restaurant,  every  game  day  one  hour  before 
kickoff.  After  playing  at  the  Powerhouse,  The 
Pride  marches  to  The  Rock  for  their  pre-game 
show.  Though  The  Pride  has  played  at  many 
venues,  this  year  was  extra  special.  The  Pride 
was  invited  to  Green  Bay,  Wisconsin  to  entertain 
the  rowdy  Green  Bay  crowd  during  the  pre- 
game,  the  half-time,  and  post-game.  Fans  of  the 
Packers,  along  with  Southern  Miss  alumni,  and 
three-time  NFL  MVP.  Brett  Farve,  was  excited 
to  have  The  Pride  performing  in  Green  Bay. 

The  Pride  is  an  essential  part  of  Southern 
Miss.  With  The  Pride  marching  on  the  held 
and  with  all  of  the  toil  and  labor  that  students 
put  into  practice,  one  can  barely  assimilate  the 
magnitude  of  the  black  and  gold  blood  that 
flows  through  each  member.  It  seems  that  the 
statement,  "Look  proud,  play  proud,  you  are 
The  Pride  of  Mississippi"  is  personally  etched 
into  each  member's  heart. 
Story  by  Kenneth  Legg 


A  member  of  the  drumlin 

gets     in     some     practice    | 

before       the       pre-game 

festivities 

Photo  by  Chris  Payne 


148 


organizations 


The  Pride  half-time  show 
awed  spectators  with 
precision  and  accuracy 
in  both  their  playing  skills 
and  field  position  This  is 
the  view  enpyed  by  the 
home  crowd. 
Photo  by  Chris  Payne 


The  drum  maprs  lead 
The  Pride  down  the 
Eagle  Walk  during  pre- 
game  festivities  This  is  a 
Southern  Miss  tradition 
that  occurs  before  every 
home  game 
Photo  by  Chris  Payne 


Molly  Uill  a  senior 
business  mapr  performs 
her  routine  for  the  crowd 
She  is  the  head  feature 
t  wirier  for  the  Pride 
Photo  by  Chris  Payne 


The  Pride 
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The  Dixie  Darlings  act 
as  an  extension  of  The 
Pride,  performing  in  the 
pre-game  Eagle  Wi 
festivities  and  Friday  Night 
at  the  Fountain,  as  wel 
as  during  half-time  shows 
and  marching  in  parades. 
A  famed  Southern  Miss 
tradition,  the  crowds 
always  enpy  the  Darlings' 
I  ict  line 
All  Photos  by  Chris  Payne 
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dixie  darlings 


For  the  Dixie  Darlings  of  Southern  Miss, 
the  53  years  since  their  inception  have  been 
continuously  marked  by  tradition,  community 
involvement,  and  excellence.  This  year's  squad 
was  no  exception. 

"The  Dixie  Darlings  are  very  unique,"  said 
Lindsay  Boler,  chosen  by  her  peers  as  Dixie 
Darling  of  the  Year,  "because  we  have  kept 
many  of  the  traditions  from  the  very  first  team. 
We  have  not  conformed  to  other  dance  teams, 
but  have  chosen  to  keep  the  traditions  that  make 
the  Dixie  Darlings  a  symbol  of  Southern  Miss." 
Indeed,  the  Dixie  Darlings  still  wear  uniforms 
similar  to  the  original  1954  editions,  and  uphold 
the  same  tough  standards. 

Boler,  a  Senior  speech  pathology  major 
from  Chatom.  Alabama,  said  that  the  Dixie 
Darlings  have  worked  hard  this  year  to  achieve 
excellence  on  the  held.  "We  practice  every  day 
for  about  two  hours.  Each  member  of  the  team 
is  required  to  work  out  three  hours  extra  per 


week.  The  week  before  a  game,  everyone  has 
to  perforin  the  upcoming  dance  routine  to  see  if 
they  make  the  performance  cut." 

However,  serving  the  community  is  also 
very  important  to  the  young  women  of  the 
Dixie  Darlings.  According  to  Boler,  "The  Dixie 
Darlings  are  always  encouraged  to  be  positive 
role  models."  Part  of  that,  Boler  said,  is  to  "make 
a  positive  impact  in  the  community  at  Southern 
Miss." 

Indeed,  according  to  Boler,  the  Dixie 
Darlings  work  year-round  to  help  various 
charitable  causes.  "We  always  support  Breast 
Cancer  Awareness,  and  we  raised  a  large  sum  of 
money  this  year  to  aid  that  cause.  We  participate 
in  events  sponsored  by  Forrest  General  Hospital 
Spirit  of  Women  program  as  well.  Also,  the 
team  visits  local  hospitals  and  nursing  homes." 

Yet  all  of  that  hard  work  is  not  without  its 
reward.  Aside  from  the  personal  growth  and 
satisfaction  the  members  of  the  Southern  Miss 


Photo  Submitted  by  Dixie  Darlings 

Dixie  Darlings  receive  from  their  efforts  each 
year,  the  squad  members  sometimes  have  the 
chance  to  participate  in  something  unique  and 
special.  This  year,  that  unique  event  was  a  live 
halftime  performance  at  Lambeau  Field.  Home 
of  the  Green  Bay  Packers  and  famed  Southern 
Miss  quarterback  Brett  Favre,  fans  at  Lambeau 
sometimes  wait  decades  to  secure  tickets.  For 
the  Dixie  Darlings,  the  opportunity  to  perform 
there  was  a  jump  to  the  front  of  the  line. 

According  to  Boler.  that  trip  is  something 
she  will  remember  for  the  rest  o(  her  life.  "It  \\  as 
awesome.  The  best  thing,  besides  performing  in 
front  of  tens  of  thousands  of  people  at  Lambeau 
Field,  was  the  reception  we  got  from  the  fans. 
The  fans  and  the  citizens  of  Green  Bay  were  so 
nice  and  hospitable.  They  loved  lis." 

Indeed,   the   Dixie   Darlings   have   always 
been  about  the  fans.  For  both,  the  2006-2007 
year  has  been  amazing  here  at  Southern  Miss. 
Story  by  JeffGuillot 


Dixie  Darlings    ■     151 


k!>  X . 


NGTH  SpIRIT 


'HROUGH 


Every  year,  a  panel  of  baseball  coaches 
and  other  judges  interview  and  select  about  30 
girls  to  represent  the  baseball  team  and  to  help 
them  out  during  games.  Dubbed  the  "Diamond 
Darlings,"  this  group  of  well-accomplished 
and  baseball-passionate  women  come  together 
to  support  perhaps  the  most  successful  team  in 
Southern  Miss's  athletic  department. 

Starting  in  the  late  fall,  current  Diamond 
Darlings  post  fliers  and  arrange  to  send  out 
university-wide  announcements  about  the  open 
tryouts.  Aspiring  Diamond  Darlings  must  have  a 
2.0  GPA  and  be  enrolled  full  time  for  eligibility. 
From  there,  the  selection  process  is  monitored 
by  baseball  coaches,  officers,  and  other  judges. 

The  Union  Campus  Organizations  database 
lists  the  purpose  of  the  Diamond  Darlings  as 
"To  render  services  as  needed  to  the  baseball 
program,  providing  help  with  public  relation 
endeavors  at  baseball  games  and  throughout  the 
community."  To  help  prepare  them,  the  Diamond 
Darlings  are  required  to  attend  all  practices  and 
games,  as  well  as  any  events  thrown  by  the 
athletic  department  for  the  baseball  team. 

It's  a  common  misconception  that  the  title 
"Diamond  Darlings"  was  born  from  Southern 


Miss's  own  Dixie  Darlings.  Instead,  Diamond 
Darlings  exist  on  a  variety  of  campuses,  such  as 
Iowa  State  University,  Dakota  State  University, 
and  Texas  A&M. 

Southern  Miss  Diamond  Darlings  serve  in 
the  same  capacity  as  other  Diamond  Darlings 
throughout  the  nation.  They  pick  up  bats  and 
clean  bases  off,  assisting  the  baseball  team  run  an 
efficient  game.  The  Diamond  Darlings  also  lead 
the  crowd  in  "Take  Me  Out  to  the  Ballgame"  in 
the  7th  inning  stretch,  a  tradition  that  Southern 
Miss  fans  participate  in  by  singing  and  swaying 
to  the  music. 

The  2006  Southern  Miss  Diamond  Darlings 
featured  a  head  captain,  two  captains,  and  a  spirit 
coach.  This  year's  Diamond  Darlings  are  led  by 
captains  Greer  Garraway  and  Meagan  Smith, 
both  former  members  of  the  group.  Though 
they  are  leading  a  diverse  group  of  students. 
Garraway  and  Smith  recognize  the  passion  each 
girl  has  for  Southern  Miss  baseball,  making  this 
season  a  successful  one  not  only  for  the  baseball 
team,  but  the  women  who  assist  them. 
Story  by  Samantha  Nix 

Top  Right      This  Diamond 
Darling  performs  her  duty 
during  the  game 
Photo  by  Chris  Payne 

Right        These    Diamond 

Darlings    delegate    duties 

to  members  for  the  day's 

game 

Photo  by  Chris  Payne 


The  Southern  Miss 
Ultimate  Frisbee  club  is 
dedicated  to  the  sport 
of  Ultimate  Frisbee  The 
group  gathers  to  practice 
at  least  once  a  week 
playing  scrimages  as  well 
as  games  against  teams 
from  other  campuses  and 
organizations. 
Photo  by  Chris  Payne 
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The    Eagle    Amba 
worl    in   association    with 
the  Athletics  Department 
The     ambassad  i 

.  '■     thi      reci  jitment    of 
student  athletes  ot  various 
;uch  as  Blacl-  and 
Gold  Day    Photo  by 
Rachel  Underwood 


The  Honors  College 
Ambassodors  assist  with 
programs  such  as  Honors 
Day  and  the  Presidential 
Scholars  Competition 
Pictured  are  Front  left 
to  right  Stacey  Peady 
Samantha  Ni>  Christy 
Dyess  f  allie  Graham 
Breanne  Hancock  Leslie 
Gaddis  Stephanie 

Foreman  Pachel 

Underwood  Lauren 

Farrar  Tara  Whitehead 
Bad  Row  Noelle  Lucas 
Chad  Byrd  I  en  Busby 
Brennen  Hancocl  Stuart 
Lovingood  Paul  Saputo 
Brittany  Coleman 

Matthew    Poot     Melissa 
Nid    Photo  by 
Jaime  McKercher 
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The  Honors  Student 
Association  is  comprised 
of  students  that  are 
enrolled  with  the  Southern 
Miss  Honors  College 
The  organization  focuses 
on  community  service 
bringing  the  members 
of  the  Honors  College 
-  id  ot!  er  and 
mmunit ,  Photo  by 
Rachel  Underwood 
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Left  to  Right  Brittany 
Brown,  David  McRaney 
Paul  David  Carby  Patrick 
Fisad  erly  All  Photos 
Submitted  by  The  Student 
Printz 


Information  and  news  pertaining  to  the 
university  is  sometimes  downright  exhausting  to 
come  by,  and  often  leaves  students,  professors, 
and  faculty  searching  for  a  deeper  understanding 
of  daily  campus  occurrences.  The  Student  Print/, 
Southern  Miss's  student-produced  and  student- 
printed  news  paper  provides  the  university 
community  with  campus  information  and  stories 
that  pertain  to  the  campus  itself  without  using 
wire  stories,  or  stories  that  have  been  diluted  by 
the  internet  gossip. 

The  Student  Printz  also  provides  students  an 
outlet  for  campus-wide  concerns.  Students  can 
express  their  opinions  and  write  about  campus 
experiences.  This  attribute  of  The  Student 
Printz  creates  a  sense  of  acknowledgement  with 
the  student  body,  allowing  a  general  outlet  for 
student  concerns. 


With  that,  David  McRaney,  Executive 
Editor  said,  "  The  Student  Printz  has  always  tried 
to  focus  on  issues  that  directly  affect  the  students 
on  campus,  and  correspondingly  focuses  directly 
on  the  major  goal  of  all  journalists:  to  uncover 
wrongs  that  are  conceived  in  society.  With  all  of 
this  information  in  The  Student  Printz.  it  helps 
professors  and  students  alike  gain  on-site  access 
to  breaking  news  all  around  the  campus." 

McRaney  also  said.  "With  a  full  staff  of 
mass  communication  majors  this  year.  The 
Printz  is  able  to  give  them  a  chance  to  see  what 
it  is  like  to  work  for  a  paper.  The  deadlines  and 
rigorous  assignments  on  campus  give  members 
of  the  staff  great  experience,  especially  for  future 
internships  and  jobs."  The  Student  Printz  must 
have  a  full  staff  to  produce  and  print  a  paper 
every  Tuesday  and  Thursday.    To  have  all  of 


the  assignments  on  the  campus  and  not  enough 
reporters  would  produce  detrimental  results 
for  the  editors,  who  often  have  to  substitute 
and  fill  in  on  certain  assignments.  "There  is  a 
strict  policy  among  the  staff."  McRaney  said, 
"if  an  assignment  is  not  able  to  be  finished  for  a 
deadline,  then  an  editor  must  finish  up  that  loose 
end  in  order  to  get  the  story  run.  Overall,  the 
staff  has  done  a  great  job  in  getting  all  of  the 
information  in  on  time." 

With  such  an  active  campus  as  Southern 
Mississippi,  The  Student  Printz  staff  does 
a  wonderful  job  in  keeping  the  university 
community  up-to-par  on  all  of  the  issues  and 
activities  around  campus. 
Story  by  Kenneth  Legg 
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For  Left  David  McRaney 
the  E-ecutive  Editor 
heads  up  the  staff  for 
The  Student  Print-  He 
oversees  the  editing  and 
completion  of  ever/  issue 

Left  Paul  David  Carby 
is  the  Photography  Editor 
for  The  Student  Printz 


Patrick  Fisackerly  the 
Entertainment  Editor 

works  to  keep  the 
university  updated  on  the 
entertainment  scene 


The  Student  Printz 
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The  college  radio  station  is  something 
that  has  been  somewhat  of  a  staple  on  college 
campuses  since  the  early  1990s  and  often 
affiliated  with  the  alternative  music  scene.  Here 
at  Southern  Miss,  however,  the  college  radio 
station  takes  music  to  a  new  level.  "WUSM 
prides  itself  on  filling  in  the  gaps  all  the  other 
local  radio  stations  don't."  said  Mike  Davis, 
the  WUSM  radio  manager.  The  station  does 
play  alternative  music,  but  also  prides  itself  on 
playing  classical,  jazz,  and  the  blues  as  well, 
giving  any  listener  a  wide  variety  of  options  to 
choose  from. 

"My  favorite  part  about  WUSM  is  being 
able  to  discover  and  appreciate  the  blues,"  said 
Kevin  Wheeler,  a  junior  Mass  Communications 
major  and  WUSM  disc  jockey. 

While  WUSM  started  as  a  small  local  radio 
station  back  in  the  1940s,  it  evolved  throughout 
the  following  decades  into  a  station  that  had 
both  AM  and  FM  broadcasts.  In  the  late  1980s, 
WUSM-FM  became  the  only  public  station  in 
Southern  Mississippi  thanks  to  a  grant  from  the 
Corporation  for  Public  Broadcasting. 

This  gives  WUSM  the  ability  to  provide 
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aspiring  disc  jockeys  with  an  opportunity  to  get 
actual  experience  in  a  live  broadcast  setting. 
"I  feel  that  any  student  in  broadcasting  needs 
experiential  learning  and  WUSM  is  a  great  place 
to  get  that,"  said  Davis.  Wheeler,  sharing  this 
sentiment,  said,  "I  wanted  the  opportunity  to  have 
some  experience  in  broadcasting... anything  to 
get  your  foot  in  the  door  can  really  help."  Davis 
also  went  as  far  as  to  recommend  the  station 
to  non-broadcast  majors.  "Most  importantly,  I 
think  any  student  should  work  here,  or  at  least 
listen,  because  the  collegiate  experience  is  all 
about  broadening  your  horizons." 

While  WUSM  obviously  benefits  people 
majoring  in  broadcasting  or  a  related  field,  it 
also  serves  as  a  good  source  of  entertainment  for 
the  rest  of  Southern  Miss.  "I  love  listening  to 
'Synchronicity,'  (the  nightly  alternative  show). 
I  just  really  like  the  diversity  on  the  show.  It 
plays  a  little  bit  of  everything,  and  that  appeals 
to  my  wide  variety  of  musical  tastes,"  said  Britto 
Caldwell,  a  senior  Broadcast  major. 

James  Wilcox,  a  junior  International 
Business  major  and  avid  drummer,  agreed, 
stating,    "'Synchronicity'    would    probably    be 


my  favorite  program  because  of  the  opportunity 
for  exposure  it  gives  to  local  bands.  As  a  local 
musician,  it's  really  great  to  see  someone  giving 
opportunities  to  aspiring  artists." 

As  far  as  trends  of  listeners  on  the  show, 
Davis  said,  "As  of  late.  Frontiers  has  really 
caught  up  with  Hub  City  Blues,  as  students  and 
listeners  are  in  need  of  something  revitalizing 
in  the  late  afternoon."  Davis  added,  "We  also 
program  multiple  specialty  shows  of  music  and 
programming  that  are  heard  nowhere  else," 
which  increases  the  uniqueness  of  WUSM. 

Whether  someone  aspires  to  be  a  young 
broadcaster,  vaguely  interested  in  doing  some 
broadcast  while  still  in  college  as  a  hobby,  or  just 
enjoys  listening  to  music,  WUSM  can  provide 
all  of  it.  From  alternative  to  hip-hop  and  from 
jazz  to  blues,  all  types  of  music  can  be  found 
on  one  convenient  station.  "WUSM  has  been 
around  for  a  while.  It's  a  treat  way  for  anyone 
who  loves  music  and  likes  to  display  their  voice 
to  gain  some  experience."  said  Wheeler.  Make 
sure  to  tune  into  WUSM  at  88.5  FM. 
Story  by  Alan  Wheat 
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Kevin  Wheeler  a  |unior 
mass  communications 

major,  makes  his  selection 
for  his  show  WUSM 
welcomes  any  student 
interested  in  broadcasting 
Photo  by  Chris  Payne 


Left  Disc  |od  e/s  choose 
their  play  list  trom  a  huge 
wall  at  albun  i     I 

tudents  an  outlet  for 
real  DJ  e»pi    i 
Photo  by  Christy  Dyess 


Bottom  Eric  Nag 
o  Mass  Communications 
and  English  double  major 
broadcasts  his  show 
"Synchrocity"  ever  night 
Photo  by  Christy  Dyess 


WUSM 


Gamma  Beta  Phi  is  open 

to  any  student  rani  mg  in 
the  top  twenty  percent 
of  his  or  her  class  The 
group  encourages 

scholastic  effort  and  seeks 
to  improve  education 
through  service  Photo  by 
Christopher  Bostick 


BANIMA  BETA  PHI 


Sigma  Alpha  lota  is  open 
to  female  studetns  sincerely 
interested  in  music  The 
group  was  established 
to  encourage  fellowship 
among  music  groups  on 
campus  and  support  the 
professionalism  of  women 
in  music 
Photo  by  Christy  Dyess 


SIGMA  ALPHA  IOTA 


Sigma  Tau  Delta  was 
established  to  recognize 
academic  achievement  in 
English  studies  Every  year 
new  members  are  inducted 
into  this  distinguished 
honor  society  Photo  by 
Christopher  Bostick 


SIGMA  TAG  OELTA 
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The     Burger     logo     has 
become   a   common  sight 
here  at  Southern  Miss. 
Photo  by  Jaime  McKercher 


BRINGING 

THE 


Hull  city  independent  media 

Hub      City      Independent      Media      was      not  just  a  suitcase  campus,"  said  Lee. 


Casey  Rops  sophomore 
computer  science  mapr. 
enpys  his  copy  of  The 
Burger  The  Burger  is 
orinted  and  released  bi- 
vvee^  ly 
photo  by  Jaime  McKercher 


established  in  the  fall  of  2005  with  one  goal 
in  mind:  to  let  students  know  that  there  really 
is  something  to  do  in  Hattiesburg.  Thus  The 
Burger  was  born. 

The  first  issue  was  released  in  September 
2005,  and  The  Burger  has  since  grown  to 
become  a  common  source  of  knowledge  for  all 
things  cultural  and  entertaining  in  Hattiesburg 
for  those  here  at  Southern  Miss. 

The  Burgeris  completely  staffed,  organized, 
and  produced  by  students  with  a  variety  of 
specialties,  all  members  of  the  Hub  City 
Independent  Media  group.  From  interviews  of 
local  artists  such  as  Spence  Townsend  to  articles 
on  fashion,  dating,  and  music,  77?e  Burger  has  a 
little  something  for  everyone. 

Jackie  Lee,  a  recent  photojournalism 
graduate,  has  a  strong  passion  that  lead  to  the 
creation  of  The  Burger.  "I  wanted  to  promote 
arts  and  entertainment  events  in  Hattiesburg 
so  that  the  college  community  would  know 
that  there  are  meat  things  going  on  here  every 


The  staff  has  also  become  a  very  active 
part  of  the  community,  hosting  various  events 
to  support  Hattiesburg.  "'One  of  the  earliest 
events  we  hosted  and  one  I  am  most  proud  of 
is  the  benefit  we  held  for  the  Family  Network 
Partnership  last  Christmas."  said  Lee. 

The  Burger  hosted  a  dinner  with  live 
music,  and  all  of  the  proceeds  went  to  throw  a 
Christmas  party  for  the  children  ^^\  the  Family 
Network  Partnership.  The)  also  bought  all  o\ 
the  children  Discmans  as  presents. 

Another  event  hosted  in  September  was 
the  three-day  Reel  South  Film  Fest.  where  short 
films  by  local  filmmakers  as  well  as  full-length 
Indie  flicks  were  showcased.  The  Burger  is  also 
co-hosting  a  "Let's  Dance"  night  at  the  Bottling 
Co.  downtown  every  Monday  night  with  a  new 
local  TV  station  as  well  as  monthly  speed  dating 
at  local  restaurants  downtown. 

Look  for  more  quality  reporting  as 
The  Burger  continues  to  evolve  as  one  of 
Hattiesburg's  finest  publications. 


weekend.    1  wanted  them  to  realize  that  this  is      Story  by  Jaime  McKercher 


STUDEUT  BROADCASTING  ASSOCIATION 


The  Student  Broadcasting 
Association  is  open  to 
all  students  enrolled  at 
Southern  Miss  involved 
with  electronic  media  such 
as  television  and  radio 
The  group  pn 
the  development  of  the 
members'  1  now  ledge 

through  various  advanced 
media  education 

programs 
Photo  by  Molly  Buchcanan 


Hub  City  Independent  Media 
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Wynde  Fitts  the  Director 
of  First  Year  Experience 
worls  hard  during  Last 
Call  for  Fall  She  selects 
the  team  members  for 
Southern  Style  after  a 
grueling  interview  process 
Photo  submitted  by  First 
Year  Experience 


Southern  Style  membei 
strut  their  stuff  down  th 
aisles  at  a  Preview  sessio 
It's  their  job  to  get  th 
incoming  students  pumpe 
up  about  Southern  Miss. 
Photo  Submitted  by  Fir 
Year  Experience 


southern  style 


Every  student  that  wants  to  attend  this  fine 
institution  of  higher  learning  has  to  first  go 
through  one  of  Southern  Miss's  world-famous 
orientations,  and  only  one  organization  on 
campus  has  the  skills  to  make  sure  that  each 
Preview  day  goes  off  without  a  hitch:  Southern 
Style. 

Orientation  is  the  main  function  of  the  young 
men  and  women  in  the  blazing-gold  jackets. 
They  also  serve  as  directors  for  the  Golden  Eagle 
Welcome  Week,  working  as  an  extension  of  the 
Office  of  the  First  Year  Experience.  Southern 
Style  is  the  official  host  and  hostess  group  of 
the  university,  helping  with  commencement. 
Award's  Day,  Legislative  Weekend,  and  other 
official  events  hosted  by  the  university. 

Ronnie  Hebert,  a  junior  music  education 
major,  feels  that  the  Southern  Style  tradition 
is  extremely  important  to  this  university. 
"Southern  Style  has  been  leading  this  campus 


for  36  years  now,  and  the  incoming  students  see 
that  tradition  the  minute  they  step  on  campus." 
Hebert  said  that  having  a  very  diverse 
membership  is  vital  to  the  group  because  it  better 
represents  the  university,  allowing  the  group  to 
be  of  help  to  every  individual  incoming  student. 
Luci  Moore,  a  senior  biology  major,  said 
that  being  a  member  of  Southern  Style  was  the 
greatest  experience  she  has  had  here  at  Southern 
Miss. 

"At  the  end  of  the  day  I  always  felt  really 
productive  because  we  had  gotten  all  of  the  new 
students  fired  up  to  love  their  new  home  here  at 
Southern  Miss  almost  as  much  as  we  do,"  Moore 
said. 

Wynde  Fitts,  the  director  of  First  Year 
Experience,  told  them  the  very  first  day  of  class 
"if  you  are  the  same  person  at  the  end  of  the  job, 
then  I  have  not  done  my  job  right." 

Hebert  said  that  she  was  absolutely  right. 


- 
few 


V." 
?.'■:■! 


I 


"We  were  thrown  together  with  2 1  of  the  to] 
leaders  on  campus,  which  was  really  hard  at  firs 
because  everyone  had  their  own  opinions  am  { 
styles  of  leadership.  We  were  forced  to  grov 
unexpectedly,  working  with  people  we  were  s< 
alike  but  so  different  at  the  same  time.  That  wa 
the  best  part,"  Hebert  said. 

"We  had  all  semester  to  prepare,  so  b; 
the  time  the  summer  Previews  rolled  around 
we  knew  everyone's  strengths  well  enough  t<  I 
function  as  a  team,"  Moore  said.  "You  reall 
know  you've  had  an  impact  on  someone's  lit 
when  they  come  up  to  you  later  and  ask  you  hovj 
they  can  get  one  of  those  gold  jackets." 

As  this  21 -member  team  passes  on  thei 
jackets  to  the  next  generation,  the  tradition  live 
on  and  the  legacy  continues. 
Story  by  Jaime  McKercher 
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Gates  Crisler  and  Mary 
Frances  Wilts  worl  hard 
checl  ing  in  incoming 
students  for  Last  Call 
lor  Spring.  This  is  the 
last  chance  for  transfer 
students  and  new  freshmen 
to  be  in  enrolled  for  the 
spring  semester 
Photo  by  Ghns  Royne 


'st  Row     Jessica  Bordelon  Luci  Moore.  Leslie  Adah  Josh  Mannmo  Sarah  Leonard  Beth  Richardson    Second  Row    Beth  Guess  Roz  Richards  Ashley  Cangelosi  Brenton  Alexander  David  Turner  Kothryn  Bush    ■ 
imb  Mary  Frances  Wilks    Last  Row    Jeannette  Johnson  Gates  Crisler  Jeff  O'Keefe  Seth  Hester  Vince  Fobra  Ronnie  Heber I  Nichole  Cyprian    Photo  Submitted  by  Photo  Services 
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Front  R°w  Top  to  Bottom  Holly  Pace  Ashley  Johnston  -  V,ce  President,  M,chelle  Lelond,  Kelly  Hembree.  Emily  Deluco.  Chelsey  Smith,  Staci  Cochron,  Bnttney  Johnson,  Anne  Nehlig  Brion  Guidroz  Kristen  Cangiamillc 
.amantha  McCain  Melissa ,  Lang  Nicole  Roulston  Louren  McDougold  Second  Row  Rome  Hebert  George  Napier  Kami  Mueller  Laurie  Johnston  Melissa  Grino  Lauren  Ba,ley  Danielle  Couture  Jennifer  Bush  Kothry 
Bush  bndsey  Lazes  Brena  WardJene  Ward,  Joe  Sab.n  Br,an  Harris  Leslie  Goddis  Th,rd  Row  Jeff  O'Keefe  Dust.n  Boone  Beth  Guess,  Josh  Mann.no,  Emily  Zelenko,  Wh.tney  Lee,  Mark  Carter,  Adnenne  Mullin 
Matthew  Godfrey,  AaKeela  Hudnall,  Ashley  Cangelosi,  Haley  Lew,s,  Kate  Rudzk  Fourth  Row,  Kyle  Brown  Charles  Childress,  Scott  Haney  Houston  Steelman  Jaime  McKercher  Jake  Meek  Laura  Guiles  Omari  Pittmo 
liilliary  Walters,  Uavid  Walter  -  President  Zack  Popavich    Not  Pictured    Brandi  Ferrer  Alma  Santillan,  Elizabeth  Bridges,  Jill  Young 


162 


organizations 


.. 


EAGLES 

RECRUITING 


EXCELLENCE 

eagle  connection 


As  the  lifeblood  of  Iliis  university,  students 
provide  not  only  the  reason  for  our  founding,  but 
also  the  continuing  prosperity  that  Southern  Miss 
enjoys  today.  One  organization  that  helps  our 
university  continue  to  shine  and  grow  through 
recruitment  is  Eagle  Connection. 

Eagle  Connection  is  an  elite  group  of 
students  that  works  closely  with  the  Office  of 
Admissions  to  recruit  prospective  students  by 
traveling  to  schools  and  area-wide  programs 
across  the  Southeastern  region  and  by  helping 
with  events  on  campus. 

David  Walker,  the  current  president  of  Eagle 


Connection  and  a  senior  psychology  major, 
has  thoroughly  enjoyed  his  three  years  as  a 
member. 

"Eagle  Connection  is  a  great  opportunity  for 
students  to  help  better  their  university  by  going 
to  area  high  schools  and  using  their  knowledge 
and  experiences  here  at  Southern  Miss  to  help 
recruit  new  students,"  said  Walker. 

Leslie  Gaddis,  a  junior  microbiology  major 
from  Meridian,  Mississippi,  volunteers  a  lot 
of  her  time  to  attend  area-wide  recruitment 
programs  and  sees  first-hand  how  Eagle 
Connection  aids  the  university  as  an  extension 
of  the  Admissions  Office. 

"I've  been  able  to  see  the  impact  I  can  have 
on  a  prospective  student's  decision  to  come  to 
Southern  Miss.  They  really  do  appreciate  our 
knowledge  of  the  university  and  our  opinions 


These  four  spend  some 
time  getting  to  know 
each  other  at  the  Eagle 
Connection  retreat  The 
retreat  teaches  the 
members  more  about 
Southern  Miss  and  gives 
them  time  to  practice  their 
tour  guide  abilities 


about  college  life,"  said  Caddis. 

To  become  an  Eagle  Connection  member, 
a  student  must  have  attended  Southern  Miss  for 
at  least  two  semesters,  apply  in  the  spring,  and 
go  through  an  interview  process.  Once  selected, 
the  members  attend  a  retreat  in  the  fall  where 
they  are  taught  the  admission  requirements, 
scholarship  information,  general  facts  about 
the  university,  and  how  to  give  walking  tours. 
By  the  time  the  members  go  into  action.  the\ 
are  well  versed  on  the  ins  and  outs  ol  Southern 
Miss. 

Walker  said.  "Eagle  Connection  offers  a 
great  first  experience  lor  prospective  students. 
It  really  sets  us  apart  from  other  universities 
that  don't  take  the  time  to  have  such  a  program, 
showing  how  Southern  Miss  is  a  top-notch 
university."  Story  by  Jaime  McKercher 


Blad      and 

is    the    bu 

the    members    of     Eagle 

Connection  •  . 

give     tours     to    hundreds 

•     i       pectivi 

md  parenl 
Connection  membei 
to  have  fun  with  their  job 
too 

All  Photos  Submitted  by 
Eagle  Connection 


Eagle  Connection 
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TRADITION 


While  we  are  a  diverse  group,  every  student 
at  the  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  knows 
the  importantance  of  the  word  tradition.  Each 
organization  on  campus  has  its  own  history 
and  set  of  traditions.  The  Legacy,  especially, 
is  widely  known  for  taking  great  pride  in 
handing  down  its  traditions  from  generation  to 
generation. 

Meant  to  involve  both  undergraduate  and 
graduate  students  alike  in  events  on  campus.  The 
Legacy  is  a  chapter  of  the  Alumni  Association, 
and  works  to  help  make  unforgettable 
experiences  for  each  member.  It  was  founded  to 
keep  the  pride  of  tradition  alive  in  the  student 
body  through  various  events.  One  such  event. 
The  Legacy  Lecture  Series,  invited  four  speakers 
associated  with  the  campus  to  come  talk  to  the 
members  through  the  fall  semester.  This  year, 
the  speakers  included  Dr.  Aubrey  K.  Lucas. 
John  Cox,  Dr.  Joe  Paul  and  Dr.  Andrew  Weist. 

"Our  main  goal  is  to  make  active  students, 
who  will  then  hopefully  become  active  alumni," 
said  Ashley  Cangelosi. 

Other  activities  are  held  throughout  the 
semesters  to  help  involve  students  as  much  as 
possible.  From  making  homecoming  floats,  to 
taking  the  lead  in  painting  the  Eaglewalk,  and 
even  tailgating.  The  Legacy  members  do  not 
hold  back  when  it  comes  to  having  Golden 
Eagle  pride.  The  most  popular  and  well-known 
event  that  the  Legacy  has  started  is  the  t-shirt 
exchange,  where  the  students  bring  in  t-shirts 
that  support  another  university  or  college,  and 
in  exchange  are  given  a  Southern  Miss  shirt.  To 
end  everything  off,  Legacy  members  gather  the 
T-shirts  from  the  other  universities  and  colleges 
and  burn  them. 

"I  have  seen  too  many  people  wear  shirts 


that  are  from  Ole  Miss  or  Mississippi  State 
around  campus,"  explains  Ashley,  "They  chose 
to  come  here,  not  there.  This  is  to  help  increase 
the  pride  that  the  students  have  in  Southern 
Miss." 

The  Legacy  has  also  worked  with  the 
Student  Government  Association.  Together, 
they  sponsored  Legislation  Day,  which  allowed 
Southern  Miss  students  to  visit  the  state  capital 
in  Jackson.  During  that  day.  students  spoke 
with  state  senators  to  help  educate  them  on 
college  life  at  Southern  Miss  and  lobby  for 
more  college  funding.  On  another  occasion,  the 
two  organizations  threw  a  viewing  party  of  the 
Southern  Miss  versus  Memphis  game  on  a  wide 
screen  in  The  District,  and  provided  blankets 
and  refreshments  to  everyone  that  showed  up. 

For  funding,  the  Legacy  depends  mostly  on 
a  twenty  dollar  annual  fee  that  it  collects  from 
all  its  members.  In  return,  those  who  pay  for 
membership  get  a  discount  card  for  restaurants 
and  businesses  in  Hattiesburg,  a  free  shirt  and 
various  coupons.  This  is  meant  to  help  students 
take  pride  in  their  university.  Donations  are  also 
made  from  alumni  interested  in  helping  The 
Legacy. 

Pride  and  tradition  run  deep  in  both  the 
Alumni  Association  and  The  Legacy,  where  they 
fulfill  their  main  goal:  a  legacy  in  the  future  of 
Southern  Miss.  Story  by  Hannah  Mclnnis 


The  Legacy  takes  pride 
in  sponsoring  a  growing 
tradition  at  Southern  Miss 
Painting  of  the  Eaglewalk 
This  event  is  one  of  the 
messiest  and  perhaps  most 
memorable  of  the  annual 
Golden  Eagle  Welcome 
Weekend 

Photo  Submitted  by  The 
Legacy 


Me  legacy 


John  Cox.  the 
voice  of  the  Golden 
Eagles  came  to  present  a 
Southern  Miss  history 
to  the  new  students  He 
spol  e  at  the  Legacy 
Series  which  is  organized 
and  hosted  by  The  Legacy 
Photo  by  Franklin  Williams 
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Ashley  Cangelosi  president 

of  the  Legacy  and  a  |unior 

speech  communication 

ma|or   introduces  the  quest 

speal  er     for     the     Legac  / 

Series   The  Legacy  Series  is 

hosted  every  fall  semi 

to     teach     Southern     Miss 

traditions  to  new  Golden 

Eagles 

Photo  by  Franklin  Williams 


The  Legacy  Board 
organizes  the  Legacy 
Series  and  other 

Legacy     events  Front 

Row  Daphne  Patton 
Tiffany  Si  rmetti  I  risten 
Langiamilla 

Row  Ronnie  Pascal  Lisa 
f  night  Brandi  Strahan 
Patnd  Lowrey  Third  Row 
Brittany  Hall  Telia  Brewei 
Kelly  Hembree  Lhns 
Lewis  Laurie  Johnston 
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The  Student  Government  Association 
(SGA)  seems  to  be  everywhere.  Whether  it 
is  to  encourage  the  students  to  vote  or  a  new 
legislation  that  has  been  written  and  affects  the 
daily  life  on  campus,  these  students  are  fairly 
hard  to  ignore.  Led  by  Gene  Gouaux,  Gray 
Weinacker,  and  David  Meigs  at  the  head  of  each 
branch  of  the  government,  the  SGA  takes  an 
active  part  in  campus  life. 

The  Cabinet,  the  most  well-known  branch, 
organizes  a  series  of  events  each  year.  Not  only 
do  they  work  with  the  alumni,  they  also  plan 
Homecoming,  Eaglepalooza,  Miss  University 
of  Southern  Miss,  and  even  participate  in  a 
"Stay  in  School"  Day  at  Thames  Elementary. 
Things  don't  stop  there  for  Gene  Gouaux  and 
his  crew.  They  have  the  huge  job  of  taking  care 
of  student  organization  funding,  and  actively 
take  part  in  the  Student  Empowerment  fund, 
which  helps  individual  students  plan  events  like 
Rachel's  Challenge,  which  took  place  in  the  fall 
semester. 

"We  basically  are  about  the  life  of  the 
everyday  student."  said  Gouaux.  After 
the  elections  in  February  for  the  executive 
positions,  the  president  selects  his  cabinet 
personally.    Gouaux  created  his  cabinet  using 


student  government  association 


divisions  developed  by  SGA  presidents  before 
him:  Student  Programming,  Student  Initiatives, 
Campus  Development.  Communications,  and 
Freshman  Associates.  "There  are  literally 
hundreds  of  ways  to  become  involved,"  said 
Gouaux. 

Led  by  David  Meigs,  the  Judicial  Board 
is  best  known  among  students  for  handling 
ticket  appeals.  They  put  fliers  everywhere  and 
advertise  in  the  newspaper  to  inform  students 
that  ticket  appeals  can  be  as  easy  as  attending 
class.  "We  are  encouraging  people  to  know  that 
tickets  can  be  appealed.  It  saves  them  money," 
said  Meigs.  The  appeals  are  held  at  three  o'clock 
every  Wednesday  in  the  Union.  Though  nearly 
twenty  appeals  are  handled  each  week,  only 
about  seven  or  eight  people  show  up  to  actually 
argue  their  case.  Without  arguments,  the  case 
is  judged  "as  is"  and  the  student  that  appealed 
hears  of  the  decision  later. 

The  Judicial  Board  also  handles  small 
cases  between  students.  However,  due  to  the 
overwhelming  amount  of  parking  cases,  the 
Board  has  taken  it  upon  themselves  to  fight  for  a 
parking  garage.  "We  want  to  make  things  more 
convenient,"  said  Meigs. 

The  Senate  can  definitely  say  that  they  have 


a  lot  on  their  plate.  While  the  branch  does  not 
handle  things  like  Homecoming  and  tailgating, 
they  do  busy  themselves  with  writing  legislation 
that  pertains  to  issues  that  are  developing  around 
campus.  A  member  of  the  Senate  can  bring  up 
issues  that  concern  their  area  of  representation 
and  debate  it,  then  it  is  either  passed  or  failed. 
The  new  smoking  zones  on  campus  represents 
one  of  the  resolutions  the  Senate  worked  together 
to  pass. 

"The  issues  that  can  come  up  in  the  senate 
are  pretty  limitless,"  said  Presiding  Officer  and 
SGA  Vice  President.  Gray  Weinaker.  The  Senate 
is  also  credited  with  setting  down  the  rules  and 
qualifications  for  the  Student  Empowerment 
fund,  which  ended  up  being  a  five-page  bill,  and 
took  four  drafts  to  finish.  But  legislation  is  not 
the  only  thing  the  Senate  handles;  they  also  take 
on  such  events  as  the  ceremony  honoring  the 
achievements  of  Dr.  Shelby  Thames. 

Through    the    teamwork    of  each    of  the 
branches  and  the  people  who  lead  them,  the 
SGA  truly  represents  the  concerns  and  acts  as  an 
extension  of  the  student  body. 
Story  by  Hannah  Mclnnis 
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Left:  The  Cabinet  acts  as 
the  Executive  branch  of 
the  Student  Government 
Association,  organizing 
most  of  the  events  hosted 
by  the  SGA 
Photo  by  Chris  Payne 


■  note   led  by 
Vice       President 
Weinalter  writeslegi:  atioi 
to  resolve  issues  on  campus 
Issues  and   legislation  can 
be     introduced     by     any 
member  of  the  Ser  i 
be  discussed 
Photo  by 
Christopher  Boshck 


The  Judicial  Board  led  by 
Attorney  'general  David 
Meigs  holds  hearings  for 
students  about  disputes 
•he,  have  on  campus 
The  most  common  issue  is 
the  appealing  of  part  mg 
ticl  ets  received  on 
campus 
Photo  by 
Jaime  McKercher 


The  Freshmen   Associates 
advised         by         Oman 
Pittman  assist  the  Student 
Government     Association 
with  their  many  ta 
learn  many  leadership  and 
networf  mg  si  ills  and  learn 
many     things     along     the 
way  about  their  unive 
mal  mg        them        better 
student- 
Photo  by 
Jaime  McKercher 


Student  Government  Association 
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The  College  Panhellinic 
Council  governs  sorority 
life  Their  biggest  project 
is  organizing  and  running 
Recruitment  every  fall 
Pictured  from  left  to  right 
Leah  Schultz  Haley  Lewis 
Jennifer  Beasley  Erin 
Rust,  Wren  Ward  Tara 
Gremillion  Kady  Collier 
Chnssy  Blad  Broof  e 
Crumpton. 
Photo  by  Elliot  Freeman 


Greel  Seekers  are  made 
up  of  members  from  every 
fraternity  and  sorority  on 
campus  Their  mam  goal  is 
to  attend  various  programs 
and  inform  students  about 
all  of  the  great  things 
Oreek  Life  has  to  offer 
Photo  Submitted  by  Photo 
Services 


The  Order  of  Omega  is 
comprised  of  members 
from  every  Greek 
organization  on  campus 
It  is  an  honor  society  for 
those  who  are  Greek 
and  promotes  academics. 
Photo  Submitted  by 
Order  of  < 
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Photo  by  Elliot  Pre 


Southern  Miss  is  a  university  that  thrives 
on  student  involvement,  and  Greek  Life  is  no 
exception.  Over  ten  percent  of  the  students  on 
campus  are  Greek,  which  roughly  translates  to 
1,500  students  who  come  together  in  twenty- 
eight  organizations.  Each  fraternity  and  sorority 
is  governed  by  a  larger  organization.  The 
Interfraternity  Council  oversees  the  actions  and 
events  hosted  by  the  fifteen  fraternities. 

The  Interfraternity  Council,  or  IFC,  is  the 
governing  body  and  the  official  representation  of 
the  fraternity  system.  It  is  composed  of  at  least 
one  delegate  from  every  fraternity  present  on 
Southern  Miss's  campus  as  well  as  an  Executive 
ouncil  that  oversees  the  actions  taken  by  the 


council.  The  IFC  helps  chapters  on  campus 
follow  regulations  established  by  the  Southern 
Miss  administration  and  the  rules  set  by  their 
respective  national  fraternities.  The  IFC  also 
imposes  certain  regulations  upon  the  fraternities 
regarding  issues  such  as  recruitment  and  risk 
management. 

The  objective  of  the  council  is  to  improve 
the  conditions  of  the  fraternity  system  here  at 
Southern  Miss,  but  more  importantly  to  improve 
the  student  members  of  each  fraternity  by 
helping  them  to  promote  and  portray  the  values 
that  each  of  their  chapters  were  founded  on. 

"Through  my  experience  as  a  delegate 
and  now  an  executive  officer,  I  have  not  onl\ 

Eddie  Alexander  of 
f  appa  Sigma  Jim  Wood 
of  Sigma  Chi  and  Bradley 
Charlsworth  of  Pi  f  ip| 
Phi  spend  time  getting 
to  know  each  other  at 
the  IFC  Cool  out  The 
Interfraternity  Council 

promotes   good    relations 
between  members  of  all 
fraternities  on  campus 
Photo  by  Amoro  Beech 


learned  valuable  leadership  skills,  but  also  a 
great  deal  of  respect  for  the  successes  of  Greek 
Life  in  regard  to  the  values  the)  promote."  said 
Bradley  Charlesworth,  a  junior  public  relations 
major  and  the  IFC  Vice  President  of  Scholarship 
and  New  Member  Education. 

The  IFC  hosts  many  events  on  campus, 
one  of  the  main  ones  being  Formal  Recruitment 
in  the  fall.  Incoming  freshmen  males  sign  up 
for  this  week  of  recruitment  if  they  wish  to  go 
Greek.  Throughout  the  week  they  tour  all  oi 
the  fraternity  houses  on  campus,  which  gives 
each  fraternity  a  lair  chance  to  show  potential 
members  what  their  fraternity  stands  for.  At  the 
end  of  the  week  they  receive  bids  from  an\  given 
fraternity  and  get  to  choose  which  organization 
they  wish  to  join. 

The  IFC  also  hosts  man)  educational  e\  ents, 
such  as  alcohol  awareness  speakers  like  Dr.  Fori 
Ebert.  They  promote  various  philanthropic 
events,  helping  to  advertise  events  held  b\  the 
various  fraternities. 

Charlesworth  said.  '"IFC  truly  aids  each  and 
every  member  in  becoming  a  student,  a  brother, 
and  a  gentleman."  Story  by  Jaime  McKercher 
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Far  Right  Chris  Moody 
guitar  player  for  Hillcrest 
rod  s  out  at  Friday  Night 
at  the  Fountain,  an  event 
co-hosted  by  University 
Activities  Council 

along    with    many    other 
organizations    Photo  by 
Santee  Ezell 

Right  This  little  girl  has  her 
face  painted  at  the  annua 
Halloween  Carnival  hosted 
by  the  University  Activ 
Council  Children  of  al 
ages  are  always  welcome 
to  come  partake  in  the  fun 
Photo  by  Alicia  Coker 
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FUN-FILLED 

TRADITION 

university  activities  council 


Mitch  Johnston  Adam 
SI  aggs  and  Bradley 
Myers  perform  at  the 
Powerhouse  as  port  of 
the  University  Activities 
Council's  Po  /verhouse 

Music   Series      This  music 
series  is  only  one  of  many 
events  hosted  by  the  UAC 
throughout  the  /ear 
Photo  by 
Rachel  Underwood 


The  University  Activities  Council  is  a 
tradition  that  has  been  a  part  of  Southern  Miss 
for  over  forty  years,  and  during  that  time  has 
been  the  driving  force  behind  the  majority  of  the 
student-hosted  events  on  campus. 

The  University  Activities  Council,  or  UAC. 
hosts  many  events  such  as  the  annual  Halloween 
Carnival,  guest  comedians,  movie  nights.  Eagles 
After  Hours,  and  their  largest  event  every  April, 
Crawfish  test.  They  also  co-host  events  with 
other  organizations  on  campus,  such  as  Friday 
Night  at  the  Fountain  with  the  Student  Activities 
Office,  the  Student  Government  Association, 
The  Southerner,  and  many  other  organizations. 
Dining  Services  caters  their  major  events, 
especially  the  annual  Crawfish  fest.  These  are 
all  meant  to  be  stress  relievers  for  the  average 
student,  as  well  as  providing  a  fun-filled 
environment  for  students  to  enjoy  themselves. 
Each  and  every  event  that  is  hosted  by  UAC 
is  absolutely  free,  another  special  bonus  for 
students. 

"[Eagles  After  Hours]  is  where  the  Hub  is 
open  from  ten  at  night  to  two  in  the  morning, 
and  Seymour's  offers  reduced  breakfast 
prices.  Entertainment  booths  and  comedians 
are  provided,"  said  the  advertising  chair  Sara 
Tweedy. 

UAC  events  are  open  to  every  student  on 


campus,  but  there  are  certain  perks  for  becoming 
a  member.  The  meetings,  for  one,  can  only  be 
attended  by  members,  and  at  times  they  get 
together  to  go  to  the  movies,  eat  dinner,  and  go 
to  play  laser  tag.  Becoming  a  member  is  easy 
enough.  There  are  two  membership  drives,  one 
in  the  fall  and  one  in  the  spring.  Students  can 
simply  fill  out  an  application  and  go  through  an 
interview  process  with  the  UAC  advisor.  Trey 
Skaggs,  and  current  committee  chairs.  "This  is 
a  great  chance  to  make  friends  for  life,"  said 
Tweedy. 

UAC  is  a  student-run  organization  that 
heavily  depends  on  membership  cooperation 
to  be  successful.  There  are  six  committees  that 
members  can  join  within,  each  one  headed  by  an 
officer.  The  president,  currently  Mark  Carter, 
also  resides  over  the  six  officers. 

The  Advertising  Committee  promotes  all  of 
the  activities  hosted  on  campus  through  means 
such  as  newspaper  ads  in  The  Student  Printz  and 
posting  flyers  around  campus.  This  committee 
is  chaired  by  Sara  Tweedy.  The  Special  Projects 
committee  promotes  unity  among  members  by 
leading  morale-boosting  activities  and  is  headed 
by  Sean  Peters.  The  Major  Entertainment 
committee  is  led  by  Brian  Harris,  and  they  are 
responsible  for  bringing  in  big  name  bands  for 
events  such  as  Friday  Nieht  at  the  Fountain 


and  this  year's  Battle  of  the  Bands.  Jonathon 
Pegues  heads  up  the  Union  Committee,  which 
is  in  charge  of  all  events  occurring  within  the 
Union  such  as  Eagles  After  Hours  and  the  stress 
relief  programs  during  exam  week.  The  Variety 
Committee  chair  is  Kiet  Le.  and  they  specialize 
in  small  scale  entertainment  like  comedians 
and  hypnotists.  The  Powerhouse  Committee 
was  just  created  this  year  and  is  led  by  Linda 
Nyguen.  It  is  their  job  to  coordinate  events  such 
as  concerts  with  the  Powerhouse  restaurant  here 
on  campus. 

The   University  Activities  Council   has  a 
little  something  for  every  student  at  Southern 
Miss  to  enjoy:  it  is  up  to  us  to  take  advantage  of 
the  opportunities  the)  afford. 
Story  by  Hannah  Mclnnis  &  Jaime  McKercher 


Photo  by  Joime  McKercher 
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IN  AND  OUT 

of  the  CLASSROOM 

men  ol  excellence 


The  Men  of  Excellence,  MOX.  was  founded 
on  the  Southern  Miss  campus  in  1991,  and  is 
known  as  a  group  of  concerned  male  Southern 
Miss  students  who  try  to  positively  affect  each 
other  and  their  community.  With  the  Men 
of  Excellence  program  being  offered  on  the 
Southern  Miss  campus,  men  across  the  campus 
will  he  encouraged  and  inspired  in  exciting 
programs. 

Frank  Gandy.  the  President  of  the  Men  of 
Excellence,  said  "I  encourage  the  members  o 
the  Men  of  Excellence  to  uphold  excellence 
inside  and  outside  of  the  classroom."  The  Men 
of  Excellence  is  an  organization  on  campus  that 
promotes  positive  progress  in  student's  academic 
and  social  lives.  The  Men  of  Excellence  also 
involve  themselves  in  numerous  activities  and 
programs.  Some  of  these  activities  include  the 


These  young  men  sit 
and  listen  intently  to 
their  guest  speaker  The 
Men  of  Excellence  worts 
constantly  to  better  the 
character  and  abilities  o( 
its  members  Photo  by 
Jaime  McKercher 


annual  "From  the  Hub  to  the  Club."  the  MOX 
Date  Auction.  Dress  for  Success,  and  time 
management  programs. 

'"Do  not  just  use  the  name  'Man  of 
Excellence'  plainly,"  says  Gandy,  "but  act  and 
hold  yourself  like  a  'Man  of  Excellence."  Like 
Booker  T.  Washington  said,  'Excellence  is 
to  do  a  common  thing  in  an  uncommon  way.' 
We  try  to  relate  this  saying  with  our  actions. 
Our  chief  goal  is  not  only  to  succeed  in  all  of 
our  endeavors,  but  also  to  excel  in  those  same 
endeavors."  With  such  principles  leading  this 
group  of  young  men  through  various  activities 
and  programs,  these  men  will  be  truly  excellent 
in  all  of  the  endeavors  that  they  will  eventually 
undergo  in  their  lives. 
Story  by  Kenneth  Legg 


Mary  Beth  Walker  came 
to  speak  to  the  Men  of 
Excellence  to  teach  them 
more  about  running  a 
successful  program.  The 
Men  of  Excellence  hosts 
many  programs  to  better 
the  community  Photo  by 
Jaime  McKercher 
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Men  of  Excellence,  First  Row-  Chad  Leufroy  Demarcus  Adams  LaCharles  Green  Larry  Miller  EJ  James  Frank  Gandy  Second  Row  Omari  Pittman  Tod  cey  Smith  John  Clemmons  Jasmeial  Jad  son  Darrell 
Antonio  Davis,  Jarvis  Chambers  Kevin  Wheeler  Laz  Taylor  Vonce  Pernmen  Adam  Jones  Germame  Thomas  and  Cordell  f  inn  Photo  by  Molly  Buchanan 


Pictured  are  the  "Men  in  Training '  of  Men  of  Excellence.  First  Row:  Llewelyn  Gray  Ordavion  Charleston  Brian  Harris  Aaron  Bridges  Leroy  Stamps  Malcolm  Lai  i  u  >i  m     ■    .  rell  Sfo'  es  Second  Row  Renaza  Heidelberg 
Daniel  Faulkner  Carlton  McLaurin,  Ken  Busby,  Antoine  Powell,  Boris  Rhodes  Osa  Ogiamien  Roger  Walker,  Brandon  Siegler  Tremayne  Nelson  Casper  Grant  Cody  Tullos  JR  Robinson  Donald  Meyers 
Hollins,  Larry  McCooks  Photo  by  Molly  Buchanan 
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Photo  by  Rachel  Underwood 
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Few  people  know  that  the  National 
Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Colored 
People,  or  the  NAACP,  was  originally  founded 
in  1909  to  bring  solutions  to  race  problems 
in  America  quickly.  Since  then,  the  NAACP 
has  been  associated  with  Black  History  Month 
and  peaceful  ways  of  encouraging  African 
Americans  to  indulge  in  their  culture.  For  a  long 
time,  the  activists  had  to  do  their  work  in  secret, 
especially  after  the  state  of  Mississippi  banned 
the  organization.  But  now,  nearly  a  century  after 
it  was  founded.  Southern  Miss's  chapter  of  the 
NAACP  continues  the  tradition  of  bringing  black 
awareness  not  only  to  its  members  but  to  anyone 
who  wishes  to  come  into  contact  with  it. 


Founded  in  1936,  the  goal  of  Southern 
Miss's  chapter  of  the  NAACP  is  to  improve 
the  political,  social  and  economic  status  of  the 
people  represented  by  the  group,  all  the  while 
keeping  the  students  on  campus  aware  of  the 
extreme  side  effects  of  discrimination  due  to 
race.  Tabitha  Williams,  the  president  of  the 
NAACP  said.  "Our  main  theme  is  "Don't  talk 
about  it. ..be  about  it!"  We  want  to  focus  on 
action  over  words." 

Determined  to  make  a  change  for  a  better 
future,  they  host  a  series  of  events  not  only  to 
recruit  members,  but  to  raise  the  awareness  of 
the  richness  of  the  past,  the  present,  and  what 
lies  ahead. 


The  members  of  the 
NAACP  strike  the 
Heismann  pose  showing 
how  they  know  how  to 
have  fun  in  their  pursuit  of 
a  better  world  Photo  by 
Rachel  Underwood 


The  members  of  the  NAACP  value 
community  service.  They  participate  in  hands- 
on  activities  such  as  Habitat  for  Humanity,  and 
volunteer  to  help  other  organizations  that  need 
assistance  in  their  own  events.  The  Press  and 
Publicity  Committee  helps  to  notify  others  about 
the  good  works  that  they  can  either  take  part 
in  or  donate  towards.  While  their  Fundraising 
Committee  handles  the  cash  flow,  donations  are 
always  welcome,  as  the  member  dues  do  not 
cover  everything  that  the  organization  needs. 
The  pride  that  each  member  holds,  however,  has 
no  price  tag.  Story  by  Hannah  Mclnnis 
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CHRISTIAN  BURSE'S  FELLOWSHIP 


'  Christian 
Fellowship   is  a  g1 
tudei  its  from  the  Sc  itl 
Miss    School    of    Nu 
that    come    toge!1 1 
faith  and  study   The 
provides      Bible       study 
prayer       and      promotes 
community 
emphasizing 

in  health  care  Photo 
Submitted  by  Christian 
Nurse's  Fellowship 


COLLEGE  DEMOCRATS 


College  Democrats  focus 
on  stimulating  an  acitve 
interest  in  government 
affairs  for  students  in  on 
effort  to  increase  the 
efficiency  of  popular 
government  specifically 
on  the  ideals  of  the 
Democratic  party 
Photo  by  Molly  Buchanan 


ROOTS  ADD  SHOOTS 


Roots  and  Shoots'  purpose 
is  to  foster  respect  and 
compassion  for  all  living 
things  to  promote  an 
understanding  of  cultures 
and  belief;  and  to  inspire 
each  individual  to  tale 
action  to  male  the  world 
a  better  place  for  the 
environment  animals  and 
the  human  community 
The\  host  many  events 
to  help  achieve  this  goal 
biggest  being 
their  five  kilometer  run 
b    efit     |  the  Democratic 

'  go 

Photo  by 
Jaime  McKercher 
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alro  american  student  organization 


Afro-American  Student"  Organization,  Front  Row  from  left  to  right    Kann  Smith  Preston  Hervey  Apryl  Jackson,  Alesia  Haynes  Courtney  Smith.   Back  Row  Ricky  Clark,  Edward  Worthy,  Cresean  Hughes  Tabitha  Williart 
Shana  Horton,  Breonna  Ponder,  Jonathan  Bennett    Photo  by  Jaime  McKercher 


The  Afro-American  Student  Organization  revolves  around  community  service  that  benefits 

works    to   meet    needs    of   minority    students,  and  fulfills  the  needs  of  minorities  on  and  off 

"While      the      organization      helps      minority  campus.    The    organization    helped    with    this 

students,  it  stands  strong  on  the  belief  for  equal  year's  University  Activities  Council  Halloween 

opportunity."  said  Natalie  Lee,  the  Vice  President  Carnival  and  Youth  Day  on  campus, 
of  the  organization.  "We  do  not  discriminate  During  the  fall  semester,  their  biggest  event 

against    anybody;    everyone    is    welcome    to  was  a  comedy  show.  The  Afro- American  Student 

join."  The  organization  was  founded  in   1970  Organization  hosted  a  version  of  "Showtime  at 

and  continually  brings  support  to  students  of  the  Apollo."  During  the  spring,  the  major  events 

different  backgrounds  and  heritages.  included   a   Martin   Luther   King  Jr.   Program 

Southern    Miss    has    a    rich    and    diverse  and    Oseola    McCarty    Day.    Every    year,    the 

population.     The     university     boasts    a    total  organization  awards  the  Student  Achievement 

population  of  around  30%  of  minority  students.  Award  in  April  during  Scholars  Weekend,  in 

This  diversity  serves  as  a  source  of  pride  for  the  which  the  late  Oseola  McCarty  is  honored, 
institution.  The  university  holds  a  rich  history  Oseola     McCarty     lived     as     a     humble 

of  inclusion  and  acceptance.  The  growth  and  washerwoman.    She    became    Southern    Miss' 

involvement    of  minority    students    is    further  most    famous    benefactor    when    she    donated 

evidence  of  that  legacy.  $150,000    of    her    life's    savings    to    provide 

The  Afro-American  Student  Organization  scholarships  for  deserving  students  in  need  of 

has  a  gospel  choir,  a  dance  team,  a  drama  team,  financial  assistance  to  continue  their  education, 

and  a  community  service  team.  All  the  teams  She  earned  the  $150,000    (about  60  percent  of 

serve  the  university  and  the  community  when  her  life's  savings)  washing  and  ironing  other 

called    upon.    The    organization's    main    focus  people's  clothes   for  75   years  before   retiring 


in  December  of  1994.  She  died  a  year  late 
from  cancer.  The  Oseola  McCarty  Endowe 
Scholarship  Fund  has  already  provided  mone 
to  Southern  Miss  students.  "If  you  want  to  fee 
proud  of  yourself,  you've  got  to  do  things  yo 
can  be  proud  of.  Feelings  follow  actions,"  wrot 
McCarty. 

The  Afro-American  Student  Organizatio 
has  also  hosted  a  Black  Student  Achievemer 
Program  annually  since  1989.  The  student 
recognized  at  this  event  must  be  full-tim 
students  at  Southern  Miss  and  have  a  GPA  c 
3.0  or  higher.  Through  the  past  couple  of  yean 
the  number  of  students  recognized  has  increase 
greatly.  The  contributions  that  minority  student 
make  day-to-day  impact  and  benefit  leadershi 
and  academics  on  campus  and  in  the  community 
Cresean  Hughes,  President  of  the  Afro-America 
Student  Organization  said,  "Being  in  charge  c 
this  organization  has  challenged  my  leadershi 
skills  as  well  as  helped  me  realize  the  importanc 
of  everyone's  collaboration." 
Story  by  Jennifer  Vital 
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The  Afro-American 

Student  Organization 

hosts  many  events  such 
as  a  Rally  Against  AIDS 
the  Martin  Luther  I  ing 
Jr  Remembrance  Day 
"Night  at  the  Apollo"  and 
membership  drives 
Photos  Submitted  by  the 
Afro-American  Student 
Organization 
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Many  organizations  have  intelligent, 
dignified  members  who  are  elegant  and 
ambitious.  When  looking  for  an  organization 
where  the  members  exemplify  all  of  the  above 
characteristics  look  no  further  than  IDEAL 
Women. 

IDEAL's  goal  is  to  promote  and  uplift 
minority  women  on  campus.  Affiliated  with  the 
National  Association  of  Colored  Women  Club 
(NACWC).  IDEAL  was  formed  at  Southern 
Miss  on  February  23,  2003.  The  four  visionaries 
were  Latrice  Thomas,  Aisha  Bishop,  LaTisha 
Brown,  and  Chanel  Cain. 

With  the  colors  of  lilac  and  white,  the  four 
visionaries  and  17  founding  members  adopted 
the  NACWC  crest  which  bears  the  words 
'"lifting  as  we  climb."  and  they  strived  to  do  just 
that.  IDEAL  members  have  not  just  proven  to 
be  "ideal"  on  campus,  but  in  the  surrounding 
community  as  well.  Members  are  required  to 


women 


complete  community  service  hours  each  week. 
These  community  service  projects  have  not  only 
proven  to  be  beneficial  to  the  community,  but  to 
the  members  as  well. 

"I  feel  IDEAL  Women  has  fulfilled  its 
purpose.  It's  more  than  an  organization:  it's 
a  lifestyle,"  Kristal  Pollard,  a  junior  English 
Education  major  from  Heidelberg,  Mississippi 
said. 

"I  have  really  come  to  love  doing  community 
service  because  of  IDEAL."  Pollard  continued. 
"We  try  to  lift  one  another  as  we  climb  and  try 
to  be  role  models." 

Community  service  is  not  the  only  thing 
that  makes  up  the  daily  lives  of  the  IDEAL 
Women.  Every  spring  they  host  a  complete 
week  of  programs  in  the  areas  of  health  and 
entertainment,  as  well  as  programs  designed 
to  up-lift  the  individual.  The  organization  also 
takes  part  in  annual  events  such  as  Relay  for 


Life. 


"IDEAL  has  helped  me  meet  a  lot  of  people 
provided  me  with  leadership  opportunities 
and  allowed  me  a  chance  to  be  active,"  Kierr; 
Outlaw,  senior  and  current  IDEAL  presiden 
said.  "I  would  like  to  see  IDEAL  expand  t( 
other  campuses  and  grow  into  an  even  large 
organization." 

IDEAL  is  an  organization  that  is  opei 
to  women  of  all  walks  of  life  and  from  ami 
major.  There  is  a  full  application  process  ana 
no  set  number  of  inductees  accepted  each  yean 
The  executive  committee  is  made  up  of  Kierm 
Outlaw,  President;  Courtney  Fields, 
Vice-President;  Alicia  Roby,  Treasurer;  am 
Veronica  Davis,  Secretary.  Despite  there  beinj 
over  250  organizations  on  campus,  the  ladies  o 
IDEAL  Women  have  no  problem  standing  out. 
Story  by  Tonya  Jenkins 
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EDUCATING 

THROUGH 

EXPERIENCE 


Photo  by  Matt  Binion 


elite 


Southern  Miss  is  defined  by  the  aetions  of 
its  students.  Many  students  chose  to  become 
involved  in  campus  life  through  participation 
in  student  organizations.  Led  by  hardworking 
and  positive  young  members  of  the  Southern 
Miss  community,  these  student  groups  liven  and 
enrich  the  Southern  Miss  experience. 

One  young  and  particularly  promising 
campus  organization  is  the  ELITE,  which  stands 
for  "Empowering,  Leading,  Inspiring,  Teaching, 
and  Educating."  Members  of  the  ELITE  break 
down  the  acronym  even  more,  to  their  mantra 
'Empowered  by  those  who  came  before  us. 
leading  to  inspire  those  who  follow,  teaching 
3y  example,  and  educating  through  experience." 
Richard  Johnson,  the  Graduate  Assistant  for 
Vlinority  Affairs  for  Southern  Miss,  said,  "The 
iLlTE  is  an  organization  that,  more  than  others, 
ries  to  live  up  to  the  principles  of  its  acronym." 

Since  its  inception  in  200?.  the  mission  of  the 
organization  has been"tocreate  programming  that 
vill  enhance  the  overall  success  and  proficiency 


of  the  campus  community  and  students  as  they 
progress  into  the  real  world."  Indeed,  success 
and  proficiency  are  qualities  important  to  the 
ELITE,  and  it  is  well  represented  by  members 
such  as  the  organization's  president,  LaShonya 
Robinson.  Robinson  is  both  a  Luckyday  Scholar 
and  a  member  of  the  McNair  Scholars  program. 
The  ELITE'S  purpose  is  "the  enhancement 
of  opportunities  for  first-year  and  transferring 
minority  students."  Southern  Miss  boasts  the 
largest  minority  population  o\  the  three  largest 
universities  in  the  state,  against  the  University 
of  Mississippi  and  Mississippi  State  University. 
The  creation  of  organ  i  /at  ions  to  support 
incoming  minority  students  has  greatly  impacted 
the  spectrum  here  on  campus.  For  instance,  the 
ELITE's  own  advisor,  Vrita  Delaine,  serves  as 
the  Assistant  to  the  Vice  President  of  Student 
Affairs.  Among  her  many  accomplishments. 
Delaine  won  the  Institute  of  Higher  Learning's 
Outstanding  Educator  Award  in  ll)°4  for  her 
help  in  promoting  diversity.  Delaine's  guidance 


has  led  to  an  organization  full  of  young  leaders 
on  campus.  With  around  30  members,  the 
ELITE  supports  young  minority  students  that 
hold  positions  in  a  variety  of  organizations, 
such  as  Southern  Style.  Student  Government 
Association,  and  Residence  Life. 

Though  active,  all  o\  the  members  of 
the  ELITE  lead  with  some  basic  principles, 
included  as  part  of  their  mission  statement: 
"With  education  at  our  discretion,  knowledge 
resides  at  the  tips  ol  our  lingers.  The  future  in 
our  possession,  making  certain  that  our  legac\ 
lingers.  With  humbled  hearts,  we  accept  this 
challenge.  To  be  pioneers  on  a  journey  leading 
with  grace  and  establishing  balance.  To  salvage 
this  opportunity  and  restore  its  gold!  To  make 
this  a  place  of  excellence,  where  there  will  be  no 
great  eagles  whose  storj  goes  untold." 
Story  by  Jeffrey  Guilliot 
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Though  the  traditional  view  of  volunteerism 
includes  non-students,  groups  such  as  Volunteers 
Impacting  Society  through  Individual  Outreach 
Now,  or  VISION,  provide  a  spectrum  of 
volunteer  opportunities  for  the  community- 
concerned  Southern  Miss  student. 

VISION  is  a  student  organization  that 
dedicates  itself  to  the  promotion,  facilitation  and 
celebration  of  community  service  that  enhances 
society  and  empowers  growth  in  individuals. 
The  organization  connects  students  to  the 
surrounding  community  through  community 
service. 

"It's  really  growing  into  an  elite 
organization,"  said  Robert  Patty,  president  of 
VISION.  He  also  said  the  organization  now 
boasts  over  a  hundred  members  and  started  in 
the  early  I990's. 

Patty  also  said  that  the  organization  sponsors 
a  wide  variety  of  facilities  such  as  the  Oseola 
McCarty  Youth  Development  Center.  The 
center  is  an  after  school  program  that  provides 
elementary  and  middle  school  students  with 
tutoring  and  character  development  activities. 

Students  in  VISION  continue  their 
excellence     in     community     service     through 


Photo  Submitted  by  VISION 

programs  such  as  the  Palmer's  Crossing 
After  School  Program,  which  is  sponsored 
by  the  Drug-Free,  Resources,  Educations  and 
Alternatives  in  Mississippi  of  Hattiesburg,  Inc. 
Palmer's  Crossing  provides  younger  students 
with  a  sale  place  to  receive  assistance  with 
homework,  computer  skills  and  engagement  in 
other  community  building  activities. 

Patty  also  said  that  the  organization 
hosted  the  Youth  Day  in  the  Park  last  semester 
and  planned  to  do  other  activities  to  help  the 
surrounding  community  such  as  participate  in 
the  Relay  for  Life  event  in  the  spring  semester. 

"This  past  fall  semester,  we  did  more  than 
we  could  have  dreamed  of,"  said  Patty.  "We 
exceeded  our  goal." 

Students  can  think  of  many  reasons  to  join 
this  organization,  but  Glinnin  Baines  expressed 
one  simple  explanation  for  her  participation  in 
VISION.  "I  feel  better  about  myself  when  I  help 
people,"  said  Baines,  a  junior  speech  pathology 
major.  She  also  said  that  she  liked  doing  things 
that  "put  a  smile  on  people's  faces." 

Others  like  Sophia  Benn.  a  junior  graphics 
communication  major,  said  she  joined  VISION 
because  "it  is  a  volunteer  service  on  campus 


Photo  Submitted  by  VISION 

and  a  way  to  promote  a  positive  image  at  the 
university."  She  also  said  she  has  always  enjoyed 
helping  other  people  since  that  is  a  foundation  ol 
her  upbringing. 

Others  like  Baines  have  enjoyed  their  work' 
at  VISION.  "It  was  good  seeing  other  students 
do  things  besides  partying  and  come  together  tc 
do  things  to  make  a  difference,"  said  Baines. 

Patty  thinks  there  are  a  few  final  reasons  tc 
join  VISION.  "We're  about  having  a  good  time 
and  helping  out,"  Patty  said.  He  also  said  that  in 
VISION,  people  "are  not  just  a  number." 
Story  by  Joseph  Ezell 


Oimmah      Daily      complete 
with  costume,  works  hard  at 
the  Halloween  Carnival. 
Photo  Submitted  by  VISION 
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graduate  student  association 


Sometimes  the  unsung  heroes  of  Southern 
Miss,  graduate  students  account  for  about  2,000 
people  of  the  15,000-person  student  body.  By 
going  the  extra  mile  in  their  studies,  these  chosen 
few  fulfill  many  different  roles  at  Southern  Miss 
through  assistantships.  Established  for  and  by 
this  small  population  of  students,  the  Graduate 
Student  Association,  or  GSA,  was  created  at 
Southern  Miss  to  foster  quality  learning  and 
research  opportunities  as  well  as  promoting 
effective  mentor  relationships  by  and  for 
graduates. 

The  life  of  a  graduate  student  differs  greatly 
from  an  undergraduate.  These  students  often 
win  assistantship  positions  to  supplement  their 
!  academic  endeavors. 

Matt  Binion,  the  graduate  assistant  for 
Leadership  and  Publications,  said,  "Graduate 
students  bridge  the  gap  between  undergraduates 
and  full-time  academics  who  cannot  physically 
be  everywhere.     Graduate  students  deal  with 


students  on  a  one-on-one  basis,  and  therefore 
learn  how  important  the  student  is." 

Though  teaching  assistants  (commonly 
known  as  "TAs"  among  undergraduates)  seem 
to  represent  the  bulk  of  assistantships,  graduate 
students  can  pour  their  sweat  and  tears  into  many 
other  endeavors.  For  instance,  those  studying 
science  fields  can  earn  research  assistantships, 
in  which  they  perform  lab  duties.  One  of 
the  most  prized  assistantships  of  the  science 
departments,  research  assistantships  often  pays 
for  their  tuition  along  with  a  small  income  for 
living  expenses.  Other  graduate  assistants  deal 
directly  with  undergraduate  students  outside  o\ 
the  classroom,  such  as  hall  directors,  scholarship 
development  personnel,  and  assistant  advisors 
for  student  organizations. 

Carla  Finklea,  the  graduate  assistant  for 
the  University  Activities  Council,  said,  "it's 
all  about  advancing  my  educational  goals,  and 
developing  myself  as  a  professional." 


All  Photos  Submitted  by  The  Graduate  Student  Association 

Graduate         classes         may  resemble 

undergraduate  classes  in  that  professors  tend 
to  lecture,  but  they  require  a  larger  amount  oi 
reading  and  writing.  Furthermore,  graduate 
students  enjoy  the  privilege  of  learning  from  the 
highest  quality  instructors,  sometimes  deans, 
and  most  often  tenured  professors. 

Though  a  smaller  group,  graduate  students 
experience  the  same  sense  o(  separation  from 
their  counterparts  in  other  departments  as 
undergraduate  students.  In  hopes  of  binding  them 
together  and  creating  a  community,  graduate 
students  came  together  and  formed  the  GSA  to 
discuss  issues  relating  to  their  daily,  academic, 
and  social  lives.  With  meetings  every  second 
Wednesday  of  the  month,  the  GSA  welcomes  all 
graduate  students.  Binion  said.  "Adapting  to  life 
as  a  graduate  student  has  been  tough,  but  groups 
like  the  GSA  have  made  me  feel  connected  to 
students  like  me." 
Sfory  by  Samantha  Nix 
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The  slogan,  "Preparing  minds  for  a  better 
tomorrow"  represents  the  focus  of  the  student 
organization  I  MAGE,  which  stands  for  Increasing 
Minority  Access  to  Graduate  Education.  The 
organization  is  run  under  the  College  of  Science 
and  Technology  and  is  composed  of  students  with 
African-American,  Native  Indian,  and  Hispanic 
heritages.  IMAGE  members  continually  receive 
information  concerning  job  opportunities, 
internships,  and  seminars.  Members  meet  often 
throughout  the  month,  where  they  have  guest 
speakers:  successful  people  that  may  become 
their  employers  in  the  near  future. 

IMAGE  students  take  advantage  of  the 
Learning  Center  sponsored  by  the  College  of 
Science  and  Technology.  The  Learning  Center 
provides  students  with  full-time  tutorial  aid. 
Graduate  students  and  scholars  give  up  their  time 
to  help  IMAGE  students  at  no  cost.  The  services 
include  not  only  tutoring  with  undergraduate 
classes,  but  help  with  the  Graduate  Record 
Exam,  or  GRE.  Also,  students  get  a  chance  to 
attend  the  annual   meeting  of  the  Mississippi 
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Academy  of  Science  among  other  seminars  and 
symposiums.  The  organization  also  provides 
university  orientation,  mentoring,  networking, 
and  a  chance  to  make  a  difference  through 
community  service. 

IMAGE  students  are  often  involved  in 
many  on  and  off  campus  organizations,  and 
they  cultivate  their  leadership  skills  through 
professional  workshops.  They  also  promote 
fellowship  on  campus  as  well  as  giving  back  to 
the  community.  Students  and  faculty  belonging 
to  IMAGE  participate  in  events  such  as  Habitat 
for  Humanity  and  Pick  Up  the  Pine  Belt,  which 
consists  of  cleaning  different  areas  in  the 
community.  Other  services  include  volunteering 
at  local  high  schools  as  well  as  giving  up  time  to 
spend  with  senior  citizens. 

Once  in  IMAGE,  members  are  advised 
by  faculty  to  follow  basic  procedures  to  try 
to  obtain  a  Mississippi  Alliance  for  Minority 
Participation  scholarship,  known  as  MAMP. 
MAMP  is  a  cooperative  program  among  the 
eight  institutions  in  Mississippi.  The  National 


Science  Foundation  and  the  Institution  of  Higher 
Learning  funds  the  scholarship  recipients  through 
the  IMAGE  organization.  The  organization 
awards  scholarships  and  other  academic  support 
for  qualified  minorities  who  want  to  major  in: 
math,  science,  engineering,  and  technology. 
One  of  the  organization's  main  focuses  deals 
with  preparing  students  for  graduate  school  and 
fill  the  national  employment  need  in  these  career 
areas. 

The  scholarship  requires  a  minimum  GPA '' 
of  3.0.  Most  IMAGE  scholars  average  between 
3.0  and  3.8,  which  shows  the  dedication  of  both 
students  and  faculty  members  involved  in  the 
organization.  "The  continuous  success  stories 
of  IMAGE  alumni  and  current  students,  directly 
reflect  the  quality  of  people  that  participate  in  the 
program  and  how  dedication  and  perseverance 
pay  off  in  a  major  way,"  said  coordinator  Andre 
Heath,  "members  gain  knowledge  and  apply 
their  different  skills  through  every  event  they 
attend."  Story  by  Jennifer  Vital 
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student  speech  and  hearing  association 


Each  organization  or  club  at  Southern  Miss  they  sell  t-shirts  at  an  affordable  price  to  faculty, 
has  a  goal  of  its  own.  Founded  by  Virginia  Berry,  students,  or  anyone  interested  in  helping  them 
the  Student  Speech  and  Hearing  Association  achieve  their  goal  of  serving  others.  However, 
aims  to  help  those  it  comes  into  contact  with,  due  to  their  interest  in  community  service,  they 
especially  the  elderly  and  the  young.  "We  give  achieve  most  of  their  projects  through  donations 
a  chance  to  get  a  better  feel  of  what  is  going  on  that  benefit  the  community, 
in  the  community  and  broaden  people's  view."  Their   service    projects    locus   on    nursing 

said  Skyla  Chatham.  homes  and  the  children  attending  the  DuBard 

A  non-profit  organization,  they  mainly  get  School.  Every  year,  the  Student  Speech  and 
their  funding  from  the  members'  yearly  dues,  HearingAssociationparticipatesintheUniversity 
but  they  also  accept  donations.  Additionally,      Activities     Association     Halloween     carnival. 

They  set  up  a  booth  for  children  to  receive  candy 
in  exchange  for  fun  games.  Student  Speech  and 
Hearing  Association  also  holds  canned  food 
drives  for  needy  families,  toy  drives  for  children 
during  the  Christmas  season,  and  toiletry  drives 

This  young  man  holds  up 
his  prize  after  a  successful 
day  at  the  DuBard  School 
Halloween  Carnival 

which  is  just  one  way  the 
SSHA  gives  bad    to  the 
community 
Phofo  by  Tracy  Thomas 


for  residents  of  nursing  homes. 

The  Speech  and  Hearing  Association 
depends  on  the  teamwork  and  friendship  fostered 
between  the  its  members  to  achieve  all  of  their 
goals.  Non-members  are  always  welcomed  to 
join  in  and  help,  since  each  event  or  drive  is  open 
to  the  public.  In  fact,  the  Joseph  A.  Cook  Library 
even  offered  to  take  away  student's  fines  with 
the  donation  of  cans  to  the  SHA's  cause,  a  very 
successful  marketing  tool  lor  the  Association. 

"I    really    admire    what    the    Speech    and 
Hearing  Association  does."  says  Southern  Miss 
freshman,  John  Rubisoff,  "Mainly  because  they 
i.\o  a  lot  of  good  work  for  the  kids." 
Story  by  Hannah  Mclnnis 


Photo  Submitted  by  Student  Speech  and  Hearing  Association 
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alpha  kappa  psi 


"Whenever  you  see  a  successful  business, 
someone  once  made  a  courageous  decision," 
wrote  American  educator  and  writer,  Peter  F. 
Drucker,  in  1909.  Though  written  almost  one 
hundred  years  ago,  that  quote  still  holds  true 
to  this  day.  Students  at  Southern  Miss  have  the 
opportunity  to  experience  hist  hand  the  power  of 
a  successful  business  and  the  dedication  behind 
the  people  that  drive  it  through  the  business 
fraternity.  Alpha  Kappa  Psi.  Though  run  under 
the    College    of    Business,    Alpha    Kappa    Psi 


welcomes  students  of  all  disciplines,  where  they 
receive  advice  directly  from  people  who  work  in 
successful  businesses. 

"Everyone  ends  up  in  some  kind  of  business," 
said  president  Marie  Wash,  "and  therefore 
should  understand  how  a  business  works  from 
every  point  of  view." 

Business  majors  usually  pursue  degrees 
in  commerce,  economics,  or  business 
administration.  The  organization  aids  these 
individuals  by  fostering  scientific  research  in 
the  fields  of  commerce,  accounts,  and  finance. 
The  speakers  and  advisers  also  help  the  students 
with  their  college  experience  and  prepare  them 
for  life  after  graduation. 

Alpha  Kappa  Psi  was  developed  in  2002  and 
enables  its  members  to  use  their  skills  as  future 
leaders  and  entrepreneurs.  The  organization 
hosts  at  least  one  large  event  per  year.  This  year 
Alpha  Kappa  Psi  sponsored  a  date  auction. 

Also,  every  year  members  travel  to  Atlanta, 
Georgia  for  a  seminar  that  not  only  gives  them  a 


deeper  understanding  of  business,  but  also  helps 
them  with  networking.  "The  networking  students 
acquire  through  this  organization  leads  us  onto 
the  right  track,"  said  Derek  Jones,  a  senior  with 
a  social  work  major,  "we  are  like  a  big  family 
that  tries  to  help  all  of  its  members." 

The  College  of  Business  focuses  on  nurturing 
an  appreciation  of  skills  and  requirements 
necessary  for  a  successful  career  in  upper  level 
management  or  business  entrepreneurship. 
Additionally,  Alpha  Kappa  Psi  attempts  to 
prepare  its  members  for  the  challenge  of 
competing  for  jobs  in  today's  business  world,  as 
well  as  teaching  business  ethics  to  members  of 
all  academic  disciplines.  Through  its  embrace  of 
all  students  interested  in  business.  Alpha  Kappa. 
Psi  not  only  serves  its  members,  but  stands  as 
a  symbol  of  the  ever  diversifying  nature  that; 
Southern  Miss  students  value. 
Story  by  Jennifer  Vital 

Photo  by  Jaime  McKercher 


186 


organizations 


y»w 


Photo 


luchanan 


TOOLS 


TRA 


FOR 
THE 

american  marketing  association 


"Authentic  marketing  is  not  the  art  of  selling 
what  you  make,  but  knowing  what  to  make. 
It  is  the  art  of  identifying  and  understanding 
customer  needs  and  creating  solutions  that 
deliver  satisfaction  to  the  costumer,  profits  to 
the  producers  and  benefits  for  the  stakeholders." 
said  Philip  Kotler. 

The  American  Marketing  Association 
at  Southern  Miss  fosters  scientific  study 
and  research  in  the  held  of  marketing.  The 
organization  is  open  to  marketing  and  business 
majors  and  runs  under  the  College  of  Business, 
which  is  one  of  five  degree-granting  colleges  at 
Southern  Miss. 

Members  of  the  American  Marketing 
Association  meet  twice  a  month.  The  first 
meeting  focuses  on  community  service  projects. 


fundraisers,  recruitment  and  voting.  Community 
service  provided  by  the  organization  includes 
gathering  cans  for  food  drives,  setting  up  a  booth 
for  the  Halloween  Carnival,  writing  cards  for 
children  affected  by  the  tsunami  in  Thailand,  and 
collecting  Toys  for  Tots  during  the  Christmas 
season. 

The  American  Marketing  Association 
provides  students  with  direct  contact  with 
business  professionals  in  Mississippi  during  their 
second  monthly  meeting.  A  guest  speaker  and 
refreshments  provide  students  with  the  chance 
to  learn  about  job  opportunities  and  suggestions 
for  their  decision  making. 

Speakers  also  talk  about  entrepreneurship. 
"The  networking  enables  students  to  get  a  loot 
in  the  job."  said  president  Savannah  Fryfogle. 


The  American  Marketing 
Association  participated 
in  the  Halloween  Carnival 
hosted  by  the  UAC 
The  group  encourages 
students  to  learn  more 
about  entrepreneurship 
and  gives  them  the  tools 
to  be  successful  Photo  by 
Alicia  Coker 


"Students  can  learn  about  many  different  types 
of  jobs,  what  they  consist  of,  and  how  to  acquire 
them."  Most  industry  jobs  fall  under  design 
and  production,  marketing  and  merchandising, 
and/or   media   and    promotions.  Meetings 

and  luncheons  enable  students  to  meet  with 
prospective  employers.  Manx  members  have 
actually  acquired  jobs  through  their  networking 
with  guest  speakers. 

Each  year  the  Department  of  Marketing 
and  the  Southern  Miss  Collegiate  Chapter  of 
the  American  Marketing  Association  sponsor 
a  marketing  symposium.  The  symposium 
acquaints  students  with  the  expectations  of 
marketing  employers  in  different  industries. 
Southern  Miss  marketing  alumni  return  to 
participate  in  discussion  where  they  talk  about 
key  success  criteria  in  marketing,  as  well  as  the 
challenges  and  opportunities  that  the  outside 
world  has  to  offer.  They  are  also  asked  to 
discuss  how  Southern  Miss  and  its  organizations 
helped  them  lor  their  careers.  Current  students 
are  able  to  see  first  hand  the  benefits  of  a  good 
education  and  good  networking,  as  well  as  take 
tips  for  landing  their  first  job  in  marketing. 
Story  by  Jennifer  Vital 
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TRAINING  ACCOUNTING 

PROFESSIONALS 


Beta  Alpha  Psi  is  a  prestigious  national 
fraternity  and  is  an  important  part  of  accreditation 
for  the  AACSB,  or  the  Association  to  Advance 
Collegiate  Schools  of  Business.  Beta  Alpha  Psi 
was  created  to  help  students  better  understand 
the  professional  requirements,  laws,  rules, 
regulations  governing  the  practice  of  accounting 
for  the  protection  of  future  employers  and 
clients. 

In  order  to  become  a  member  of  Beta  Alpha 
Psi,  a  student  must  have  a  3.0  GPA  in  their 
accounting  courses.  Also,  the  organization  is  open 
for  students  who  have  declared  a  concentration 
in  accounting  and  have  completed  at  least  four 
semesters  of  accounting  study.  There  is  a  pledge 
semester  in  which  prospective  members  must 
attend  events  that  include  professional  public 
speakers  from  the  accounting  field. 

Beta  Alpha  Psi  offers  accounting  majors 
an    opportunity    to    network    with    employers. 


equips  them  with  the  skills  required  of  them, 
and  prepares  them  for  an  accounting  career. 
Usually,  the  speaker  for  their  events  is  a  local 
banker  or  an  accountant  from  one  of  the  four 
major  Hattiesburg  accounting  firms. 

"It  has  definitely  helped  me  network  with 
professionals  in  Hattiesburg,  Jackson,  and 
other  major  cities  in  Mississippi,"  said  Cheri 
Mathis.  Mathis  is  currently  a  graduate  student  at 
Southern  Miss  from  Bay  Springs,  Mississippi. 
She  has  her  bachelor's  degree  in  business 
administration  and  is  working  on  her  master's  in 
public  accountancy. 

In  addition.  Beta  Alpha  Psi  undertakes 
important  service  projects  in  the  Hattiesburg 
area.  The  organization  works  with  Habitat  for 
Humanity  to  build  homes  and  participates  in 
Operation  Christmas  Child  to  give  back  to  the 
community.  Around  the  Easter  holiday,  the 
group  sends  Easter  baskets  to  patients  in  the 


beta  alpha  psi 

hospital. 

During  the  summer.  Beta  Alpha  Psi  hosts 
Continuing  Professional  Educational  courses 
for  professional  accountants.  To  maintain  a  job 
as  a  Certified  Public  Accountant,  professionals 
are  required  to  update  their  knowledge  through 
Continuing  Education  classes,  so  Beta  Alpha 
Psi  offers  these  courses  for  area  professionals. 
In  addition.  Beta  Alpha  Psi  offers  tutoring 
for  accounting  students  by  appointment  all 
semester. 

"My  experience  with  Beta  Alpha 
Psi  has  honed  and  fine  tuned  areas  of  my 
professionalism,"  Mathis  said.  "I  feel  that  it 
played  an  important  role  in  helping  me  get  my 
first  big  job  with  KPMG,  one  of  the  four  major 
accounting  firms  in  Hattiesburg." 
Story  by  Bradley  Glasco 
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Far  Right  Jen  Boren  poses 
with  a  young  version 
Spider-Man  at  the  annual 
Halloween  Carnival 
Photo  Submitted  by  the 
Fashion  Merchandising 
Organization 

Right  Members  of  the 
Fashion  Merchandising 
Organization  wort  hard 
at  the  Halloween  Carnival 
Photo  Submitted  by  the 
Fashion  Merchandising 
Organization 


Right  Natasha  Juneanc 
Aaron  Robinson  and  Jen 
Boren  sort  through  clothes 
to  help  them  mafe-over 
their  contest  winner 
Photo  by 
Jaime  McKercher 
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The  Fashion  Merchandising  Organization 
offers  membership  to  all  fashion  merchandising 
majors  and  any  other  student  taking  one  or  more 
fashion  merchandising  classes.  The  organization 
runs  under  the  College  of  Business.  Membership 
in  the  organization  promotes  the  professional 
development  of  the  students  enrolled  in  the 
fashion  merchandising  program,  as  well  as 
networking,  experience,  and  community 
service. 

"Joining  the  organization  is  a  great  way 
to  meet  students  of  the  same  major  on  a  more 
personal  level,"  said  Jeri  Boren.  "After  sharing 
so  many  experiences  together,  ever)  member 
of  the  organization  feels  like  family  to  one 
another." 

They  meet  twice  a  month  in  which  they  listen 
to  guest  speakers  from  the  fashion  merchandising 
fields.  The  talks  describe  different  ways  to 
succeed  in  a  fashion  merchandising  career,  as 
well  as  give  members  potential  job  opportunities. 
Meeting  successful  people  provides  students 
with  networking,  and  recommendations.  "As  a 


lashion  merchandising  major,  we  mainly  focus 
on  fashion  and  clothing,"  said  treasurer  Jessica 
Prude.  "Guest  speakers  show  us  how  there  are 
more  opportunities  in  retail."  Members  are 
advised  to  consider  local  corporations  for  career 
opportunities,  but  not  to  limit  themselves  by 
believing  they  would  not  succeed  out  of  state. 

Besides  the  meetings,  members  bond 
through  fundraisers  and  community  service. 
They  try  to  have  at  least  one  major  event  per 
month,  and  the  locus  of  each  varies  from  month 
to  month.  A  makeover  contest  was  done  through 
the  sale  of  one  dollar  raffle  tickets.  The  winner 
received  a  hundred  dollars  to  spend  in  clothes, 
and  a  makeover  done  by  volunteer  makeup  artists 
and  hair  stylists.  The  winner  was  announced  at 
the  end  of  the  fall  semester  and  received  her 
makeover  in  the  spring  of  2007. 

The  Fashion  Merchandising  Organization 
devotes  a  portion  of  its  time  to  help  out  the 
community.  Their  biggest  event  revolved 
around  Breast  Cancer  Awareness  in  October. 
The  members  of  the   Fashion   Merchandising 


Organization  set  up  a  booth  where  they  handed 
out  pamphlets  and  informed  other  students 
about  breast  cancer,  its  prevention,  control,  and 
consequences.  The  organization  also  had  a  very 
special  speaker  that  month.  Dolly  Loyd,  one  of 
Southern  Miss's  marketing  professors,  gave  her 
testimony  on  surviving  breast  cancer. 

Other  services  included  clothing  drives  and 
a  collection  of  formal  dresses.  Female  members 
and  their  friends  donated  formal  dresses  for 
distribution  to  low-income  high  school  students. 
Another  clothing  drive  was  made  on  campus  to 
benefit  a  women's  shelter. 

Through  many  other  community  services 
and  fun  activities,  the  members  of  the 
Fashion  Merchandising  Organization  learn 
to  have  a  deeper  passion  for  their  major  and 
their  community,  leading  them  to  a  better 
future.  Jessica  Prude  said.  "Being  part  of  this 
organization  allowed  me  to  have  an  amazing 
networking  experience  as  well  as  a  greater  pride 
m  what  1  do."  Story  by  Jennifer  Vital 


Jen  Boren  and  Aaron 
Robinson  scope  out  the 
wardrobe  to  see  what 
would  best  fit  their  contest 
winner  Photo  by 
Jaime  McKercher 
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omicron  delta  kappa 


There  is  more  than  graduation  that  students 
can  look  forward  to  when  going  into  their  junior 
and  senior  year  at  Southern  Miss:  Omicron  Delta 
Kappa.  Omicron  Delta  Kappa,  often  refereed  to 
as  ODK.  is  a  national  honor  society  for  juniors 
and  seniors  who  have  exceeded  in  many  areas  of 
life.  According  to  the  ODK  national  website  it  is 
"a  society  of  people  devoted  to  excellence." 

ODK  takes  pride  in  having  members  who 
have  shown  distinction  through  scholarship. 
as  well  as  in  the  areas  of  leadership  and 
involvement.  Members  of  the  faculty  and 
staff  nominate  students  they  feel  have  meet  a 
the  requirements  needed  to  uphold  the  name 
of  ODK.  If  the  student  feels  worthy  of  the 
prestigious  nomination  they  can  then  apply  to 
become  a  member. 

There  is  no  set  number  of  students  who  can 
be  inducted  into  the  society.  ODK  presently 
has  approximately  40  members  of  a  variety  of 
majors   in   this   year's   Southern   Miss   chapter 


Jessica  Bordelon  roc 
out  with  Guitar  Hero  i 
Omicron     Delta     K  app 


of  the    society.    The   executive    members   are  is  home  to  students  who  are  striving  to  make  i 

Matthew  Godfrey,  President;  Luci  Moore,  Vice-  difference  not  only  in  their  academic  pursuits 

President;  and  Kristin  Clay,  Secretary.  but  in  the  community  around  them. 

"1  wanted  to  join  ODK  to  have  opportunities  Story  by  Tonya  Jenkins 
to  mow  as  a  leader  and  get  involved  in  service 


Night 


organizations.  It  also  encourages  people  to 
continue  to  do  more."  said  Matthew  Godfrey,  a 
senior  advertising  major.  Godfrey  also  believes 
that  ODK  is  beneficial  to  its  members  because  it 
harnesses  and  fosters  growth  of  leaders. 

Nursing  School  senior.  Shannon  Davis, 
feels  much  like  Godfrey  when  it  comes  to  the 
impact  ODK  can  have  on  one's  life.  Davis  said 
"I  feel  the  society  should  be  more  recognized, 
as  well  as  promoted  on  campus  during  students' 
freshman  and  sophomore  year.  It  can  do  so 
much  for  them  if  they  decide  to  join  their  junior 
and  senior  year." 

On  a  campus  where  there  are  so  many 
classes,  organizations,  and  extra-curricular 
activities,  ODK  helps  students  stand  out.  ODK 


Above  Luci      Moore 

and  Matthew  Godfrey 
look  through  membership 
applications  for  the  ne>t 
class  of  Omicron  Delta 
Kappa 


Top  Anne       Nehlig 

prepares  mail-outs   to  all 

those     who     qualify     for 

Omicron     Delta     Kappa 

membership. 
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THE  POWER 

ofKNOWLEDGE 


"Knowledge  is  power"  stands  as  the  motto 
lat  members  of  Phi  Eta  Sigma  live  by.  Phi  Eta 
igma,  a  national  honor  society,  has  accepted 
tudents  ranking  in  the  top  20  percent  of  their 
lass  since  1923,  when  the  society  was  founded 
t  the  University  of  Illinois.  Inspired  by  the 
>ast  and  dedicated  to  the  future.  Southern  Miss 
s  home  to  one  of  the  350  plus  chapters  of  the 
lational  honor  society  today. 

Phi  Eta  Sigma  has  been  represented  at  the 
miversity  since  the  1950's  and  is  still  going 
trong  today.  With  black  and  gold  as  both  the 
■rganization  and  Southern  Miss's  official  colors, 
'hi  Eta  Sigma's  mission  is  to  not  only  reward 
tudents  for  academic  excellence  through  their 


first  year,  but  to  encourage  students  to  continue 
in  this  excellence. 

Not  only  are  most  members  in  the  top  20 
percent  of  their  class,  but  they  are  expected  to 
have  a  cumulative  grade-point  average  of  a  3.5 
or  higher.  However,  grades  are  not  the  only 
things  the  organization  focuses  on.  Community 
service,  scholarships,  and  building  strong 
academic  relationships  are  among  the  other 
focuses  of  the  group. 

More  importantly.  Phi  Eta  Sigma  offers  an 
opportunity  to  receive  scholarships.  According 
to  the  national  office.  Phi  Eta  Sigma  awards 
about  $200,000  in  scholarships  every  year.  The 
awards   vary,   from   the   $5,000   Distinguished 


Tiffany  Sfrmeth  current 
President  of  Phi  Eta  Sigma 
passes  out  membership 
packets  to  the  members 
that  were  inducted  the 
spring  of  their  freshman 
year 
Photo  by  Chris  Payne 


Member  Award  applicable  towards  the  first 
year  of  graduate  school  and  awarded  to  only  5 
members,  to  the  $1,000  undergraduate  awards 
given  to  only  72  members. 

"1  felt  it  was  an  honor  to  be  chosen  lor 
membership.  It  made  me  feel  that  my  haul  work 
throughout  my  freshman  year  had  paid  off." 
Tiffany  Skrmetti,  the  President  said. 

Phi  Eta  Sigma  inducts  freshmen  in  then- 
second  semester.  The  executive  members  of  Phi 
Eta  Sigma  for  the  2006-2007  school  year  were: 
Tiffany  Skrmetti,  President;  Janell  Ward.  Vice 
President;  Laura  McGarrh.  Treasurer;  and  Brena 
Ward,  Secretary. 

Phi  Eta  Sigma  is  an  organization  that 
believes  in  the  power  of  knowledge.  It  pushes 
students  who  are  already  on  top  to  maintain  then 
level  of  academic  dedication,  and  awards  them 
through  scholarship,  service,  and  friendship 
opportunities.  Story  by  Tonya  Jenkins 


Omicron  Delta  Kappa  and  Phi  Eta  Sigma 
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national  society  ol  black  engineers 


At  Southern  Miss,  the  National  Society 
of  Black  Engineers,  or  NSBE,  participates 
in  activities  such  as  the  organization's  Fall 
Regional  Conference,  National  Convention  and 
the  Regional  Leadership  Conference.  At  the  Fall 
Regional  Conference,  members  of  NSBE  can 
network  with  other  professionals  and  participate 
in  a  career  fair  made  only  for  engineers. 

The  National  Society  of  Black  Engineers 
was  formed  at  a  national  conference  planned 
and  hosted  by  the  Society  of  Black  Engineers 
at  Purdue  University  in  April  1975.  Black 
engineering  students  from  the  United  States  and 
Canada  attended  the  event  and  the  students  and 
educators  came  together  and  gave  birth  to  the 
NSBE. 

Currently,  the  NSBE  is  the  largest-student 
managed  organization  in  the  country  with  more 
than  I  X,000  members. 

"NSBE  has  become  my  second  family  away 


from  home.  Eve  gotten  acquainted  with  people 
of  every  class  in  the  engineering  field  who  have 
become  great  mentors,"  said  Jessica  McLaurin. 

NSBE  is  comprised  of  more  than  270 
chapters  on  college  and  university  campuses, 
75  alumni  extension  chapters  nationwide,  and 
75  pre-college  chapters.  These  chapters  are 
geographically  divided  into  six  regions. 

The  organization's  goal  is  to  increase  the 
number  of  culturally  responsible  black  engineers 
who  excel  academically,  succeed  professionally, 
and  positively  impact  the  community.  NSBE 
aims  to  stimulate  and  develop  interest  in  various 
fields  of  engineering,  increase  the  number 
of  minority  students  studying  engineering  as 
undergraduates  and  graduates,  and  promote 
public  awareness  of  engineering  opportunities 
for  minorities.  It  also  serves  as  a  representative 
body  on  issues  and  developments  that  affect  the 
careers  of  black  eimineers. 


NSBE  gives  engineering  majors  more 
opportunities  to  research  and  makes  co-ops 
and  scholarships  available  to  its  members. 
However,  the  largest  benefit  comes  from 
the  support  system  created  by  the  individual 
chapters  on  each  campus.  NSBE  supports 
the  diverse  group  of  students  found  within  its 
chapter  here  on  campus.  Through  their  support, 
these  students  not  only  get  the  inspiration  they 
need  to  get  through  tough  engineering  classes, 
but  also  support  our  community  through  the 
advancement  of  minority  students. 

"Being  a  woman  in  science,  I  don't  feel 
like  the  gender  minority  in  this  group  because 
female  engineers  are  encouraged,"  McLaurin 
said.  "However  if  I  do  get  discouraged,  NSBE 
members  are  always  there  to  encourage  me  to 
stick  with  it." 
Story  by  Bradley  Glasco 
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FUNDAMENTAL  RESEARCH 


societv  for  phvsics  students 


While  Southern  Miss  takes  pride  in  housing 
one  of  the  most  successful  polymer  science 
departments,  a  smaller  department  in  the 
College  of  Science  and  Technology  has  created 
a  few  waves.  The  Society  for  Physics  Students 
started  on  the  national  level  in  1968  to  help 
physics  students,  who  can  often  become  fenced 
into  their  labs,  develop  course  work  outside  of 
their  research. 

"Sometimes  we  need  the  opportunity 
to  practice  some  leadership  skills,  hone  our 
interpersonal  communication,  create  a  network 
of  colleagues,  and  generally  have  fun,"  said 
president  Dwana  King,  a  senior.  The  Society 
for  Physics  Students  has  increased  their  outside 
involvement  this  year  through  participating  in 
the  Halloween  Carnival,  a  bowling  night  with 
the  Physics  faculty,  and  acted  as  guides  for 
students  from  Oak  Grove  High  School. 

"We  had  a  chance  to  interact  with  them  on 


Far    Right        The    Society 
for  Physics  Students  stand 
outside  the  Bobby  Cham 
Technology  Building 
Photo  by  Christy  Dyess 

Right  Ty  McCleery,  a 
freshman  physics  mapr 
and  presidential  scholar, 
works  hard  on  a  project 
under  the  direction  of  Dr 
Alma  Gearba 
Prioto  by  Christy  Dyess 


a  level  that  they  would  have  not  done  with  the 
faculty,"  King  said. 

"We  have  a  lot  of  different  type  of  people 
looking  into  a  variety  of  disciplines  at  this 
university,"  freshman  member,  Ty  McCleery, 
said.  "Through  our  outreach  programs,  SPS  is 
trying  to  attract  prospective  students  that  will  help 
add  to  the  variety  of  students  on  this  campus." 
In  fact,  the  Society  is  currently  working  to  create 
a  bridge  of  communication  with  students  in  a 
high  school  in  Oxford,  Mississippi.  The  Society 
for  Physics  Students  hopes  to  show  them  the 
benefits  of  an  education  at  Southern  Miss. 

Furthermore,  the  Society  for  Physics 
Students  welcomes  people  of  all  disciplines  who 
may  show  interest  in  physics.  "We  primarily 
care  about  learning  about  and  engaging  the  held 
of  physics,  not  just  about  physics  majors,  so 
everyone  is  welcome!"  McCleery  said. 

Along    with   recruitment    and   community 


service,  the  Society  assists  their  own  department 
by  fighting  for  grant  money.  The  national  chapter 
offers  money  for  research,  and  the  Society 
submitted  the  work  of  Dr.  Alina  Gearba,  their 
faculty  sponsor,  and  members  Greg  Carson  and 
Brad  Crochet.  Their  work  deals  with  trapping 
atoms  using  lasers  and  forcing  them  to  slow 
down  which  causes  the  temperature  to  drop. 
In  October,  the  group  succeeded  in  slowing 
down  the  atoms  to  create  the  coldest  spot  in  the 
Southeast. 

King  said,  "When  I  hrst  started  at  Southern 
a  year  and  a  half  ago,  I  felt  like  I  was  walking 
into  a  foreign  world.  Like  most  beginning 
students  in  the  physics  program,  I  felt  like  I  was 
encroaching  on  territory  that  I  shouldn't.  Being 
part  of  the  Society  has  made  me  feel  like  I  am 
right  where  I  belong."  Story  by  Samantha  Nix 


I 


STUDENT  OCEANOGRAPHIC  SOCIETY 


Back   Row    Andrea  Neu 
Megan  Butterworth, 

Jenny  f  uyfendall. 
Allie        Mo|zis         Bed  y 
Schilling,  Jillian  Danner  K  im 
Schindler  Colleen 
Finnegan        Front       Row 
Pete  Van  Erp,  Xun  Wang 
Chudong  Pan,  Sumit 
Chakraborty  Matt  Stone. 
MooJoon    Shim,    Hailong 
Huang,  David  Rosenfield, 
Matt  Thompson 
Photo     Submitted  by  the 
Student       Oceanographic 
Society 
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Photo  Submitted  by  Residence  Life 


BUILDING  CAMPUS 

RELATIONSHIPS 


resident  assistant  aduisorsi  board 


The  Resident  Assistant  Advisory  Board, 
often  referred  by  students  and  members  as 
RAAB,  is  an  organization  on  the  Southern 
Miss  campus  that  provides  residents  with  an 
outlet  to  voice  their  concerns.  The  Residence 
Life  department  has  ensured  that  a  Resident 
Assistant,  or  RA,  lives  on  each  hall  to  not  only 
manage  the  day-to-day  dealings  of  the  residence 
hall,  but  provide  guidance  to  their  residents. 
Each  and  every  RA  on  campus  holds  the  power 
to  voice  his  or  hers  hall's  opinions  to  RAAB  to 
help  better  their  residence  hall  community. 

Members  of  RAAB  write  proposals  and 
submit  them  to  the  Resident  Hall  Association. 


or  RHA.  The  members  of  RHA  then  debate 
the  issue  and  come  to  a  conclusion  together 
to  help  resolve  the  problem.  The  RHA  serves 
as  a  window  for  students  living  on  campus  to 
speak  their  mind  and  to  present  their  ideas  in 
order  to  sustain  an  enjoyable  stay  at  Southern 
Miss.  While  RAAB  works  hand-in-hand  with 
the  RHA,  RAAB  serves  as  a  method  for  resident 
assistant  concerns  to  be  voiced  along  with  the 
every  day  resident  in  RHA. 

Amy  Ealy,  vice  president  of  RAAB  and 
full  time  student  said,  "The  Resident  Assistant 
Advisory  Board  makes  me  feel  involved  with  the 
whole  campus.  RAAB  also  serves  as  a  wonderful 


tool  for  the  resident  assistants  to  utilize,  and  it 
also  gives  them  a  sense  of  inspiration  in  making 
the  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  a  better 
university." 

RAAB  is  a  counsel  dedicated  to  Southern 
Miss,  and  passionate  about  creating  worthwhile 
experiences  while  enjoying  dormitory  amenities. 
With  the  diligence  of  the  resident  assistants 
working  with  RAAB.  and  the  unity  presented 
by  the  overall  diversity  of  the  dormitories,  these 
Southern  Miss  students  are  inspired  to  better 
the  home  away  from  home  environment  for 
students.  Story  by  Kenneth  Legg 


Far  Left  The  Residence 
Hall  Association  is 
comprised  of  Resident 
i">  Assistants  and 
l  int  Assistants.  The 
RHA    works    closei. 

to    vocalize    the 
opinions  of  residents 
Photo  by  Chris  Payne 

>:-**  These      Resident 

Assistants   perform   carols 
at     the     Residence     Life 
Christmas  party 
Photo  by 
Christopher  Bostick 
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PREPARING  for  FUTURE 


LEADERSHIP 


08 


The  Southern  Miss  Golden  Eagle  Battalion, 
the  Reserve  Officers'  Training  Corps  (ROTC) 
is  a  military  science  program,  which  enhances 
the  student's  education  by  providing  leadership, 
management  and  tactical  experiences.  The 
program  was  activated  in  1950  as  an  artillery 
unit  by  an  Act  of  Congress. 

The  positive  attitude  from  the  cadets  in 
this  program  has  made  the  experience  well 
worthwhile.  Wesley  Ward,  a  cadet  in  this  program 
said  that  ROTC  "furthers  my  college  experience 
by  teaching  me  mental  and  physical  discipline 
to  further  my  academic  goals  in  school."  The 
cadets  in  this  program  wake  up  Monday  through 
Friday  and  participate  in  Physical  Training  from 
5:30  am  until  7:00  am  throughout  the  year. 

"ROTC  is  the  best  thing  that  could  ever 
happen  to  me.  it  gives  me  a  confirmed  job,  a 
path,  and  some  of  the  best  friends  I  have  ever 
had,"  said  first  year  Travis  Carter. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Mitchell  is  the  Professor 
of  Military  Science  (PMS)  for  the  program.  He 
is  proud  to  say  that  this  program  has  "a  great 
bunch  of  cadets  and  is  growing  in  numbers." 


Top  Right  The  colorguard 
performs  their  duty  before 
every  home  football 
game  presenting  the 
flag  during  the  National 
Anthem.  The  members  of 
the  colorguard  perform 
this  duty  with  pride  Photo 
Submitted  by  the  ROTC 


"You  may  never  use  your  degree,"  said 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Mitchell,  "but  the  leadership 
skills  you  learn  in  the  ROTC  program  you 
can  use  the  rest  of  your  life,  in  and  out  of  the 
military." 

The  classes  for  this  program  are  separated 
into  four  military  science  classes.  The  hist 
two  basic  courses  introduce  military  training, 
leadership  skills,  and  management  skills.  The 
third  military  science  course  is  the  beginning  of 
advanced  training  to  be  an  Officer,  (assuming 
that  a  individual  is  contracted  into  the  military). 
This  course  puts  more  responsibility  on  the 
cadets. 

The  Training  to  be  an  officer  starts  at  the 
Leadership  Development  Assessment  Course 
(LDAC).  which  is  held  during  the  summer  for 
five  weeks.  This  course  is  a  leadership  evaluation 
that  is  rigorous  and  tests  the  cadets  physical  and 
mental  capacity  under  pressure  and  time  in  both 
the  field  and  garrison. 

These  men  and  women  portray  the  Army 
values  and  demonstrate  exactly  what  they  stand 
for.  "It's  great  to  see  the  abilities  and  patriotism 


of  all  these  great  Americans  coming  into  the 
program,"   said   Lieutenant   Colonel   Mitchell. 
With  the  dedication  and  diligence  that  these  men 
and  women  carry,  it's  not  hard  to  see  why. 
Story  by  Samantha  Key 


Far  Right  This  cadet 
lumps  into  the  pool  at  the 
natatonum  as  a  part  of  his 
CWST  training  They  train 
in  full  gear  to  be  prepared 
Photo  Submitted  by   the 


Right  These  cadets  were 
attending  their  first  ROTC 
lab,  where  they  watched 
other  cadets  being 
sworn  in  ROTC  training 
provides  great  leadership 
skills  for  these  young  men 
and  women 

Photo  Submitted  by  the 
ROTC 
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DEVELOPING 

FAITH  on  CAMPUS 


Church  ol  God  in  Christ  Fellowship 


Photo  by  Chris  Payne 


The  Church  of  God  in  Christ  Fellowship 
is  an  organization  for  students  looking  to  learn 
more  about  Jesus  Christ  and  how  to  live  like 
him  in  this  day  and  time.  Many  students  have 
different  questions  that  they  need  answers  to, 
and  are  at  a  loss  of  whom  to  ask.  The  Church  of 
God  in  Christ  Fellowship  is  a  club  designed  to 
help  answer  these  questions,  which  will  lead  to 
an  inner  peace. 

"I've  been  at  Southern  Miss  since  I  was  a 

freshman,"  said  Cedric  Bridges,  "and  being  a 

j  member  of  COGIC  Fellowship  has  helped  me 

to  grow  spiritually  by  leaps  and  bounds.  I  am  a 

senior  now  and  I  have  learned  that  students  tend 


to  experience  many  tough  times  while  being  in 
college,  but  this  Christian  organization  has  been 
to  me  like  an  oasis  in  the  desert.  The  loving 
fellowship  of  the  members  gave  me  a  sense  of 
belonging.  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  resides  at  each 
meeting  while  we  discuss  lessons  about  Jesus 
Christ  and  his  great  love  towards  us." 

The  Southern  Miss  Chapter  of  the  Church  of 
God  in  Christ  Fellowship  promotes  the  important 
needs  of  salvation,  developing  a  strong  personal 
relationship  with  God,  and  lasting  friendships. 
It  is  open  to  students  of  all  faiths.  This  is  a  great 
organization  for  students  looking  to  truly  keep 
their  salvation  while  being  on  campus. 


The  COGIC  Fellowship  has  one  crusade  in 
the  fall  and  in  the  spring  semester,  when  students 
magnify  God's  name.  There  is  a  speaker  for  each 
crusade,  which  ministers  to  the  students  about 
being  excited  for  Christ.  Members  of  the  COGIC 
Fellowship  also  attend  an  annual  trip  held  in 
Memphis,  Tennessee  in  November.  The  trip  is 
known  as  the  Church  of  God  in  Christ  National 
Holy  Convocation.  COGIC  Fellowship  delights 
in  helping  students  to  grow  and  become  more 
mature  Christians  while  enjoying  the  benefits  of 
being  saved.  Story  Submitted  by  COGIC 


ROTC  and  COGIC 
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SERVICE 

THROUGH  EAITH 


Faith  is  a  vital  part  of  the  lives  of  many, 
and  Southern  Miss  has  many  faith-based 
organizations  to  accommodate  this  facet  of 
student  life.  One  of  these  organizations  is  the 
Catholic  Student  Association,  which  is  based  out 
of  St.  Thomas  Catholic  Church  on  4th  Street. 

The  Catholic  Student  Association  is  an  outlet 
for  both  Catholic  and  non-Catholic  students  to 
practice  their  faith  and  build  strong  bonds  of 
friendship  with  many  other  students  with  similar 
interests. 

Julie  Thibodaux,  the  on-campus  minister  of 
CSA,  encourages  anyone  to  attend  the  services. 

"Our  services  and  activities  offer  a  unique 
opportunity  for  students  of  a  similar  faith  to 
come  together  for  faith,  fellowship,  food,  and 
friends." 

The  CSA  also  offers  many  opportunities 
for  students  to  give  back  to  the  community  by 
participating  in  community  service  events.  At 
least  once  a  month  since  Hurricane  Katrina,  St. 
Thomas  Catholic  Church  and  the  CSA  have 
sent  a  group  of  volunteers  to  the  coast  to  help 
distribute  supplies  and  rebuild  to  speed  the 
recovery  of  the  communities  along  the  Gulf 
Coast. 


Below  These  students  dig 
in  to  the  food  provided  by 
the  St  Thomas  parishioners. 
The  CSA  has  a  meal 
for  students  after  every 
Student  Mass.  Photo  by 
Jaime  McKercher 


catholic  student  association 

Another  big  service  that  the  group  undertakes 
is  a  mission  trip  to  Saltillo,  Mexico  during 
Southern  Miss's  spring  break  to  do  construction 
work  and  help  distribute  medical  and  food 
supplies. 

St.  Thomas  has  a  Student  Mass  led  by  the 
CSA  and  the  CSA  Band  every  Wednesday  and 
Sunday  nights,  and  church  parishioners  provide 
dinner  after  each  mass  for  the  students  to  enjoy. 

The  CSA  Band  also  leads  a  Praise  and 
Worship  service  every  Tuesday  night  to  give 
students  another  opportunity  to  come  express 
their  faith  and  create  life-long  bonds  with  their 
fellow  students.  The  CSA  is  very  active  in 
intramurals.  usually  having  a  team  participate  in 
every  event  offered. 

Trevor  Pitts,  a  junior  marketing  major,  has 
been  playing  drums  for  the  CSA  band  for  over 
two  years.  "Since  my  freshman  year,  I've  made 
most  of  my  best  friends  by  going  to  the  Student 
Mass  and  hanging  out  at  the  St.  Thomas  Student 
Center,"  said  Pitts. 

Through  its  passion  for  creating  religious 
events  that  serve  the  needs  of  college  students, 
the  CSA  has  come  to  touch  the  lives  of  many 
Golden  Eagles.  Story  by  Jaime  McKercher 


Romina  Monsanto  makes 
up  only  a  small  portion  of 
the  CSA  band.  The  band 
led  by  Ryan  Fulon.  leads 
all  music  during  the  student 
Masses.  Photo  by 
Jaime  McKercher 


Photo  by  Jaime  McKercher  , 
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Phofo  by  Chris  Payne 


HOME  AWAY  xjv-nx/n^ 

FROM  XIIJIVIJZJ 


Among  the  many  active  religious 
organizations  at  Southern  Miss,  the  Wesley 
Foundation  is  a  Methodist  organization  that  is 
dedicated  to  the  students  of  the  university.  It  is 
an  organization  where  faculty  and  students  alike 
can  come  together  for  fellowship. 

Students  attend  the  Wesley  Foundation  with 
the  intent  of  bringing  Southern  Miss  to  a  new 
level  by  meeting  new  students  and  by  creating 
lasting  bonds  of  friendship  through  different 
campus  projects  and  community  volunteer 
services.  While  the  organization  is  of  Christian 
Methodist  dominion,  students  of  different 
dominations  and  religions  are  welcome  to  attend 
and  join  the  Wesley  Foundation. 

Wesley   Topp,   a   volunteer   and   member 


of  the  Wesley  Foundation,  states  that,  "The 
Wesley  Foundation  is  more  that  just  an  ordinary 
organization.  Here  at  the  Wesley  Foundation, 
students  across  campus  can  come  together  to 
enjoy  each  other  and  create  new  relationships. 
The  Wesley  Foundation  holds  various  religious 
services  each  Tuesday  and  Thursday  of  the  week 
where  students  enjoy  the  presence  of  God.  and. 
while  attending  these  services,  can  enjoy  the 
surrounding  sense  of  friendship.  The  foundation 
can  and  is  considered  to  be  a  home  away  from 
home  to  students  at  the  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi." 

Students  at  the  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  indeed  are  given  various 
opportunities  to  turn  their  college  experience  into 


life-long  experiences.  By  attending  and  joining 
an  organization  like  the  Wesley  Foundation, 
students  definitely  obtain  the  "'college"  sense  of 
belonging.  With  so  many  friends  and  activities, 
such  as  fellowship  and  church  services  every 
week,  the  foundation  is  really  a  place  made 
for  students  to  meet  students.  In  other  words. 
the  Wesley  Foundation  is  an  organization  that 
welcomes  students  to  "a  home  away  from  home" 
here  at  Southern  Miss. 
Story  by  Kenneth  Legg 


Catholic  Student  Association  and  Wesley  Foundation 
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Photo  by  Rachel  Underwood  r 


Photo  by  Chris  Payne 


Photo  by  Franklin  Williams 


Photo  by  Rachel  Underwood 


With  ten  percent  of  students  involved 
in  the  Greek  system  at  Southern  Miss,  these 
organizations  link  a  spectrum  of  people 
together  under  their  individual  banners, 
offering  a  family-like  community  environment 
and  leadership  development.  However, 
individuals  in  the  Greek  system  have  interests 
that  cover  everything  from  music  to  athletics. 
Members  of  fraternities  and  sororities 
even  interact  through  such  organizations 
as  the  Student  Broadcaster's  Association, 
Student  Government  Association,  University 
Activities  Council,  and  Honors  College. 
More  importantly,  while  supporting  one 
another  within  their  chapters,  fraternities  and 
sororities  on  campus  come  together  during 
different  philanthropy  events  to  raise  money 
for  charitable  organizations.  Often  thought 
of  as  a  "home  away  from  home"  these  groups 
of  friends  affect  not  only  each  others  lives, 
but  also  their  university  and  surrounding 
community. 
Story  by  Alan  Wheat 


Photo  by  Elliot  Freeman 


Photo  by  Chris  Payne 


Photo  by  Chris  Payne 


Photo  by  Elliot  Freeman 


COMMITTED  TO 

EXCELLENCE 


ffice  of  Greek  Life 


Office  of  Greel  Life-  John 
Burl's  Erin  Rust  Brandy  Filpi. 
Paul  Sims,  Zach  Thomas, 
Tommy  Cullinan  Photo  by 
Franklin  Williams 

Piling  burgers  and  hot  dogs 
on  their  plates,  members  of 
the  Interfraternity  Council 
(IFCI  take  advantage  of 
the  chance  to  let  loose 
and  socialize  outside  of 
their  regular  meetings.  The 
group  governs  relations 
between  the  fraternities 
on  campus 
Photo  by  Amara  Beech 
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Any  student  who  takes  part  in  Greek  life  at 
Southern  Miss  knows  the  standards  of  excellence 
to  which  the  fraternities  and  sororities  are  held, 
and  that  taking  part  in  one  of  the  twenty-eight 
Greek  Letter  Organization  on  campus  can  help 
students  gain  a  full  college  experience.  The 
Office  of  Greek  life  exists  to  set  those  standards, 
and  aids  students  as  they  experience  everything 
Greek  life  has  to  offer. 

The  Office  of  Greek  Life  implements 
policies  and  procedures  that  help  to  regulate  and 
support  the  safety  and  educational  growth  of 
the  fraternities  and  sororities.  By  encouraging 
fraternities  and  sororities  to  participate  in 
various  activities,  the  office  helps  students 
gain  volunteer  experience  and  exert  a  positive 
influence  in  the  community.  The  relationship 
between  the  Office  of  Greek  Life  and  the  city  of 


Hattiesburg  is  a  win-win  situation  for  both. 

The  office  is  always  looking  ahead, 
according  to  John  Burks,  the  Assistant  Dean  of 
Students  for  Greek  Life.  "New  plans  are  being 
implemented  for  the  benefit  of  our  students  on 
campus,"  said  Burks.  With  additional  events 
such  as  new  guest  speakers,  the  students  at 
Southern  Miss  obtain  a  chance  to  hear  about 
many  issues,  including  advice  that  can  help 
students  live  a  healthy  lifestyle." 

Fraternities  and  sororities  offer  wonderful 
opportunities  for  students  to  express  themselves, 
not  only  as  students  but  also  as  young  adults. 
Students  obtain  a  chance  to  grow  and  change 
their  attitude  towards  the  real  world  as  well  as 
college  life,  and  the  Office  of  Greek  life  is  there 
to  guide  students  through  their  experiences. 
Story  by  Kenneth  Legg 


The  Inferfraternity  Council: 
BACK  ROW  David 
Morns  John  Ellzey 
Westley  Mutziger  Jacob 
Layton  Adam  Schraeder 
Brad  Braud.  Dustin 
Renaud  FRONT  ROW 
Ransom  CWe,  Brandon 
Moffett  Brian  Guidroz 
Bradley  Charlesworth 
Adam  Buckalew  Drew 
Treuting  George  Napier 
Photo  by  Elliot  Freeman 


The  College  Panhellenic  Council:  BACK  ROW    Jordan  Hailey    Melissa  Mauldm    Leslie  Spencer    Jessica     The  National  Pan-Hellenic  Council  BACK  ROW  Jamaya  Smith  Da\  id  Turner  Eric  Brundidge 
Bordelon,  Kaitlin  Ziz.  Erin  Rust  Kimberly  Hymel   Rachel  Newman.  FRONT  ROW  Elizabeth  Bridges  Haley     FRONT  ROW  Monesca  Smith  Cheree  Albritton  Angel  Addison  Photo  by  Franklin  Williams 
Stiglets.  Shannon  Davis,  Jennifer  Gunn,  Maggie  Wesley  Sydney  Krhut  Mimsie  Ladner,  Kami  Mueller 
Photo  by  Franklin  Williams 
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Men's  recruitment  is  a 
week  -long  process  that 
ultimately  ends  on  Bid  Day 
where  each  rushee  signs 
his  bid  with  his  fraternity  of 
choice  The  Rho  Alphas  a 
group  of  active  fraternity 
members  serve  as  mentors 
to  the  men  going  during 
the  recruitment  process 
throughout  the  wee! 
Photo  by  Rachel  Underwood 


When  the  average  student  hears  about  Greek 
Recruitment,  they  may  picture  a  crowd  of  people 
scrambling  all  over  campus  from  one  house  to 
the  next  until  they  find  the  Greek  organization 
they  like  best.  But  though  recruitment  can  get  a 
little  hectic,  in  the  end,  participants  leave  with  a 
completely  different  picture  in  mind.  They  learn 
that  recruitment  is  about  learning  and  growing  as  a 
potential  Greek  and  as  a  student  at  Southern  Miss. 

The  Greek  Life  website  defines  forma 
recruitment  as  "a  series  of  parties  given  by 
Greek  organizations  ...  which  is  governed  by  the 
Interfraternity  Council  and  Panhellenic  Council." 

"Formal  recruitment  this  year  was  held  from 
September  1 7  to  September  23,"  said  Jeremy  Miller. 
Vice  President  for  Recruitment  and  Retention  for 
IFC.  "Recruitment  is  held  for  about  six  nights  a 
semester.  People  who  are  interested  in  Greek  Life 
can  rush,  learning  about  different  fraternities,  and 
ultimately  pick  the  one  that's  right  for  them." 
Miller  said  the  goal  of  his  organization  has  been  to 
move  away  from  the  stereotypical  image  of  the  frat 
boy.  instead  favoring  the  appearance  of  a  group  of 
professional  gentlemen. 


Photo  by  Santee  Ezell  }  j 
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SORORITY 

shaping  wo\r\o\i  of  dignity 


RECRUITMENT 


"I  think  it's  worth  rushing  so  you  can  meet 
new  people  and  get  to  know  them,"  said  sophomore 
public  relations  major  Paige  McGraw,  a  member  of 
Pi  Beta  Phi  sorority.  "1  would  have  to  describe  it  as 
interesting.  Part  of  the  experience  is  that  people  get 
to  see  what  kind  of  people  are  in  each  organization. 
They  learn  a  lot  about  themselves  and  where  they 
fit  in  the  whole  process." 

Formal  recruitment  is  a  method  of  gaining 
new  members  to  Greek  organizations  that  some 
may  have  preconceived  notions  about,  but  it 
can  also  greatly  benefit  those  who  participate  in 
it.  "I've  met  some  of  my  best  friends  through 
this  experience,"  said  McGraw.  "I  absolutely 
love  being  in  my  sorority.  Rushing  helped  me 
because  it  has  allowed  me  to  meet  new  people, 
some  in  my  own  major,  and  in  other  sororities." 

The  Greek  Life  website  reports  that  there  are 
twenty-eight  major  Greek  letter  organizations  on 
campus.  Their  members  strive  to  excel  in  many 
areas  around  campus  and  in  the  community. 
From  campus  leadership  positions  to  community 
service,  fraternity  and  sorority  members  are 
often  at  the  forefront  of  student  life.  In  formal 
recruitment,  Greek  organizations  seek  members 
who  will  represent  them  well,  and  in  the  process, 
cast  a  good  reflection  upon  Southern  Miss  as  a 
whole.  Story  by  Joseph  Ezell 

Photo  by  Chris  Payne 


Women's  recruitment  is  a 
weei  -long  process  that 
begins  with  a  series  of 
"meet  and  greet"  parties 
and  ends  with  Bid  Day 
where  each  girl  signs  a 
bid  with  the  sorority  of 
her  choice  The  Rho  Chis 
are  recruitment  counselors 
that  help  the  potential 
new  members  with  their 
decision 
Photo  by  Chris  Payne 
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As  a  crowd  gathers 
the  men  of  Phi  Beta 
Sigma  perform  their  well- 
rehearsed  step  show. 
When  the  new  members  of 
the  fraternity  are  selected, 
they  reveal  their  new 
identities  through  these 
ritual  routines  Photo  by 
Christopher  Boshck 
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Members  of  the  Delta 
Sigma  Theta  Sorority 
display  their  step  skills  as 
they  break  it  down  at 
the  hop  contest.  "We  usu- 
ally only  have  to  practice 
for  about  an  hour  before 
each  step  show"  explains 
Kym  Clayton,  president 
of  the  sorority  Photo  by 
Christopher  Bostick 


Crowd  participation  made  the  show 
inforgettable.  It  started  with  a  head  bob, 
hich  led  to  swaying,  and  clapping.  Even  the 
people  with  no  rhythm  clapped  along  with  the 
raternities  and  sororities  as  they  performed. 
'Stepping"  has  become  a  common  way  to 
nitiate  African-Americans  into  their  fraternities 
)r  sororities  since  the  mid-twentieth  century. 
Stepping  combines  dance  moves,  singing, 
ind  chanting.  The  clapping,  slapping  of  hands 
)n  different  parts  of  the  body,  and  stomping 
nakes  the  body  a  very  interesting  percussion 
nstrument.  Stepping  centers  around  African 
nusic,  especially  drums. 

There  are  nine  national  African 
\merican  Greek-letter  societies:  five  fraternities 
jind  four  sororities.  "The  Step  Show  brings  the 
jDivine  Nine'  together,"  said  twenty-six  year 
)ld  Brian  Jones,  who  is  a  member  of  Omega  Psi 
5hi  and  a  Southern  Miss  alumnus. 

This  year's  Step  Show  was  held  on 
September  29th  at  Reed  Green  Coliseum.  Even 
>efore  the  event  started,  the  fraternities  and 
ororities  were  dancing  on  the  floor  around  the 
tage,  foreshadowing  their  later  display.  The 
how  started  with  the  stand-up  comic  Coco 
5rown  from  BET's  Comic  View  and  the  Black 
Comedy  Tour. 


Four  fraternities  and  one  sorority 
competed  this  year.  It  took  about  a  month  or 
two  of  preparation  for  the  groups  to  put  then- 
performances  together.  They  put  a  "step  master" 
in  charge  of  each  step.  The  step  master  must 
start  a  certain  chant,  song  or  stepping  routine. 
The  rest  of  the  group  then  follows  their  lead. 

The  groups  used  many  props 
throughout  the  show.  There  were  canes,  bushes, 
bicycles,  and  videos.  The  routines  contained  an 
introduction,  where  the  participants  established  a 
theme.  Then  the  music  and  stomping  began.  All 
of  the  performances  had  a  comic  side,  whether 
demonstrated  in  the  introductory  video,  or  in  the 
middle  of  the  show  by  a  humorous  character. 

The  success  of  the  Step  Show  also  depended 
on  the  participation  of  the  audience.  The  crowd 
was  motivated  to  keep  the  rhythm  going  by 
clapping. 

Overall,  the  show  was  an  incredible 
experience  for  Greeks  and  non-Greeks  alike. 
Over  the  years,  stepping  has  incorporated 
elements  of  popular  artistic  forms,  such  as 
military  drills,  cheerleading.  martial  arts,  hip- 
hop,  and  tap  dancing,  without  loosing  its  African 
roots.  Story  by  Jennifer  Vital 
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Peeking  out  from  around 
a  newly-built  corner, 
Lmdsey  Brinton  Regina 
Regan,  Nicole  Whiteman, 
and  Leah  Schultz  get 
their  first  preview  of  the 
new  sorority  village.  While 
the  site  may  not  look  like 
much  more  than  some  bare 
structures  now,  the  finished 
project  will  be  well  worth 
the  wait  All  Photos  by 
Rachel  Underwood 


THE 

VIL  kGE 

up  and  coming  sorority  housing 


Imagine  waking  up  in  a  place  with 
beautifully-decorated  walls,  shiny  floors,  in  a 
spacious  bedroom  with  two  double  beds  and  a 
walk-in  closet.  Near  the  closet,  a  private  bathroom 
complete  with  its  own  vanity  mirror.  If  you 
think  you're  staying  at  a  plush  hotel,  then  guess 
again,  because  what  you've  just  experienced 
is  none  other  than  the  new  housing  complex 
currently  under  construction  at  Southern  Miss. 
"The  Village,"  as  the  new  complex  has  been 
named,  is  the  newest  housing  on  campus.  It  is 
set  to  become  a  haven  for  sorority  members  who 
have  long  sought  their  own  Greek  housing. 

Dr.  Chris  Crenshaw,  Director  of  Resident 
Life,  said  that  the  Village  occupies  ten  acres  of 
land  and  is  being  built  at  a  cost  of  about  $18 
million.  According  to  the  residence  life  website. 
The    Village    will    consist   of   nine    thirty-bed 


structures,  a  duplex  dormitory  and  an  upper- 
class  scholarship  women's  residence  hall.  The 
complex  will  also  have  a  general  use  facility 
with  a  laundry,  vending  machine  room,  meeting 
rooms,  a  catering  kitchen,  and  a  park  in  its 
center.  Construction  on  the  sorority  complex 
is  set  to  be  completed  over  a  fourteen  month 
period.  Though  the  Village's  original  purpose 
was  indeed  to  house  sororities,  that  isn't  all  it's 
for.  "We  called  it  'The  Village'  and  not  'The 
Sorority  Village,'"  said  Dr.  Crenshaw,  "Because 
it  will  not  house  just  Greek  women." 

Still,  Greek  women  seem  excited  about  their 
new  housing.  "I'm  just  excited  to  move  into  the 
houses,"  said  sophomore  exercise  science  major 
Tiffany  Skrmetti,  a  member  of  Delta  Delta 
Delta  sorority.  "The  houses  are  beautiful.  The 
university  can  take  pride  in  having  them." 


Junior  Speech  Communications  majo; 
Ashley  Cangelosi,  a  member  of  Chi  Omeg; 
sorority,  agreed.  "This  will  be  great  for  oui 
numbers."  she  said.  "The  Village  will  bo 
beautiful,  and  great  for  new  members.  Tht 
houses  are  going  to  be  ideal  for  our  chapter." 

Even  some  of  the  people  in  the  Greek  Lift 
office  are  excited  about  the  sorority  housing 
complex.  "I  definitely  think  it  will  have  ; 
positive  impact  on  the  community,"  said  Erii 
Rust,  Greek  Life  Manager.  "This  is  just  grea 
for  Southern  Miss.  It's  something  the  university 
needed,  and  as  a  recruiting  tool  I  think  it's  goinj 
to  do  wonders  for  the  school.  Women  who  an 
interested  in  sorority  life  will  know  that  they'l 
have  a  whole  new  experience  if  they  come  W 
Southern  Miss."  Story  by  Joseph  Ezell 
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This  sign  depicts  the 
completed  project  The 
grand  opening  is  set  for 
the  fall  of  2007 


:  through 
'  le  piles  of  wood  ond 
i  thesi  )ii  toki  i  sell 
guided  tour  of  one  of  the 
new  sorority  houses  Many 
sorority  members  eagerly 
await  the  completion  of  the 
houses  where  their  future 
residence  will  be 
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Placing  his  life  in  the  hands 
his  fraternity  brothers  a 
member  of  Phi  Tau  crowd 
surfs  during  a  performance 
by  Vanilla  Ice  TK 
rap  artist  put  on  a  concert 
at  the  Phi  Tau  house  on 
September  9  2006 
Photo  submitted  by  Phi 
Kappa  Tau  fraternity 

Taf  ing  advantage 
time  to  meet  new  people 
Forrest  Watson,  Gail 
Sims  Aaron  Kowalski 
and  Chastity  McLemore 
socialize  at  a  Alpha  Tau 
Omega  party  Costume 
parties  such  as  this  one 
are  common  occurences 
on  frat  row  Photo  by 
Jena  Saucer 


Snuggling  up  with  Country, 
members  of  Alpha  Tau 
Omega  fraternity  kick 
back  and  relax.  One  of 
ATO's  annual  themed 
parties  is  "Pajama  Night". 
Photo  by  Jena  Saucer 
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Some  of  the  most  memorable  moments 
on  campus  come  from  fraternity  row,  but 
contrary  to  popular  belief,  fraternities  are  not  all 
about  parties.  According  to  sophomore  Brennan 
Hancock  of  Pi  Kappa  Phi.  a  fraternity  is  more  like 
a  brotherhood  than  anything  else.  When  there 
are  problems  within  the  house,  everyone  tries 
their  best  to  correct  it.  and  the  fraternity  brothers 
provide  each  other  with  constant  support. 

One  of  the  hardest  things  to  do  when 
living  in  a  fraternity  house  is  balancing  school, 
work  and  activities.  During  pledge  week,  one 
must  not  only  keep  up  with  school  but  also  meet 
all  of  the  fraternity's  pledge  requirements.  "We 
become  closer  during  pledge  week."  Hancock 
said,  "because  we're  in  constant  contact,  so  we 
all  get  to  know  each  other  better." 

Pi  Kappa  Phi  is  a  relatively  new  part 
of  the  Southern  Miss  Greek  scene.  Founded  in 
1999,  it  continues  to  grow,  and  has  over  the 
last  few  years  become  one  of  the  more  popular 
fraternities  on  campus.  "We're  optimistic  about 


continued  growth."  Hancock  said. 

Along  with  many  school  activites, 
fraternities  are  involved  in  much  volunteer 
work.  Pi  Kappa  Phi  works  with  Push  America, 
an  organization  that  raises  money  for  children 
with  disabilities.  But  as  with  most  fraternities, 
daily  life  generally  consists  of  hanging  around 
the  fraternity  house,  doing  homework  and 
socializing  with  friends.  On  the  weekends 
the  fraternities  hold  parties  with  lots  of  good 
music  and  friends,  and  memories  that  will  last  a 
lifetime. 

"I  had  no  idea  what  was  involved  with 
frats  when  I  first  entered  the  house,"  Hancock 
said.  "But  now  I  believe  that  joining  a  fraternity 
is  the  best  thing  that's  ever  happened  to  me.  1 
really  want  to  communicate  to  everyone  how 
amazing  an  experience  it  has  been,  and  1  know 
that  the  friends  I've  made  on  fraternity  row  will 
be  there  long  alter  I've  graduated  from  Southern 
Miss."  Story  by  Tyler  Meador 
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Demonstrating  their 

swing-dancing  stills  Cory 
Phillips  and  his  date  mal  e 
r,  around  the 
dance  flooi  Kappa 
Fraternity  held  a  formal 
dance  partv  on  Fndoy 
October  10th 
Photo         by  Lauren 

McDougald 
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ALPHA  DELTA  PI 


Finding  a  seat  in  the 
shade,  Jayme  Thompson 
and  Melissa  Nid  catch 
up  on  the  latest  events 
Tailgating  was  a  frequent 
activity  that  the  lodies 
of  Alpha  Delta  Pi  did 
together  before  home 
games 
Photo 
Maloy 


Forming  their  sorority 
letters,  Jessica  Buckalew, 
Elizabeth  Bridges  and 
Andee  Kelly  take  pride 
in  their  sisterhood  The 
sisters  of  Alpha  Delta  Pi 
become  close  through 
sisterhood  retreats  swaps, 
and  chapter  meetings 
Photo  submitted  by  Alphc 
Delta  Pi 
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Getting  in  the  Christmas 
spirit  Jessica  Benigno 
Claudette  Gilman  Leslie 
Lawrence  and  Heather 
Leger  perform  their 
skit  for  Chi  Omega's 
Songfesf  The  ladies  of 
Alpha  Delta  Pi  spent 
many  hours  perfecting 
their  performance  for  the 
show 
Photo  by  Chris  Payne 


The  ladies  of  Alpha  Delta  Pi  have  a  proud 
past.  Established  in  1851,  Alpha  Delta  Pi  is  the 
oldest  secret  society  for  college  women.  Alpha 
Delta  Pi  has  established  a  reputation  as  the  First. 
Finest,  Forever,  and  they  have  continued  this 
tradition  into  the  present.  The  Eta  Zeta  chapter 
at  Southern  Miss  was  founded  over  twenty  years 
ago  on  the  principles  of  scholarship,  sisterhood, 
and  service. 

The  sisters  of  Alpha  Delta  Pi  are  true 

leaders  in  the  Southern  Miss  community.   With 

involvement  in  the  Honors  College.  Luckyday, 

1  Leadership  Scholar  program.  Residence  Life. 

Lambda  Sigma,  Southern  Style,  GEWW  Crew, 


Southern  Misses,  Dixie  Darlings,  and  numerous 
other  campus  organizations,  the  sisters  of  Alpha 
Delta  Pi  have  proven  themselves  to  be  dedicated 
scholars  and  leaders.  As  the  first  sorority  to 
adopt  a  national  philanthropy,  Alpha  Delta  Pi 
also  believes  in  giving  back  to  their  community. 
In  2007.  Alpha  Delta  Pi  held  their  annual  Lion's 
Share  Challenge  Dodge  Ball  tournament  to  aid 
the  Ronald  McDonald  House  as  well  as  making 
several  service  trips  to  the  Ronald  McDonald 
Houses  in  Jackson.  Mobile,  and  New  Orleans. 

Amongst  all  of  their  hard  work.  Alpha  Delta 
Pi  sisters  also  found  time  to  have  fun.  From  their 
traditional  Mallard  Ball  date  party  and  Black 


Leading  her  sorority  in 
cheers  Alyse  Stephens 
helps  to  pass  the  time 
before  the  Miss  Varsity 
pageant  starts  The  Alpha 
Delta  Pi's  came  out  to 
show  their  support  for  the 
annual  womanless  beauty 

I   ;i   V  \<    i  1!  '' 

Photo  by  Rachel 

Underwood 


Diamond  Ball  to  a  Christmas  Semi-formal  and 
Grab- A-Date  and  Skate  party,  the  ladies  of  Alpha 
Delia  Pi  created  memories  to  last  a  lifetime.  The 
sisterhood  bond  of  Alpha  Delta  Pi  is  not  |iisi  a 
college  activity  -  it  is  a  lifelong  commitment  o\ 
love,  respect,  and  sisterhood.  Their  motto  "We 
live  for  each  other"  full}  expresses  the  love  and 
respect  the  ladies  o\'  Alpha  Delta  Pi  have  lor 
each  other  as  sisters  and  friends. 
Story  Submitted  by  Elizabeth  Bridges 
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The  ladies  of  Alpha  Kappa 
Alpha  demonstrate  their 
synchronization  abilities 
at  the  hop  contest  in  front 
of  the  Hub  The  sorority 
participates  in  numerous 
hop  contests  and  step 
shows  annually 
Photo  by  Christopher 
Bostick 

Alpha  Kappa  Alpha  Sorority,  Inc.,  became 
America's  first  Greek  Letter  organization 
established  by  black  women  on  January  15, 
1908.  The  legacy  of  Alpha  Kappa  Alpha  became 
a  part  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
on  April  12,  1975,  when  the  Iota  Kappa  chapter 
was  formed. 

As  the  first  and  only  National  Pan-Hellenic 
Organization  to  live  in  Wilbur  Hall,  the  Iota 
Kappa  chapter  strives  toward  excellence  in  the 
community  as  well.  These  ladies  continue  to 
implement  numerous  community  and  campus 
activities,  special  projects,  and  events.  The  main 


Making  sure  the  kids  at 
Alpha  Phi  Alpha's  Kids 
Carnival  are  having  a 
good  time  Joanna  Harris 
instructs  them  in  the  rules 
of  a  game.  Alpha  kappa 
Alpha  participated  in 
many  service  proiects  this 
year  to  enhance  their 
community  involvment 

Photo  bv  Elliot  Freeman 


focus  of  the  ladies  of  Iota  Kappa  is  to  be  "supreme 
in  service  to  all  mankind"  and  to  emphasize  the 
sorority's  five  platforms  which  include:  the 
non-traditional  entrepreneur,  economic  keys  to 
success,  economic  growth  of  the  Black  family, 
economic  educational  advancement  through 
technology,  and  health  resource  management 
and  economics. 

The  ladies  of  Iota  Kappa  promote 
education  by  issuing  an  annual  scholarship 
to  a  freshman  African-American  female,  and 
African-American  males  who  possess  strong 
leadership  qualities  recognized  in  the  chapter's 


annual  Mr.  Esquire  pageant.  The  ladies  of  this 
sorority  also  provide  service  to  the  community 
by  participating  in  service  projects,  such  as,  the 
Martin  Luther  King.  Jr.  Day  of  Service. 

As  the  illustrious  ladies  of  this  sorority 
quickly  approach  100  years  of  service  they 
strongly  live  by  their  motto  "By  culture  and 
merit,"  possessing  the  spirit  of  sisterhood  and 
providing  service  to  everyone  in  their  path 
Story  Submitted  by  Jessica  Prude 
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CHI  OMEGA 


Photo  Submitted  by  Chi  Omega 
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All  dressed  up  with  plenty 
of  places  to  go  the  Chi 
Omegas  get  into  the 
Halloween  spirit  The  girls 
jump  at  any  opportunity 
to  spend  time  together 
including  holidays 
Photo  submitted  by  Chi 
Omega 


Shouting  so  that  the 
entire  room  can  hear 
the  Chi  Omegas  chant 
their  traditional  sorority 
cheers  at  the  Miss 
Varsity  pageant  The  girls 
are  never  afraid  to  be 
heard  when  it  comes  to 
supporting  their  sisterhood 
Photo  by  Rachel 

Underwood 


On  April  5,  1895,  a  small  band  of 
young  women,  with  the  help  of  a  local  dentist, 
established  symbolism,  strength,  and  sisterhood 
that  today  binds  together  over  300,000  women 
from  more  than  170  campuses.  Chi  Omega 
is  a  place  to  make  countless  memories,  build 
confident  women  and  be  a  classic  Chi  Omega 
lady. 

On  April  23,  1949.  the  Epsilon  Delta 
Chapter  of  Chi  Omega  was  the  first  chapter 
established  on  Southern  Miss's  campus.  From 
the  beginning,  the  ladies  of  Chi  Omega  have 


stood  for  six  purposes:  scholarship,  community 
service,  sisterhood  and  personal  career 
development,  friendship,  and  social  and  campus 
involvement.  It  is  evident  that  Chi  Omega 
is  building  a  strong  and  prominent  legacy  at 
Southern  Miss. 

Aside  from  all  of  the  activities  on 
campus,  throughout  the  school  year  Chi  Omegas 
are  found  actively  raising  funds  for  the  Make- 
A-Wish  Foundation.  This  notable  organization 
allows  terminally  ill  children  the  opportunity  to 
have  a  special  wish  granted.  This  is  the  longest 


philanthropy  event  that  has  been  established  and 
held  on  Southern  Miss's  campus.  This  past  year 
Chi  Omega  hosted  its  55"'  Annual  Songfest  and 
raised  $2 1 ,200  for  their  philanthropy. 

A  legacy  is  something  handed  down  or 
continued  from  generations.  In  generations  to 
come,  women  will  have  a  chance  to  know  the 
secrets  and  memories  of  being  a  Chi  Omega. 
Through  love,  friendship  and  developing  one's 
best  self.  Chi  Omega  Fraternity  continues  to 
leave  a  legacy  of  excellence. 
Story  Submitted  by  Hannah  Pittman 
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Performing  their  number  at 
Chi  Omega's  philanthropy 
event  the  ladies  of  Delta 
Delta  Delta  sing  their 
version  of  "Santa  Baby" 
The  selection  of  songs 
required  many  hours  of 
practice  before  they 
were  performed  in  front 
of  the  crowd  at  Songfest 
Photo  by  Chris  Payne 


Ever  since  its  founding  in  1888, 
Tri  Delta  has  provided  a  perpetual  bond  of 
friendship  between  sisters  at  many  different 
colleges  and  universities.  At  Southern 
Miss,  this  bond  is  apparent  in  every  aspect 
of  Tri  Delta's  campus  involvement.  These 
ladies  are  active  in  virtually  every  aspect  of 
student  life.  From  winning  homecoming, 
participating  in  philanthropic  events,  and 


raising  thousands  of  dollars  for  St.  Jude's  involved  in  a  variety  of  different  activities, 

Children's  Cancer  Research  Hospital,  the  it    is   sisterhood   that   ties   them   together. 

Tri  Deltas  are  always  exhibiting  the  highest  From  lunch  in  the  commons  to  sisterhood 

standards.  They  can  also  be  found  serving  retreats,  the  Tri-Deltas  share  memories  that 

on  numerous  SGA  and  other  committees,  will  last  a  lifetime, 

dancing  at  basketball  and  football  games.  Story  Submitted  by  Amber  Schaffer 
and  volunteering  throughout  the  Hattiesburg 
community. 

Although     these     girls     are     actively 
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Photo  Submitted  by  Delta  Delta  Delta 


_heering  for  the  new 
(■members  as  they  rush  up 
he  stairs  of  Panhellenic 
"he  Tri  Deltas  welcome  the 
lew  girls  Recruitment  was 
3  long  week  during  which 
ough  decisions  had  to  be 
Tiade  but  it  was  all  worth 
t  when  Bid  Day  arrived 
°hoto  Submitted  by  Delta 
Delta  Delta 
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Eagerly  awaiting  the 
revelation  of  their  new  little 
sisters  Heather  Goldman 
Laura  McGarrh  Hannah 
LaFontame  Randi  Shamp 
Tiffany  SI  rmetti  and 
Bethany  Kent  stand  ready 
in  costume  Each  year  the 
active  members  are  paired 
.-.  ith  a  new  member  to  act 
OS  their  mentor 
Photo  Submitted  by  Delta 
Delta  Delta 
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Right  Ta^  ing  a  moment  out 
of  the  gameday  e-atment 
Amanda  Newman  and 
Meghan  Holiday  proudly 
form  their  sorority  letters 
at  the  Delta  Gamma 
tailgating  tent  before  the 
Homecoming  game  The 
members  of  the  sorority 
set  up  a  tent  before  each 
game  where  friends  and 
family  could  come  to 
enpy  food  and  socialize 
before  I  id  off 
Photo  Submitted  by  Delta 
Gamma 
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Left  Laughing  to  themselves 
as  they  entertain  the 
crowd  at  Chi  Omega's 
Songfest  Delta  Gamma 
perform  the  number 
they  had  spent  many 
weeks  perfecting  Delta 
Gamma  participates  in 
a  number  of  philanthropy 
events  throughout  the 
year  including  their  own 
"Anchor  Splash"  held  in 
February 
Photo  by  Chris  Payne 


Below  After  volunteering 
at  the  Family  Ed  Center 
Laura  Messer  Christina 
Hughes  Erin  Gilbert 
Anna  Smith  and  \  atie 
Anthony  show  off  their 
colorful  creations  with  the 
children  Volunteer  work 
gives  the  ladies  of  Delta 
Gamma  an  opportunity  to 
reach  out  to  others  in  the 
community  of  Hattiesburg 
Photo  Submitted  by  Delta 
Gamma 


Southern  Miss  has  been  the  home  of  the 
Delta  Pi  chapter  of  Delta  Gamma  since  L971. 
The  ladies  of  Dee  Gee  have  continued  to  stay 
rue  to  their  founding  principle  to  "Do  Good" 
A/ith  every  endeavor  at  Southern  Miss. 

At  the  heart  of  Delta  Gamma  lies  philanthropic 
service.  Delta  Pi  advocates  service  with  the 
:ommunity  as  well  as  through  Greek  Life  at 
;very  opportunity  with  earnest  compassion. 
Delta  Gamma's  self-founded  philanthropy 
'Service  for  Sight"  is  maintained  with  such 
svents  as  the  annual  "Anchor  Splash."  The  fun- 
illed  events  are  wholly  successful  thanks  to  the 
enthusiastic  support  the  philanthropy  recieves 
■ach  year. 


Embracing  the  diversity  of  the  human 
character,  the  ladies  can  be  found  participating 
in  every  organization  and  event  on  campus. 
Some  of  these  include  Student  Government 
Association.  Southern  Style.  Collegiate 
Panhellenic  Council  Executive  Council.  Dixie 
Darlings.  The  Pride  Marching  Band,  honor 
socities,  intramural  sports,  and  numerous  other 
university  activities. 

The  Delta  Gammas  strive  to  maintain  high 
academics,  and  to  continue  to  be  the  recipients 
of  the  Aubrey  K.  Lucas  Scholastic  Award.  The 
ladies  also  find  time  to  have  fun  with  events 
such  as  swaps,  parties,  movie  nights,  retreats, 
and  the  annual  Anchor  Ball. 


The  foundation  of  the  home  that  Delta 
Gamma  offers  its  members  is  sisterhood.  The 
joy  that  its  unique  ami  distinguishable  sisterhood 
offers  is  the  common  thread  found  within  ever) 
Dee  Gee.  They  remember  the  importance  of 
creating  an  environment  where  sisters  form 
lasting  friendships  and  experiences  that  create  a 
deeper  love  and  consideration  for  others.  They 
continue  to  enhance  each  others"  lives  while 
having  a  positive  and  respectful  impact  on  those 
around  them.  The  distinct  and  unbreakable 
bonds  of  a  Delta  Gamma  sister  are  carried  for  a 
lifetime.  Story  Submitted  by  Anna  Smith 
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Proudly  representing 

their  sorority  at  the 
Organization  Fair, 

Lacambrise  Burgess, 

Cassaundra  Hearn  and 
Alisha  Gibson  hold  up 
their  letters  in  front  of  their 
photo  board  The  sorority 
puts  this  board  together  to 
give  potential  members  an 
idea  of  the  activities  Delta 
Sigma  Theta  is  involved  in 
Photo  Submitted  by  Delta 
Sigma  Theta 


Serving  food  ot  Christian 
Services,  Jillian  Harper 
JySyria  Selmon  Savannah 
Funches  and  Bridgette 
Hudson  lend  a  helping 
hand  to  the  community. 
Service  pro|ects  are  an 
integral  part  of  Delta 
Sigma  Theta's  mission. 
Photo  Submitted  by  Delta 
Sigma  Theta 


It  was  best  said  by  Mary  McCleod-Bethune, 
a  notable  Delta  Sigma  Theta.  that,  "A  Delta 
girl  is  one  who  has  been  given  the  opportunity 
of  education  and  broad  development.  She  is 
one  who  has  enjoyed  the  privileges  of  culture 
and  selected  environment.  It  is  pleasing  to  a 
heartfelt  depth  to  see  her  not  as  self-centered, 
not  desirous  of  selfish  power,  not  wanting  the 
plaudits  of  people,  not  wanting  glory— but  with 
a  purpose  which  directs  her  activities  and  all  that 
she  may  control  toward  lifting  somebody  else." 
These  are  the  qualities  of  the 
"Devastating  Divas"  of  Delta  Sigma  Theta. 

Founded  on  January  13,  1913,  Delta 
Sigma  Theta  Sorority,  Inc.  is  a  private,  non- 
profit organization  whose  purpose  is  to  provide 
assistance    and    support    through    established 


programs  in  local  communities  throughout 
the  world.  A  sisterhood  of  more  than  200,000 
predominately  black  college  educated  women, 
the  sorority  currently  has  over  900  chapters 
located  in  the  United  States,  England,  Japan 
(Tokyo  and  Okinawa),  Germany,  the  Virgin 
Islands,  Bermuda,  the  Bahamas  and  the  Republic 
of  Korea.  The  major  programs  of  the  sorority 
are  based  on  the  organization's  Five  Point 
Thrust  of:  economic  development,  educational 
development,  international  awareness  and 
involvement,  physical  and  mental  health,  and 
political  awareness  and  involvement. 

The  Mu  Nu  Chapter  of  Delta  Sigma  Theta 
Sorority,  Inc.  was  admirably  conceived  July 
27,  1975  on  the  Southern  Miss  campus.  Since 
their  charter,  the  ladies  of  Delta  Sigma  Theta 


have    upheld   their   principles   of  scholarship] 
sisterhood,  and  service  by  raising  the  bar  througll 
philanthropic    events,    academic    achievement] 
and  campus  leadership.  It  is  an  honor  amongs 
the  sorority  to  declare  that  for  the  past  foul 
consecutive   years,   Miss   Southern   Miss   ami 
several  Who's  Who  Among  American  College 
&  Universities  recipients,  along  with  Best  Citizeil 
and  Southern  Miss  Hall  of  Fame  inductees,  hav 
been  members  of  this  dynamic  sisterhood.  Let 
by   the   sorority's   motto,  "Intelligence  is  th( 
torch  of  wisdom,"  the  members  of  Delta  Sigm 
Theta  continue  to  pave  the  way  in  every  aspect I 
through  Christian  principles,  undying  faith,  anj 
inevitable  love  for  all. 
Story  Submitted  by  Takymmea  Clayton 
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Photo  Submitted  by  Kappa  Alpha  Theta 


Sporting   their   new   shirts 

Sara      Malmberg       Lisa 

Wentzell  Coieena  Wolfe 

Lauren       Harmon        and 

Knsten  Jennings  are  ready 

for  their  date  party  Parties 
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Preparing  for  their  nev\  | 
member  retreat  the  I 
Kappa  Alpha  Theta" 
take  a  moment  to  rela;  !| 
before  the  busy  da\  I 
begins.  Sisterhood  retreat: :[ 
provide  an  opportunity  I 
for  the  sisters  to  gain  c  j 
deeper  relationship  witf  I 
one  another 

Photo       Submitted       b; 
Kappa  Alpha  Theta 
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Waiting  for  their  cue 
from  one  of  their  sisters 
Coleena  Wolfe  Danielle 
Ely.  Dorian  Randall  and 
Sara  Malmberg  stare 
into  the  spotlights  from 
the  stage  of  Chi  Omega's 
Songfest  The  girl's  outfits 
reilected  their  winter 
spirit 
Photo  by  Chris  Payne 
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The  ladies  of  Kappa  Alpha  Theta  are 
quickly  and  enthusiastically  approaching 
their  ten  year  anniversary  at  Southern  Miss. 
Founded  locally  on  August  14,  1998,  the  Zeta 
Psi  chapter  has  continued  to  make  its  mark 
on  campus.  For  two  years  in  a  row,  Theta 
has  won  first  place  in  the  "Paint  the  Campus 
Pink"  contest,  which  promotes  breast  cancer 
awareness.  In  the  fall  of  2006,  their  flag 
football  team  won  its  division  championship. 
■  They  also  won  third  place  for  Greek  Week. 

Each  year,  Theta  hosts  "Kicks  for  CAS  A," 
| a  kickball  tournament  held  to  raise  money 


Supporting  the  Golden 
Eagles  Anna  Brannin  Sara 
Lowrey,  and  Laura  Bullocl 
huddle  up  at  the  Black 
Out  game  Kappa  Alpha 
Thetas  could  commonly 
be  spotted  in  the  stands 
at  Southern  Miss  football 
games 

Photo  Submitted  by 
Kappa  Alpha  Theta 


for  Theta's  national  philanthropy.  Court 
Appointed  Special  Advocates  (CASA). 
They  participate  in  monthly  service  projects 
as  a  chapter  to  give  back  to  the  Hattiesburg 
community.  The  ladies  of  Theta  also  enjoy 
holding  frequent  sisterhood  events.  Whether 
it's  watching  a  movie  in  the  chapter  room 
or  going  on  an  overnight  camping  trip,  the 
Thetas  love  spending  time  together.  Kappa 
Alpha  Theta  truly  is  a  home  away  from  home. 
Story  Submitted  by  Anna  Brannin 
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Dressed  as  Santa's 
little  helpers  Lauren 
Anderson  Emily  Zelenka 
and  Lindsey  Sparks  flash 
their  biggest  smiles  during 
their  performance  at 
Chi  Omega's  Songfest 
The  Kappa  Delta's  took 
home  third  place  from  the 
event 
Photo  by  Chris  Payne 


The  Kappa  Delta  motto  is  Ta  Kala  Diokomen, 
which  means  "Let  us  strive  for  that  which  is 
honorable,  beautiful,  and  highest."  The  ladies  of 
Kappa  Delta  take  this  motto  to  heart  and  strive 
for  the  best  in  everything  they  do.  Kappa  Deltas 
are  seen  everywhere  on  campus  with  members 
involved  in  every  organization  such  as  Southern 
Style,  Dixie  Darlings,  Cheerleaders,  Eagle 
Ambassadors,  and  honor  societies  just  to  name 
a  few.  This  year,  the  Kay  Dees  were  the  Overall 
Homecoming  Winners  having  the  Homecoming 
Queen  and  Sophomore  Homecoming  Maid  both 
being  members  of  Kappa  Delta.  Kappa  Delta 
also  won  the  Overall  Intramural  Award  for 
Greek  organizations. 

Contributing  time  and  service  to  the 
community  is  something  that  Kappa  Delta 
takes  pride  in  and  holds  dear  to  heart.  In  fact, 
the  Beta  Sigma  chapter  of  Kay  Dee  here  at 
Southern  Miss  was  ranked  as  one  of  the  most 


successful  chapters  nationally  with  regard  to 
philanthropies  by  National  Kappa  Delta.  The 
Kay  Dees  also  won  the  Overall  Philanthropy  and 
Public  Relations  Award  at  the  Greek  Banquet 
this  year  for  their  involvement  in  serving  the 
community  both  on  and  off  campus.  These 
awards  are  highly  deserved  when  we  looking 
at  what  Kappa  Delta  involves  itself  in  such  as 
adopting  a  local  Hattiesburg  Girl  Scout  troop 
as  one  of  its  philanthropic  endeavors.  Kappa 
Delta  also  participates  in  every  other  Greek 
philanthropy  and  last  year  was  privileged  to  win 
Delta  Gamma's  Anchorsplash,  Pi  Kap\s  Push 
America,  Tri  Delta's  Fiats  at  Bat,  and  Pike's 
Powderpuff. 

Kappa  Delta  is  very  proud  of  all  of  their 
accomplishments  and  strong  sisterhood  that  we 
share.  The  Kay  Dees  look  forward  to  all  of  the 
opportunities  in  the  year  ahead. 
Story  Submitted  by  Brittany  Barkley 
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Photo  Submitted  by  Phi  Mu 
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Casting  light  on  their 
Moat  as  the  sunlight 
fades.  Lindsey  Buley,  Kati 
Lavvorn  and  Katie  Eley 
decide  which  areas  need 
some  touching  up  The  girls 
worked  well  into  the  night 
on  completing  their  float 
for  Homecoming  weef 
Photo  by  Chris  Payne 


Gathering  around  the 
microphone,  the  ladies 
of  Phi  Mu  serenade  the 
crowd  at  Chi  Omega's 
Songfest  Phi  Mu  tool 
advantage  of  every 
opportunity  to  participate 
in  Greek  philanthropy 
events 
Photo  by  Chris  Payne 


Cheering  their  team  on 
at  Kappa  Alpha  Theta's 
Kicks  for  Casa  members 
of  Phi  AAu  check  out 
the  competition  Phi  Mu 
participates  in  many 
of  the  other  Greet 
philanthropies  throughout 
the  year 
Photo  by  Chris  Payne 


Since  the  organization  was  originally 
founded  at  Wesleyan  College  in  Macon.  Georgia 
in  1852,  Phi  Mu  Fraternity  has  been  dedicated  to 
spreading  the  ideals  of  Love,  Honor,  and  Truth 
for  over  1 50  years.  The  Alpha  ( )micron  Chapter 
of  Phi  Mu  was  founded  at  Southern  Miss  in  1954 
and  ever  since  has  been  devoted  to  propelling 
these  ideals  into  the  community  through  their 
works  of  philanthropy. 

"To  lend  to  those  less  fortunate  a  helping 
hand."  This  phrase  begins  the  open  creed  of 
Phi  Mu.  Each  year.  Phi  Mu  sponsors  a  "Men 
of  the  Year"  calendar  which  features  twelve  of 
Southern  Miss's  young  men.  Money  raised  by 
selling  these  calendars  supports  the  Children's 
Miracle  Network,  an  organization  created  to  aid 
children  who  are  faced  with  serious  illnesses. 
"Being  steadfast  in  ever)'  duty,  small  or  large." 
Continuing  to  live  in  Phi  Mil's  creed,  the  women 
of  Phi  Mu  have  participated  in  the  philanthropy 
events  of  all  Greek  organizations,  whether  they 
are  small  or  large.  Phi  Mu  ladies  have  helped 
to  raise  money  by  competing  in  and  winning 
Kappa  Sigma's  Margaritaville.  Alpha  Delta  Pi's 
Dodgeball  Tournament,  Chi  Omega's  Songfest. 
and  Kappa  Alpha  Theta's  Kicks  for  Casa. 

"Being  honorable,  courteous,  and  tender..." 
Phi  Mu  women  can  be  spotted  on  campus  by  their 
warm  smiles,  ample  laughter,  and  contagious 
friendly  attitudes  "...thus  keeping  Hue  to  the 
meaning,  spirit,  and  reality  of  Phi  Mu."  Story 
Submitted  by  Rachel  Mullen 

Anticipating  the  start  of 
the  parade  the  ladies  of 
Phi  Mu  board  their  trud 
before  the  Homecoming 
parade  Much  time  and 
effort  was  spent  painting 
and  designing  signs  for  the 
big  day  Photo  Submitted 
byPhiMu 
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Excited  to  have  received 
their  new  little  sisters  the 
active  members  of  Pi  Beta 
Phi  take  new  girls  under 
their  wings.  The  active 
members  are  given  little 
sisters  to  act  as  mentors 
for  each  year  Photo 
Submitted  by  Pi  Beta  Phi 


Entertaining  fellow  Greek 
members  at  Chi  Omega's 
Songfest.  the  ladies  of  Pi 
Beta  Phi  fill  the  air  with 
Christmas  carols.  The 
performance  usually  takes 
hours  of  rehearsal  to 
achieve  perfection 
Photo  by  Chris  Payne 


The  ladies  of  the  Mississippi  Alpha  chapter 
of  Pi  Beta  Phi  have  been  proud  to  call  Southern 
Miss  home  since  1961.  Throughout  the  years, 
the  chapter  has  cherished  many  traditions  as  well 
as  created  some  of  their  own.  Nevertheless,  the 
women  of  Pi  Phi  have  remained  rooted  in  the 
values  of  which  they  were  founded  on.  One 
of  which,  philanthropic  service  to  others,  is 
exemplified  in  their  promotion  of  literacy  at  local 
elementary  schools  in  which  members  conduct 
incentive-based  programs  for  the  students  to 
encourage  a  life-long  love  of  reading.  The  Pi 
Phis  also  raise  money  through  Arrowspike,  their 
annual  philanthropic  project,  for  the  Arrowmont 
School  of  Arts  and  Crafts.  Members  are  also 
given  an  opportunity  to  visit  the  school  during 
their  yearly  winter  trip  to  Gatlinburg,  Tennesse, 


among    other   fun    activities    such    as    skiing, 
sightseeing,  and  sisterly  bonding. 

During  the  year,  members  are  involved  in 
various  chapter-sponsored  programs,  varying 
from  promoting  good  study  habits,  to  health 
awareness,  to  cultural  enrichment.  Of  course  the 
year  would  not  be  complete  without  a  little  fun 
and  the  Pi  Phis  always  have  great  times  at  their 
date  parties,  swaps,  Beau  and  Arrow  formal,  and 
sisterhood  events.  It  is  certain  that  as  Pi  Beta 
Phi  has  enriched  the  lives  of  so  many  women  in 
the  past  here  at  Southern  Miss,  it  will  continue 
to  do  so  for  many  years  to  come. 
Story  Submitted  by  Pi  Beta  Phi 
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Crowding  into  o  phone 
booth  the  Pi  Beto  Phi's 
test  its  limits.  The  sisters 
grow  close  throughout 
the  year  through  various 
activities  such  as  this 
winter  trip  to  Gatlmburg 
Photo  Submitted  by  Pi 
Beta  Phi 
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Sigma  Gamma  Rho  Sorority,  Inc.  was 
organized  on  November  12.  1922,  at  Butler 
University  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana  by  seven 
schoolteachers.  Since  1922,  over  500  chapters 
liave  been  established  across  the  United 
States,  Bermuda,  the  Virgin  Islands,  Korea, 
the  Bahamas,  and  Germany.  The  Eta  Tau 
:hapter  of  Sigma  Gamma  Rho  was  founded  in 
1975  by  20  motivated  young  ladies  at  Southern 
Miss. 


Sigma  Gamma  Rho  offers  its  members 
many  opportunities  to  develop  unique  talents 
through  leadership  roles,  philanthropy,  and  other 
sorority  activities.  Sigma  women  are  dedicated 
to  helping  one  another  and  the  community.  Our 
commitment  to  dedication  is  reflected  within 
many  of  their  philanthropy  projects  which 
include:  Operation  Big  Book  Bag,  Project  Wee 
Savers,  Program  for  Africa,  Mwanamugume 
Essay  writing  contest.  Habitat   lor  Humanity, 


Gathering  together 

Jennifer  Corley  Tiffany 
Pate  Desiree  Sartan 
and  Angel  Addison  help 
themselves  to  freshly 
coof  ed  food  at  the  NPHC 
coof  -off  The  members  of 
Sigma  Gamma  Pho  are 
active  in  many  NPHC 
events 


National  Education  Fund,  Project  Reassurance, 
and  Sigma  Youth  Symposium. 

Sigma  Gamma  Rho's  commitment  to 
service  is  expressed  in  its  slogan,  '"Greater 
Service,  Greater  Progress.'"  After  S4  years  o\ 
dedicated  community  service,  education,  and 
leadership,  the  ladies  o\'  Sigma  Gamma  Rho 
continue  to  uphold  the  tradition  and  expectations 
of  its  seven  founders. 
Story  Submitted  by  Tiffany  Pate 
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Demonstrating  the 

disappearing  trid 

Josh  Johnson  and  Troy 
McCormick  Jr  of  Alpha 
Phi  Alpha  entertain  the 
children  in  attendance  at 
their  Kids  Carnival  This  is 
only  one  event  of  many 
during  Alpha  Phi  Alpha's 
Mandigo  Fest  a  week 
of  service  and  activities 
Photo  by  Elliot  Freeman 


Taking  pride  in  their 
fraternity  Keith  Lampkm 
Marlon  Andrews  End 
McGee  and  Troy 
McCormick  Jr  perform 
at  the  hop  contest  Hop 
contests  are  commonly 
held  on  campus  throughout 
the  year  where  spectators 
gather  to  watch  the 
exciting  performances 
Photo  by  Christopher 
"i,  >\/i,  / 


The  Mli  Xi  chapter  of  Alpha  Phi  Alpha  was 
officially  chartered  at  Southern  Miss  in  1982, 
and  has  since  earned  many  awards  including 
State  Chapter  of  the  Year  and  the  "Points  of 
Light"  award. 

The  awards  bestowed  on  the  group  directly 
reflect  their  enormous  effort  to  positively 
influence  the  world  around  them.  The  fraternity 
has  established  national  initiatives  to  increase 
political  empowerment,  to  support  the  March 
of  Dimes  Birth  Defect  Foundation,  and  to 
empower   African    Americans    to   complete    a 


secondary  education.  These  large  scale  efforts 
are  combined  with  local  philanthropies  to 
develop  a  holistic  method  of  making  a  difference 
in  the  community  as  well  as  in  the  world.  Some 
of  Alpha  Phi  Alpha's  philanthropies  are  the 
Miss  Black  &  Gold  Scholarship  Pageant  and 
Mandigo  Fest,  a  week  long  series  of  service  and 
social  events  for  the  community. 

The  main  focus  of  the  group  is  service 
as  is  evidenced  by  their  long  list  of  service- 
based  activities,  but  this  is  not  the  only  aspect 
of  the  organization  that  makes  them  stand  out. 


Alpha  Phi  Alpha  was  founded  in  1906  to  be  a 
Greek  organization  for  African  Americans  and 
has  since  helped  promote  voter  education  and 
other  previously  biased  institutions.  Alpha 
Phi  Alpha  is  dedicated  to  making  the  world  a 
better  place  and  ensuring  the  equality  of  all  the 
world's  constituent  members.  The  motto  of  the 
group:  "manly  deeds,  scholarship  and  love  for 
all  mankind"  clearly  relates  the  commitment  to 
equality  the  members  of  the  organization  share. 
Story  Submitted  by  Troy  McCormick 
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Tal  mg  a  moment  out  of 
their  night  full  of  shocfs  ond 
scares  Brian  Bosworth  Aaron 
Kowalski  Sean  Martin  Jeff 
Szuch  James  Bunk  Andrew 
Messina,  and  Sean  Cronin  put 
down  their  props  for  a  picture 
The  ATO  Haunted  House  is  an 
annual  fundraiser  put  on  by  the 
fraternity  to  raise  money  for 
Habitat  for  Humanity 
Photo  by  Franklin  Williams 


Darting  towards  fraternity 
row  the  boys  race  to  be 
the  first  ones  to  the  front 
yard,  where  active  members 
await  the  arrival  of  the  new 
members  Bid  day  was  an 
all-day  event  featuring  mud- 
wrestling  and  swimming 
during  the  day  and  band 
parties  at  night 
Photo  by  Rachel  Underwood 


1949. 

ATO  is  very  active  in  on-campus  service 
projects  and  sponsors  two  major  projects  a  year 
to  benefit  Habitat  for  Humanity.  These  projects 
are  the  annual  ATO  Haunted  House  in  the  fall 


The  Southern  Miss  Epsilon  Upsilon  Chapter  evidenced  by  their  motto  "with  a  bond  as  strong 
of  Alpha  Tau  Omega  was  founded  nationally  as  right  itself."  This  heightened  sense  of  unity 
in  1865,  and  was  chartered  at  the  university  in      has  become  a  strength  of  ATO  that  has  led  theii 

victory  in  numerous  competitions.  The  Epsilon 
Upsilon  chapter  has  won  eight  consecutive  Merit 
Bowl  Awards,  an  award  based  on  philanthropy. 
They  have  also  won  other  competitions  in  public 
relations  and  community  service  that  are  only 


r 


and  the  ATO  Crawfish  Boil  in  the  spring.  The  given  to  a  handful  of  chapters, 
organization's  Haunted   House   is   in   its    13th  Based    on    their    unity    and    outstanding 

year   and   raises   around   $12,000   annually    in  contributions    to    the    Habitat    for    Humanity 

addition  to  the  $50,000  raised  annually  by  the  fund.  ATO  is  a  fraternity  with  a  clear  vision 

crawfish  boil,  which  is  in  its  22nd  year.  The  of  excellence  that  paves  the  way  for  future 

long-standing  traditions  of  service  by  ATO  have  accomplishments  in  state  as  well  as  national 

raised  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  in  funds  competitions  and  portrays  the  commitment  ol 

for  Habitat  for  Humanity,  a  national  program  each  member  to  the  service  of  the  community, 

aimed  at  ending  homelessness.  Story  Submitted  by  George  Napier 

In   addition    to    service,    the    organization 
strives  for  a  strong  sense  of  unity  which   is 
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Photo  Submitted  by  Alpha  Tau  Omega 


iving  the  "thug 
3eorge  Napier.  Whit 
V\eeks,  Mike  Hernngton 
3nd  Gray  Weinacker 
jear  up  for  a  long  night 
The  'Yo  Chain  Hang  Low' 
wap  with  Chi  Omega 
vas  an  awesome  party," 
aid  Napier  laughing 
Dhoto  Submitted  by  Alpha 
Tau  Omega 


Sporting  the  most  random 
costumes  they  could  put 
together  I  evin  Silva  and 
George  Napier  celebrate 
at  the  New  Year's  Eve 
swap  with  Delta  Delta 
Delta  sorority  The  ATOs 
are  always  prepared 
to  dress  up  for  costume 
parties 

Photo  Submitted  by  Alpha 
Tau  Omega 
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Showing  off  his  instrumental 
talent  Michael  Sellers 
plays  the  drum  alongside 
the  Bid  Day  band  lead 
singer  Bid  Day  concludes 
with  band  parties  down 
fraternity  row 
Photo  Submitted  by  Delta 
Tau  Delta 


In  the  year  1858  at  Bethany  College, 
Delta  Tau  Delta's  story  began  with  eight  men 
dedicated  to  truth  and  integrity.  In  the  years 
since,  generations  of  loyal  Delts  have  walked  in 
their  footsteps.  The  men  of  Delta  Tau  Delta  at 
Southern  Miss  celebrate  this  legacy  and  continue 
to  make  strides  for  self-betterment. 

Academics,      community      service      and 


philanthropy  are  just  a  few  of  Delta  Tau  Delta's 
points  of  excellence.  Although  their  national 
philanthropy  is  Adopt-A-School,  the  fraternity 
locally  hosts  the  Cystic  Fibrosis  Sports 
challenge.  This  was  created  in  dedication  to 
their  first  chapter  president,  Stephen  Richards, 
who  suffers  from  Cystic  Fibrosis. 

The  ties  of  brotherhood  are  deep  and  this 


Photo  Submitted  by  Delta  Tau  Delh 

can  be  seen  through  the  many  social  function 
held  throughout  the  year.  Some  of  their  annuc 
events  include  Night  of  the  Living  Delt,  S 
Valentine's  Day  Massacre,  Super  Bowl  Part} 
Christmas  Formal,  and  many  brotherhoo 
retreats.  Each  member  holds  brotherhood  as  th 
most  sacred  part  of  being  a  Delt. 
Story  Submitted  by  Nicholas  Kade 
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Gathering  under  the  Delto 
Tau  Delto  tent  members 
and  friends  await  the  start 
of  a  Golden  Eagle  home 
game  The  members  set  up 
a  tent  before  each  game 
Photo  Submitted  by  Delta 
Tau  Delta 
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Meeting  up  at  the 
Fraternity/Sorority 
Sweetheart  Regional 

in  Gainesville,  Florida 
fraternity  members  grab  a 
bite  to  eat  and  take  some 
time  to  socialize  before 
heading  over  to  The  Rock 
for  the  game  Tailgating  is 
only  one  of  many  activities 
that  the  lota  Phi  Theta's 
engage  in 

Photo  Submitted  by  lota 
Phi  Thefo 


Decked  out  in  their 
fraternity  colors  the 
members  of  lota  Phi  Theta 
step  in  line  as  the  crowd 
watches  their  every  move 
The  fraternity  participates 
in  several  hop  contests  and 
step  shows  throughout  the 
year  Photo  by  Christopher 
Bostick 


"'Building  a  Tradition,  Not  Resting  Upon 
One"  is  more  than  just  a  motto,  it's  a  way  of 
life  for  the  men  of  Iota  Phi  Theta  Fraternity,  Inc. 
Since  it's  inception  on  September  19,  1963,  the 
organization  has  grown  by  leaps  and  bounds 
chartering  chapters  across  the  United  States 
and  even  in  locations  such  as  North  Korea. 
This  was  not  an  easy  task  for  the  fifth  largest, 
predominantly  African  American,  Greek- 
lettered  organization  to  do.  Through  dedication 
and  perseverance  it  has  become  one  of  the  fastest 
growing  organizations  in  the  NPHC. 


^k\ 


The  work  of  the  organization  at  the  Epsilon 
Psi  Chapter  here  at  Southern  Miss  has  mirrored 
that  of  the  national  level.  After  being  chartered 
on  campus  in  August  of  2005,  it  has  steadily 
grown  and  become  an  integral  part  of  campus 
life.  Though  small  in  size,  it  is  filled  with 
dedicated  brothers  from  diverse  backgrounds 
working  for  a  common  cause:  unification  of 
the  common  man  for  the  betterment  o(  the 
community.  It  has  done  so  by  establishing  an 
annual  "Brown  and  Gold  Week"  filled  with 
activities    that    cater    to    entertainment    needs 


and  also  educational  devolopment.  Such 
activities  include  community  service  with  the 
Boys  and  Girls  Club,  N.E.E.D.S.  daycare  and 
entertainment  such  as  karaoke  competitions  and 
laser  tag  tournaments  at  Laser  Mania.  As  the 
years  go  on.  the  men  of  Iota  Phi  Theta  hope  to 
incorporate  more  activities  involving  the  campus 
community  and  to  build  bridges  between  the 
brothers  and  the  campus  as  a  whole. 
Story  Submitted  by  Merwin  Brown 
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Ail  elected  out  in 
camouflage.  members 

of  Kappa  Alpha  locate 
some  of  their  "little  sisters" 
at  an  Alpha  Delta  Pi 
date  party  Along  with 
attending  date  parties  for 
various  sororities  the  men 
of  Kappa  Alpha  also  host 
their  own  date  parties 
throughout  the  year 


The  Gamma  Zeta  chapter  of  the  Kappa 
Alpha  Order  has  heen  on  the  Southern  Miss 
since  1949.  The  Order  was  established  in 
1865  at  the  Washington  College  campus  in 
Lexington,  Virginia.  Spiritual  founder  and 
then  college  President  General  Robert  E. 
Lee  helped  guide  early  Kappa  Alphas  in  the 
importance  of  chivalry  and  honor.  These 
morals  are  still  taught  to  members  more  then 


one  hundred  forty  one  years  later.  include  members  dressing  up  in  Confederate 

The  men  of  Kappa  Alpha  are  very  active  uniforms  and  their  dates  wearing  southern 

in  a  variety  of  campus  activities  including  antebellum  dresses.  The  Gamma  Zeta  chapter 

athletics,   clubs,    and   philanthropies.      The  will  continue  to  contribute  to  the  university 

Gamma  Zeta  chapter  contributes  each  year  to  and  community  through  the  coming  year, 

the  National  Kappa  Alpha  Crimson  Gift  drive.  Story  Submitted  by  Matt  Mock 
a  blood  drive  competition  held  on  campus.  In 
the  spring.  Old  South  Celebrations  kick  off 
on  campus  with  the  traditional  walk  outs  that 
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Right  On  initiation  day 
Taurean  Cox  Robert 
Watts  Antonio  Davis 
Dartenian  Evans  Thomas 
Dozier  Augustus  Griffin, 
Rodney  Johnson  Marcus 
Houston  and  Sam  Tart 
get  into  their  line-up  Each 
new  pledge  class  must 
"cross  over"  to  become 
an  active  member  of  the 
fraternity 

Photo  Submitted  by 
Kappa  Alpha  Psi 


246 


greeks 


Left  Spending  some 
quality  time  with  the 
children  at  the  Boys  and 
Girls  Club  Robert  Watts 
Marcus  Houston  Podne/ 
Johnson  Thomas  Dozier 
r  lid  Trotter  and  Sam 
Tart  teach  them  how 
to  form  the  fraternity's 
letters  Community 

service  is  something  the 
f  appa  Alpha  Psi's  to!  e 
the  initiative  to  become 
involved  in 

Photo  Submitted  by 
Kappa  Alpha  Psi 


Kappa  Alpha  Psi  fraternity  was  founded 
in  1911  and  has  since  made  a  great  impact  on 
the  future  of  America.  The  Kappa  Iota  chapter 
of  Kappa  Alpha  Psi  that  was  chartered  under 
the  Delta  Delta  colony  in  1980  brought  the 
national  impact  of  Kappa  Alpha  Psi  to  a  local 
level. 

The  organization  is  involved  in  various 
community  service  projects  such  as  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.  Service  Day,  Boys  and  Girls 
Club,  and  Pace  Head  Start  activity  with  the 
kids.  In  addition  to  this  list  of  local  service 


projects,  the  Kappa  Alpha  Psi  fraternity  as 
a  whole  participates  in  the  national  Guide 
Right  Program  which  acts  to  help  motivate 
and  foster  the  growth  of  young  men.  This 
program  allows  the  young  men  to  benefit 
from  the  mentorship  of  the  older  organization 
members.  It  also  instills  leadership  qualities 
in  the  members  that  are  key  to  the  mission  of 
the  fraternity. 

The  mission  o\'  Kappa  Alpha  Psi  is 
essentially  comprised  of  five  main  parts. 
It      encourages      honorable      achievement. 


promotes  the  overall  well-being  of  its 
members  and  instills  an  attitude  of  service  in 
college  men  of  culture.  The  main  motto  of  the 
organization  is  ■'achievement  in  every  field  of 
human  endeavor."  This  shows  the  pride  the 
organization  takes  in  promoting  citizenship 
and  strong  leadership  qualities  in  all  ol  its 
members  in  an  effort  to  help  them  better 
shape  the  world  lor  tomorrow. 
Story  Submitted  by  Robert  Watts 
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Testing  out  how  many 
people  can  fit  on  one 
raft  Seth  Flynn  Matthew 
Reese  and  two  friends 
cool  off  in  the  backyard 
pool  on  Bid  Day  The  pool 
usually  draws  a  crowd  at 
the  Kappa  Sig  house 


The  Kappa  Sigma  Fraternity  has  a  long 
and  distinguished  history,  both  as  a  national 
fraternity  and  as  an  organization  on  the  Southern 
Miss  campus.  The  Epsilon-Nu  Chapter  of 
Kappa  Sigma  was  founded  at  Southern  Miss 
in  1946.  Throughout  the  year  Kappa  Sigma 
holds  numerous  social  functions  that  serve  not 
only  Southern  Miss,  but  the  community  as  well. 
These  include  their  more  famous  philanthropy 
event,  "Margaritaville"  named  after  one  of 
their  alumni,  Jimmy  Buffett.  Other  functions 
organized  by  Kappa  Sig  include  their  south  seas 
spring  parties.  The  Kappa  Sigma  Fraternity  can 
trace  its  roots  back  to  a  secret  society  of  students 
at  the  University  of  Bologna  formed  in  the  year 


1400  for  mutual  protection  of  its  members.  The 
group  was  initially  brought  together  by  Manuel 
Chrysaloras,  a  Greek  scholar  that  taught  at 
the  university,  in  response  to  physical  attack, 
robbery  and  harassment  of  the  university's 
patrons.  It  was  this  group  that  inspired  the  ritual 
and  beliefs  of  modern  day  Kappa  Sigma.  With 
continued  successful  rushes  and  the  strong 
support  of  an  alumni  base  of  over  1300  men, 
Kappa  Sigma  will  thrive  on  the  Southern  Miss 
campus  for  years  to  come  as  well.  Kappa  Sigma 
colors  are  scarlet,  white,  and  emerald  green,  and 
their  flower  is  the  lily  of  the  valley. 
Story  Submitted  by  Drew  Treuting 
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Photo  Submitted  by  Omega  Psi  Phi 
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The  Nu  Eta  chapter  of  Omega  Psi  Phi 
raternity.  Inc.,  was  founded  in  May  of  1975 
on  the  campus  of  the  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi.  The  notorious  charter  line  Genesis 
3 1  later  provided  for  the  membership  of  college 
men  with  similar  ideas  to  promote  the  national 
principles. 

It  was  the  first  nationally  African-American 
Greek  organization  founded  at  Southern 
Miss.  Nu  Eta  flourished  on  the  campus  until 
it  was  suspended  in   1994.  Then  in  2000.  the 


resurrection  of  Nu  Eta  happened  with  "Genesis 
II:  The  Resurrection  of  Nu  Eta".  These  members 
were  Tony  Dalcour.  Thomas  Figures,  Tabari 
Rogers.  Cedric  Scott,  and  Marlon  Mitchell. 
Since  then.  Nu  Eta  has  grown  in  numbers  with 
the  addition  of  "Four  Men  of  No  Remorse"  in 
fall  of  2000,  "The  Last  of  a  Dying  Breed"  m  the 
spring  of  2001.  "7  Deadly  Sins  of  Omega'"  in 
fall  of  2002,  "4  Links  on  a  Chain  of  Corruption" 
in  the  spring  of  2004, "5  Demons  of  a  Dogmatic 
Cult"  in  the  spring  of  2005.  and  "4  Sons  Serving 


a  Life  Sentence"  in  the  spring  of  2006. 

The  Nu  Eta  chapter  is  active  m  the 
Hattiesburg  community  with  (he  Big  Brothers 
and  Big  Sisters  Program  and  Omega  Prep  Youth 
organization.  Annual  events  held  b\  Omega  Psi 
Phi  are  Que-Delta  week  every  spring  semester, 
achievement  week  program  every  fall  semester, 
and  a  perfect  attendance  and  academic  excellence 
program  held  at  the  end  of  every  9  week  term  for 
elementan  aged  students. 
Story  Submitted  by  Willie  Davidson 
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Showing  the  crowd  that 
they  know  what  stepping 
is  about  the  men  of  Phi 
Beta  Sigma  perform 
at  the  step  show  Step 
shows  are  commonly  held 
around  campus  for  Greek 
members  to  celebrate 
their  organization 


Phi  Beta  Sigma  founders,  A.  Langston 
Taylor,  Leonard  F.  Morse,  and  Charlse  I. 
Brown,  deeply  wished  to  create  an  organization 
that  viewed  itself  as  "a  part  of"  the  general 
community  rather  than  "apart  from"  the  general 
community.  They  believed  that  each  potential 
member  should  be  judged  by  his  own  merits 
rather  than  his  family  background  or  affluence, 
without  regard  of  race,  nationality,  skin  tone 
or  texture  of  hair.  They  wished  and  wanted 
their  fraternity  to  exist  as  part  of  even  a  greater 
brotherhood  which  would  be  devoted  to  the 
"inclusive  we"  rather  than  the  "exclusive  we." 


From  its  inception,  the  founders  also 
conceived  Phi  Beta  Sigma  as  a  mechanism 
to  deliver  services  to  the  general  community. 
Rather  than  gaining  skills  to  be  utilized 
exclusively  for  themselves  and  their  immediate 
families,  the  founders  of  Phi  Beta  Sigma  held 
a  deep  conviction  that  they  should  return  their 
newly  acquired  skills  to  the  communities  from 
which  they  had  come.  This  deep  conviction  was 
mirrored  in  the  fraternity's  motto,  "Culture  For 
Service  and  Service  For  Humanity". 

Today,  91  years  later.  Phi  Beta  Sigma  has 
blossomed  into  an  international  organization  of 


leaders.  No  longer  a  single  entity,  the  fraternity 
has  now  established  the  Phi  Beta  Sigma 
Educational  Foundation,  the  Phi  Beta  Sigma 
Housing  Foundation,  the  Phi  Beta  Sigma  Federal 
Credit  Union,  and  the  Phi  Beta  Sigma  Charitable 
Outreach  Foundation.  Zeta  Phi  Beta  Sorority. 
Inc..  founded  in  1920  with  the  assistance  of  Phi 
Beta  Sigma,  is  the  sister  organization.  No  other 
fraternity  and  sorority  is  constitutionally  bound 
as  Sigma  and  Zeta.  We  both  enjoy  and  foster  a 
mutually  supportive  relationship. 
Story  Submitted  by  Percy  Keyes. 
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repanng  and  serving 
ood  in  the  Union,  Shannon 
Cheeks  Percy  I  eyes 
Joseph  Rankin  and  Duane 
Sheard  put  the  finishing 
touches  on  their  creations 
The  fraternity  teams 
up  with  many  different 
sororities  for  events  on  and 
off-campus 

All  Photos   Submitted  by 
Phi  Beta  Sigma 


Displaying  their  fraternity 
etters  the  men  of  Phi 
peta  Sigma  represent 
"o  organization. 

1/Vearing  letter  shirts  is  a 
■ymbol  of  taking  pride  in 
he  fraternity  and  what  is 
tands  for 
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Photo  by  Chris  Payne 


Using  their  instrumental 
^ability  to  better  the 
!  performance  of  their 
[fraternity  Dylan  Mezey 
!  and  Daniel  Schroeder 
'demonstrate  their  talent 
Bat  Chi  Omega's  Songfest 
;The  fraternity  rehearsed 
i  their  own  renditions  of 
'popular  Christmas  songs 
I  for  the  big  show 

Photo  by  Chris  Payne 


limbing  out  of  the 
Tiuddy  mess  that  covers 
heir  yard  Melissa  King, 
lustin  Harvison  and  Matt 
Dwens  seek  a  resting 
;pot  on  a  mound  of  sand 
The  backyard  at  the  Phi 
au  house  was  quickly 
ransformed  into  a  large 
nud  puddle  during  the 
events  of  Bid  Day  Photo 
~)y  Rachel  Underwood 


Phi  Kappa  Tau  has  been  a  consistent  force 
in  the  Greek  System  at  Southern  Miss  since 
being  the  first  fraternity  founded  on  campus  on 
October  15,  1948.  The  2006  school  year  saw 
many  successes  for  Phi  Tau.  In  March,  they 
hosted  their  first  ever  "Chip  Shot"  Philanthropy 
event  that  turned  out  to  be  a  wonderful  success. 
This  event  enabled  the  Beta  Epsilon  Chapter 
of  Phi  Kappa  Tau  to  donate  enough  money  to 
Paul  Newman's  Hole  in  the  Wall  Gang,  to  be 
recognized  on  a  National  level  as  one  of  the  Top 
20  most  generous  donations  to  the  charity  in 
2006  out  of  every  Phi  Kappa  Tau  chapter  in  the 
United  States.  The  President  of  the  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi.  Dr.  Shelby  Thames. 
was  present  for  the  event  to  show  his  support  for 
Phi  Kappa  Tau.  Along  with  the  donation  to  the 
Hole  in  the  Wall  Gang.  Phi  Kappa  Tau  donated 
SI. 000  to  the  Delta  Pi  chapter  o(  the  Delta 
Gamma  sorority's  charity  of  choice.  Service  for 
Sight,  for  winning  the  most  outstanding  spirit 
award  related  to  the  philanthropy. 

Another  first  for  Southern  Miss  and  Phi  Tau 


occurred  on  September  19.  2006.  On  this  elate, 
one  of  the  most  famous  artists  oi  all  time  thai 
still  holds  the  record  for  album  sales  with  his 
debut  To  the  Extreme,  Vanilla  Ice  performed  at 
the  Phi  Tau  house  on  the  Southern  Miss  campus. 
A  sold-out  capacit)  croud  overflowed  the  stage 
to  watch  the  famous  rapper  perform  his  number 
one  hit  Ice  Ice  Baby. 

Campus  involvement  v\as  another  strong 
facet  lor  Phi  Kappa  Tau  in  2006.  which  saw  the 
Greek  Life  Department  name  Dylan  Mezey  as 
the  Most  Outstanding  Fraternity  President  oi  the 
Year.  Phi  fan  is  composed  of  numerous  campus 
leaders,  ranging  from  Luckyday  Scholars  and 
Presidential  Scholars  to  USM  Varsitj  athletes. 

The  year  2006  also  marked  the  100  year 
anniversary  of  Phi  Kappa  Tau  as  a  National 
Fraternity.  A  centennial  celebration  was  held 
al  the  University  of  Miami  of  Ohio.  Phi  Kappa 
Tau's  founding  chapter.  To  celebrate  this 
occasion,  the  most  famous  Phi  Tau's  including 
actor  Paul  Newman  and  NASA  astronaut  Leroy 
Chiao  spoke  at  a  gathering  of  over  1000  Phi 
Tau's  from  ever)  chapter  across  (he  USA  Beta 
Epsilon's  own  Matt  Miller  received  recognition 
as  the  Most  Outstanding  Chapter  Advisor  of  the 
Year.  In  accordance  with  the  national  celebration. 
the  Beta  Epsilon  Chapter  o(  Phi  Kappa 
Tau  at  Southern  Miss  celebrated  their  4ih  annual 
Drawdown  event  that  featured  a  S3. 000  grand 
prize,  'fhe  event  was  celebrated  bv  man)  Phi  Tau 
alumni  that  came  together  to  celebrate  the  rich 
history  oi  the  chapter.  Striving  lor  excellence. 
the  men  of  Phi  Kappa  Tau  hope  to  become  the 
most  historic  Greek  leaders  o\'  Southern  Miss, 
time.  Story  Submitted  by  Dylan  Mezey 
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After  their  visit  to  Pi 
K  appa  Alpha  Memorial 
Headquarters  members 
of  the  Delta  Mu  chapter 
take  a  moment  to 
commemorate  their  trip 
The  Pi  Kappa  Alphas 
take  many  trips  together 
in  order  to  strengthen  the 
bonds  of  brotherhood 
Photo  Submitted  by  Pi 
kappa  Alpha 


The  Delta  Mu  chapter  of  Pi  Kappa  Alpha 
(PIKE)  was  founded  at  the  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  on  December  10,  1949. 
Since  its  inception.  Delta  Mu  has  been  producing 
men  of  the  highest  caliber.  The  men  of  Pi  Kappa 
Alpha  are  scholars,  leaders,  athletes,  and,  most 
importantly,  gentlemen. 

Pike  hosts  several  annual  events  that  are 
anticipated  throughout  the  community.  Some  of 
these  events  include  Pikefest,  Pike  Drawdown, 
Fi reman "s  Ball,  a  bash  sponsored  by  Costa  del 
Mar,  Alphatraz,  several  swaps  with  sororities, 
and  date  parties.  Pike  also  produces  an  annual 
calendar  displaying  the  most  beautiful  women 
at  Southern  Miss.  Pi  Kappa  Alpha  offers  many 
leadership  opportunities  to  its  members  including 
leadership  development  seminars,  leadership 
opportunities  on  campus,  and  leadership 
summits  throughout  the  country.  From  social 
functions  to  leadership  opportunities.  Pi  Kappa 
Alpha  represents  the  best  of  fraternity  life. 
Story  Submitted  by  Dustin  Renaud 


Raising  their  voices,  the  f 
Kappa  Alphas  entertai' 
the  Greek  community  c 
Chi  Omega's  Songfes 
The  fraternity  participate 
in  this  event  each  year 
along  with  a  number  c 
other  philanthropy  event: 
Photo  by  Chris  Payne 
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With  Santa  (Lmsey  Mingol 
at  the  center  the  men  of 
Pi  Kappa  Phi  near  the  end 
of  their  performance  at 
Chi  Omega's  Songfest 
The  fraternity  took  home 
first  place  for  their 
performance  at  the  event 
Photo  by  Chris  Payne 
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Heading  out  to  the  front 
yard  Stefan  Clayton 
and  Cory  Phillips  proudly 
raise  the  flag  Bid  Day  at 
Pi  Kappa  Phi  featured  a 
giant  "slip-n-slide"  tunnel  in 
the  backyard  providing 
a  unique  but  memorable 
experience  for  the  new 
members 
Photo  by  Chris  Payne 
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Getting  into  character, 
Marcus  Baker  and 
Bradley  Charlesworth 

entertain  their  guests  at 
their  house  Halloween 
party  The  Pi  Kap's  hold  a 
number  of  themed  parties 
at  their  house  throughout 
the  year 

Photo  Submitted  by  Pi 
Kappa  Phi 


Racing  to  be  the  rst  one 
there  the  new  members 
of  Pi  t  appa  Phi  rush 
towards  the  fraternity 
house  on  Bid  Day  The 
active  members  eagerly 
await  as  the  new 
members  complete  the 
traditional  run  from  the 
Payne  Center  to  their 
fraternity  houses 
Photo  Submitted  by  Pi 
Kappa  Phi 


For  over  100  years.  Pi  Kappa  Phi  has 
3een  building  better  men  on  college  campuses 
across  the  country.  From  our  humble  roots  at 
he  College  of  Charleston  in  South  Carolina  to 
he  success  of  Theta  Alpha  chapter  at  Southern 
Miss.  Pi  Kappa  Phi  stands  for  a  commitment  to 
fundamental  values.  Pi  Kappa  Phi  was  chartered 
it  Southern  Miss  in  April  1999.  Since  that 
ime.  the  brothers  have  continuously  proven 
hemselves  as  leaders  not  only  within  the  Greek 


system  but  also  on  the  Southern  Miss  campus.  Phi  also  actively  develop  brotherhood  through 

Pi  Kapp  is  a  first-class  fraternity  that  lirmh  service.  The  annual  Pi  Kapp  Classic  basketball 

believes  in  the  tenets  of  character,  leadership,  game  and  other  PUSH  America  events  raise 

academics,  sportsmanship,  and  service.  thousands  of  dollars  for  children  and  adults  w  nh 

Since  its  inception,  the  men  of  Pi  Kappa  disabilities.  In  addition  to  philanthropic  events, 

Phi  have  set  the  standard  as  the  top  chapter  at  the  Pi  Kapps  also  host  a  number  of  social  events. 

Southern  Miss.  With  Presidential.  Leadership.  Through  this  commitment  to  excellence,  each 

and   Luckyday  Scholars,  the  members  of  Pi  member  of  Pi  Kappa  Phi  fratemit)  has  become 

Kappa  Phi  have  been  awarded  top  GPA  for  nine  a  leader  by  choice, 

consecutive  semesters.  The  men  of  Pi  Kappa  Story  Submitted  by  Bradley  Charlesworth 
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Below  Working  his  game 
booth  Nathan  Banks  helps 
a  trie!  -or-treater  pick  out 
her  prize  Sigma  Alpha 
Epsilon  hosts  "Zoo  Boo" 
before  Halloween  for  the 
children  of  Hattiesburg 
Photo  by  Franklin  Williams 


Right  Keeping  watch  for 
the  arrival  of  the  new 
members  Stephen  Si 
stands  ready  with  the 
fraternity  flag.  Bid  Day 
is  always  an  exciting  day 
the  guys  who 
are  already  members  of 
a  fraternity 

Photo  by  Rachel 

Underwood 


Sigma  Alpha  Epsilon  has  a  long 
tradition  of  being  the  leader  among  national 
fraternities.  Founded  before  the  Civil  War, 
in  1856  at  Tuscaloosa,  Alabama.  SAE  was 
the  first  national  fraternity  founded  in  the 
Deep  South. 

Over  the  past  139  years,  SAE  has 
grown  to  be  the  largest  fraternity  in  the  world, 
with  chapters  in  48  states  and  Canada,  but 
still  holding  true  to  ideals  and  traditions  of  the 
Southern  Gentleman. 

The  men  of  SAE  always  strive  to  be 
the  best  in  all  they  do,  and  live  up  to  the  ideals 
of  "The  True  Gentleman."  Through  their 
diligence.  SAE  commands  respect,  making 
them  a  leader  among  fraternities. 
Story  Submitted  by  Paul  Sims 


Getting  rid  of  their  stage 
fright,  the  men  of  Sigma 
Alpha  Epsilon  perform  at 
Chi  Omega's  Songfest. 
Singing  on  stage  in  front 
of  the  entire  Greek 
community  is  never  an 
easy  task 
Photo  by  Chris  Payne 
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Photo  by  Chris  Pa 
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The  Sigma  Chi  Fraternity  was  founded  in 
1855  and  is  still  strong  and  alive  today.  The  men 
of  Sigma  Chi  at  Southern  Miss  have  continued  to 
uphold  the  traditions  and  beliefs  that  were  set  in 
place  almost  150  years  ago.  Only  25  years  old, 
the  Theta  Delta  Chapter  of  Sigma  Chi  continues 
to  excel  in  almost  every  aspect  of  Greek  Life  at 
Southern  Miss.  The  fraternity  is  always  ahead 
of  the  game  when  it  comes  to  Recruitment, 
i  grades,  and  athletics,  placing  in  the  top  3  in 


every  category. 

The  Theta  Delta  chapter  also  does  many 
things  to  help  out  the  less  fortunate.  Their  annual 
philanthropy  "Derby  Days"  raises  thousands  of 
dollars  that  is  given  to  the  Children's  Miracle 
Network.  It  is  also  a  time  of  fun  and  excitement 
for  all  the  sororities  and  fraternities  that 
participate. 

The  Sigma  Chis  are  lead  by  Consul  Reese 
Cooper  May,  Vice  President  Michael  Vandeiiou, 


Mal.ing  their  way  to 
their  end  of  fraternity 
row  active  members 
of  Sigma  <_hi  and  their 
new  members  start  their 
celebration  Bid  Day  is  an 
exciting  day  for  both  the 
new  and  old  members  of 
the  fraternity 

Photo  by  Rachel 

Underwood 


and  Annotator  Andrew  Fox.  Notable  officers  are 
Social  Chair  Robert  McDonough.  Recruitment 
Chair  Seth  Hester,  Alumni  Chair  Ian  Floyd,  and 
Derby  Chair  Ty  Meador.  The  house  stays  shin) 
and  clean  through  the  efforts  of  none  other  than 
Ryan  Jackson.  Also,  the  tailgating  area  before 
football  game  stays  full  of  food  and  refreshments 
through  the  effort  of  B.A.  Anderson  and  his 
parents. 
Stor\'  Submitted  by  Seth  Hester 
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Singing  their  loudest 
the  men  of  Sigma  Phi 
Epsilon  perform  Christmas 
carols  at  Chi  Omega's 
Songfest  This  is  one  of 
many  philanthropies  that 
the  fraternity  participates 
in  annually 
Photo  by  Chris  Payne 
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Andrew 


in     their     finest 
Gann.       Kelsey 
Jennifer     Clarl 
AAullin  and 

Cotter  gather 
in  the  party  room  at  the 
Wine  and  Cheese  party 
This  party  is  one  of  many 
hosted  by  the  fraternity. 
Photo  Submitted  by  Sigma 
Phi  Epsilon 


Sigma  Phi  Epsilon,  or  Sig  Ep  has  been  chartered  in  1953.  in  many  aspects  of  campus  life.  Sig  Eps  an 

a  fraternity  and  a  driving  force  in  national  This  year,  Sigma  Phi  Epsilon  hosted  a  involved  in  Student  Government  Association 

philanthropy    since    its    inception    in    1901.  Chili  Cook-off  which  benefited  the  Sig  Ep  Southern  Style,  Eagle  Connection,  and  man) 

The    Southern     Miss    Mississippi    Gamma  partnership  with  the  Youth  Aids  Program,  other  on  campus  organizations, 

chapter  has  been  continuing  that  traditional  Sigma    Phi    Epsilon    nationally    contributed  Story  Submitted  by  Kyle  Brown 

commitment  to  philanthropic  activity  in  the  over  $100,000  in  just  five  years, 
community    since    their    local    chapter   was  Sigma  Phi  Epsilon  is  strongly  involved 
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Greek  philanthropy  events 


Right  Designing  a 
Spiderman  emblem  on 
a  young  boy's  cheek 
Chadricl  Odie  of  Alpha 
Phi  Alpha  helps  out  at  his 
fraternity's  Kids  Carnival 
This  event  is  held  annually 
during  the  fraternity's 
Mandigo  Fest  a  weef  long 
culmination  of  events 
Photo  by  Elliot  Freeman 


Right  Surprising  some 
unexpectmg  visitors  a 
member  of  Alpha  Tau 
Omega  plays  his  part  in 
the  Haunted  House  This 
annual  production  benefits 
Habitat  for  Humanity 
Photo  by  Franklin  Williams 
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Above  The  Alpha  Delt 
Pi's  perform  their  done 
routine  at  Kappa  Sigma 
Margaritaville.  Th 

philanthropy  benefits  tr 
Special  Olympics.  Phot 
by  Chris  Panye 
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Left:  Handing  ouf  prizes  to 
the  winners  of  the  ring-toss 
Cathy  Lippe  and  Karen 
Waldrup  lend  a  helping 
hand  at  Sigma  Alpha 
Epsilon's  Zoo  Boo  This 
annual  event  held  a  few 
ays  before  Halloween 
benefits  the  Hattiesburg 
Civitan  Camp  for  the 
mentally  disadvantaged 
Photo  by  Chris  Payne 


Greeks  at  Southern  Miss  aid  the  community 
in  the  form  of  service  and  philanthropic  events. 
Fraternities  and  sororities  support  charitable 
causes  by  taking  their  time  and  effort  to  either 
raise  money,  or  benefit  the  community  in  a 
direct  way.  Greeks  spend  an  average  of  15.000 
hours  performing  community  service.  They  also 
raise  more  than  $55,000  for  local  and  national 
charitable  organizations.  This  year,  money 
was  raised  for  several  organizations  including 
Habitat  for  Humanity,  The  Special  Olympics, 
and  The  Children "s  Miracles  Network. 

This  fall,  the  Alpha  Tau  Omega  fraternity, 
or  ATO,  put  together  their  annual  Haunted 
House.  For  four  nights,  all  of  the  ATO  members 
dressed  up  and  conducted  haunted  house  tours 
from  7  pm  until  midnight.  The  fraternity  had 
about  twenty  to  thirty  sponsors  and  people  paid 
five  dollars  to  enter  the  house.  About  $2,000 
was  raised  and  donated  to  the  local  Habitat  for 
Humanity.  "It  was  long  and  hard,  but  the  benefit 
that  it  will  bring  to  others  is  priceless,"  said  Gray 


Left  Members  of  Phi 
Mu  and  Pi  Kappa  Alpha 
Greet  organizations 

participate  in  their 
"Bud  le  Up"  philanthropy, 
reminding  students  to 
wear  their  seatbelts.  This 
event  is  held  in  memory  of 
Brandon  Charles  Breal  a 
Pi  Kappa  Alpha  who  lost 
his  life  in  a  car  accident  in 
October  Photo  by  Tracy 
Thomas 

Weinacker  who  has  participated  in  this  event  for  seat  belts  received  a  Lifesaver  candy  for  being 

the  past  three  years.  Lifesavers,  while  drivers  who  were  not  wearing 

Another    philanthropic    event    that    raised  their   seat    belts   received    Dum    Dum    suckers 

money  for  an  organization  was  Kappa  Sigma's  and  were  asked  politely  to  reconsider  wearing 

Margaritaville.     The     event     consisted     of    a  one.  "We  hope  that  our  small  efforts  made  a 

weeklong  series  of  events  that  raised  money  for  difference."  said  Andy  Nail,  "only  tour  out  of 

The  Special  Olympics.  The  annual  fundraiser  seventy    people    were    actually    wearing    their 

obtained  its  name  from  Jimmy  Buffet,  a  famous  seatbelts." 

alum    of    both    Kappa    Sigma    and    Southern  Sigma  Alpha  Epsilon,  or  SAE,  members 

Miss.  Kappa  Sigma  members  participated  in  a  volunteered  for  five  nights  during  the  Halloween 

baseball  game  against  Pi  Kappa  Alpha  members,  season  at  the  Hattiesburg  Zoo,  where  they  host 

Mugshots  cooked  and  sold  hamburgers  during  their  annual  Zoo  Boo.  Zoo  Boo  directly  benefits 

the  game,  and  all  profits  were  given  to  The  the  community  of  children  by  entertaining  them. 

Special  Olympics.  Also.  Kappa  Sigma  members  About  a  do/en  little  game  stations  were  set  up 

hosted  a  dance  at  the  Payne  Center.  around  the  zoo  at  nighttime.  Each  SAE  member 

Pi  Kappa  Alpha  and  Phi  Mu  organized  an  was  assigned  to  a  station  and  handed  out  prizes 

awareness  event  called  "Buckle  Up,"  inspired  to  kids  in  costume. 

by  the  loss  of  a  Pi  Kappa  Alpha  brother  due  Greeks  show  leadership  skill  through  their 

to  a  ear  accident.  During  this  event.  Pi  Kappa  involvement  in  philanthropic  events  that  benefit 

Alpha  and  Phi  Mu  members  stood  at  the  Liberal  both  their  chapters  and  their  community.  Story 

Arts  Building  four  way  stop  from  10  am  until  by  Jennifer  Vital 
3  nm  handing  out  candy.  Drivers  wearing  their 
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Letting  their  ghetto  sides 
shine  through  the  ladies 
of  Chi  Omega  gather 
on  the  stage  at  the 
Alpha  Tau  Omega/Chi 
Omega  swap  "Do 
Your  Chain  Hang  Low" 
Themed  swaps  and 
parties  are  held  with 
different  combinations  of 
sororities  and  fraternities 
throughout  the  year 
Photo  Submitted  by  Chi 
Omega 


Experiences  define  Greek  life  here  at 
Southern  Miss.  While  portrayals  of  fraternity 
and  sorority  life  in  movies  show  wild  parties  and 
selective  membership,  true  Greek  life  is  really 
defined  by  the  friendships  that  members  in  each 
chapter  develop  together.  To  help  nurture  these 
connections,  Greeks  come  together  in  a  variety 
of  different  ways. 

Sophomore  journalism  major  and  Alpha 
Delta  Pi,  Caitlin  Burke,  talked  about  her  favorite 
experiences  so  far  as  a  Greek.  "Delta  Gamma's 
Anchorsplash  was  my  first  event  as  an  ADPi 
and  it  was  so  much  fun  to  participate  in." 

Pi  Beta  Phi  member  Anna  Truitt,  a 
sophomore  deaf  education  major,  shared 
similar  sentiments.  "Pi  Beta  Phi  has  given  me 
opportunities  to  branch  out  from  the  'class" 
aspect  of  college  and  experience  new  things. 
Intramurals,  dale  parties,  swaps... without  my 
sorority,  I  would  have  never  experienced  any  of 
that." 


All  the  fun  and  games  are  not  left  up  to 
the  sororities,  of  course.  The  fraternities  on 
campus  go  through  many  great  experiences 
with  one  another.  "Intramurals  have  to  be  one 
of  my  favorite  parts  of  being  in  fraternity.  It's  a 
chance  for  me  and  my  brothers  to  have  a  good 
time  together  and  interact  with  the  other  frats  on 
campus,"  said  sophomore  Michael  Zdancewicz, 
a  journalism  major  and  member  of  the  Kappa 
Alpha  Order.  The  love  for  intramurals  was 
shared  by  Manion  Anderson,  a  member  of  Sigma 
Phi  Epsilon.  "Flag  football  is  our  specialty  in 
Sig  Ep.  Our  team  went  to  Nationals  this  year 
and  made  it  to  the  quarter  finals.  It  was  an 
amazing  feeling." 

But,  aside  from  the  intramurals  and  fun 
philanthropy  events,  there  are  other  more 
meaningful  chances  for  the  fraternities  and 
sororities  to  spend  time  with  their  own. 
"Community  service  is  a  big  part  of  all  of  this. 
Doing  things  for  the  community  and  experiencing 


it  with  your  brothers  is  a  remarkable  feeling 
said  Anderson.  The  group  activity  aspect  alsc 
really  hit  home  with  Caitlin  Burke.  "Going  ou 
as  a  group  to  do  things,  even  little  things,  is  wha 
really  add  up  in  the  end.  When  you  look  back  or 
it.  it's  what  really  makes  your  time  in  a  sororit\ 
special." 

Intramural  sports,  swaps,  formals,  or  jus 
spending  down  time  together  as  a  group,  Greel 
Life  is  something  that  truly  has  to  be  experiencec 
to  really  take  it  all  in.  "Its  hard  for  me  to  put  intcl 
words  what  being  Greek  is  all  about.  It  mean: 
lifetime  friendships  that  will  never  be  broker 
and  great  memories  that  will  never  be  forgotten 
It's  one  of  those  'you  have  to  see  it  to  believt 
it'  type  things,"  said  Zdancewicz.  Anna  Trait: 
put  it  in  her  own  words.  "Pi  Phi  has  been  a  bi}| 
part  of  my  year  here  at  Southern  Miss  and  then: 
is  never  a  dull  moment.  My  life  outside  of  clas:1 
would  be  nothing  were  it  not  for  my  sisters  anc 
my  sorority."  Story  by  Alan  Wheat 
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X  truth  about  Greek  life 


behind  the  scenes 
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Photo  by  Elliot  I 
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Photo  by  Elizabeth  Keenan 
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Photo  by  Christy  Dyess 


Photo  by  Jaime  McKercher 


Individuals  make  up  the  most  important 
part  of  Southern  Miss.  Though  they  are 
different,  they  combine  to  create  a  spectrum 
of  ideas  and  ideals.  This  section  offers 
individual  photos  of  students  and  also 
focuses  specifically  on  individuals  that  have 
made  a  great  difference  in  their  school  and 
community.  The  spectrum  of  the  students' 
admirable  achievements  shines  from  one 
angle  to  another.  For  instance,  while  this 
section  covers  distinctions  like  Who's  Who, 
Hall  of  Fame,  and  Outstanding  Freshmen, 
it  also  features  one  Southern  Miss  student's 
compassion  through  traveling  across  the 
country  on  his  bicycle  for  charity.  Another 
student  is  highlighted  for  his  achievements 
with  the  Cavalier  Marching  Band.  Several 
smaller,  and  low  budget  student  organizations 
have  also  been  highlighted.  These  individuals 
stand  out  for  their  merits  and  inspiring 
lifestyle.  The  recognition  of  these  students 
shows  the  diversity  of  Southern  Miss's  general 
population,  while  promoting  academic  and 
communal  success.  Story  by  Jennifer  Vital 


Photo  by  Jaime  McKercher 
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Photo  by  Rachel  Underwood 
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Photo  by  Chris  Payne 


Gene  Gouaux  served  as  the  Student  Government  Association  President  here 
at  Southern  Miss.  Currently  finishing  up  his  senior  year.  Gene  views  his  presidency 
as  the  capstone  of  his  experiences  at  Southern  Miss.  Under  his  guidance,  the  Student 
Government  Association  has  raised  over  $7,000  for  charity  through  the  sell  of  Black 
and  Gold  t-shirts,  as  well  as  leading  the  establishment  of  the  Student  Empowerment 
Fund.  For  his  next  stage  in  life,  Gene  plans  on  attending  Louisiana  State  University  in 
hopes  of  earning  a  graduate  degree  in  Accounting. 


Gray  Wienacker 


ouaux 


Gray  Weinacker  served  as  the  Vice  President  of  the  Student  Government 
Association.  However,  Gray's  achievements  extend  outside  of  SGA.  He  co- 
founded  both  The  Playground  and  the  Student  Athletic  Boosters.  Through  his 
work  with  Alpha  Tau  Omega  Fraternity,  Gray  has  helped  raise  $5,000  for  Habitat 
for  Humanity.  After  graduating  with  his  degree  in  Hospitality  Management,  Gray 
hopes  to  enter  the  tourism  industry  field  and  create  a  successful  restaurant  concept. 
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GOVERNMENT 

ASSOCIATION 

putting  action  to  student  voices 


Tim  Bennett  served  as  the  Treasurer  of  the  Student  Government 
Association,  though  he  takes  an  active  role  in  other  organizations  on  campus 
as  well.  Tim  has  participated  in  activities  such  as  Southern  Style.  Alpha  Tau 
Omega  Fraternity,  Lambda  Sigma  Honor  Society,  and  the  Catholic  Student 
Association.  Alter  graduation.  Tim  plans  to  pursue  a  Masters  of  Business 
Administration  and  work  for  a  financial  services  firm  in  the  Southeast  region 
of  the  United  Slates. 


Tim  Bennett 


David  Meigs  served  as  the  Student  Government  Association  Attorney 
General.  David's  involvement  at  Southern  Miss  includes  The  Legacy,  the  Inter- 
Fraternity  Council,  Pi  Kappa  Phi.  Phi  Eta  Sigma,  the  Speech  Communication 
Association,  and  Southern  Style.  His  plans  for  the  future  include  two  years  of 
volunteering  with  the  Peace  Corps  and  a  judicial  degree  at  Oklahoma  University. 


Jeannette  Johnson 


David  Meigs 


Jeanette  Johnson,  a  junior  speech  communication  major,  served 
as  the  Student  Government  Association's  Election  Commissioner  this 
year.  As  well  as  Student  Government  Association,  Jeanette  is  active  in 
her  sorority.  Phi  Mu,  and  helped  to  raise  money  for  the  American  Heart 
Association.  She  also  volunteers  with  Jo  Jo's  Hope,  an  organization  thai 
helps  special  needs  children  learn  how  lo  swim.  Jeanette  hopes  to  earn  a 
graduate  degree  in  college  student  affairs  administration. 
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David  Turner 


David  Turner  is  a  native  of  Kosciusko,  MS  and  the  2006  Mr. 
Southern  Miss.  He  is  the  son  of  Joe  Earl  Turner  Sr.  and  Dianna  Folley. 
David  has  managed  to  become  highly  involved  in  school  organizations 
and  volunteer  events,  while  maintaining  a  high  GPA.  He  is  a  member 
of  Southern  Style  and  a  Residential  Assistant  in  McCarty  Hall. 

David  is  involved  in  the  Order  of  National  Greek  Honor  Society  and 
the  ELITE.  He  has  served  as  Secretary  of  Alpha  Phi  Alpha  fraternity, 
President  of  National  Pan-Hellenic  Council,  and  the  Senior  Advisor 
of  the  Afro-American  Student  Organization.  From  the  beginning  of 
his  college  experience  at  Southern  Miss,  David  envisioned  making  a 
difference  on  campus  and  in  the  community.  That  dream  has  become 
true  due  to  his  dependable  and  eager  personality  that  is  always  ready  to 
become  involved  and  committed  to  every  organization  he  joins. 


LaShonyo  R.  Robinson 


LaShonya  Renee  Robinson,  daughter  of  Calvin  and  Patricia  Robinson, 
is  a  native  of  Liberty,  MS.  LaShonya  is  the  2006  Miss  Southern  Miss. 
She  is  a  speech  communications  major  that  wishes  to  attend  law  school  in 
order  to  become  a  prominent  attorney.  She  interned  at  the  Legal  Services 
of  Hattiesburg,  which  helped  her  acquire  skills  for  her  career  and  helped  in 
building  her  character. 

LaShonya  is  an  active  member  of  many  honor  societies  including  Alpha 
Lambda  Delta,  Order  of  Omega,  and  Lambda  Sigma.  She  received  the 
Luckyday  Study  Abroad  Scholarship,  which  enabled  her  to  travel  to  Spain. 
She  is  also  a  recipient  of  Latorria  F.  Johnson  Scholarship  and  a  Phi  Eta  Sigma 
National  Scholarship. 
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Michael  David  Walker  Jr. 

Michael  David  Walker  Jr.  is  a  psychology  major  who  hopes 
to  obtain  a  graduate  degree  in  gender  counseling.  David  is  from 
Birmingham,  AL.  and  his  parents  are  Mike  and  Julie  Walker. 
David  deeply  impacted  Southern  Miss  by  his  participation  in 
Eagle  Connection  where  he  served  as  Vice  President  in  2005,  and 
President  in  2006.  He  was  also  Social  Chair  of  the  Catholic  Student 
Association  in  2005.  His  leadership  skills  were  highly  demonstrated 
when  he  became  part  of  the  Executive  Team  of  the  Golden  Eagle 
Welcome  Week  in  2006. 

David's  efforts  through  his  Southern  Miss  career  not  only 
impacted  the  university,  but  the  community  as  well.  Since  2003.  he 
has  helped  the  Catholic  Student  Association  organize  baskets  for 
homeless  families  during  Thanksgiving.  Michael  also  volunteered 
at  Southern  Pines  Animal  Shelter  during  2006. 


BEST 

CITIZENS 

serving  the  student  body 


_yndsey  Simone  Jalvia 

Lyndsey  Simone  Jalvia,  native  of  New  Orleans.  LA.  hopes  to 
obtain  a  graduate  degree  in  Deaf  Education.  She  aspires  to  open 
her  own  clinic  for  deal  children  in  a  low -income  neighborhood. 
Lyndsey  is  the  proud  daughter  of  Gregory  and  Lynne  Jalvia. 

Lyndsey  was  an  active  member  oi  many  Southern  Miss 
associations  and  honor  societies,  which  developed  her  character 
and  benefited  others.  She  served  as  the  Corresponding  Secretary, 
Parliamentarian,  and  Standards  Chair  of  Alpha  Kappa  Alpha  Sorority. 
She  was  the  Executive  Vice-President  of  the  Student  Government 
Association  in  2006.  She  was  also  the  Executive  Director  of  Golden 
Eagle  Welcome  Week  in  20(16.  Her  participation  in  honor  societies 
includes  Alpha  Sigma  Honor  Society,  Alpha  Lambda  Delta  Honor 
Society,  and  Phi  Eta  Sigma  Honor  Society. 
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pO  F5sWK4F]SJ  leading  by  excellence 


Winston  Tyler  McCleery 

Winston  Tyler  McCleery  is  a  native  of  Mobile,  AL  and  the  son  of 
Winston  and  Diane  McCleery.  Ty  first  distinguished  himself  at  Southern 
Miss  as  a  Presidential  Scholar,  and  has  since  declared  a  double  major  in 
physics  and  math  with  a  minor  in  Spanish,  aspiring  to  one  day  work  as  a 
research  physicist  at  NASA. 

Ty  feels  that  he  spends  most  of  his  time  "enjoying  college  life"  but  he 
has  also  distinguished  himself  through  numerous  leadership  positions.  He 
serves  as  the  Treasurer  and  Researcher  for  the  Society  of  Physics  Students 
and  the  Secretary  for  the  Stage  Monkeys  Improvisational  Acting  Troupe. 
Ty  also  participates  in  The  Pride  Marching  Band  and  the  Southern  Miss 
Salsa  Club.  Currently,  Ty  is  attempting  to  organize  a  team  to  walk  in  the 
March  of  Dimes  ""Walk  America"  program. 


Yvette  Marie  Barr 


Yvette  Marie  Barr.  daughter  of  Robert  and  Vivian  Barr  and  native  of  Gautier, 
MS,  hopes  to  one  day  work  as  an  advertising  executive,  focusing  on  the  creative 
department  of  a  business  she  can  be  passionate  about.  She  came  to  Southern 
Miss  with  many  scholarships,  including  the  Trent  Lott  Scholarship,  the  Navy 
Supply  Corps  Association  Scholarship,  the  Robert  C.  Byrd  Honors  Scholarship, 
the  Education  Services  Foundation  Essay  Scholarship,  the  National  Beta  Club 
Scholarship,  and  the  National  AXA  Achievement  Community  Scholarship. 
Yvette  is  also  a  Luckyday  Citizenship  Scholar. 

Yvette  holds  leadership  positions  on  campus,  such  as  the  Director  of 
Alumnae  Relations  for  her  sorority.  Delta  Gamma,  and  Public  Relations  Officer 
for  the  Honors  Student  Association.  She  is  also  involved  in  organizations  like 
the  American  Advertising  Federation,  the  University  Activities  Council,  Gamma 
Beta  Phi,  Lambda  Sigma,  Alpha  Lambda  Delta,  and  Phi  Eta  Sigma. 

Though  she  has  accomplished  so  much  at  a  young  age.  Yvette  gives  back 
to  the  community.  She  participated  in  the  Homes  of  Hope  for  Children  for  her 
Luckyday  service  project  as  well  as  helping  with  Delta  Gamma's  Service  for 
Sight. 
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OUTSTANDING 

FRESHMEN 


LeRoy  Stamps 


Jeffrey  Guillot 


Kenneth  Busbx 


; 


Hoping  to  one  day  work  in  a  transcontinental  corporation.  LeRoy 
Stamps  has  built  his  leadership  skills  through  his  participation  in  Men 
of  Excellence,  Afro-American  Student  Association,  and  Freshman 
Associates.  LeRoy  also  volunteers  his  time  at  the  Boys  and  Girls  Club 
in  Hattiesburg. 


A  native  of  Clinton,  MS,  Kellis  McSparrin  is  a  double  major  in  English 
and  Dance.  Kellis  wants  to  eventually  pursue  a  career  in  dance 
performance  and  choreography.  She  volunteers  through  Delta  Delta 
Delta  with  St.  Jude's  Children's  Research  Hospital. 

Jeffrey  Paul  Guillot,  a  native  of  Slidell,  LA,  hopes  to  one  day  teach 
history  on  the  collegiate  level.  Jeff  is  an  avid  fan  of  football,  but 
makes  time  to  be  involved  at  Southern  Miss.  He  serves  as  a  reporter 
with  The  Southerner  and  volunteers  at  Student  Support  Services  as  a 
tutor,  as  well  as  participating  in  the  Honors  College. 


From  Forest.  MS,  Crystal  Roxann  Woodard  hopes  to  teach  high 
school  math.  She  performs  community  service  at  Southern  Pines 
Animal  Shelter  and  has  received  numerous  awards  like  the  Mississippi 
Champions  for  Children  Scholarship. 

Kenneth  Murray  Busby  from  Mobile,  AL  hopes  to  pursue  a  career  in 
radiology.  Ken  holds  positions  as  a  Leadership  and  Honors  College 
Ambassador  as  well  as  the  Hattiesburg  Hall  Senator.  Kenneth  also 
volunteers  with  Lighthouse  Missions  and  Habitat  for  Humanity. 


Elizabeth  Maloy,  a  major  in  graphic  design  from  Long  Beach.  MS 
first  distinguished  herself  through  her  Presidential  and  Leadership 
Scholarships.  Since  then,  she  has  earned  positions  as  a  photographer 
on  The  Southerner,  Honors  Student  Ambassador,  and  in  the  Association 
for  Student  Artists.  Elizabeth  is  also  a  part  of  Delta  Gamma  sorority. 

Charles  Adam  Byrd  says  that  he  simply  "'wants  to  make  a  difference 
on  campus  and  have  a  great  time  doing  it."  Chad  hopes  to  give  more 
to  the  university  by  serving  on  executive  positions  in  both  Pi  Kappa 
Phi  and  Student  Government  Association.  Currently,  Chad  serves  as 
the  cabinent  liason  for  Freshman  Associates  and  is  part  o\'  the  Honors 
College. 

Lauren  Rose  Anderson  is  a  native  of  Petal.  MS  and  is  a  biochemistry 
major.  Lauren  is  also  a  Leadership  Ambassador  and  participates 
in  organizations  such  as  Freshman  Associates.  The  Legacy,  and  the 
Baptist  Student  Union. 
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nationally  recognized  students 


Danielle  Reevay  Aldridge 

Major:  Nursing  and  Psychology 

Hometown:  Jackson,  MS 

Organizations:  Assistant  Hall 

Director 

Alpha  Kappa  Alpha  Sorority,  Inc. 

Resident  Assistant 

Golden  Girl 

Afro-American 

Student  Organization 

Psychology  Club 

Plans  after  Graduation:  To  work 

as  a  psychiatric  nurse  practioner 

specializing  in  pediactric  care 


Major:  Economises 

Hometown:  Jack  son,  MS 

Organizations:  Biology 

Lab  Teacher 

Equipment  Manager  for  Women's 

Soccer  Team 

Editor  of  Catalyst  Undergraduate 

Reseach  Journal 

Plans  after  Graduation:  To  get 

into  corporate  law 


Major:  Public  Relations 

Hometown:  Gulfport,  MS 

Organizations:  Southern  Style 

Interfraternity  Council 

Kappa  Sigma  Fraternity 

Order  of  Omega 

Plans  after  Graduation:  To  be 

a  lobbyist 


Major:  Speech  Pathology 

Hometown:  New  Albany,  MS 

Organizations:  Alpha  Kappa 

Alpha  Sorority,  Inc., 

University  Singers, 

Luckyday  Scholar 

Afro-American  Student 

Organization 

Plans  after  graduation:  To  becorr 

a  speech  pathologist. 
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Marcellyn  Kathryn  Bush 

Major:  Psychology 

Hometown:  Laurel,  MS 

Organizations:  Chi  Omega 

Sorority 

Transfer  Leadership  Board 

Eagle  Connection, 

Phi  Theta  Kappa 

Southern  Style 

Plans  after  Graduation:  To  test 

children  for  learning 

disabilities 


John  Gates  Crisler 

Major:  Psychology 

Hometown:  Clinton,  MS 

Organizations: 

Student  Government  Association 

Psychology  Club 

Sigma  Alpha  Epsilon  Fraternity 

Southern  Style 

Plans  after  Graduation: 

To  pursue  a  doctoral  degree  in 

clinical  psychology 


William  Julius  "Cns"  Crisler 

Major:  Molecular  Biology/ 

Chemistry  Minor 

Hometown:  Clinton.  MS 

Organizations:  Omicron  Delta 

Kappa  Honor  Society 

Lambda  Sigma  Honor  Society 

Sigma  Alpha  Epsilon  Fraternity 

Sudent  Goverment 

Association 

Jr.  Inter-Fraternity  Council 

Plans  after  Graduation:  To  be  a 

pediatric  neurological  surgeon 


Shannon  Lee  Da 


vis 


Michael  Matthew  Godfrey 


Thomas  Golden 


Major:  Nursing 

Hometown:  Brandon,  MS 

Organizations:  Student 

Government  Association 

Eagle  Connection 

Southern  Style 

Gamma  Rho  Chi 

Plans  after  Graduation:  To  go 

to  graduate  school  and  work 

as  a  certified  registered  nurse 

anesthetist 


Major:  Advertising 

Hometown:  Clinton,  MS 

Organizations:  Sigma  Alpha 

Epsilon  Fraternity 

Student  Government 

Association 

Eagle  Connection 

The  Legacy 

Plans  after  graduation:  To 

pursue  the  field  of  creative 

advertising 


Major:  Consturction  Engineering 

Hometown:  Vaughan  MS 

Orgainzations:  National 

Association  of  Home  Builders 

Baptist  Student  Union 

Plans  after  Graduation:  To  wort 

as  a  consturction  project 

mananger 
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Eugene  Godfrey  Gouaux  III 

Major:  Accounting 

Hometown:  Loci- port,  LA 

Organizations:  Student 

Government  Association 

Lambda  Sigma  Honor  Society 

Beta  Alpha  Psi  Honor  Society 

Plans  after  Graduation: 

To  worf  as  an  accountant 
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Leslie  Page  Holder 

Major:  Biological  Sciences 

Hometown:  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Organizations:  Kappa  Delta 

Sorority 

Freshman  Associates 

Southern  Style 

Eagle  Connection 

Plans  after  Graduation:  To  go 

to  medical  school  and  ultimately 

become  a  physician 
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Major:  Athletic  Training 

Hometown:  Port  Allen,  LA 

Organizations:  Student  Sports 

Medicine  Association 

Student  Government 

National  Residence 

Hall  Honorary 

Plans  after  Graduation:  To 

work  as  a  certified 


Lyndsey  Simone  Jal 


VII  i 


Major-  Education  of  the  Deaf 

Hometown:  New  Orleans,  LA 

Organizations::  Alpha  Kappa 

Alpha  Sorority,  Inc. 

Freshman  Associates 

Student  Government  Association 

Southern  Style 

Lambda  Sigma  Honor  Society 

Alpha  Lambda  Delta 

Phi  Eta  Sigma  Honor  Society 

Plans  after  Graduation:  To  open  a 

clinic  for  hearing  imparied  childrein 

in  a  low  income  neighborhood 


Jor 


dan  Haile 
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Major:  Human  Resource 

Managemnt 

Hometown:  Jackson,  MS 

Organizations:  Delta 

Gamma  Sorority 

Southern  Style 

Lamba  Sigma 


Sarah  Louise  Leonard 

Major:  History 

Hometown:    Mobile,  AL 

Organizations:  Freshman 

Associates 

The  Legacy 

Student  Government  Association 

Lambda  Sigma  Honor  Society 

Southern  Style 

Plans  after  Graduation:  To 

attend  graduate  school  for  a 

masters  in  higher  education 


Lauren  Ashleigh  McDougald 

Major:  Biological  Science 

Hometown:  Harahan,  LA 

Organizations:  Eagle  Connection 

The  Southerner 

Student  Government 

Association 

Freshman  Leadership  Council 

Plans  after  Graduation:  To  worl 

as  an  emergency  room  physician 


Stephanie  Nicole  Paige 

Major:  Speech  Communication 

Hometown:  Mendenhall,  MS 

Organizations:  Student 

Government  Association 

Luckyday  Scholar 

Delta  Sigma  Theta  Sorority 

Plans  after  Graduation:  To  work 

as  a  secondary  school  teacher 

and  teach  communication 


Luci  Elise  M 


oore 


Major:  Biology 

Hometown:  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Organizations:  Chi  Omega 

Omicron  Delta  Kappa 

Order  of  Omega 

Golden  Key  Honor  Society 

AGA 

Plans  after  Graduation:  To  have 

a  career  in  pediatrics 


D. 


onan 


C.  Randall 


Major:  Journalism 

Hometown:  Jacl  son,  MS 

Organizations:  Kappa  Alpha 

Theta  Sorority 

Volunteer  Coordinator  for 

Students  Helping  Students 

Plans  after  College:  To  educate 

others  about  the  marginalization  of 

minorities  in  the  media 


Anne  Elizabeth  Nehlig 

Major:  Psychology 

Hometown:  Metaine,  LA 

Organizations: 

Eagle  Connection 

Honors  College 

Plans  after  Graduation:  To  worl 

as  an  occupational  therapist 


Lashonya  Renee  Robinson 

Major:  Speech  Communications 

Hometown:  Liberty,  MS 

Organizations:  Delta  Sigma  Theta 

Sorority 

Lucf  yday  Scholar 

McNair  Scholar 

Future  Blacf  Law 

Students  Association 

Plans  after  College:  To  worl  as 

an  attorney 
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Joh 


Lynn  Romero 


anna  Lynn 

Major:  Speech  Pathology 

Hometown:  Ocean  Springs,  MS 

Organizations:  Kappa  Delta 

Greek  Seekers 

Freshman  Associates 

Lucky  day  Scholar 

Student  Speech  and  Hearing 

Association 

Plans  after  Graduation:  To  worl 

as  a  Speech  Pathologist 


Dee  Anna  Runnels 

Major:  Psychology 

Hometown:  Hazlehurst,  MS 

Organizations:  kappa  Delta 

Luckday  Scholar 

The  Legacy 

Reformed  University  Fellowship 

Psychology  Club 
Plans  after  Graduation:  To  work 
as  a  psychologist  in  alcohol  and 
drug  intervention  and  treatment 


Monesca  Rovela  Smith 

Major:  Sociology 

Hometown:  Brook  haven,  MS 

Organizations:  Student 

Government  Association 

University  Activities  Council 

Black  Law  Student  Association 

Plans  after  Graduation:  To  work 

as  a  prosecuting  attorney 
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Kellie  McCown  St.Cyr 

Major:  Dance  Education 

Hometown:  Slidell,  LA 

Organizations:  Student 

Government  Association 

Chi  Tau  Epsilon 

Dance  Fraternity 

Southern  Style 

University  Activities  Council 

Plans  after  Graduation:  To 

teach  interpersonal 

communications 

people  &  distinctions 


Kafhryn  Kelsey  Stephens 

Mapr:    English 

Hometown:  Natchez,  MS 

Organizations:  Diamond 

Darlings 

The  Legacy 

Sigma  Tau  Delta 

Delta  Gamma  Soronty 

Luckyday  Scholar 

Plans  after  Graduation:  To 

attend  law  school  and  work  as 

a  prosecuting  attorney 


Neil  David  Treat 

Major:    Polymer  Science 

Hometown:  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Organizations:  Collge  of  Science 

and  Technology  Student 
Ambassador 
Polymer  Science  Association 
American  Chemical  Society 
Honors  Student  Association 
Plans  after  Graduation:  To 
improve  the  lives  of  others 


Leslie  Renae  Tynes 


Erin  Coquese  Vaughn 


Michael  David  Walker 


Major:  Nursing 

Hometown:  Petal,  MS 

Organizations:  Freshman  Associates 

The  Legacy 

Chi  Omega  Sorority 

Southern  Style 

Diamond  Darlings 

Golden  Girls 

Plans  after  Graduation:  To  work  as 

an  registered  nurse  then  become  a 

nurse  anethetist 


Major:  English 

Hometown:  Clark  sdale,  MS 

Organizations:  Luckyday  Scholar 

The  Pride  of  Mississippi 

Plans  after  Graduation:  To 

become  a  provost  of  an 
accredited  college/university 


Major:  Psychology 

Hometown:  Birmingham,  AL 

Organizations:  Southern  Style 

Eagle  Connection 

University  Activities  Council 

Catholic  Student  Association 

Plans  after  Graduation:  To  attend 

graduate  school  to  obtain  a 

doctoral  degree  in 

gender  counseling 


Margaret  Mason  Wesley 


Mary  Frances  Wilks 


Tabitha  Nechelle  Williams 


Major:  Speech  Communication 
Hometown:  Columbus,  MS 
Orgainizations: 
Delta  Gamma  Sorority 
College  Panhellenic  Council 
Southern  Style 
Speech  Communication 
Association 
Plans  after  Graduation:  To  enter 
a  career  in  an  international  non- 
profit administration 


Major:  Speech-Language 

Pathology 

Hometown:  Byram,  MS 

Organizations:  Delta 

Gamma  Sorority 

Lambda  Sigma  Honor  Society 

Southern  Style 

Order  of  Omega 

Plans  after  Graduation:  To  work 

as  a  pediatric  audiologist 


Major:  English-Licensure 

Hometown:  D'iberville  MS 

Organizations:  NAACP 

Alpha  Lambda  Delta 

Afro-American  Student 

Organization 

Zeta  Phi  Beta  Sorority 

Lambda  Sigma  Honor  Society 

Plans  After  Graduation:  To  work 

as  a  high  school  English  teacher 
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Abanaikanda,  Adetokunbo 

Abby,  Stephanie 

Adams,  Henry 

Adams,  Kamekia 

Addison.  Angel 

Adkins,  Hunter 

Ahna,  Stacy 

Ainsworth,  Adam 

Akins.  Laquisha 

Alcordo,  Jemarie 

Alexander,  Jennifer 

A 1  ford,  Lacey 

Ali.  Sarrah 

Allbritton,  Raven 

Allemand,  Lori 

Allen,  Shanterika 

Allman.  Matthew 

Alston,  Erica 

Anderson,  Bentley 

Anderson,  Danielle 

Anderson,  Eric 

Anderson,  Jillian 

Anderson.  Justina 

Anderson,  Lance 

Anderson,  Shardae 

Anthony,  Adrienne 

Anthony,  Katie 

Anthony.  Raquel 

Ara.  Natasha 

Arinder,  Elizabeth 

Arnold  IV,  George 

Ashley,  Ann 

Assink,  Stephen 

Augustine,  Alicia 

Baird,  Grayson 

Baker.  Amanda 

Baker,  Jalisa 

Baker,  Kelsea 

Baker,  Marcus 

Baker,  TaTanisha 

Balentine,  Kate 

Ball.  James 

Ballew,  James 

Banks,  Jermaine 

Barber,  William 

Barnes,  Blake 

Barnes,  David 

Burnett.  LaQuera 

Ban,  Yvette 

Bass,  Julia 

Bateman,  Ashley 

Batey,  Tronyu 

Beusley,  Kuleb 

Beatty,  David 


284 


people  &  distinctions 


i 

m 

* 

1 

1 

"> 

1/ 


Beaugh,  Amy 
Beavers,  Brittany 
Beavers.  Christy 
Beech.  Dora 
Been.  Sophia 
Beggerly,  Carlisle 

Bell,  Tempestt 
Benigno,  Jessica 
Bennett.  Erica 
Benson.  DesJuan 
Benson.  Man 
Bentley-Smith,  Richard 

Benvenutti,  Laurie 
Berry.  Ben 
Berry,  Ebony 
Berry,  Renae 
Bianchini,  Josh 
Bilbrew.  Cordaro 

Bissonnette,  Bradford 
Blackwood,  Joelle 
Blakely,  Tameika 
Blakely,  Whitney 
Bland.  Quinton 
Boada.  Richard 

Boatner,  Janie 
Bolgiano,  Maria 
Bolner,  Hannah 
Bonander,  Melissa 
Borries.  Taylor 
Borum.  Jonathan 

Boston.  Krystel 
Bouldin.  Kandi 
Bourgeois,  Patricia 
Bowie.  Keshia 
Bowie.  Tegra 
Boyd.  Meghan 

Boyles,  Katie 
Bradshaw,  Ivor) 
Brady,  T\  ler 
Bragg.  Katie 
Brantley,  Jerrika 
Brasher.  Toni 

Bray,  Kristina 
Breland,  Robert 
Breland,  Traci 
Brewer.  Telia 
Bridges.  Sara 
Brinton,  Lindsey 

Blister.  Crystal 
Britt,  Hillary 
Brittni,  Booth 
Broadbridge,  Jennifer 
Brooks.  Antionette 
Brooks.  Jeremy 
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Brooks,  Nora 

Brooks,  Tiffany 

Brookshire,  Solitah 

Brown,  Amber 

Brown,  Ashley 

Brown,  Bethany 

Brown,  Brandace 

Brown,  Krystal 

Brown,  Latoya 

Brumfield,  Tameka 

Brundidge,  Erie 

Bryant,  Hayley 

Bryant.  LaKeisha 

Buchanan, Jonathan 

Buchanan,  Molly 

Buckles.  Vashana 

Buckley.  Stanley 

B u ford,  Justin 


JOURNEY 


OF 


HOPE 

fund-raising  endurance 


Linsey  Mingo  poses  as 
he  is  being  recognized 
for  parfapating  in  the 
fundraiser  sponsored 
by  Pi  f  appa  Phi 
Photo  by  Christopher 
Bostick 


Every  summer.  Pi  Kappa  Phi  members 
give  up  their  entire  summer  to  raise  money  for 
a  common  cause,  "The  Journey  of  Hope."  This 
past  summer.  Pi  Kappa  Phi  member.  Linsey 
Mingo,  rode  his  bicycle  across  the  country  to 
benefit  others.  A  knee  surgery  did  not  stop 
the  twenty  year-old  from  accomplishing  his 
goal;  bringing  awareness  about  people  with 
disabilities. 

The  ride  was  from  June  11th  until 
August  12th.  Linsey  trained  for  three  rigorous 
months  before  the  trip  by  riding  forty  miles 
three  days  a  week,  and  weight  training  twice 
a  week.  His  ride  started  in  San  Francisco, 
California  and  ended  in  Washington,  D.C.  "It 
was  4,012  miles,  but  who's  counting?"  he  said 
with  a  big  smile. 

"My  family  members  with  disabilities 
were    my    biggest    inspiration,"     said    Linsey. 


He  took  their  strength  and  happiness  with  him 
through  his  entire  journey.  "The  ride  was  hard 
and  full  of  adversity,  yet  people  with  disabilities 
do  it  every  day."  It  was  his  first  time  riding 
for  the  organization.  Linsey  said  the  first  two 
weeks  were  the  toughest.  It  began  to  snow,  and 
the  ride  for  the  day  was  uphill.  Afterwards,  he 
went  through  temperatures  between  1 10  and  1 30 
degrees  in  Texas.  The  twenty-three  members  in 
his  team  would  wake  up  at  four  in  the  morning 
and  ride  their  bikes  until  two  in  the  afternoon,  and 
rode  between  75  to  80  miles  per  day.  At  night, 
they  would  sleep  on  a  gym  floor  or  a  sponsor's 
living  room.  The  sponsors  also  provided  them 
with  meals. 

Linsey  described  how  the  most 
rewarding  part  of  their  day  was  between  riding 
and  sleeping.  Linsey  and  his  teammates  did 
"friendship  visits" — hangout  time  with  children 


and  adults  with  mental  and  physical  disabilities! 
These  visits  took  place  at  rehabilitation  centers! 
gymnasiums,  and  even  water  parks.  Th 
members  used  the  little  energy  they  had  lei: 
after  a  long  day  of  riding  to  entertain  others 
"We  read  stories,  went  to  dances,  but  mostl 
listened."  Linsey  also  recalled  losing  severely  a 
wheelchair  basketball. 

"It  was  definitely  life  changing,"  h 
said.  He  believes  it  was  inspiring  to  see  disable 
people  live  their  lives.  "There  is  nothing  the 
can't  do." 

Linsey  also  had  the  opportunity  to  giv 
the  money  he  raised  directly  to  recipients.  Linse 
said,  "One  of  my  finest  memories  was  giving  tw< 
thousand  dollars  to  a  lady  in  Napa.  She  built 
baseball  field  for  people  with  disabilities  at  he 
own  home.  Seeing  her  "latitude  was  worth 
all."  Story  by  Jennifer  Vital 
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Bullock.  Laura 
Bunkley,  Steven 
Bunn.  Jason 
Burmbrey.  Nakova 
Burnham.  MaDonna 
Burns.  Lisa 

Burnside,  Alexis 
Burrage,  Bernadora 
Burroughs,  Britnej 

Bush.  Chad 
Bush.  Kathryn 

Busscll.  Julia 

Butler.  Bethany 
Butler.  Brandon 
Byrd,  Charles 
Cable.  Joshua 
Cade,  Shelb) 
Cattle.  Marquetta 

Cameron,  Tony 
Campbell.  Seth 
Cancer.  Ivory 
Cangiamilla.  Kristen 
Cannon.  Micah 
Caples.  Courtney 

Carrena,  Francesca 

Carroll.  Allison 
Carter.  Analissa 
Carter,  Earnest 
Carter.  Edward 
Carter.  LaPorsha 

Carter.  Latoya 
Carter,  Mario 
Carter.  Olivia 
Carter,  ReKesha 
Carter.  Shana 
Carter.  Tangee 

Caruthers.  Geanovia 
Can.  Ashley 
Chapman.  Rebecca 
Charleston.  Ordavion 
Charlesw  orth,  Bradley 
Cheeks,  Jessica 

Chesser,  Jeannie 
Chidester.  Nathan 
Childress.  Charles 
Christian.  Brandon 
Cieglo.  Mollie 
Clark.  Anisha 

Clark.  Freda 
Clark.  Lauren 
Clark.  Taylor 
Clark  Jr..  Colandus 
Clark  Jr.,  Ricky 
Clarke  IV,  Joseph 
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Clemmons,  John 

Cliburn,  Patrick 

Cloy,  Samantha 

Coats,  Jessica 

Cobia,  Mary-Amanda 

Cochran.  Staci 

Coffey.  Darell 

Coffin,  Kay  la 

Coffman,  Krysten 

Coker,  Adrienne 

Coleman,  Callista 

Coleman,  Sarah 

Coleman.  Whitney 

Collins.  Fulton 

Collyer,  Mallorie 

Conen,  Jessica 

Cooper,  Octrivia 

Copeland,  Catherine 

Cox,  Ashley 

Cox.  Erika 

Craft.  Victor 

Crayton,  Heather 

deal,  Kristen 

Crosby,  Aimee 

Crosby,  Ellen 

Cullinane,  William 

Cunningham,  Kasha 

Cunningham,  Patricia 

Curry,  Fabian 

Dai  ley,  Qimmah 

Daley,  Rebecca 

Danczyk,  Kimberly 

Danyus,  Ryan 

Dans,  Jasmine 

Dauner,  Dakoda 

Davillier,  Pamela 

Davis,  Brittani 

Davis,  Calvin 

Davis,  Casey 

Davis,  Chasity 

Davis,  DeAna 

Davis,  Jason 

Davis,  Key'Andera 

Davis,  Lucas 

Davis,  Mallorie 

Davis,  Meghan 

Davis,  Tareco 

De  La  Riva,  Lucas 

Dickerson,  Denise 

Dill  ion,  Blondie 

Dillon,  Jeremy 

Dinkins,  LaSheika 
Dixon,  Andrea 
Dixon,  Kristen 
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Dixon,  Natasha 
Dodson,  Brittany 
Dollar.  Esther 
Dooley,  Titlain 
Downs.  Christine 
Dozier,  Zacharj 

Driscoll,  Paul 
DuBose,  Jennifer 
Duckworth.  Sabrina 
Duke,  Hannah 
Dulaney,  Shannon 
Dyess.  Christ\ 

Ealy,  Amy 
Edison, Josh 
Elder,  Tancey 
Eldridge,  Amanda 
Ellis.  April 
Ellis.  Whitney 

Ellison.  Angela 
Ellzey,  Katelyn 
Emery,  Margaret 
Epps.  Chenere' 
Ethridge,  Drew 
Evans,  Amanda 

Evans.  Maggie 
Evans.  Megan 
E/.ell.  Joseph 

<airley,  Albershaun 
Faiiiey.  Anesha 

7airley,  Jamilla 

hurley,  Viola 
;arno.  Christopher 
-aulkner.  LaDarion 
-ferguson,  Jill 
7ernandez,  Steve 
Jernandez,  Zulma 

-'isackerlv.  George 
-itch.  Kaihia 
deteher.  Cheris 
deteher,  Dafany 
detcher.  Janice 
Fletcher,  Rachel 

Fletcher.  Victoria 
Forman,  Amanda 
Foster.  Jessica 
Foster,  Mary 
[-'osier.  Sanders 
Foster.  Shaina 

lister.  Tomim 
'ountain,  Andrew 
"ountain,  Chimene 
xancis,  TeShawn 
ranklin,  Latoria 
'razer,  Jennifer 
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Frazier,  Jerry 

J0**\. 

Freeman,  Elliott 

W          3 

Freeman.  Josh 

wr        i 

Fuller.  Dustin 

^f 

Fulton,  Dana 

\m 

Gaddis,  Kendra 

Gair,  JaLeesa 

Gales.  DeAngelo 

Garner,  Katie 

Garner,  Robin 

Garraway,  Greer 

Garrett,  Cherika 


Gauthreaux,  Teddi 

i*iflPv 

Gelband,  Matthew 

'Wf% 

Geriner,  Alex 

jf^rcl 

Gibson,  Allredia 

Mi.  ""M. 

Giegler,  Teresa 

j/mS     ^kk. 

Gilbert,  Rebecca 

K:       ll 

Gill,  Kevin 

Gill,  Samuel 

Gilman.  Claudette 

Gladney,  Christina 

Glaseo,  Bradley 

Glass.  Kandice 


Glenn.  Ramon 

-4^h. 

Glorioso,  John 

M  8t': 

Glover,  Jasmine 

mfffj 

Goddard,  Stacey 

JfiQf 

Golden.  Jesse 
Goode.  Jennifer 

;-.^5' 

INSPIRING  1 

THE 

MASSES 

Danielle  Hatch  and  Rachel's  Challenge 


Danielle  Hatch  organized 
the  Rachel's  Challenge 
event  on  campus 
promoting  compassion 
and  kindness. 
Photo  by  Elliot  Freeman 
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IOii  November  13th.  Southern  Miss  hosted 
the  Rachel's  Challenge  program  which  was 
I designed  to  inspire,  instruct,  and  enable  students 
I to  make  a  positive  impact  on  their  school 
[•environments.  The  program  attracted  a  lot 
I  of  attention  on  campus  due  to  the  succession 
|of  school  shootings  in  late  October,  and  the 
rediscovery  of  the  need  for  positivism  on 
campus. 

Southern  Miss  senior.  Danielle  Hatch,  a 
child  and  family  development  major  from  New 
Orleans,  decided  to  try  to  bring  the  program 
to  the  university  after  learning  about  Rachel's 
Challenge  while  working  on  a  research  paper. 

"I  took  a  social  work  class  on  grief  and 
bereavement,  and  one  of  our  assignments  was  a 
research  paper  focusing  on  the  topic  {•>(  macro- 
level  grief,  or  how  one  event  can  have  an  impact 
on  a  whole  community."  said  Hatch.  "I  chose  to 
do  my  paper  on  the  Columbine  school  shooting, 
and  during  my  research,  discovered  the  Rachel's 
Challenge  program  on  the  Internet." 

Hatch  worked  with  Student  Government 
Association's     President    Gene    Gouaux     and 


secured    funding   through   the   SGA's   Student 


Gordan,  Chanov  a 

Gordon.  Marisa 
Gowdy,  Theodore 
Graham,  Cristina 
Graham.  Erica 
Graham.  Jessica 

Graham,  Kallie 
Graham.  Medhan 
Grant,  Brittany 
Grassaree,  Akem 
Graves,  Erin 
Gray.  Jazm\  n 

Gray,  Regina 
Gray  II.  LlewelK  n 
Green.  Candace 
Green.  Jessica 
Green.  LaDonna 
Green.  Laura 

Green,  Richard 
Gregory,  Brittanj 
Gregory,  Dossie 
Guillot,  Jeffrey 
Guo,  Mary 
Gutter.  Jerika 

Haecker.  Cordelea 
Hailex .  Jordan 
Hales.  Kourtni 
Hall,  Amisha 
Hall.  Ashle\ 
Hall.  Charles 
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Empowerment  Fund.  The  Student  Empowerment  even   know,   when   the\    came   in   and   pointed 

Fund  was  established  to  allow  Southern  Miss  the  gun  right  at  me."  said  Nowlen.  during  the 

students  the  opportunity  to  obtain  money  lor  presentation.  Nowlen  survived  to  relate  her  tale 

projects   that    they    believe   would    benefit    the  and  give  the  gift  of  Scott's  message. 
university  community.  The  Rachel's  Challenge  program  has  five 

In   life,   Rachel   Scott,  the   inspiration   for  mam  ideas  that  it  advocates  to  create  a  more 

Rachel's  Challenge,  was  an  advocate  for  kindness  positive    school    environment.    The    program 

and  compassion.  Scott  was  the  first  person  killed  challenges    students    to    work    to    eliminate 

in  the  Columbine  High  School  shooting  on  April  prejudice  b\   looking  for  the  best  in  others:  to 

20.  1999.  Even  after  she  was  killed,  her  acts  of  dare   to  dream    b\    setting   goals   and   keeping 

kindness  and  compassion  continue  to  inspire  a  journal:  to  choose  influences  with  the  idea 

people  to  look  for  the  goodness  and  humanity  that  input  determines  output;  to  use  small  acts 

in  others,  alter  a  foundation  in  her  name  was  oi  kindness  and  kind  words  to  make  a  positive 

started  by  family  and  friends.  impact  on  others;  and  to  start  a  chain  reaction  o\ 

The  Columbine  school  shooting  was  carried  this  cycle  with  famil)  and  friends, 
out  by  two  students  at  the  school,  Dylan  Klebold  Freshman    biology    and    pre-med    major, 

and  Eric  Harris,  who  killed  12  of  their  fellow  Bernadette    DeRussj    said.    "The    presentation 

students  and  a  teacher  before  taking  their  own  was   well   put   together  and   the   values   that   it 

lives.  Issues  ol   bullying  and  ostracism  at  the  promotes  are  important  in  creating  an  inviting 

school  were  allegedly  inspirations  for  Klebold  setting  for  education.  I  think  it  goes  even  further 

and  Harris'  actions.  than  the  school  environment  and  applies  to  life 

Nicole  Nowlen.  a  sur\  i\orol  the  Columbine  in  general."  Story  by  Bradley  Glasco 
shootings  presented  both  hers  and  Scott's  story. 
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STAGE 
MONKEYS 


laughing  is  an  understatement 


All  Photos  by  Chirs  Payne 

"The  answer  is  always  weezer,"  said 
Christopher  George  when  interviewed  about 
his  involvement  with  Stage  Monkeys.  Stage 
Monkeys  refers  to  the  improvisational  comedy 
team  at  Southern  Miss.  The  group  started  in 
2000  and  was  known  as  "USM  Comedy  Improv" 
before  changing  their  name. 

"I  joined  because  I  really  enjoy  making 
others  smile  and  laugh."  said  Matt  Hayes,  a 
geology  graduate  student  who  roomed  with  one 
of  the  founders.  The  improvisers  lake  games 
from  the  popular  TV  hit,  "Whose  Line  is  it 
Anyway?"  and  have  added  about  20  of  their 
own  throughout  the  years. 

Improvisation  can  be  defined  as  the 
art  of  making  things  up  off  the  top  of  one's 
head.  Members  of  the  Stage  Monkeys  perform 
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Hampton,  Shaquita 
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without  scripts,  plans  or  preparation.  The  actors 
typically  use  audience  suggestions  to  guide  their 
performance  as  they  create  setting,  dialogue, 
and  the  plot  itself.  Performing  in  these  games 
really  tests  the  wit  and  speed  of  the  actors.  "I  get 
an  amazing  feeling  just  by  standing  out  amongst 
a  great  group  of  hilarious  people,"  said  Ginger 
Haywood,  the  only  female  improviser  during 
the  fall  semester. 

The  Stage  Monkeys  never  know  how 
successful  a  performance  will  be.  Several 
key  elements  help  create  a  more  successful 
and  smooth-running  show.  Performers  must 
first  establish  a  sense  of  trust,  then  practice 
physical  and  verbal  communication  with  their 
teammates. 

Another  element    is   building,    which 


involves  making  an  offer  (or  idea)  that  support: 
and  expands  a  previous  one.  Lastly,  and  probabh 
most  obvious,  improvisers  need  a  high  level  o 
spontaneity.  Members  must  react  to  what  ii 
going  around  them  immediately  and  adjust  tc 
what  they  have  just  heard  without  ignoring  am 
member  on  stage. 

The  Stage  Monkeys  perform  free  show: 
every  other  Thursday  for  two  hours,  with  a  shor 
intermission.  The  element  of  ingenuousnes: 
and  unpredictability  makes  each  performance 
unique  and  exciting  for  both  the  performer: 
and  the  audience.  In  the  words  of  theatre  majo 
William  Murphree,  "It's  a  sure  thing!"  Story  b> 
Jennifer  Vital 
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Hanes,  Melissa 
Hankins.  Mary 
Hanna.  Laura 
Harbin.  Chakelya 
Harding.  Justin 
Harmon.  Lauren 

Harper,  Emily 
Harper,  Jillian 
Harrell.  Courtne) 
Harris.  Diamond 
Harris.  Tiffany 
Harrison.  Courtney 

Hart.  Ke'Arndra 
Harvey,  ka\  la 
Harvey.  Kimberly 
Harvey,  Wilbert 
Hatch.  Shelley 
Hatcher.  Candice 

Hat  ten,  William 
Hawkins.  Rosanna 
Hawthorne.  Danielle 
Hayman,  Brian 
Haywood.  Ginger 
He.  Ben 

Hebert,  Ryan 
Heindl,  Brittain 
Hembree,  Kelly 
Hemphill.  Willie 
Henderson.  Anthony 
Henderson.  Joshua 

Hendry,  Ashlee 
Hendry.  Matthew 
Henne.  Justin 
Hensarling,  Ryan 

1  lenshaw,  Joycelyn 
Henson.  Tiffany 

Herbert.  Joseph 
Herrington,  Diamonisha 
Herrod.  Bobby 
Hessleberg.  Johnny 
Hickman.  Justin 
Hicks.  Jana 

Higginbotham,  [la 
Hill,  Cath) 
Hill.  Stephanie 
Hillanbrand.  Andrew 
Hillard.  Veranda 
Hilton.  Kyle 

Himebrook,  Sarah 
Hobson,  Shonice 

Hot schneider.  Nathaniel 
Hoggatt.  Dorcas 
HoKamp.  Rachel 
Hollimon-Jones,  Nani 
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Holmes,  Cassandra 

Holston,  Benjamin 

Holt,  Jevelle 

Hooks,  Consuella 

Hopkins,  Lindsay 

Hopsor,  Kimberly 

Hopton,  Kyle 

Horn,  Ashley 

Horn.  Jessica 

Home,  Brittany 

Home,  Ronald 

Horton,  Shana 

Hosey,  Shawn 

Hotard,  Reed 

Hough  III,  Robert 

House,  Devan 

Houston,  Sam  one 

Howard,  Darius 

Howard,  Tameka 
Howell,  Emily 

Hubbard,  Tiffany 
Hudson,  Bridgette 

Hudson,  Douglas 
Hudson.  Nalcedria 

Hughes,  Brittany 

Hughes,  Jessica 

Hunt,  LaKezia 

Hunt,  RaDerisha 

Husband,  Michael 

Hymel,  Kimberly 

Hypolite,  Chantell 

Ingalls,  Julian 

Irby,  Corey 

Irby,  Jame 

Ishakarah,  Ashanti 

Ismaih,  Hany 

Ivory,  Kalashia 

Ivy,  Shenika 

Jackson,  Christopher 

Jackson,  Elizabeth 

Jackson,  Jasmine 

Jackson,  LeShannon 

Jackson,  Natasha 

Jackson,  Sedrick 

James.  Jimila 

James,  Nikeia 

Janeway,  Timothy 

Jankins,  Tonya 

Jantzen,  Ryan 

Javery,  Todd 

Jefferson,  Ashelee 

Jefferson,  Shacortney 

Jefferson,  Shayla 

Jenkins,  Amanda 
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Joe.  Alicia 

Johnson,  Brittany 
ohnson,  Bnttain 
ohnson,  Christopher 

Johnson.  Courtney 
ohnson.  Darketta 

ohnson.  DcAndra 
ohnson.  Jeannette 
ohnson,  Jerrj 
ohnson.  Kasha) 
ohnson.  Katie 
ohnson.  Richard 

ohnson.  Sharkia 
ohnson.  Sitaniel 
ohnson.  Tammy 
ohnson.  Whitney 
ohnson.  Yolanda 
ohnston,  Ashley 

ohnston,  I. on 
ones.  Adam 
ones.  Amanda 
ones.  Coy 
ones.  Elizabeth 
ones.  1  loll) 

ones.  Josselynne 
ones,  Marquita 
ones.  Radical 
ones  Jr..  Michael 
ones  Jr..  Robert 
Jordan. Jessica 

Kahlcr.  Shawn 
Kaminsky.  Dawn 
Kane.  Alicia 
Keenan.  Elizabeth 
Kelley,  Jeanine 
Kellogg.  Ashleigh 

Kelly,  Dia 
Kelly,  Hannah 
Kemp.  Honoree 
Kendrix,  Roberts 
Keys.  Tremaine 
Killingsworth,  Elicia 

Kilonsky,  Robery 
King. John 
King.  Landon 
King.  LaQuisia 

King.  Mario 
King.  Robert 

King.  Ukeitha 
Kinn,  Cordell 
Kirby,  Bntnex 
Knarr.  Loren 
Knight.  Erica 
Kniizht.  Gregon 
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Dr.  Joe  Paul  the  Vice  President  of  Student 
Affairs,  challenges  each  student  to  leave 
Southern  Miss  better  than  they  found  it. 
Each  of  the  Hall  of  Fame  winners  exceed 
this  challenge  by  noticeably  impacting 
this  campus  in  a  positive  away.  For  their 
achievements  in  scholarship  and  leadership, 
these  students  are  inducted  into  the  Hall  of 
Fame,  which  represents  the  highest  honor  a 
student  can  achieve  at  Southern  Miss. 


Photos  Submitted  by  Photo  Se 
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Adam  L.  Buckalew,  son  of  Glen  and  Soni  Buckalew  and 
native  of  Gull  port,  MS.  is  a  public  relations  major  with  a  minor 
in  speech  communication  and  an  interest  in  politics.  Buck's 
interest  in  obtaining  a  career  as  a  lobbyist  led  him  to  a  summer 
internship  with  .Senator  Trent  Lott.  Working  as  a  press  intern. 
Buck  organized  daih  clips  for  national  newspapers,  assisted 
in  Senator  Lolt's  radio  address,  and  gathered  constituent 
information. 

Buck  has  also  contributed  to  student  life  at  Southern 
Miss.  He  worked  as  a  staff  assistant  with  the  Office  of  Greek 
Life  where  he  represented  men's  Greek  life  and  coordinated 
activities.  Buck  also  served  as  an  executive  director  for 
Golden  Eagle  Welcome  Week,  the  President  o\'  the  Inter- 
Fraternity  Council,  and  the  Social  Chairman  for  the  Kappa 
Sigma  Fraternity. 


oshua  Allen  Bird 


Joshua  Allen  Bird,  a  native  of  Jackson.  MS  and  son  of  Eugene 
and  Glenda  Bird,  is  an  economics  major  aspiring  to  obtain  a  career 
in  corporate  law.  Awards  that  Joshua  has  already  gained  at  Southern 
Miss  include  a  nomination  lor  a  Rhodes  Scholarship,  the  Ally  Graham 
Memorial  Scholarship,  the  Business  Advisors  Council  Study  Abroad 
Scholarship,  and  the  Presidential  Scholarship. 

Joshua  works  on  campus  as  the  editor  of  Catalyst,  the 
undergraduate  research  journal,  lie  also  leaches  biolog)  labs  and 
works  as  the  equipment  manager  lor  the  Southern  Miss  women's 
soccer  team. 

With  a  passion  for  community  service.  Joshua  has  lent  his 
management  skills  to  Hattiesburg.  He  helped  teach  elemental)  school 
children  how  to  create  science  lair  projects,  and  coordinated  a  seminar 
in  which  a  Trustmark  executive  taught  students  professional  inten  ie\\ 
skills. 
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LaShonya  Renee  Robinson 

LaShonya  Renee  Robinson,  daughter  of  Calvin  and  Patricia 
Robinson  is  a  speech  communications  major  in  the  College  of 
Arts  and  Letters.  Upon  graduation,  LaShonya  plans  on  pursuing  a 
career  in  law  and  becoming  a  prominent  attorney.  LaShonya  has  set 
herself  apart  and  made  many  contributions  to  both  her  university 
and  community. 

LaShonya's  many  on-campus  affiliations  include  the  Delta 
Sigma  Theta  Sorority,  and  numerous  academic  awards  such  as  a 
Ronald  E.  McNair  Scholarship.  LaShonya  is  the  ELITE  President, 
a  Luckyday  Mentor,  a  Cabinet  member  of  both  Leadership  and 
Luckyday  Programs,  as  well  as  Golden  Eagle  Welcome  Week  Crew 
member. 

In  addition  to  the  above  accomplishments.  LaShonya  has 
earned  honors  such  as  Miss  Southern  Miss.  Order  of  Omega 
Honor  Society,  President's  List,  Who's  Who  Among  Colleges  and 
Universities,  and  the  National  Dean's  List. 


Eugene  Godfrey  Gouaux 

Eugene  Godfrey  Gouaux  III  is  the  son  of  Bubba  and  Toni  Gouaux 
from  Lockport,  LA.  Gene  is  an  accounting  major  in  the  College  oi 
Business  and  Economic  Development,  and  hopes  to  one  day  earn  a 
graduate  degree  in  accounting. 

Gene  plays  an  active  roll  on  campus  as  the  President  of  the  Student 
Government  Association,  while  holding  other  positions  in  Men  of 
Excellence,  Lambda  Sigma.  Phi  Eta  Sigma,  Beta  Alpha  Psi,  and  the 
Catholic  Student  Association. 

Gene  is  also  a  Leadership  Scholar  and  has  earned  a  Regional 
Scholarship  and  an  Academic  Excellence  Scholarship. 

In  addition  to  his  work  on  campus.  Gene  gives  back  to  the 
community  through  service  with  the  Christian  Services  Soup  Kitchen 
Adopt  a  Family,  and  Habitat  for  Humanity. 
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Margaret  Mason  Wesley 

Margaret  Mason  Wesley,  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Homer 
and  Marion  Wesley  is  a  speech  communication  major  in  the 
College  of  Arts  and  Letters  who  plans  on  pursuing  a  career 
in  the  international  non-profit  administration  field. 

Maggie  is  a  prime  example  of  the  integration  of  scholastic 
accomplishment  and  student  involvement.  Maggie  is  active 
in  the  Student  Government  Assocation,  Delta  Gamma 
Sorority.  Honors  College.  College  Panhellenic  Council. 
Southern  Syle,  Golden  Eagle  Welcome  Week  Crew,  Speech 
Communication  Association.  The  Legacy,  and  Gamma 
Rho  Chi.  In  addition  to  these  accomplishments.  Maggie  is 
a  Luckyday  Scholar  and  holds  positions  in  Omicron  Delta 
Kappa  Honor  Society.  Order  of  Omega  Honor  Society,  and 
Lambda  Sigma  Honor  Society. 


Neil  David  Treat 

Neil  David  Treat  was  born  to  Mike  and  Melissa  Treat  and  is 
a  polymer  science  major  planning  on  attending  graduate  school  to 
augment  his  undergraduate  work  and  earn  a  graduate  degree  in  a 
polymer  related  field. 

Neil  has  six  publications,  a  3.971  GPA.  and  has  earned  fourteen 
awards  consisting  of  a  Goldwater  Scholarship  and  Trigg  Scholarship. 
Neil  is  also  on  the  President's  List  and  Dean's  List. 

Neil's  undergraduate  activities  do  not  slop  with  academics 
however;  he  has  also  held  positions  such  as  a  Student  Ambassador 
of  the  College  of  Science  and  Technology.  President  of  the  Polymer 
Science  Association,  and  member  of  the  American  Chemical  Society 
and  Honors  Student  Association. 
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marching 
with  the  cavaliers 


Knight,  Kyra 

Knight.  Lori 

Krhut,  Sydney 

Krouse,  Shannon 

Labit,  Monica 

Lacey,  Ashley 

Ladner,  Melissa 

Lambright,  Bart 

Lambuth,  Emily 

Lamptey,  Jonathan 

Lance,  Stefanie 

Lang,  Melissa 

Lanneman,  Jamie 

Lara,  Emile 

Lazano,  Mandie 

Leatherwood,  Alicia 

Ledbetter,  Deanna 

Ledhetter,  Robert 

Lee.  Natalie 

Leek, John 

Leek,  Permelia 

Leek,  Trey 

Leggett,  LeKendra 

Leininger,  Rachel 


An  average  halftime  performance 
from  the  marching  band  at  Southern  Miss 
contains  fourteen  to  twenty-five  different 
formations;  the  Cavaliers  Marching  Band 
forms  two  hundred  fourteen  per  performance, 
and  each  performance  lasts  about  eleven  and 
a  half  minutes.  "It's  like  a  marching  band  on 
steroids,"  said  sophomore  Jeremy  Seneca.  He 
traveled  and  performed  with  the  Cavaliers 
Marching  Band  during  this  past  summer, 
from  May  nineteenth  until  August  thirteenth. 

Seneca  has  played  the  trumpet  since 
fifth  grade,  and  became  interested  in  joining 
the  Cavaliers  when  he  entered  the  eighth 
grade.  His  trumpet  professor  at  Southern  Miss 
motivated  him  and  helped  him  prepare  for 
tryouts.  Jeremy  practiced  daily  for  over  four 
months  before  the  tryout  camps. 

There  are  two  camps  which  allow 
young  men  to  perform  and  try  to  earn  a  spot 
on  the  Cavaliers  marching  band.  About  three 
hundred  young  men  showed  up  for  each 
camp,  in  November  and  late  December.  Forty 
trumpet  players  auditioned  at  each  camp,  yet 


only  twenty-four  made  it,  Jeremy  included. 

The  Cavaliers  Marching  Band  started 
in  1948  as  a  youth  activity  for  boys,  focusing 
on  keeping  kids  from  becoming  juvenile 
delinquents.  It  still  only  allows  male  members 
to  audition  and  is  made  up  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty-five  men  between  the  ages  of  sixteen 
and  twenty-two.  Unlike  a  university  band, 
only  the  brass,  color  guard,  and  percussion 
perform.  The  Cavaliers  compete  against  othei 
national  American  bands  as  well  as  bands 
from  Japan  and  Canada.  This  year  during 
competition,  the  Cavaliers  won  the  Drum 
Corps  International  World  Championship  foi 
the  seventh  time.  They  also  won  the  Brass 
Caption  Award,  the  Visual  Award,  and  the 
Spirit  of  Disney  Award.  "At  first  I  thoughl 
people  were  going  to  laugh  at  us,  but  then 
we  started  to  perform  instead  of  just  running 
around."  said  Jeremy. 

The  Cavaliers  began  theii 
performances  on  June  sixteenth.  They  traveled 
around  the  country,  performing  three  to  foui 
times  a  week.  They  started  in  Illinois  and 
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raveled  to  places  such  as  Chicago,  and  cities  in 
view  Jersey  and  Virginia.  Their  show  included 
lancing  and  marching,  and  they  played  nonstop. 
At  one  point,"  said  Jeremy,  "the  trumpets  sat 
down  and  the  color  guard  started  a  mosh  pit, 
ollowed  by  silence  as  the  snare  drum  ended  the 
.how." 

Of  his  experiences,  Jeremy  said:  "I 
annol  think  of  a  specific  favorite  memory, 
vlaking  friends  the  entire  summer  was  amazing." 
,  Je  enjoyed  performing  and  winning  almost  every 
ompetition,  yet  his  favorite  moments  consisted 
)f  goofing  off  with  his  friends  in  the  bus  and  at 
ehearsals.  The  Cavaliers  are  not  allowed  to  use 
ell  phones  and  have  to  sleep  on  air  mattresses, 
,et  the  lack  of  such  privileges  do  not  stop  the 
nembers  from  having  fun.  Jeremy  cannot  wait 
until  next  year  to  audition  again.  "It's  tough  at 
he  beginning."  he  said,  "but  I'm  glad  I  stuck  it 
lut,  because  it  was  definitely  worth  it." 
Story  by  Jennifer  Vital 


Jeremy  Seneca  smiles  as 
he  is  recognized  for  his 
performance  with  the 
Cavaliers  Marching  Band 
Photo  by  Elliot  Freeman 


Leist.  Julie 


•land.  Heather 


Leonard.  Sarah 


Levens,  Kenda 


.ewis.  Darrel 


Lewis,  icholas 
Lewis,  Jennifer 
Lewis.  Kenderick 
Lewis.  Lakesha 
Lewis,  Teresa 
Liburd.  Tanika 

Lingenfelder.  (Catherine 
Little.  Clark 
Lloyd.  Michael 
Lloyd.  Mitchell 
Lloyd,  Ronnie 
Lock.  Keandra 

Lockett,  Davina 

Loehr.  Don 
Lofton.  LaMichael 
Lombardo,  Alison 
Longmire.  Cache 
Love.  Maribeth 

Lovinggood,  Stuart 

Lowe.  Margaret 
Lowery,  Christopher 
Lo/es.  Lindsej 
Lucas.  Zundra 
Luter.  Nathan 
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Lynch,  Jessica 

Lyons,  Jerome 

Maberry,  Katiea 

Macias,  Rebecca 

Maestri,  Elizabeth 

Magee,  Adrianne 

Magee,  Audrey 

Magee,  Jowanda 

Magee.  Tiffany 

Magee,  Tyra 

Magee  II,  Roger 

Malik.  Sadaf 

Malmberg,  Sara 
Maloy,  Elizabeth 

Marlow,  Rachel 

Martin,  James 

Martin,  Keiwaun 

Martin,  LaKesha 

Martin.  Marcus 

Mason,  Kelly 

Matthews,  Galina 

Matthews.  Michael 

Maurer,  Emily 

May.  Ashley 

Mayfield.  La'Cassia 

McAllister.  Jill 

McBride,  Jacques 

McCay,  Stephen 

McCleery,  Tyler 

McCook.  Larry 

McCoy.  Candra 

McCrary,  Carlie 

McCray,  Courtney 

McDonald,  Lauren 

McDowell,  Rachel 

McDyess,  Alexia 

McGarity,  Teffany 

McGee,  Karen 

McGee,  Kendra 

McGhee,  Arlicia 

McGinnis,  Lauren 

McGinnis,  Linzee 

McGl uster,  Byron 
Mclnnis,  Hannah 
Mcintosh,  Shawn 

McKercher,  Jaime 

McKines.  Kimuel 

McLain.  Kayla 

McLain,  Rebecca 

McLaurin,  Sandra 

McLendon,  Devina 

McLeod,  Charguetta 

McMillon.  Trisha 

McNeese,  Craig 
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TOUCHE 

the  silver  sabers  fencing  club 


As  diverse  as  Southern  Miss*s  mix  of 
activities  and  organizations  may  be,  one 
organization  stands  apart  from  the  rest.  The 
Silver  Sabers  Fencing  Club  was  originally 
founded  in  1954  and  then  fell  into  inactivity 
until  it  was  revived  in  2002  to  provide  students 
with  a  unique  opportunity  to  learn  and  fight 
in  the  European  tradition.  For  the  uninitiated, 
fencing  is  a  sport  where  competitors  fight  with 
blunted  or  "foiled"  weapons  and  try  to  acquire 
points  by  landing  blows  onto  legal  areas  of  the 
opponent. 

The  club  focuses  on  teaching  traditional 
fencing:  the  art  of  fighting  with  a  foiled  blade  as 


if  it  were  a  genuine  martial  weapon  to  develop 
skills  originally  intended  for  self-defense. 
Accordingly,  control  and  discipline  are  preferred 
to  flashy  and  ineffective  techniques  more  often 
seen  in  Hollywood  movies.  Club  instructor, 
senior  Brian  Upton  said  "A  competitor  does  not 
need  to  land  fifteen  blows  to  an  opponent  when 
one  or  two  could  do  just  as  well." 

The  club  features  both  skilled,  seasoned 
fencers  in  addition  to  those  pursuing  the 
sport  of  fencing  for  the  first  time.  Upton  has 
approximately  seven  years  of  experience  while 
president,  Colin  Miner,  also  a  senior,  has  been 
fencing  for  five.   Experience  and  equipment  are 


not  required  to  join 

The  club  has  a  small  but  dedicated  base 
of  members,  and  as  of  this  year  has  started 
participating  in  various  fencing  tournaments. 
Of  course,  fencing  is  not  all  about  competition. 
According  to  Steven  Bunkley,  a  junior,  fencing 
is  as  taxing  as  any  other  activity  and  comes  with 
its  own  set  of  rigors.  "If  it  doesn't  hurt."  he  said. 
"you're  not  doing  it  right." 

The    Silver    Sabers    Fencing    Club    meets 
Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  nights  from  7:30  P.M. 
to  9:30  P.M.  and  Saturday  mornings  from  I  1 :30 
A.M.  to  1:30  P.M.  in  the  Payne  Center. 
Story  by  Elliot  Freeman 

McPhail.  EniiK 
McSparrin.  Kcllis 
McSparrm.  Samantha 
McSwain.  Eunice 
McWhorter.  Marks 
Medina.  Ashlej 

Meek.  Mark 
Vleeks.  Whit 
Meigs.  Da\  id 
Melacon,  Emily 
Messer.  Laura 
Meyer,  1\\ 

Michael.  Brandi 
Michel  1.  Sarah 
Mickell.  Ashle\ 
Mickej  Jr..  Troy 
Mignott.  Jamie 
Miller.  Jessica 
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Miller.  Sarah 

Miller.  Whitney 

Milsap.  Brittany 

Mingo.  Linsey 

Minor.  Katherine 

Minor,  Shaundari 

Mitchell.  Cashenna 

Mock,  Matthew 

Modeste,  Lyndon 

Moe.  Tara 

Monks,  Mary 

Montgomery-Parker,  Jamie 

Moor,  Kyle 

Moore.  Jarmikya 

Moore,  Laura 

Moore,  Luci 

Moore,  Madison 

Moore,  Mistia 

Moore,  Norva 

Moore,  Yolanda 

Morgan,  Antwanette 

Morgan,  Brittany 

Morgan,  Eugene 

Morgan,  Keeley 

Morgan.  Phameca 

Morgan.  Ronya 

Morgan,  Stacy 

Morien,  Megan 

Morris,  Amanda 

Morris.  Brandon 

Morris,  Quincy 

Morris.  Whitney 

Mura,  Randi 

Murphy.  Eboni 

Murphy.  Tiffany 

Musgraves,  Brittany 

Mutziger,  William 

Myers,  Ashton 

Myers,  Brodrick 

Myers,  Donald 

Myles,  Ashley 

Nab/dyk,  Jennifer 

Nails,  Jama] 

Nash,  Josephine 

Nash,  Stephen 

Neapollioun,  Lumon 

Necaise,  Amanda 

Nelson,  Anthony 

Nelson,  Heather 
Nettles,  Katelyn 
Nettles,  Taleighia 
Newman,  Amanda 
Newman,  Ciara 
Newson,  Kristy 
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Nichols.  LaKisha 
Nicholson.  Destinj 
Nick,  Melissa 
Nix,  Samantha 
N  orris,  Rheo 
Northrup,  Jaclyn 

Nunn,  Melanie 
Odum,  Melissa 
( )giamien,  Osa 
Oliver,  Emily 
O'Rourke,  Jonathan 
Orr,  Shayon 

Otthofer,  Elizabeth 
Outlen,  Donna 
Pace,  Grenetta 
Pace,  Holly 
Paine.  Latosha 
Pair,  Dylan 

Pardee.  Angie 
Parker.  Erica 
Parks.  Beverly 
Parks.  Melissa 
Patel,  Vandana 
Patterson.  Ryan 

3atton.  Tondalei 
Jaul,  Tiffany 
:>ayne,  Lauren 
Dayton.  Alyssia 
3ayton.  Apryl 
3ayton,  Kayla 

^eebles,  Jessica 
Pendleton,  Rose 
3erez.  Deigo 
'erry,  La-Quita 

'eters,  Sean 
3han,  Kelly 

'hares,  Cassandra 
'hillips,  Abbey 
'hillips.  Eric 
'ickens,  Treymayne 
5ierce,  Matthew 
5ierre,  Schawanda 

'igott,  Tiffany 
5illey.  Rachel 
'ippin.  Jermaine 
'ippin,  TaShannon 
'ittman,  Hannah 
'ittman,  Omari 

'itts,  Morgan 
Joche".  Emily 
5oche\  Lauren 
3oelma,  Justin 
'ol.  Grant 
5ollard.  Kristal 
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RANGERS 

LEAD 


THE  WAY 

a  specialized  division  of  Army  ROTC 


The  Ranger  Team  pauses 
for  a  picture  as  they  are 
being  recognized  for  their 
job  well  done  during  the 
Ranger  Challenge  2006 
Photo  Submitted  by  Army 
ROTC 


The  Ranger  Team,  a  group  of  students 
dedicated  to  the  Army  ROTC  program,  are  often 
seen  simply  as  the  camouflage-clad  group  doing 
push-ups  in  the  end  /one.  However,  this  group 
of  elite  students  participate  in  their  own  annual 
competition. 

October  20th  and  21st  of  2006  is  nothing 

but  a  memory  to  the  rangers  who  participated  in 

the  rigorous  Ranger  Challenge  competition.  The 

cadets  traveled  to  Mississippi  State  University 

and  competed  with   lour  other  colleges  from 

around  Mississippi.  The  events  consisted  of  the 

PT  test,  patrolling  exam,  hand  grenade  assault 

course,  weapon  assembly  and  disassembly,  and 

one  rope  bridge.  The  most  strenuous  event  of 

the  competition  was  the  six-mile  foot  march. 

Pope.  William 

Porter,  Krystal 

Posey,  Gloria 

Poston,  Sherrell 

Powell,  Charlene 

Powers,  Christiana 

Poyadon,  Letasia 

Price,  Jelaney 

Price,  Shannon 

Price.  Vincent 

Privette,  Kelley 

Pruett,  Delaina 

Pulliam,  Holh 
Pulliman.  Micah 

Pusch,  Jeffrey 

Puzz,  Leah 

Quave,  Chastity 

Quave,  Deborah 
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in  which  each  cadet  carried  a  rucksack  with 
approximately  351bs  of  weight.  Southern  Miss's 
team  started  third,  but  ended  in  first  place, 
twelve  minutes  ahead  of  the  other  teams,  with 
an  overall  time  of  one  hour  and  seven  minutes. 

The  competing  team  consisted  of  nine 
cadets  and  one  alternate,  with  a  support  group  of 
seven.  "The  support  group  really  came  through 
motivating  us  to  keep  up  the  pace.  Though 
they  did  not  compete  in  the  challenge,  their 
encouragement  kept  us  consistent,"  said  Clifton 
Marshall. 

In  the  end.  the  Ranger  Team  took  second 
place  overall.  "The  training  was  hard  and 
challenging;  we  did  the  best  we  could.  1  am 
proud  to  be  the  commander  of  such  a  hard 


working  team  who  really  put  all  they  had  intt 
the  competition,"  said  Marshall.  The  MVP  o 
the  competition,  and  the  person  who  scorei  I 
highest  on  the  patrolling  exam  was  Bryon  Riei- 
The  cadet  with  the  highest  PT  score  out  of  tht 
competition  was  Gabriel  Dearman. 

The  performance  of  the  Southern  Mis 
team  was  matchless.  The  physical  and  menta 
conditions  that  the  Rangers  were  put  unde 
tested  their  ability  to  work  together  as  a  tear 
implenting  their  motto  "Rangers  lead  the  way. 
Story  by  Samantha  Key 
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Quinn.  Michael 
Radial.  Hannah 
Ralev.  Travis 
Ramsay,  Miranda 
Ramshur,  Amanda 
Randall.  Dorian 

Rankin.  Jordan 
Rankin.  Joseph 
Ransom.  Patrick 
Raper,  Janine 
Rasmussen.  David 
Ratcliff,  Katrena 

Ratcliff,  William 
Ray. Jacob 
Ray.  Sarah 

Reddoch.  Christopher 
Reeder,  Robert 
Reed-Kreis.  Jade 

Regan,  Regina 
Reiber.  Anna 
Reich.  Melony 
Reid.  Ramona 
Remel,  Vanessa 
Resurreccion,  Andree 

Richards,  Justin 
Richardson.  Debony 
Richardson,  Elizabeth 
Richardson.  Jessica 
Richardson.  Lindsaj 
Rico,  Donald 

Ridell.  Ricky 
Rigney,  Lauren 
Robersts.  Elliot 
Roberts.  Mandy 
Roberts.  Nathan  D. 
Robertson.  Charming 

Robertson.  Michael 
Robinson.  Elizabeth 
Robinson.  Jeffrey 
Robinson.  Kyra 
Robinson.  LaShonya 
Robinson.  Pamela 

Robinson.  Sarah  Catherine 
Robinson.  Travon 
Robinson.  Utopia 
Roby,  Alexis 
Rodgers.  Quanesha 
Rodriguez.  Jell 

Rogers.  Gregory 
Roland.  Daniel 
Rose.  Kathleen 
Ross.  Katie 
Rougusa.  Lindsa) 
Rowell,  Christine 
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Rubisoff,  John 

Rucker,  Keishani 

Rucker,  Michael 

Runnels.  Shanika 

Rushing,  Amanda 

Rushing,  Michelle 

Sablich,  John 

Safley,  Justin 

Sanders,  Ashley 

Sanders,  Tiffany 

Sandoval,  Ronna 

Sans,  Kimberly 

Sartin,  Desiree' 

Saucier,  Jared 

Saucier,  Natasha 

Saulsberry,  Whitney 

Sawyer,  Sarah 

Sayger,  Toni 

Scarbrough,  Desiree 

Schilling,  Matt 

Schindler.  Mary 

Schlesinger,  Sarah 

Schmidt,  Charles 

Schmitt,  Kaylee 

Schultz.  Leah 

Seaton,  Leslie 

Sellers,  Amanda 

Sellers,  Bryan 

Selmon,  Alyshia 

Selmon,  Tericka 

Sentell,  Lauren 

Shanterra.  Stucky 

Sharp.  Pat 

Sharpton,  Melinda 

Shaw,  LaChesne 

Shaw,  Robin 

Sheppard,  Tiffany 

Sheridan,  Julie 

Sherrard,  Ashley 

Shoemake,  Randy 

Shoemaker,  Jennifer 

Short,  Kimberlee 

Silva,  Kevin 

Simmons,  Belinda 

Simon,  Courtney 

Simpson,  Shannon 

Sims,  Dylan 

Sims,  Gail 

Sims,  Lavee 

Sims,  Paul 

Singleton,  Christie 

Singleton,  Jerica 

Singleton.  Marque/. 

Skinner,  Britanioa 
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Skinner.  Miranda 
Skrmetti,  Tiffany 
Slater,  Sarah 
Slaughter,  LaVerria 
Slay,  Megan 
Slayton,  Amanda 

Sleeseman,  I  lollie 

Sloan,  Adam 
Small.  Courtnej 
Smallman.  Shannon 
Smith.  Alexandria 
Smith,  Andrea 

Smith.  Austin 
Smith.  Austin  .1. 
Smith,  Chelsey 
Smith.  Christie 
Smith.  Diana 
Smith.  Diondra 

Smith,  Gregory 
Smith.  Jonathon 

Smith.  Joshua 
Smith.  Justin 
Smith.  Kami 
Smith.  Karin 

Smith.  Kimyattra 
Smith.  Lance 
Smith.  LaQuanda 
Smith.  Lauren 
Smith.  Michael 
Smith.  Monesca 

Smith.  Samantha 
Smith.  Samantha 
Smith.  Tockcey 
Smith.  Veronica 
Snyder,  Bobby 
Songer,  Jeff 

Sowers.  Thomas 
St.  Cyr.  Kellie 
Stafford.  Krisly 
Stamps.  LeRoy 
Stancle.  Courtney 
Starks.  Ciera 

Stavter.  Sam 
Steadham,  Daniel 
Steinaway,  Chelsea 
Stephens.  Ashley 
Stepney,  Hillary 
Stewart.  Ashley 

Stewart.  Justin 
Stewart.  Mira 
Stewart.  Nola 
Stokes.  Avrell 
Stokes.  Tiffany 
Stonier.  Carol 
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Stowers,  Jalessa 

Straight,  Jasmine 

Strowder,  Tomeka 

Stucke,  Shannon 

Suiter,  Rachel 

Sullivan,  Timothy 

Sumrall,  Jordan 

Swanson  III,  Richard 

Taggart,  Casey 

Tanner,  Hailey 

Tanner.  Micah 

Tart,  Samuel 

Tatum,  Alexandra 

Taylor,  Brittany 

Taylor.  Courtney 

Taylor,  John 

Terry,  Megan 

Thomas,  Andrea 

Thomas,  Artesia 

Thomas,  Brennen 

Thomas,  Brittany 

Thomas,  Gina 

Thomas,  Henry 

Thomas,  Sean 

Thomas,  Shantelle 

Thomas,  Tracy 

Thompson,  Ashley 

Thompson,  Chiquila 

Thompson,  Jayme 

Thompson,  LaMegan 

Thompson,  Natalie 

Thronson,  Keri 

Thurmond,  Karia 

Tierce,  Trey 

Timbs,  Cameron 

Tisdale.  Amanda 

Torjusen,  Ashley 

Tosch,  John 

Trigg,  Regina 

Trotter,  Jessica 

Truitt,  Justin 

Tullos,  Brandon 

Tureaud,  Ashton 

Tureaud,  Lauren 

Turner,  Alexis 

Underwood,  Rachel 

Underz,  Alexander 

Underz,  Alexis 

Vallas,  Lia 

Vallette,  Stephen 

Vampran,  Delaney 

Vann,  Savannah 

Vasser,  Niesha 

Vaughn,  Erin 
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Joe  Styron.  a  senior  from 
Mandeville  Louisiana 

leads  Alpha  Psi  Omega 
as  president  Styron  has 
performed  lead  roles  in 
Southern  Miss  productions 
such  as  Hair  and  Little 
Shop  of  Horrors 


ALPHA 

PSI 

OMEGA 

theatre  fraternity 


Alpha  Psi  Omega,  known  to  its  members  as 
APO  or  Alpha  Psi,  functions  as  a  combination 
of  a  social  and  academic  fraternity  on  campus. 
While  APO  does  not  offer  the  same  benefits 
i  as  traditional  fraternities,  the  "roup  does  foster 
;  a  sense  of  community  among  the  students  on 
campus  interested  in  and  studying  theatre. 

However,     like     all     the     fraternities    on 

campus,  APO  hosts  several  philanthropy  events 

throughout  the  year,  in  addition  to  members- 

|  only  events  such  as  the  Jingle  Bell  Ball  where 

■  annual  awards  are  presented  like  the  "Silver 

I  Bell"  for  the  best  singer.    Alpha  Psi  donates  all 

All  Photos  Submitted  by  Alpha  Psi  Omega 


of  the  money  raised  in  the  philanthropy  events 
to  an  AIDS  coalition  here  in  Hattiesburg.  just 
like  Actors'  Equity,  a  professional  actors' 
union  centered  in  New  York  City.  Rather  than 
donating  to  Equity  Fights  AIDS.  Alpha  Psi 
decided  several  years  ago  to  donate  to  a  charity 
inside  the  community  where  the  members  can 
personally  see  the  benefits  of  their  generosity. 

Fundraisers  throughout  the  year  include 
"Theatre-gating"  during  football  season,  the 
Womanless  Beauty  Pageant,  and  concession 
sales  during  the  performances  of  Main  Stage 
and  Studio  productions. 


In  order  to  attain  membership  in  Alpha  Psi 
Omega,  a  pledge  must  cither  major  or  minor  in 
theatre,  learn  the  history  of  the  fraternity,  serve 
in  the  theatre  in  addition  to  their  practicum 
assignments,  participate  willingly  and  happily 
in  APO  functions,  and  be  in  good  academic 
standing  within  the  theatre  department  and  the 
university.  Alpha  Psi  Omega  welcomes  all  who 
are  interested  to  join  in  the  magic  of  the  theatre 
here  at  Southern  Miss. 
Story  by  William  Hatten 
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Vaughn,  Jacqueline 

Vaughn. Joshua 

Viator,  Cory 

Vice,  Brandon 

Vice,  Shelley 

Vital,  Jennifer 

Wagner,  Brittany 
Walker,  Alishia 

Walker,  Michael 
Wallace,  Je fiery 
Wallace,  Keitra 

Wallace,  Kenitra 

Waller,  Clarissa 

Walters.  Hill iary 

Walters,  Jared 

Walton,  Amber 

Warchauer,  Bradle) 

Ward.  Devlon 

Ward,  Marvin 

Ward,  Wren 

Wane,  Cher 

Wash,  Lashaunda 

Washington,  A'Leta 

Washington,  Courtney 

Watson,  Angel 

Watson,  Zaphereaun 

Watson,  Zaronda 

Wax.  Amelia 

Weathersby.  Deundra 

Webb,  Brandon 

Webb,  Zykia 

Webber.  Kristi 

Weinacker,  Machel 

Welch,  Elizabeth 

Welch.  Halima 

Wells.  Chelcey 

Wells.  Danielle 

Wells,  Elisa 

Wells,  Terrance 

West.  Jennifer 

West,  LaChristie 

Whalen,  Tommy 

Wheaton,  Stacey 

Wheeler,  Angelica 

Wheeler,  Kevin 

Wheeler,  Tenia 

White,  Aarian 

White.  Bradley 

White,  Candice 

White,  Kathryn 

White,  Kendrell 

White.  Mary 

While,  Samantha 

White,  Tina 
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Whiteman.  Nicole 
Whittle.  Quintasha 
Whittle.  Shyneika 
Wilcox.  James 
Wilkins.  Narsett 
Williams.  Amber 

Williams.  Amber 
Williams.  Brittany 
Williams.  Franklin 
Williams.  Henry 
Williams.  LaKecia 
Williams.  Lavetle 

Williams.  Lee 
Williams.  Matthew 
Williams.  Shanna 
Williams,  Soniki 
Williams.  Tabitha 
Williams.  Tiffany 

Williamson.  Allie 
Williamson.  Terry 
Wilson,  Ann 
Wilson.  Raven 
Wilt/.  Jessica 
Winburn.  Kristina 

Windham.  Curtis 
Windham.  Elizabeth 
Wise,  Christopher 
Wittmann,  Dana 
Wolfe,  Coleena 
Wood,  Derik 

Worthy.  Edward 
Wrice.  Jacquinn 
Wright.  Prince 
York,  Kacey 
York.  Matoya 
Young,  Emily 
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THE  SOUTHERNER  STAFF 

DEDICATES  THIS  BOOK 

TOOUR  FALLEN  EAGLES 

Michael  Andrew  Campbell 

Randy  Emrick 

Melissa  McNease  Hall 

Joshua  Landry 

Carolyn  Parker 

Wayne  Pile 
Dr.  Elliot  Pood 

Joseph  Sapp 

Austin  Somers 

Shayla  Stennis 

Terry  Lee  Thomas 
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All  Photos  by  Rachel  Underwood 


AMERICAN 


Resort  &  Casino  •  Biloxi 

The  Gulf  Coast's  premier  resort  and  casino 
offers  career  opportunities  for  graduates  of  the 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  ...  and  we  are 
interested  in  you! 


We  offera  highly  competitive  compensation 
package  which  includes  a  comprehensive  health 
care  plan,  paid  vacations  and  holidays,  a  401-K 
savings  program  and  free  meals.  We  will  also  assist 
you  with  achieving  your  professional  goals  through 
our  career  development  initiative,  which  includes 

programs  for  tuition  reimbursement, 

supervisory     and    management    development, 
computer  training,  and  executive  mentorship. 

All  this  and  much  more  are  waiting  for  you  at  Beau 
Rivage.  When  the  time  comes  to  look  for 
employment   opportunities,   please  visit  us  at 


A  DIVISION  OF  POWE 
TIMBER  COMPANY 

SOUTHERN  YELLOW  PINE  AND  OAK 
WOOD  BLOCK  FLOORING 

P.O.  DRAWER  1532,  HATTIESBURG,  MS  39403 

VOICE:  601.545.7600     FAX:  601.545.7602 

Email:  info@americanwood.com 


TIMBERS 

BRIDGE  MATERIAL 

PRESSURE  TREATED 
PINE  LUMBER 


unMHHH 
Please  visit  www.americanwood.com 


Windsor  Village  Apartments 

6490  US  Hwy  49  N. 

Hattiesburg,  MS  39401 

Office  601-582-1561  Fax  601-582-3940 

1,  2.,  &  3  Bedrooms 

2  Swimming  Pools 

Weight/Exercise  Room 

Tennis  Court 

Pets  Welcome 


pat  l.  Mckenzie,  inc 

Mechanical  Contractor 

P.O.  Box  278 
Ellisville,  MS  39437 

Phone  601-477-3423 
Fax  601-477-3496 
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Free  Checking  for  Students 

While  you're  in  school,  you  need  to  be 
concerned  with  your  courses  and  not  your 
checkbook.  That's  why  BancorpSouth 
offers  Free  Checking  for  Students,  an 
easy-to-use,  hassle-free  checking  account 
for  students  24  and  younger  that  doesn't 
require  advanced  algebra  to  calculate  your 
balance. 

Check  this  out: 

■  There's  no  minimum  balance 

requirement. 

■  There's  no  per  check  charge. 

■  There's  no  monthly  maintenance  fee. 

■  There's  no  monthly  fee  for  24-Hour 

Banking  automated  teller 
machine  card. 

■  Your  first  order  of  50  image  checks 

is  free. 
No  fees.  No  problems.  Look  into 
getting  Free  Checking  for  Students  today! 

$50  opening  deposit. 
Certain  restrictions  apply 


BancorpSouth 
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Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Innovation 

Packaging  solutions-everywhere,  everyday 
100  Manufacturing  plants  on  five  continents 

Supporting  Higher  Education 

For 

A  More  Prosperous  Future 


Let's  Grow  Together. 
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Forrest  General  Hospital  is 
located  in  Hattiesburg, 
Miss,  and  offers 
competitive  salaries, 
excellent  benefits  and  the 
advantage  of  a  growing 
facility.  Forrest  General  is 
the  perfect  place  to  call 
home  and  build  a  successful 
career  in  health  care. 

Forrest  General  Hospital 
is  an  Equal  Opportunity 
Employer 


For  more  information  on 
positions,  benefits  and 
our 

application  process,  visit 

forrestgeneral.com  or 

contact: 

Forrest  General 

Hospital  Human 

Resources 

601-288-1215 


Forrest  General  Hospital 

Reaching  out  and  touching  lived 


256  Highway  42  *  Hattiesburg  MS  39401 

Phone  ( 601)  582-1808 

Fax  (60 1)582  7004 

For  ALL  of  Your 
Printing  Needs! 

SOMETHING  NEW 

•  DIRECT  MAIL 
•   LARGE  FORMAT  PRINTING 

•  BANNERS  *  SIGNS 


BOURNE  BROTHERS 

PRINTING  COMPANY,  INC. 


BOYLES 
MOAK 

Brickell 
Marchetti 


INSURANCE,  INC. 


Insuring  Your  Future 
Since  1893 


Insuring  Your  Future 
Since  1893 

Boyles  Moak  Brickell  Marchetti 

Insurance,  Inc. 

1062  Highland  Colony  Parkway 

Suite  100,  200  Concourse  Building 

Ridgeland,  Mississippi  39157 


Mailing  Address: 

P.O.  Box  2240 

Ridgeland,  Mississippi  39158-2240 

Telephone:  (601)  605-41 14 

Fax: (601-605-4060 

E-Mail: 
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CENTENNIAL 


Tanner  Construction  Company,  Inc. 

Ellisville,  MS  39437 
601-477-3820 


For  all  of  your  construction  needs 

♦  Commercial  site  work 

♦  Heavy  highway 

♦  Bridge 

♦  Roadway 

♦  Asphalt  paving 


Bean  Moving  &  Storage 

Your  local,  national  and  worldwide  moving  service 

Congratulations  Seniors 


Hattiesburg,  MS  39401  Ph.  601-545-3522 

4908  Hwy  49  South  Ph.  800-633-3919 

Fax  601-583-4718 
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Pearl  River  1  alley 
Electric  Power  Association 

R^^J        A  Touchstone  Energy   Cooperative  ?V* 
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Columbia 
601-264-2458 

Purvis 
601-794-8051 


Hattiesburg 

601-736-2666 


\\ 


601-928-7277 
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Pine  Betr 

M*    MENTAL  HEALTHCARE  RESOURCES 


S h a r ing  a   Visio n 

Creating   Healthier   Communities 

Transforming   Lives 

We  are  of  one  mind  —  Working  together 

For  the  people  of  the  Pine  Belt  to  lead  fulfilling  lives 

www.pbmhr.com 


We  Proudly  Support 

MM 
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Mississippi 
Auto  Auction 

751(1  Highway  4.9  Mrth 
Huttiesburg,  MS  39402 
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SHOWS,  DEARMAN  &  WAITS,  INC. 

CONSULTING  ENGINEERS 

PO   BOX  1711 

301  SECOND  AVENUE 

HATTIESBURG.  MISSISSIPPI,  39403-1711 

HTTP  //WWW  SD-W.COM 


P   (601)544-  1821 
F   (601)544-0501 


and  our  employee 

family  is  proud  to 

support  the 

University  of 

Southern  Mississippi 

1526  N.  Main  St.  Hattiesburg,  MS.  39401 
601-544-3226 


-  AIRPORTS  -CEMETERIES  -CONSTRUCTION  OBSERVATION  - 

■  ENVIRONMENTAL  -  MASTER  PLANNING  -  ROADS  &  BRIDGES 

-  SURVEYING  -WATER  &  SEWER  - 


SCI.  Inc. 


GENERAL  CONTRACTOR 


10200  Logan  Cline  Rd. 
Gulfport,  MS  39503 


Office:  228-896-9093 
228-896-4356 
Fax:    228-896-4264 


David  Shackelford 

Owner/President 


Cell:  228-518-1821 


CHURCH-COMMERCIAL-INDUSTRIAL-PROFESSIONAL 
DESIGN  BUILD  SERVICE  OFFERED 

Southern  Pre-Engineered  Builders,  Inc. 


Robert  N.  Graham 
Owner 

"When  You  Know  Who  lie  Arc 
You  Won  7  Build  Any  Other  Way 


P.O.  BOX  1207 
PURVIS,  MS.  39475 


(601)794-2253 
FAX  (601)  794-5468 


Enjoy  the  freedom  of  graduation. 

Along  with  the  confidence  of  free  checking. 

After  graduation,  you  can  start  making  your  own  u,n  in  life.  And  u  iih 
Regions  Free  Checking*,  you  can  yet  that  start  with  confidence,  Because 
along  with  free  checking,  you'll  get  a  free  Regions  Platinum  Visa 

CheckCard,  tree  RegionsNet   Online  Banking  with  liill  Pay  and  free 
Platinum  account  security.  Learn  more  at  l-S()()-Rl-.(j|()NS  or 
regions.com. 

-u  Regions 


minimum  opening  deposit  required. 


Marshall  Durhin 


1301  James  St.,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39401 

The  Marshall  Durbin  Companies  are  always  interested  in  recruiting  new  talent. 
We  may  have  a  position  open  in  the  following  areas  that  is  right  for  you: 

Poultry  Processing  Management 
Poultry  Processing  Supervision 
Refrigeration  (Process  Safety  Management) 
Maintenance 
CDL  Licensed  Drivers 


Contact:  Yadira  Ross  @  yross@marshalldurbin.com 
Phone  601-544-3  141  ext.  611 


A  proud  member  of  the 
Women's  Business  Council  Gulf  Coast 
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SOUTHEASTERN 
CONCRETE  COMPANY 


We  Have  a  Computerized  Central  Mix  Plant  With  Printer 
To  Service  Your  Concrete  Needs 

6  Locations  With  Portable  Plants  Available 


Our  Motto 

"Quality,  Quantity  &  Service" 

Locations  in  Petal,  Beaumont,  Oak  Grove  and  Hattiesburg,  MS 
Plants  are  certified  by  the  National  Ready  Mixed  Concrete  Association 


Western 
Container 


The  world-class 
manufacturer  of  PET 
Coca-Cola  bottles  in 

North  America. 


Located  in  Hattiesburg  Industrial  Park 

Phone:  (601)554-354(1 
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Choice  Bakers  Yeast 
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The  Best  Auto  Rates... 
New  and  Used! 

Visit  us  at 

www.usmfedcu.com  for  the 
latest  rates  and  services. 
See  why  membership 
makes  the  difference! 

With  a  USMFCU  checking 
account  you  can  receive 
up  to  a  .15%  rate  discount 
on  auto  loans.  Get  free 
home  financial  website 
service,  free  bill  pay,  and 
no  fee  per 
transaction  Visa  check 


University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Federal  Credit  Union 


Come  experience  the  difference  . . . 

Visit  our  website  for  career  opportunities. 

415  South  28th  Avenue,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39401 
www.  hattiesburgclinic. 


"Paving  the  Way... 
For  a  Sustainable 
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SOLUTI 


WAYNE  Wade 


601.310.9 


1 161  James  Street 
Hattiesburg,  MS  39401 
http://www  bio- 


Phone  877  888  2744 

Facsimile  866  888  2744 

Wayne  wade@megagate 
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Hattiesburg 
601-264-3504 


JIM  ADCOCK 

President 

Laurel 
60 1 -649-4322 


Meridian 
601-693-4005 


HERCULES 


Paper  Technologies  and  Ventures 
Hercules  Plaza 
1313  North  Market  Street 
Wilmington,  DE  19894-0001,   U.S.A. 
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Southern  Miss  is  a  spectrum  of  individuals: 
every  day  they  attend  class,  study,  spend  time 
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students  have  lived  and  worked  to  ensure  that 
their  futures  are  a  success;  in  laboratories, 


worked,  performed  and  competed,  giving  their 
all  for  their  university,  and  making  history. 
They  enjoyed  the  grand  opening  of  the  new 
Thad  Cochran  Center  as  the  Pride  took  the  field 
in  Green  Bay,  Wisconsin,  and  they  cheered  the 
Golden  Eagle  football  team  to  a  Conference 
USA  Eastern  Division  title.  And  all  along,  a 
post-Katrina  generation  of  college  students 
began  their  journey  to  graduation. 

All  too  often  at  large  universities,  students 
are  reduced  to  statistics,  mere  numbers  on  an 
enrollment  report.  But  Southern  Miss  makes 
each  and  every  student  feel  like  family;  they  are 
all  on  this  grand  adventure  together,  a  spectrum 
of  people  moving  forward  into  the  future. 
Story  by  Bradley  Warshauer 
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GENERAL 

The  Southerner  2007,  volume  71,  was  completed 
in  the  spring  semester  of  2007  by  an  all-student 
staff  at  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
as  a  publication  of  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  Board  of  Publications.  It  was  printed 
by  Friesens  in  Altona,  Manitoba,  Canada.  The 
Southerner  Staff  consisted  of  approximately 
35  undergraduate  students.  The  advisor  was 
Mary  Beth  Walker,  Ph.D.,  Assistant  Director  of 
Student  Activities.  The  book  is  free  of  charge 
to  all  full-time  undergraduate  students  who  are 
enrolled  in  both  fall  and  spring  semesters  of  the 
2006-2007academic  year.  Students  who  are  not 
full-time  and  the  general  public  may  purchase 
the  book  for  $20.  4000  books  were  printed. 
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PRINTING 

All  352  pages  were  printed  in  4-color  on  80- 
pound  Sterling  Ultra  Gloss  paper  stock.  The 
endsheets  were  printed  on  Carolina  CIS  10-point 
with  Digital  Process  Color  design. 

COVER 

The  cover  was  designed  by  Christy  Dyess, 
Design  Editor.  The  cover  was  produced  using 
150-point  board  covered  by  IP  CIS  Hi-Bright 
80-pound  cover  material  with  a  Digital  Process 
Color  design  and  a  Polyester  Clear  gloss  finish. 


COPY  &  DESIGN 

All  copy  was  written  by  The  Southerner  Staff 
reporters    unless    otherwise    noted.    Opening' 
closing,   and   divider   spreads   were   designee 
by  Christy  Dyess.  Each  section  had  a  separatf 
Section  Editor  for  design. 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

Individual  portraits   and  distinctions  portrait; 
were  taken  by  USM  Photo  Services.  All  ofhen 
photos   were  taken  by   The  Southerner  Staf 
photographers  unless  otherwise  noted. 


spectrum 


Below:  Photos  by  Jaime  / 

\Aa\ercher 

^BH 

A 

the  SOUTHERNER 
VOLUME  71 


^^Q^V^^I 


2007 


■ 


■ 


y 


PS 


sf 


M* 


■ 


[4  t 


■ 


TYPOGRAPHY 

Cover,  Opening,  Dividers,  Closing:  Alfonso  & 

Mastermind 

Academics:  Return  to  Earth  &  David 

Sports:  Iron  Maiden  &  Burning  Facts 

Organizations:  Fast  Pardon  &  Modern  Art 

Greeks:  Squash  &  Glenn 

People  :  Manlike  &  David 

Student  Life:  Gatling  Gun  &  High  Emotion 

Community:  Fast  Pardon  &  High  Emotion  Bold 

All  body  copy:  Lynn  Regular  10-point  with  15- 

point  leading  and  Lynn  Bold  Italic  for  byline. 

All  photo  captions:  Maximo  8-point  with  9-point 

leading  and  Maximo  Bold  Italic  for  byline. 


PRODUCTION 

The  Southerner  2007  was  designed  on  Power 
Macintosh  G5  computers  using  Adobe  InDesign 
CS2,   Adobe  Photoshop  CS2,   and  Microsoft 


H 


CONTACT 

Send  all  inquiries  to: 

Editor 

The  Southerner 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 

118  College  Drive  #5048 

Hattiesburg,  MS  39406 

Copyright  ©  2007,  The  Southerner  Staff  and  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi.  All  rights 
reserved. 
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Left  to  Right:  Chris  Payne  [Photo  Editor],  Tracy  Thomas,  Franklin  Williams,  Molly  Buchanan,  Christopher  Bostick,  Madison  Davis,  and  Santee  Ezell.  Not  Pictured:  Elizabeth  Keenan,  Elizabeth  Maloy, 
Rachel  Underwood,  Elliot  Freeman,  and  Emily  Sheckells.  Photo  by  Jaime  McKercher 
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Left  to  Right:  Bradley  Warshauer,  Tyler  Meador,  Jennifer  Vital,  Hannah  Mclnnis,  Joseph  Ezell,  Jeff  Gulliot,  and  Alan  Wheat.  Not  Pictured:  Bradley  Glasco  and  Tonya  Jenkins.  Photo  by  Christy  Dyess 
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eft  to  Right  in  Tree:  Nichole  Graham  [Sports  Editor],  Samantha  Key  [People  &  Distinctions  Editor],  Lauren  McDougald  [Greeks  Editor],  William  Hatten  [Student  Life  Editor],  Jaime  McKercher  [Organizations  Editor]. 
eft  to  Right  on  Ground:  Cassandra  Phares  [Community  Editor],  Jena  Saucer  [Assistant  Section  Editor],  and  Lauren  Farrar  [Assistant  Section  Editor],  Photos  by  Christy  Dyess 
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Left  to  Right  in  Back:  Mary  Beth  Walker,  Ph.  D.  [Witty  Advisor]  and  Matt  Binion  [Interactive  and  Appreciated  Graduate  Assistant].  Left  to 
Managing  Editor],  Christy  Dyess  [Design  Editor],  and  Chris  Payne  [Photo  Editor].  Photo  by  Rachel  Underwood 


Right  Sitting:  Alan  Wheat  [Assistant  Copy  Editor],  Samantha  Nix  [PaM 


As  Editors  of  The  Southerner, 
we  set  out  to  discover  all  of  the 
nooks  and  crannies  that  make  this 
university  whole  and  individual  in  its 
own  right. 

Our  staff,  with  wide  excitement, 
worked  tirelessly  to  document 
not  only  the  key  components  that 
unify  this  academic  year,  but  also 
the  distinctive  details  that  wholly 
represent  the  Southern  Miss 
experience. 

Although  the  spectrum  of  this 
book  is  ending,  we  challenge  you 
to  continue  your  observation, 
encouragement,  and  activation  of  the 


spectrum  around  you. 

We  hope  our  efforts  represent  not 
only  a  diversity  in  skin  colors,  but 
moreover  the  diversity  found  in  our 
spirits,  passions,  and  personalities. 

Thank  you  to  all  the  characters 
who  devoted  their  madness  to  the 
production  of  this  publication.  We 
are  truly  grateful  to  the  university, 
community,  and  our  staff  for 
affording  us  with  this  opportunity 
and  its  innumerable  memories. 


Managing  &  Design  Editors,  respectively. 
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